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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to mostly university students. I've taught every class under the sun! These days, I'm living and teaching on Vancouver Island, Canada.

I hold a Masters degree and I've completed the CELTA and DELTA teacher certification programs. You can find me here:

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Instagram: www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

ESL Speaking: www.eslspeaking.org

You might also be interested in these resources: Climate Change Dialogues in Intermediate English and The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use. Both of them are by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books. 
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​Introduction to the Book 

[image: ]


Welcome to this book designed to help you expand your knowledge and understanding of English vocabulary related to ancient Egypt. My goal is to help you speak and write more fluently. Plus, be able to understand more of what you hear and read. 

Let's face it, English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find English dialogues, vocabulary words and phrases that are ideal for intermediate level students. The best way to learn new vocabulary is in context. To get the most bang for your buck, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Try to use some of the phrases and expressions in real life. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English!

−  Consider studying with a friend so you can help each other stay motivated. 

−  Use a notebook and write down new words, idioms, or expressions, that you run across. Review frequently so that they stay fresh in your mind. 

−  Be sure to answer the questions at the end of each lesson. I recommend trying to do this from memory. No peeking!

−  I recommend doing one lesson a day. This will be more beneficial than finishing the entire book in a week or two. 
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​The Importance of the Nile River
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Emma: I’ve been reading about Ancient Egypt. Did you know how important the Nile River was to their civilization?

Leo: Yeah! It was their main source of irrigation for farming. Without it, they couldn’t grow crops in the desert.

Emma: Exactly! The flooding of the Nile brought rich soil, so their farms stayed fertile.

Leo: And the river was also used for transportation. People and goods moved easily by boat.

Emma: Plus, the Nile was important for trade. They exchanged goods with other regions using the river.

Vocabulary

Nile River: The longest river in the world, essential for life in Ancient Egypt. 

irrigation: A system of bringing water to land to help grow crops. 

flooding: When a large amount of water covers land.

transportation: The movement of people or goods.

trade: The exchange of goods or services between people or regions. 

Comprehension Questions 

	Why was the Nile River important for farming in Ancient Egypt?

	How did the Nile River help with transportation? 

	What role did the Nile River play in trade? 


Answers

	Because it provided irrigation and its flooding brought rich soil.

	By allowing people and goods to move easily by boat. 

	By allowing the exchange of goods with other regions through river travel. 


Discussion Questions 

	How do you think life in Ancient Egypt would have been different without the Nile River?

	In what ways do rivers still play an important role in modern civilizations? 

	Can you think of other ancient civilizations that depended on rivers?
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​The Pyramids
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Lisa: I watched a documentary about the pyramids last night. So interesting!

Jake: I’ve always wondered how the Egyptians built them without modern tools.

Lisa: They used thousands of workers to cut and move huge blocks of stone. It must have taken years to finish just one!

Jake: What was the purpose of the pyramids?

Lisa: They were built as tombs for the pharaohs. The Egyptians believed their rulers needed a special place for the afterlife.

Jake: I’ve also heard that the walls inside have beautiful hieroglyphs.

Lisa: Yes! The carvings tell stories and show religious beliefs. 

Vocabulary

pyramids: Large stone structures built as tombs in ancient Egypt. 

blocks: Large pieces of stone used in construction.

purpose: The reason why something is made or done. 

pharaohs: Ancient Egyptian kings or rulers. 

hieroglyphs: Pictures and symbols used as a writing system in ancient Egypt. 

Comprehension Questions 

	What were the pyramids built for?

	How did the ancient Egyptians move the large blocks of stone? 

	What is written inside the pyramids on the walls? 


Answers

	They were built as tombs for the pharaohs.

	They used thousands of workers. 

	The walls have hieroglyphs that tell stories and show religious beliefs. 


Discussion Questions 

	Why do you think the ancient Egyptians spent so much time and effort building the pyramids?

	What do you find most interesting about the construction of the pyramids? 

	How do you think the pyramids compare to modern buildings in terms of design and purpose? 
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​The Role of the Pharaohs
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Emma: I’ve been reading about Ancient Egypt. Did you know the pharaoh was the most powerful person in the kingdom?

Liam: The pharaoh was like a king, but also considered a god. 

Emma: He controlled everything, including the government and the army.

Liam: And didn’t he also manage the temples and religious ceremonies?

Emma: Exactly. The pharaoh had a lot of responsibilities. He was not just a ruler but also a religious leader.

Vocabulary

god: A powerful supernatural being worshipped in many religions. 

government: The system that controls and organizes a country or society. 

army: A large group of soldiers who protect and fight for a country. 

temple: A building used for religious worship and ceremonies. 

Comprehension Questions 

	What was the role of the pharaoh in Ancient Egyptian society? 

	How did the people of Ancient Egypt view the pharaoh? 

	What were some of the responsibilities of the pharaoh besides ruling the country? 


Answers

	The pharaoh was the most powerful person in Ancient Egyptian society, acting as both a ruler and a god. 

	The people of Ancient Egypt believed the pharaoh was a god.

	The pharaoh controlled the government, the army, and managed temples and religious ceremonies. 


Discussion Questions 

	In what ways do you think the pharaoh’s position as both a king and a god affected the lives of Ancient Egyptians? 

	How might the responsibilities of the pharaoh have influenced the development of Ancient Egyptian culture and society? 

	Do you think the concept of a ruler being seen as a god could be effective in today's world? Are there any modern-day examples of this?
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​Religious Beliefs
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Sarah: Have you ever studied the religious beliefs of the Ancient Egyptians?
David: Yes. They had many gods and goddesses. Each god controlled different parts of life, like the sun or the afterlife.
Sarah: One of the most important gods was Ra, the sun god. They believed he gave life to everything.
David: I also remember they believed in an afterlife. They thought their souls would live on in the next world if they were good.
Sarah: To prepare for the afterlife, they would mummify the dead and put them in tombs with things they might need on their journey after death.

Vocabulary

goddesses: Female gods, worshipped for various aspects like fertility, wisdom, or love. 

Ra: The ancient Egyptian sun god, considered one of the most important deities. 

afterlife: The belief that life continues after death, often in another world or spiritual form. 

mummify: The process of preserving a dead body by drying it out and wrapping it in cloth to prevent decay. 
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Comprehension Questions

	Who was Ra, and why was he important to the Ancient Egyptians?

	What did the Ancient Egyptians believe would happen to their souls after death? 

	How did the Ancient Egyptians prepare the dead for the afterlife? 


Answers

	Ra was the sun god, and he was important because the Ancient Egyptians believed he gave life to everything.

	They believed that their souls would live on in the afterlife if they were good. 

	They would mummify the dead and place them in tombs with things they might need. 


Discussion Questions 

	How do you think the religious beliefs of the Ancient Egyptians influenced their daily lives?

	In what ways are the Ancient Egyptian beliefs about the afterlife similar or different to beliefs in other cultures or religions? 

	What do you think is the importance of gods and goddesses in ancient cultures? 
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​Mummification 
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Alex: Have you heard about mummification in ancient Egypt?
Sara: It's a process where bodies are preserved. But why did they do it?
Alex: The Egyptians believed in the afterlife. They thought that preserving the body would help the soul live forever.
Sara: How exactly did they do it?
Alex: Well, first, they would remove the internal organs, except for the heart. Then, they would dry out the body using natron, a type of salt. After that, they wrapped the body in linen.
Sara: Wow, so it was a long process! 
Alex: Yes, but then the person’s soul could recognize their body in the afterlife and live forever.

Vocabulary

mummification: The process of preserving a dead body by drying and wrapping it to prevent decay. 

organs: The parts of the body that perform specific functions, such as the heart, lungs, and kidneys. 

natron: A natural mixture of sodium carbonate, sodium bicarbonate, and salt, used by ancient Egyptians in the mummification process to dry out the body. 

linen: A type of fabric made from the fibers of the flax plant, used to wrap mummies. 

Comprehension Questions

	What was the main reason the Egyptians practiced mummification? 

	Which organ was left inside the body during the mummification process? 

	What material did the Egyptians use to wrap the body in the mummification process? 


Answers

	To help the soul live forever in the afterlife. 

	The heart was left inside the body.

	The Egyptians used linen to wrap the body.


Discussion Questions 

	Why do you think ancient civilizations like Egypt believed in the importance of preserving bodies for the afterlife? 

	How does the process of mummification compare to modern funeral practices in your culture? 

	What do you think the discovery of mummies can teach us about the beliefs and daily life of ancient civilizations? 
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​Hieroglyphics
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Anna: Do you know anything about hieroglyphics?

Ben: I’ve read a little about them. I know they were an important part of ancient Egyptian culture. But how were they deciphered?

Anna: In the early 19th century, a French scholar named Jean-François Champollion worked on translating them. He used the Rosetta Stone, which had the same text in three scripts.

Ben: So the Rosetta Stone was the key?

Anna: Exactly! The stone had hieroglyphics, Greek, and demotic text. Since scholars could read Greek, it helped them understand the symbols in the hieroglyphics. It was a breakthrough in understanding ancient Egyptian writing and their history.

Vocabulary

deciphered: To interpret or translate a text that is difficult to understand.

Rosetta Stone: A large stone tablet that helped scholars translate ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

symbols: Pictures or marks that represent words, ideas, or sounds. 

Comprehension Questions 

	Who was the scholar that helped decipher hieroglyphics?

	What role did the Rosetta Stone play in understanding hieroglyphics? 

	What languages were included on the Rosetta Stone besides hieroglyphics? 


Answers

	Jean-François Champollion.

	The Rosetta Stone helped understand hieroglyphics by providing the same text in Greek, demotic, and hieroglyphic scripts, allowing scholars to compare and translate them. 

	Greek and demotic. 


Discussion Questions

	Why do you think it was important for scholars to decipher ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics?

	How do you think the discovery of the Rosetta Stone changed our understanding of ancient civilizations? 

	What other ancient languages or scripts do you think might still be waiting to be deciphered, and why is this important? 
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