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What Are Western Values? Superior Values Or Superior Military?

Western politicians have been vociferous in touting the superiority of Western values, and are engaged in ruthless and coercive campaigns to impose these values on the rest of the world. But the Western values that they so strongly advocate now are really not their inheritance from the long and glorious Western Civilization that started in Greece more than 3000 years ago.

The new Western values that had evolved in the last two centuries in the West are not as noble as the Western traditional values that they claim to inherit. In fact, many of these new-fangled values are values that promote antagonism and conflicts, and are responsible for the out-of-control individualism, greed, drug epidemics and rampant inequality in the modern world.
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1. Superior Western Values?
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Incredibly, Western values today have become the byword for over-consumption, over-indulgence, over-glorification of ego and over-exploitation of mother Earth. Apparently, the traditional Western values of thrift, frugality, justice, modesty and generosity are gone forever today in the me-first, greed-is-good, rights-trump-responsibilities and get-rich-quick West.
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2. Western Values Of Old
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The current set of Western values are in fact very different from those practised for millennia by ancient people of the West which emphasize diligence, discovery, scholarship, honour, monarchy, loyalty, duty, courage and power.

Most of these old Western values are similar to the Christian values developed in the 1st century by Jesus Christ that he taught in the Christianity religion. The Christian values are such values as: Love God, Love your neighbor as yourself, Forgive others who have wronged you, Love your enemies, Ask God for forgiveness of your sins.
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3. Evolution Of Christianity
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Jesus Christ of Nazareth was born during the reign of the first Roman emperor, Augustus. He was persecuted for his preaching and was crucified under the reign of the second Roman emperor, Tiberius. Jesus Christ's birth is now commemorated worldwide as the beginning of the widely used Western calendar.

After the death of Jesus Christ, his apostles, in particular Paul, were hugely effective in enabling the spread of Christianity throughout the wider region, and Christianity quickly gained mass following in the Roman empire because of its message of equality and common salvation. Soon, it also gained the support of the ruling class.

The first Roman emperor to embrace Christianity was Constantine I in the 4th century after he had a vision of Jesus Christ on how he can conquer his adversaries. Constantine legalized Christianity and promoted religious tolerance in 313 AD through the Edict of Milan. In 380 AD, emperor Theodosius signed the Edict of Thessalonica, making Christianity the official religion of the state.

Christianity then developed into two main branches.

First, the Western Latin-speaking Roman Catholic Church under the Pope that persisted even after the collapse of the Western Roman empire in the 5th century. It continued as the Catholic Church within the cobbled-together successor empire known euphemistically as the Holy Roman empire that was basically a loose assemblage of major European nations.

Second, the mainly Greek-speaking Eastern Orthodox Church based in the Byzantine empire established in Constantinople, or today's Istanbul, after the Roman empire was broken into the Western and Eastern Roman empire in the 4th century. This Eastern Roman empire proved to be the more enduring branch of the Roman empire and it carried the legacy of the Roman world until 1453 when the empire fell to the Ottoman Turks.

Within the Byzantine empire, emperor Justinian I is considered the first great ruler who reclaimed much of the Western Roman empire and regions of northern Africa, spreading Byzantine and Eastern Orthodox Christian culture throughout the Mediterranean. The emperor of Byzantine empire, while it existed, was the leader of the Eastern Orthodox Church.

Reformation in Europe in the 16th century was led by Martin Luther of Germany and John Calvin of France, It was a movement against the corrupt ideas and practices of the Catholic Church. While its followers were terribly persecuted by the Catholic Church and the ruling monarchies, it eventually ushered in the new Protestantism as a reformed Christian religion.

The various branches of Protestantism that flourished around the world is now the mainstream of Christianity.
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4. Christian Values
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Apart form the values espoused by Jesus Christ, apostle Paul listed Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-control as Christian values. Others have also gleaned from the Bible such core Christian values as: Friendship, Generosity, Perseverance, Forgiveness, Compassion, and Respect.

The Protestants that reformed Christianity further emphasized the value attached to hard work, thrift, and efficiency.

In fact, all these Christian values have long been recognized as great virtues in the West of old.
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5. Differences In Old And New Western Values
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A careful examination will show that the values touted by the present crop of Western politicians are much less compelling, and are mostly the recent inventions by the West to justify their elitist governing system and their global dominance. They are specially packaged to propagate their selfish, liberal and permissive lifestyle. These are the modern versions of Western values.
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6. Evolution Of Western Values
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Romantics of the French revolution would eulogize their values of liberty, equality and fraternity "Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité". These are truly laudable values, but are almost impossible to achieve in the prevalent seriously adversarial political environment.

Americans would simply put everything under the seductive names of democracy, human rights and freedom. But these become illusory empty promises when they themselves are stuck knee-deep in the most damaging political quagmire of the no-holds-barred political in-fighting and hatred.

All in all, looking dispassionately at how all these values are played out as a whole in the Western world, one might be tempted to say that the current Western values are overwhelmed by the toxic values of greed, selfishness and exploitation.
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7. Modern Western Values
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So, what exactly are the freedoms and values of the current West that they hold so dear and which they preach so passionately on their high horse?

Indeed, they are so emotionally-attached to these so-called superior Western values that they are ready to go to war to defend them and are fiercely intent on subjecting every country of the Earth under the domination of their Western values.
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