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			William Shakespeare

			English poet and playwright

			
					Born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564

					Died in 1616

					Notable works:	A Midsummer Night’s Dream (1592-1595), comedy

	Richard III (1592-1595), historical play

	Hamlet (1595-1600), tragedy




			

			A poet and playwright, and a prominent English literary figure, particularly in the genre of Elizabethan theater (named after Queen Elizabeth I, 1558-1603), William Shakespeare was born in 1564. There has been some occasional doubt over his historical existence, which now seems proven, although some periods of his life remain mysterious. He wrote 37 plays, all of which generally fall into one of four categories: historical plays such as Richard III, comedies such as A Midsummer Night’s Dream, great tragedies such as Hamlet and, finally, the last plays, which include those such as The Tempest. During the 1600s, the theater company of this actor and writer, considered one of the best in London, became resident at the Globe Theatre. William Shakespeare died in 1616.

		


		
			Romeo and Juliet

			The love story that became a myth

			
					Genre: play (tragedy)

					Reference edition: Shakespeare, W. (2000) Romeo and Juliet. New York: Penguin Classics.

					First edition: 1594-1595

					Themes: hatred, love, destiny, forbidden, poison

			

			Halfway between a comedy and a tragedy, Romeo and Juliet is the most famous love story in history of English literature. Written between 1594 and 1595, and first published in 1597, this play in five acts recounts the tragic destiny of two young lovers whose respective families, namely the Capulets and the Montagues, have always hated one another.

			The structure of the play is simple and there are no sub-plots. The story, spread over four days, happens during the month of July in Verona and Mantua, two cities from the north of Italy, in the early 14th century.

		


		
			Summary

			Prologue

			The Chorus introduces the tragic story of two noble families of Verona.

			Act I

			Scene 1

			Strife erupts between valets from the two enemy families. Benvolio, the nephew of Montague and Tybalt, nephew of the Capulets, try to separate them, but end up fighting each other in turn. The prince of Verona, Escalus, intervenes and threatens them with death if they trouble the peace of the city once more. They all go their separate ways, while Benvolio stays behind to talk with Montague and his wife about the melancholic mood of their son, Romeo. Romeo enters and confesses his despair to Benvolio, caused by the love he bears for Rosaline, a young woman who has taken a vow of chastity.

			Scene 2

			Capulet talks with Paris, a young lord who wishes to marry his daughter, Juliet. Capulet invites him to a party he is hosting that same night, where Paris will have the opportunity to court Juliet. He also gives his valet a guestlist. As the valet is illiterate, he asks for the help of Romeo and Benvolio, who read the list for him. The valet invites them to the party.

			Scene 3

			In the house of the Capulets, Lady Capulet, accompanied by the nurse, asks Juliet what she thinks of marriage. Juliet answers that she does not think of it yet. Her mother asks her to consider Paris’ proposal.

			Scene 4

			Romeo, Benvolio and Mercutio, wearing masks, arrive at the party. Romeo admits that he had a dream in which going to the party resulted in catastrophe.

			Scene 5

			Capulet welcomes his guests. Romeo, overwhelmed by Juliet’s beauty, immediately forgets Rosaline. Tybalt recognizes Romeo’s voice and wants to kill him. Capulet orders him to avoid a scandal. Tybalt swears to take revenge. Romeo approaches Juliet, they talk and they kiss. Romeo hears with despair that she is a Capulet. Devastated, he leaves the party. Juliet is also distressed to learn that Romeo is a Montague.

			Act II

			Prologue

			The Chorus describes the budding love of Romeo and Juliet and how it is difficult for them to see each other again, given the hatred between their families.

			Scene 1

			Romeo climbs over the wall of the Capulet’s garden. Benvolio and Mercutio are looking for him, without success.

			Scene 2

			Juliet appears at the window, and, ignorant of Romeo’s presence, begins wondering about him. To her surprise, Romeo answers. They confess their love to each other.

			Scene 3

			Romeo goes to Friar Laurence and confesses that he loves Juliet and wants to marry her. Laurence, seeing this as a means to reconcile the two families, agrees to marry them.

			Scene 4

			Romeo meets with Benvolio and Mercutio and explains his disappearance of the day before. The nurse appears and asks to speak with Romeo. It is decided that the wedding should take place that same afternoon.

			Scene 5

			In the garden, Juliet awaits the news from her nurse with impatience. The nurse arrives and advises her to go to confession.

			Scene 6

			Juliet meets with Romeo and Laurence. The friar marries them.

			Act III

			Scene 1

			A struggle breaks out between the Montagues and the Capulets. Tybalt provokes Romeo, but Romeo refuses to fight. Mercutio attacks Tybalt and dies after being stabbed. Then, Romeo avenges his friend and kills Tybalt. Benvolio advises him to flee in order to avoid a death sentence. The prince arrives and banishes Romeo from Verona.

			Scene 2

			Juliet waits for Romeo in the garden. The nurse arrives and tells her of the death of Tybalt and the exile of her beloved.

			Scene 3

			Friar Laurence announces his sentence to Romeo. Romeo goes to say goodbye to Juliet before leaving Verona for Mantua, where he will stay until Friar Laurence makes their marriage known.

			Scene 4

			Capulet offers his daughter’s hand to Paris and the date of the wedding is set for the following Thursday.

			Scene 5

			Shortly before dawn, Romeo is about to leave Juliet’s bedchamber. The couple kiss and Romeo escapes through the window; Lady Capulet enters and announces her daughter’s future marriage to Paris. Juliet refuses. Upon hearing of his daughter’s refusal, Capulet threatens to disavow her. Juliet asks her mother to have mercy, but her mother refuses to help her. Her nurse also advises her to marry Paris. Betrayed, Juliet pretends to accept her destiny and goes to confess to Friar Laurence.

			Act IV

			Scene 1

			Laurence speaks with Paris about his upcoming union to Juliet. Juliet arrives and asks the priest for advice. He gives her a vial containing a potion that will make her appear dead for 42 hours. When she wakes up, Romeo, forewarned by Laurence, will take her with him to Mantua.

			Scene 2

			Juliet announces to her parents that she will marry Paris. It is decided that the wedding should take place earlier than planned, namely the next morning.

			Scene 3

			Juliet asks to stay alone in her room for the night. Despite her many misgivings, she drinks the potion.

			Scene 4

			Capulet, who stayed awake the whole night to finish the preparations, sends the nurse to wake up Juliet.

			Scene 5

			The nurse finds Juliet lying on her bed, lifeless. They all bemoan her death. Laurence presses them to organize her funeral.

			Act V

			Scene 1

			In the streets of Mantua, Romeo comes across his page, Balthazar, who tells him of the death of his beloved. Overwhelmed, Romeo decides to spend the night at her side. On his way, he stops at an apothecary and buys poison.

			Scene 2

			Friar Laurence learns that Friar John, to whom he had given a letter addressed to Romeo, in which he explained everything, could not leave the city because of a plague epidemic. Laurence leaves to save Juliet.

			Scene 3

			While he is putting flowers on the grave of Juliet, Paris hears a noise and hides. Romeo arrives with Balthazar, to whom he entrusts a letter addressed to his father. Romeo opens the tomb in which Juliet lies. Paris recognizes Romeo, whom he considers to be responsible for Juliet’s death, as she had seemed inconsolable ever since Tybalt’s death. He tries to stop him, but Romeo kills him. Kissing Juliet one last time, he drinks the poison. Juliet wakes up and kisses Romeo, hoping that there might be some poison left on his lips. As she hears the guards nearing, she seizes Romeo’s knife and kills herself. The guards arrest Balthazar and Friar Laurence. The Capulets, the Montagues and the prince arrive. Montague announces that his wife died of sadness the night before. The prince questions Laurence, who tells the tragic story of Romeo and Juliet. Romeo’s letter to his father confirms the story. In front of the bodies of their dead children, Montague and Capulet are reconciled. 
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