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Foreword

Part nature guide, part naturalist’s journal, the handknit whimsical creations from Sara Elizabeth Kellner will make your imagination (and knitting needles) run wild!

I’ve been fortunate enough to work with Sara many times over the years, and no one creates knitted creatures with such accuracy and precision (often with a bit of cheekiness thrown in) like her. The ability to think and create in three dimensions with needles and fiber is a unique one. The gentle curve of a Baby Flatback Sea Turtle’s shell, the mischievous face of a Common Raccoon, or the elegant neck of a Wood Pigeon are familiar, and yet, when transformed into woolen versions with our very own hands and this book, we create a unique connection to the animals, gaining intimate knowledge of their shape and movement, their joints, wings, fins, and tails. We learn more about them the way a scientist or zoologist would because of these 25 bewitching patterns.

Many of the creatures in this book are ones we see often, depending on where we live. Some of these critters live in my very own backyard (and quite possibly yours), with still more in the city zoo. Rarely can we get up close and personal with any of them; yet with Sara’s patterns, accompanied by charming illustrations with scientific notes created by her own children, Pat and Bonnie, we are able to generate a cozy menagerie of our own. Only in Sara’s world can a Red Squirrel be a companion to a Baby Asian Elephant or an American Bison! Her compilation of creatures ranges from sea to sky, from the great open plains of the United States to the grassland habitats of Southeast Asia, the branches of trees in Africa, and suburban hedgerows in Europe. There’s something for every kind of animal lover here!

Often worked in a combination of knitting in the round with flat knitting, Sara’s design style always brings one word to mind: clever. Smartly placed short rows, embellishment, or even a touch of intarsia turns a stuffed toy into something magical. I have made several of Sara’s creations for my own children, and they love to gather round when it’s time to add in the stuffing, watching an oddly shaped pile of knitting turn into an elegant animal that is deemed “perfect” and quickly taken away to be played with. There’s love and imagination woven into these designs, and you’ll find yourself wanting to cast on for another before you’re finished binding off.

Welcome to the inspiring world of Wild and Woolly Knitted Animals!

Tanis Gray




Introduction
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This is a book of animal knitting patterns, but to me, it’s a lot more than that. It’s a collaboration with two of my children—Pat, who did the illustrations, and Bonnie, who did the handwriting and layout. How lucky am I? It is also the culmination of a lifelong love of both knitting and animals.

Most of the patterns in this book are worked partially in the round and partially flat. Some of them have intarsia, some have embroidery, and some are worked while holding multiple strands of yarn. Some of them even call for multiple sizes of dpns. These are probably not patterns for someone just learning to knit, but an intermediate knitter or a beginner who can work in the round and is not afraid of learning something new will be fine. Also keep in mind that YouTube is a great resource for any of the techniques that are unfamiliar to you. One thing is for sure: I promise you’ll never get bored, because each pattern is different, and there’s just something magical about seeing an animal come to life in your hands.

I tried to bring together a true assortment of animals for this book. Some you’ll probably never get a chance to see in real life, and others are so common you don’t even notice them anymore. Maybe after knitting a wood pigeon, you’ll stop and look next time you spot a real one and see for the first time the iridescence of its feathers or that wine-colored breast.

Thanks so much for your interest in my designs. Animals make our world a better, more beautiful place to live in, and it’s my hope that while you knit (or even just look through the pages), this book will bring you happiness and greater awareness, appreciation, and love for all the animals out there.

Sara




Abbreviations




	CO
	cast on



	dpn
	double-pointed needle



	EOR
	end of round/row



	K
	knit



	Kfb
	knit in the front and back of the next stitch



	K2tog
	 knit two stitches together



	K2toglp
	make a loop out of the K2tog being worked



	lp
	loop stitch



	M1
	make 1 stitch*



	M1L
	make one stitch to the left



	M1P
	purl the bar between stitches



	M1R
	make one stitch to the right



	P
	purl



	PSSO
	pass slipped stitch over last stitch worked



	PU
	pick up and knit a new stitch from existing work



	PUP
	pick up and purl a new stitch from existing work



	RS
	right side of work



	SSK
	slip 2 sts k-wise, place back onto left dpn; then K2tog through back loop



	SSKlp
	make a loop out of the SSK being worked



	st
	stitch



	sts
	stitches



	w&t
	wrap and turn*



	WiP
	work in pattern



	WS
	wrong side of work



	yo
	yarn over





*See further at right.

M1 (MAKE 1 ST)

Lift right leg in row below the next stitch, place on left needle, and knit as any other stitch.

W&T (WRAP AND TURN)

After knitting the specified number of stitches, bring yarn to the front of work, slip the next st on the left dpn to the right one, move yarn to the back of your work, and slip the stitch back to the left needle. This “wraps” the stitch. Turn your work and purl the number of stitches indicated. Bring yarn to the back of work, slip the next st on the left dpn to the right one, move yarn to the front of your work, and slip the stitch back to the left needle. This wraps the second stitch. Turn work and knit the number indicated.

Picking up and knitting the wraps is optional in these patterns. I usually don’t pick up any of them. There are a couple of places in this book, though, where I do recommend doing so, and I wrote it into the pattern.
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Yarn and Gauge; Stuffing

I used Cascade Aereo and Cascade 220 for projects throughout, at the gauges listed below. Gauge is measured on unblocked swatches worked flat in stockinette stitch.

CASCADE AEREO / CASCADE AEREO DUO

Worked in US size 5/3.75 mm needles

18 sts = 4 inches horizontally

15 rows = 2 inches vertically

CASCADE 220 / CASCADE 220 MERINO

Worked in US size 3/3.25 mm needles

24 sts = 4 inches horizontally

30 rows = 4 inches vertically

I used a particular type of stuffing for every animal in this book. It’s called Morning Glory Cluster Stuff polyester fiber.

Gauge is nothing to stress about when it comes to knitting stuffed toys. As long as it is tight enough so that the stuffing doesn’t show through the stitches of the finished object, you’ll be fine.
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Mexican Prairie Dog

SIZE

7.5″/19 cm head to toe

3″/7.5 cm wide

YARN

Cascade Aereo, #4 medium weight, 47% merino wool/31% baby alpaca/22% nylon, 240 yd./220 m per 3.5 oz./100 g skein


	A: 08 Camel (body, head, arms, legs); 100 yd./91 m

	B: 01 Jet (embroidery on face, toes, tip of tail); 5 yd./4.5 m



NEEDLES

US size 5/3.75 mm dpns

NOTIONS

Darning needle

Stuffing
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INSTRUCTIONS

• Body

Work begins at center/back of neckline. With color A, CO 21 sts onto 3 dpns. Join in the round by slipping the first CO st onto the 3rd needle and then pulling the 2nd stitch (formerly the last st) over it and off the needle; 20 sts remain.

Rnd 1: K all sts.

Rnd 2: (K4, M1R, K4, M1L) 2 times, K4. (24 sts)

Rnd 3: K all sts.

Rnd 4: (K4, M1R, K6, M1L) 2 times, K4. (28 sts)

Rnd 5: K all sts.

Rnd 6: (K4, M1R, K8, M1L) 2 times, K4. (32 sts)

Rnd 7: K all sts.

Rnd 8: (K4, M1R, K10, M1L) 2 times, K4. (36 sts)

Rnds 9–10: K all sts.

Rnd 11: K4, M1R, K3, place 6 sts on scrap yarn, K3, M1L, K4, M1R, K3, place 6 sts on scrap yarn, K3, M1L, K4. (28 sts)

Rnds 12–13: K all sts.

Rnd 14: K5, M1R, K6, M1L, K6, M1R, K6, M1L, K5. (32 sts)

Rnds 15–16: K all sts.

Rnd 17: K5, M1R, K8, M1L, K6, M1R, K8, M1L, K5. (36 sts)

Rnds 18–19: K all sts.

Rnd 20: K5, M1R, K10, M1L, K6, M1R, K10, M1L, K5. (40 sts)

Rnds 21–41: K all sts.

• Base

Continuing from the body sts.

Rnd 1: (K2tog, K3) 8 times. (32 sts)

Rnd 2: K all sts.

Rnd 3: (K2tog, K2) 8 times. (24 sts)

Rnd 4: K all sts.

Rnd 5: (K2tog, K1) 8 times. (16 sts)

Rnd 6: K all sts.

Rnd 7: (K2tog) 8 times. (8 sts)

Cut yarn, thread through remaining live sts, and pull closed. Weave in loose ends.
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• Right Arm

Setup: Using the CO tail to identify front of body (CO tail is in the back), place 6 sts from scrap yarn at right side of body onto 2 dpns. With RS facing, rejoin color A at 4th st; K3. With a 3rd dpn, PU 6 new sts around edge of underarm opening; K3 (EOR).

Rnds 1–2: K all sts. (12 sts)

Row 3: K9, w&t.

Row 4: P2, w&t.

Row 5: K3, w&t.

Row 6: P4, w&t.

Row 7: K6 (EOR).

Rnd 8: K2, SSK, K2tog, K6. (10 sts)

Rnds 9–10: K all sts.

Rnd 11: K1, SSK, K2tog, K5. (8 sts)

Rnds 12–13: K all sts.

Rnd 14: SSK, K2tog, K4. (6 sts)

Rnds 15–18: K all sts.

Cut yarn, thread through remaining live sts, and pull closed. Weave in loose ends.

• Left Arm

Repeat all setup instructions as for the right arm.

Rnds 1–2: K all sts. (12 sts)

Row 3: K5, w&t.

Row 4: P2, w&t.

Row 5: K3, w&t.

Row 6: P4, w&t.

Row 7: K10 (EOR).

Rnd 8: K6, SSK, K2tog, K2. (10 sts)

Rnds 9–10: K all sts.

Rnd 11: K5, SSK, K2tog, K1. (8 sts)

Rnds 12–13: K all sts.

Rnd 14: K4, SSK, K2tog. (6 sts)

Rnds 15–18: K all sts.

Cut yarn, thread through remaining live sts, and pull closed. Weave in loose ends. Stuff body and arms; hands are left unstuffed and flattened.

• Head

Setup: Beginning with the first CO st at center/back of neck, PU 20 sts in the original CO sts with color A. Stuff head as you go.

Rnd 1: K all sts.

Rnd 2: (M1, K5) 4 times. (24 sts)

Rnds 3–4: K all sts.

Row 5: K3, w&t.

Row 6: P6, w&t.

Row 7: K7, w&t.

Row 8: P8, w&t.

Row 9: K9, w&t.

Row 10: P10, w&t.

Row 11: K11, w&t.

Row 12: P12, w&t.

Row 13: K6 (EOR).

Rnd 14: (K2tog, K4) 4 times. (20 sts)

Row 15: K2, w&t.

Row 16: P4, w&t.

Row 17: K5, w&t.

Row 18: P6, w&t.

Row 19: K7, w&t.

Row 20: P8, w&t.

Row 21: K9, w&t.

Row 22: P10, w&t.

Row 23: K5 (EOR).

Rnd 24: (K2tog, K3) 4 times. (16 sts)

Rnd 25: K all sts.

Rnd 26: (K2tog, K2) 4 times. (12 sts)

Rnds 27–28: K all sts.

Rnd 29: (K2tog, K1) 4 times. (8 sts)
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Before closing the top of head, be sure to add more stuffing if needed. Cut yarn, thread through remaining live sts, and pull closed. Weave in loose ends.

The ears of the Mexican prairie dogs are barely visible on the real animals. With color A, embroider 3 small lines about ½″/1.25 cm long on top of each other running vertically at back/sides of head; then insert darning needle beneath the lines a few times to wrap them and hold together. Weave in loose ends.

• Legs

The top of the legs is created by embroidering a running stitch with color A from the base up 1.5″/3.8 cm and then curving it toward the outside of the body, ending at midway point on body. Insert darning needle with yarn back down into the body, go through the stuffing, and pull it out near beginning of the running stitch. Pull both ends slightly to cinch and create a gathering, accentuating the top of the legs. Tie a double knot with the 2 ends; weave in loose ends. Repeat on other side.
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• Feet

CO 8 sts onto 3 dpns and join in the round by same method used for body; 7 sts remain. K all sts for 10 rounds; cast off. Use CO tail to close tip of foot. With color B, embroider 3 lines about 1.5″/3.8 cm long at CO end of foot to create toes. Seam to bottom of leg with toes sticking out the front. Feet are not stuffed.

• Tail

With color A, CO 4 sts onto 1 dpn, leaving a tail for seaming to body. Work a 4-st I-cord for 10 rows. Cut color A; join color B. Work a 4-st I-cord for 6 rows. Cut yarn, thread through live sts, and pull closed. Weave in loose ends. Seam CO end to back of body just above the base with CO tail. Tail is not stuffed.

• Finishing

Arms are tacked down to sides or in the front with color A.

Embroider eyes on sides of head with color B; these can be small, straight lines above and in front of the ears. The nose is also embroidered with color B.
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Rainbow Trout

SIZE

14″/35.5 cm head to tail

4″/10 cm wide

YARN

Cascade 220, #4 medium weight, 100% Peruvian Highland wool, 220 yd./200 m per 3.5 oz./100 g skein


	A: 9407 Celery (top of head and body, fins); 50 yd./45.5 m

	B: 7804 Shrimp (horizontal stripe); 20 yd./18 m

	C: 8010 Natural (bottom of head and body); 30 yd./27.5 m

	D: 8555 Black (embroidered spots); 3 yd./2.75 m



NEEDLES

US size 3/3.25 mm dpns

NOTIONS

12 mm fishy safety eyes

Darning needle

Stitch marker (optional)

Stuffing

INSTRUCTIONS

• Head (top)

The head and body are worked flat; turn work after each row. With color A, CO 26 sts onto 1 dpn. The first 7 rows create the trout’s inner lip. Rows 8–32 are short rows to shape the head.

Row 1 (WS): P all sts.

Row 2 (RS): K all sts.

Row 3: P all sts.

Row 4: K all sts.

Row 5: P all sts.

Row 6: K all sts.

Row 7: P all sts.

Row 8: K14, w&t.

Row 9: P2, w&t.

Row 10: K3, w&t.

Row 11: P4, w&t.

Row 12: K5, w&t.

Row 13: P6, w&t.

Row 14: K7, w&t.

Row 15: P8, w&t.

Row 16: K9, w&t.

Row 17: P10, w&t.

Row 18: K11, w&t.

Row 19: P12, w&t.

Row 20: K13, w&t.

Row 21: P14, w&t.

Row 22: K15, w&t.

Row 23: P16, w&t.

Row 24: K17, w&t.

Row 25: P18, w&t.

Row 26: K19, w&t.

Row 27: P20, w&t.

Row 28: K21, w&t.

Row 29: P22, w&t.

Row 30: K23, w&t.

Row 31: P24, w&t.

Row 32: K25 (EOR).

Row 33: P all sts.
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• Body (top)

Color B is now added to each side of color A to create the horizontal stripes on the sides of the trout. This is done with the intarsia method of colorwork. Begin by preparing a second ball of color B, so you’ll have 1 for each side; it only needs to be about 10 yards. When changing colors, always bring the new color over the old one to prevent a gap from forming between them.

Row 1: Color B: K1 (1 st); Color A: M1R, K24, M1L (26 sts); Color B: K1 (1 st).

Row 2: Color B: P1; Color A: P26; Color B: P1.

Row 3: Color B: K2 (2 sts); Color A: M1R, K24, M1L (26 sts); Color B: K2 (2 sts).

Row 4: Color B: P2; Color A: P26; Color B: P2.

Row 5: Color B: K3 (3 sts); Color A: M1R, K24, M1L (26 sts); Color B: K3 (3 sts).

Row 6: Color B: P3; Color A: P26; Color B: P3.

Row 7: Color B: K4 (4 sts); Color A: K24 (24 sts); Color B: K4 (4 sts).

Rows 8–34 are worked in straight stockinette st with the same color combination (4–24–4) as row 7 above. P all sts on the WS, and K all sts on the RS.
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Some of the rows in the remainder of the body are short rows to shape the curve in the trout’s tail. On those rows, only some of the color A sts are worked, and only one color B stripe is worked. Turn your work and purl back after each of the short rows.

Row 35: Color B: K4; Color A: K2tog, K20, SSK (22 sts); Color B: K4.

Row 36: Color B: P4; Color A: P22; Color B: P4.

Row 37: Color B: K4; Color A: K8, w&t.

Row 38: Color A: P8; Color B: P4.

Row 39: Color B: K4; Color A: K22; Color B: K4.

Row 40: Color B: P4; Color A: P22; Color B: P4.

Row 41: Color B: K4; Color A: K8, w&t.

Row 42: Color A: P8; Color B: P4.

Row 43: Color B: K4; Color A: K22; Color B: K4.

Row 44: Color B: P4; Color A: P22; Color B: P4.

Row 45: Color B: K4; Color A: K2tog, K18, SSK (20 sts); Color B: K4.

Row 46: Color B: P4; Color A: P20; Color B: P4.

Row 47: Color B: K4; Color A: K7, w&t.

Row 48: Color A: P7; Color B: P4.

Row 49: Color B: K4; Color A: K20; Color B: K4.

Row 50: Color B: P4; Color A: P20; Color B: P4.

Row 51: Color B: K4; Color A: K7, w&t.

Row 52: Color A: P7; Color B: P4.

Row 53: Color B: K4; Color A: K20; Color B: K4.

Row 54: Color B: P4; Color A: P20; Color B: P4.

Row 55: Color B: K4; Color A: K2tog, K16, SSK (18 sts); Color B: K4.

Row 56: Color B: P4; Color A: P18; Color B: P4.

Row 57: Color B: K4; Color A: K6, w&t.

Row 58: Color A: P6; Color B: P4.

Row 59: Color B: K4; Color A: K18; Color B: K4.

Row 60: Color B: P4; Color A: P18; Color A: P4.

Row 61: Color B: K4; Color A: K6, w&t.

Row 62: Color A: P6; Color B: P4.

Row 63: Color B: K4; Color A: K18; Color B: K4.

Row 64: Color B: P4; Color A: P18; Color B: P4.

Row 65: Color B: K4; Color A: K2tog, K14, SSK (16 sts); Color B: K4.

Row 66: Color B: P4; Color A: P16; Color B: P4.

Row 67: Color B: K4; Color A: K5, w&t.

Row 68: Color A: P5; Color B: P4.

Row 69: Color B: K4; Color A: K16; Color B: K4.

Row 70: Color B: P4; Color A: P16; Color B: P4.

Row 71: Color B: K4; Color A: K5, w&t.

Row 72: Color A: P5; Color B: P4.

Row 73: Color B: K4; Color A: K16; Color B: K4.

Row 74: Color B: P4; Color A: P16; Color B: P4.

Row 75: Color B: K4; Color A: K2tog, K12, SSK (14 sts); Color B: K4.

Row 76: Color B: P4; Color A: P14; Color B: P4.

Row 77: Color B: K4; Color A: K4, w&t.

Row 78: Color A: P4; Color B: P4.

Row 79: Color B: K4; Color A: K14; Color B: K4.

Row 80: Color B: P4; Color A: P14; Color B: P4.

Row 81: Color B: K4; Color A: K4, w&t.

Row 82: Color A: P4; Color B: P4.

Row 83: Color B: K4; Color A: K14; Color B: K4.

Row 84: Color B: P4; Color A: P14; Color B: P4.

Row 85: Color B: K4; Color A: K2tog, K10, SSK (12 sts); Color B: K4.

Row 86: Color B: P4; Color A: P12; Color B: P4.

Row 87: Color B: K4; Color A: K3, w&t.

Row 88: Color A: P3; Color B: P3.

Row 89: Color B: K4; Color A: K12; Color B: K4.

Row 90: Color B: P4; Color A: P12; Color B: P4.

Row 91: Color B: K4; Color A: K3, w&t.

Row 92: Color A: P3; Color B: P4.

Row 93: Color B: K4; Color A: K12; Color B: K4.

Row 94: Color B: P4; Color A: P12; Color B: P4.

Row 95: Color B: K3; Color A: (K2tog) 2 times, K6, (SSK) 2 times (10 sts); Color B: K3.

Row 96: Color B: P3; Color A: P10; Color B: P3.

Row 97: Color B: K2; Color A: (K2tog) 2 times, K4, (SSK) 2 times (8 sts); Color B: K2.

Row 98: Color B: P2; Color A: P8; Color B: P2. Cut both strands of color B; the last row of body and all of the tail is worked with color A only.

Row 99: K all sts.

Do not cut color A. Leave live sts on dpn; set aside while working the bottom of head and body.
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• Head (bottom)

With color C, CO 26 sts onto 1 dpn. Rows 1–33 of the bottom of the head are worked exactly as the top of the head.

• Body (bottom)

Continuing with color C only.

Row 1: K all sts. (26 sts)

Row 2: P all sts.

Row 3: K all sts.

Row 4: P all sts.

Row 5: K all sts.

Row 6: P all sts.

Row 7: K2tog, K22, SSK. (24 sts)

Rows 8–34 are worked in straight stockinette st. P all sts on WS, and K all sts on RS. As with the top of the body, some of the following rows are short rows to create a curve.

Row 35: K2tog, K20, SSK. (22 sts)

Row 36: P all sts.

Row 37: K all sts.

Row 38: P8, w&t.

Row 39: K8.

Row 40: P all sts.

Row 41: K all sts.

Row 42: P8, w&t.

Row 43: K8.

Row 44: P all sts.
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Row 45: K2tog, K18, SSK. (20 sts)

Row 46: P all sts.

Row 47: K all sts.

Row 48: P7, w&t.

Row 49: K7.

Row 50: P all sts.

Row 51: K all sts.

Row 52: P7, w&t.

Row 53: K7.

Row 54: P all sts.

Row 55: K2tog, K16, SSK. (18 sts)

Row 56: P all sts.

Row 57: K all sts.

Row 58: P6, w&t.

Row 59: K6.

Row 60: P all sts.

Row 61: K all sts.

Row 62: P6, w&t.

Row 63: K6.

Row 64: P all sts.

Row 65: K2tog, K14, SSK. (16 sts)

Row 66: P all sts.

Row 67: K all sts.

Row 68: P5, w&t.

Row 69: K5.

Row 70: P all sts.

Row 71: K all sts.

Row 72: P5, w&t.

Row 73: K5.

Row 74: P all sts.

Row 75: K2tog, K12, SSK. (14 sts)

Row 76: P all sts.

Row 77: K all sts.

Row 78: P4, w&t.

Row 79: K4.

Row 80: P all sts.

Row 81: K all sts.

Row 82: P4, w&t.

Row 83: K4.

Row 84: P all sts.

Row 85: K2tog, K10, SSK. (12 sts)

Row 86: P all sts.

Row 87: K all sts.

Row 88: P3, w&t.

Row 89: K3.

Row 90: P all sts.

Row 91: K all sts.

Row 92: P3, w&t.

Row 93: K3.

Row 94: P all sts.

Row 95: K all sts.

Row 96: P all sts.

Row 97: K all sts.

Row 98: P all sts.

Row 99: K all sts.

Cut color C.

• Tail Fin

Sts from top and bottom pieces are now joined together in the round to work the tail fin. Arrange live sts from both pieces onto 3 or 4 dpns. It
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• Seaming, Attaching Eyes, Stuffing, and Embroidering Spots






• Fins


• Dorsal Fin (make 1)












• Anal Fin (make 1)
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• Pelvic Fins (make 2)











• Pectoral Fins (make 2)
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