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Talking about dying
 is hard.

Dying is harder.

But there are
 many people
 who can help.




From Caldecott Award
 winner Chris Raschka-and in
 conjunction with Children’s
 Hospice International—
 comes a gentle, reassuring book
 for seriously ill children and the
 people who love them.
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For my father
 — C.R.




A NOTE ABOUT THIS STORY




When a child becomes aware of his or her pending death and is given the opportunity to “draw your feelings,” he or she will often draw a blue or purple balloon, released and floating free. Health care professionals have discovered that this is true regardless of a child’s cultural or religious background, and researchers believe that it demonstrates the child’s innate knowledge that a part of him or her will live forever.

I first heard this moving and fascinating anecdote from the psychiatrist and author of On Death and Dying, Elisabeth Kübler-Ross. It has affected me ever since.




—Ann Armstrong-Dailey, Founding Director
    and CEO, Children’s Hospice International
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No one likes to talk
 about dying.

It’s hard work.
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Dying is hard work.
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Many people do what they
 can to make dying not so hard.

Nurses, doctors, hospice
 care workers.

Clergy, friends, neighbors.

Brothers, sisters, nephews,
 nieces, grandchildren, sons
 and daughters.
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