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‘Are you quite sure he will be at home?’ said Jane, as they got off the Bus, she and Michael and Mary Poppins.

‘Would my Uncle ask me to bring you to tea if he intended to go out, I’d like to know?’ said Mary Poppins, who was evidently very offended by the question. She was wearing her blue coat with the silver buttons and the blue hat to match, and on the days when she wore these it was the easiest thing in the world to offend her.

All three of them were on the way to pay a visit to Mary Poppins’s uncle, Mr Wigg, and Jane and Michael had looked forward to the trip for so long that they were more than half afraid that Mr Wigg might not be in, after all.

‘Why is he called Mr Wigg – does he wear one?’ asked Michael, hurrying along beside Mary Poppins.

‘He is called Mr Wigg because Mr Wigg is his name. And he doesn’t wear one. He is bald,’ said Mary Poppins. ‘And if I have any more questions we will just go Back Home.’ And she sniffed her usual sniff of displeasure. 

Jane and Michael looked at each other and frowned. And the frown meant: ‘Don’t let’s ask her anything else or we’ll never get there.’

Mary Poppins put her hat straight at the Tobacconist’s Shop at the corner. It had one of those curious windows where there seem to be three of you instead of one, so that if you look long enough at them you begin to feel you are not yourself but a whole crowd of somebody else. Mary Poppins sighed with pleasure, however, when she saw three of herself, each wearing a blue coat with silver buttons and a blue hat to match. She thought it was such a lovely sight that she wished there had been a dozen of her or even thirty. The more Mary Poppinses the better.

‘Come along,’ she said sternly, as though they had kept her waiting. Then they turned the corner and pulled the bell of Number Three, Robertson Road. Jane and Michael could hear it faintly echoing from a long way away and they knew that in one minute, or two at the most, they would be having tea with Mary Poppins’s uncle, Mr Wigg, for the first time ever.

‘If he’s in, of course,’ Jane said to Michael in a whisper. At that moment the door flew open and a thin, watery-looking lady appeared.

‘Is he in?’ said Michael quickly.

‘I’ll thank you,’ said Mary Poppins, giving him a terrible glance, ‘to let me do the talking.’

‘How do you do, Mrs Wigg,’ said Jane politely.

‘Mrs Wigg!’ said the thin lady, in a voice even thinner than herself. ‘How dare you call me Mrs Wigg? No, thank you! I’m plain Miss Persimmon and proud of
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A classic collection of tales to tell children of about four, featuring beloved characters and lively stories, by Michael Bond, Jill Barklem and Anne Fine amongst others, chosen by children’s book expert Julia Eccleshare. 

Paddington Bear has a magical moment, the animals of Brambly Hedge are struggling at Dusty’s mill, Lara’s godmother sorts out a noisy lion and Rapunzel is rescued from the tower …
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A classic collection of tales for young readers of about five, featuring beloved characters and lively stories by Michael Bond, Jill Barklem, Elizabeth Laird and others, chosen by children’s book expert Julia Eccleshare.

Paddington Bear tries to buy a birthday present, the animals of Brambly Hedge set off to the seaside, a greedy queen insists on having the biggest tree in the world and will Cinderella get to go to the ball?
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A classic collection of tales for young readers of about six, featuring beloved characters and lively stories by P. L. Travers, Jill Barklem, Michael Morpurgo and others, chosen by children’s book expert Julia Eccleshare.

The Banks family are searching for a nanny, Macaw the parrot helps out at the fish and chip shop and a stonecutter dreams of becoming an emperor …
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A classic collection of tales to tell children of about eight, featuring beloved characters and lively stories by P. L. Travers, Michael Morpurgo, Alexander McCall Smith and others, chosen by children’s book expert Julia Eccleshare.

Mary Poppins takes Jane and Michael on a topsy-turvy day, a boy watches over a beautiful swan and find out what happens to the children made out of wax …

   


In the same series:

STORIES FOR FOUR-YEAR-OLDS 

STORIES FOR FIVE-YEAR-OLDS 

STORIES FOR SIX-YEAR-OLDS 

STORIES FOR EIGHT-YEAR-OLDS 




[image: HarperCollinsPublishers Logo]
   
About the Publisher

Australia

HarperCollins Publishers Australia Pty. Ltd.

Level 13, 201 Elizabeth Street

Sydney, NSW 2000, Australia

www.harpercollins.com.au

Canada

HarperCollins Canada

Bay Adelaide Centre, East Tower

22 Adelaide Street West, 41st Floor

Toronto, Ontario M5H 4E3, Canada

www.harpercollins.ca

India

HarperCollins India

A 75, Sector 57

Noida, Uttar Pradesh 201 301, India

www.harpercollins.co.in

New Zealand

HarperCollins Publishers New Zealand

Unit D1, 63 Apollo Drive

Rosedale 0632

Auckland, New Zealand

www.harpercollins.co.nz

United Kingdom

HarperCollins Publishers Ltd.

1 London Bridge Street

London SE1 9GF, UK

www.harpercollins.co.uk

United States

HarperCollins Publishers Inc.

195 Broadway

New York, NY 10007

www.harpercollins.com


OPS/images/ack.jpg
Acknowledgements





OPS/images/chap1.jpg
Mary Poppins: Laughing Gas





OPS/images/logo1.png
&= HarperCollinsPublishers





OPS/images/backad3.jpg
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN'S

Stories
N for

7/

= #
Sy o

=
= —
* —
=
7 N

Year Olds

FIFTEEN STORIES FROM FAVOURITE
ST ENJOY AND SHARE

Compiled by Julia Eccleshare.






OPS/images/backad2.jpg
\ Gal U
TWELVE STORIES FROM FAVOURITE
AUTHORS TO ENJOY AN SHARE

1ds





OPS/images/backad5.jpg
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN'S

Stories
for

Year Olds

ELEVEN STORIES FROM FAVOURITE
ND SHARE

Compiled by Julia Eccleshare






OPS/images/backad4.jpg
Stories
:. for, ‘3

Year Olds

1O ENJOY AND SHARE
Compiled by Julia Eccleshare






OPS/images/cover.png
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S

Stories

p

Year Olds

TWELVE STORIES FROM FAVOURITE
AUTHORS TO ENJOY AND SHARE

Compiled by Julia Eccleshare






OPS/images/img_0004.jpg





