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1. ​ Foreword

[image: ]


Shameful And Bloody Human History. Remorseful And Troubled Humanity: What's Next? Can We Do Any Better?

The pages of human history are terribly bloodsoaked, stained by endless wars, bloodshed, and sorrow throughout human history.

Aggression, Cruelty, Atrocities, and Genocide, are brought on by conquests, religion and toxic politics. These are the most dreadful features of human history.

Human beings are indeed a species of great contradictions, capable of terribly repugnant cruelty as well as highly admirable compassion.

Toxic human aggression and cruelty have led to terrible conflicts and devastating wars over the entire human history. On the other hand, human ingenuity and compassion have led to remarkable advances in social and technological developments and great improvement of human lives over the long human history on earth.

How can such extremes be reconciled?

What have we learned to change the course of human history for the better?
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2. ​ Human Savagery And Arrogance

[image: ]


The ruthless exercise of power has always been sustained by abominable human cruelty through the ages.

From primitive tribal conflicts and clashes over territory and vital resources, to persistent territorial wars, wholesale slaughtering of people of competing tribes, taking of large numbers of prisoners and slaves, pilfering of resources and properties, the suffering is endless.

From horrific wars of conquest, unquenchable thirst for  empire building, unforgiving religious wars, aggressive military power alliances and rivalry, to terrible local wars, frequent regional wars, and devastating world wars, the bloody conflicts and confrontation among humans are unending.

Indeed, the long river of human history has been overflowing with blood and tears over the millennia. It is truly a neverending story of human savagery and cruelty.
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3. ​ Why? Why? Why?
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Why did all this happen to the most intelligent species on earth?

A simple reason and explanation is that there are just too many evil people around. And there are just too many unthinking followers who are easily misled into following their evil but persuasive and charismatic leaders to the end of the world.

So, why is the world so full of evil men and women who seem to have no compassion or honour, and who only want to subjugate and use others to feed their own ego and selfish ways?

And why are common people so easily misled into believing and supporting these evil people to do all the terrible things in human history?

Human beings certainly need to take a serious look at this timeless puzzle.
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4. ​ Genocidal Humans
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Throughout the world, hundreds of millions of people have been killed in the continuous series of warfare in human history between various regions, peoples, and nations.

All these terrible acts of inexcusable mass murder were committed in the name of tribal security, racial purity, territorial expansion, nation building, patriotism, loyalty to kings and country, national security, national interest and national defense.

Indeed, this is the horrendous genocide that humans have perpetrated on fellow humans since time immemorial.
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5. ​ Unthinkable Cruelty
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The terrible history of humans' unthinkable cruelty to humans simply defies imagination.

Every history of every culture and every civilization in the world is full of bloodshed, slaughters, murders, massacres and genocides, involving the most horrific cruelty of humans against fellow humans.
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6. ​ Shameful Human History
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All this shameful human history only shows that humans are by nature bloodthirsty and cruel, especially when acting in closed and exclusive groups, ruled by particularly vicious and powerful leaders.

It is a history that should be carefully analyzed and understood so that terrible past mistakes will not be repeated in future.
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7. ​ Why The Terrible Cruelty?
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Why are humans so cruel to their own kind?

Are greed, arrogance, cruelty, and selfishness the hallmark of human nature?

Are the traditionally well-known seven deadly sins of wrath, avarice, sloth, pride, lust, envy and gluttony (“waspleg”) the defining traits of human beings?
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8. ​ Religion's Role
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Perhaps religion has emerged as such an important force in human society precisely because of the ugly human nature.

Perhaps in the darkest recesses of every human's mind is the horrified realization of the ugly human nature that resides deep within every person. Perhaps the morbid fear and the abhorrence of the ugly inherent human nature as exemplified by the seven deadly sins was simply too much for any person to bear.

So, in desperation, humans have turned to those religions that preach and believe in a powerful, omnipotent and merciful god who controls and watches over everything. They look to the almighty god of religion for protection, solace and restitution.

Certainly, the empathy, compassion, collaboration and shared belief in the great religions are vital ingredients for the proper functioning of any high performing human society.

If this is true, religion is indeed playing a vital role in human society and is a great redeeming force for humanity.

Unfortunately, religion is also liable to be used by unscrupulous leaders to galvanize the people to pursue aggressive and selfish policies and control. Human history has seen too many wars started for religious reasons or on the pretext of religion. It is therefore clear that religion can be a double-edged sword that can be misused horribly by bad actors.

Of course, there are those deviant religions that preach hatred, promiscuity, total obedience, exclusive privilege, and discrimination, and use all kinds of manipulative and psychological tactics to entrap, exploit and control believers. These are the cults that have marred many religions.
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