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[image: ]Noah’s Ark and the Flood (Genesis 6–9)

The world had become full of wickedness, but Noah walked faithfully with God. God told him to build an ark to save his family and pairs of animals from a great flood. When the rains came, the ark kept them safe as the waters covered the earth. After the flood, Noah sent out a dove, which returned with an olive branch—a sign that land was dry again. This story shows God’s judgment on sin, but also His mercy and His promise to give humanity a new beginning.
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​Chapter 1: Welcome, Beginner!
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How This Book Will Help You

Welcome! If you’ve ever wanted to read the Bible but didn’t know where to start, this guide is for you. The Bible can feel big, complicated, and even overwhelming at times. That’s normal.

This book is designed to:


●  Keep it simple. You’ll get plain, everyday summaries of what’s happening.

●  Show you the big picture. Instead of getting lost in details, you’ll see how each part connects to God’s story.

●  Make it personal. Each section highlights what the passage reveals about God and how it might matter for your life today.

●  Give you confidence. By the end, you’ll know your way around Scripture and feel ready to keep exploring.


Think of this as a compass, not a textbook. It points you in the right direction without weighing you down.



What You Don’t Need to Know Yet

Before we go any further, let’s take some pressure off:


●  You don’t need to know church words. Words like atonement or justification will make sense later, but they aren’t required to get started.

●  You don’t need to understand every detail. Some parts of the Bible are mysterious. That’s okay—you’ll learn more as you go.

●  You don’t need a theology degree. This guide is written in plain language, so anyone can follow along.

●  You don’t need to read the whole Bible in one sitting. Even a few minutes a day adds up.


The Bible is a lifelong journey, not a one-week assignment. All you need is a willingness to learn and an open heart.



Tips for Using This Guide Daily

	Pick a consistent time. Morning, lunch break, or before bed—whatever works for you. A routine helps the habit stick.

	Use a translation that’s easy to read. Versions like the NIV, NLT, or CSB are beginner-friendly.

	Don’t worry if you miss a day. This isn’t a race. Just pick up where you left off.

	Bring a notebook. Jot down one word, one question, or one insight each day.

	Pray simply. Before reading, try: “God, help me understand Your Word today.”

	Go at your own pace. Some people read a chapter a day; others take smaller steps. Do what fits your season of life.


Remember: It’s better to read slowly and understand a little than to rush and remember nothing.
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From Creation to Christ to Forever

The Bible isn’t just a random collection of old writings—it’s one big story. Think of it like a giant puzzle: many pieces, but they all fit together to show one picture.

Here’s the story in simple words:

	Creation
God made the world, and it was good. He created people to know Him, love Him, and live with Him.

	The Fall
Humans chose their own way instead of God’s way. Sin (brokenness) entered the world, bringing pain and separation from God.

	God’s Promise
Even though people sinned, God promised to fix what was broken. He chose a family (Abraham’s descendants, Israel) to be a light to the world and to bring the Savior.

	Jesus (the Savior)
God kept His promise by sending Jesus. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross to take away sin, and rose again so we can be forgiven and close to God.

	The Church
After Jesus returned to heaven, His followers began spreading the good news everywhere. The church isn’t a building—it’s all the people who follow Jesus.

	Forever
One day, God will make everything new. No more pain, no more tears, no more death. Forever with Him in a perfect world.


That’s the Bible’s storyline in six steps: Creation → Fall → Promise → Jesus → Church → Forever.



How the Bible Fits Together

The Bible is actually a library of 66 books, written over hundreds of years by different authors, but all telling God’s one story.


●  Old Testament (39 books)

○  Before Jesus.

○  Focuses on God’s people, Israel, and God’s promises.

○  Main theme: God is preparing the way for a Savior.

●  New Testament (27 books)

○  After Jesus is born.

○  Focuses on Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and the start of the church.

○  Main theme: God’s promise is fulfilled in Jesus, and it changes everything.


Think of the Old Testament as the “before picture” and the New Testament as the “after picture.” Together, they show how God’s rescue plan unfolds.

👉 If you ever feel lost in the details, come back to this big picture. The Bible isn’t about memorizing every king or every law—it’s about seeing how God’s love runs through the whole story.
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​Chapter 3: Tools for the Journey
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When you set out on any journey, it helps to pack the right tools. Reading the Bible is no different. You don’t need a big library or fancy equipment—just a few simple things to help you stay on track.



Choosing a Beginner-Friendly Bible

The Bible has been translated into many versions, which can feel overwhelming. Here’s the good news: you don’t need to pick the “perfect” one. Start with one that’s easy to read.


●  Good beginner options:

○  NIV (New International Version) – Clear, balanced, and widely used.

○  NLT (New Living Translation) – Very easy to understand; reads like smooth English.

○  CSB (Christian Standard Bible) – Simple but still close to the original wording.

●  Avoid for now: Very old-fashioned versions like the KJV (King James Version). They’re beautiful but harder for beginners.


💡 Tip: If you’re not ready to buy one, free apps like YouVersion (Bible App) let you try different translations.



How to Look Up a Verse

There are books, chapters, and verses in the Bible. Here’s how to read a reference:

Example: John 3:16


●  John = the book

●  3 = the chapter

●  16 = the verse


So “John 3:16” means “the book of John, chapter 3, verse 16.”

Steps:

	Use the Table of Contents in your Bible to find the book.

	Flip to the chapter number (big bold numbers).

	Find the verse number (small numbers within the chapter).


Don’t stress if it feels confusing at first—everyone needs practice.



What to Do When You Feel Stuck

It’s normal to feel lost, confused, or even bored sometimes. Here’s what to try:


1.  Pause and Pray Simply

○  Say: “God, help me understand what You want me to see here.”

2.  Don’t Force It

○  If a passage is confusing, skip ahead. You can always return later.

3.  Focus on the Big Picture

○  Ask: “What does this teach me about God?” Even if the details are fuzzy, you’ll see God’s heart.

4.  Talk It Out

○  Share what you’re reading with a friend, small group, or mentor. Sometimes a short conversation clears up confusion.

5.  Remember It’s a Journey

○  The Bible is like a forest—don’t worry if you can’t name every tree. Enjoy the path and keep walking.






👉 With the right Bible, a little practice finding verses, and grace for yourself when you get stuck, you’ve got all the tools you need.

[image: ]Samson’s Strength (Judges 13–16)

Samson was chosen by God before his birth to deliver Israel from the Philistines. God gave him incredible strength, which he used to defeat Israel’s enemies many times. But Samson often acted out of pride and fell into temptation, especially with Delilah. In the end, after being captured and blinded, he prayed to God for one final act of strength. Pushing apart the pillars of a Philistine temple, Samson brought it down, defeating more enemies in his death than in his life—showing God’s power even through human weakness.
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[image: ]


When you go to buy a Bible, you’ll notice there are many different versions—NIV, ESV, NLT, KJV, and more. It can feel confusing! The good news is: all of these versions point to the same God, the same story, and the same Jesus. The difference is simply how the words were translated into English.



Word-for-Word Translations

These translations try to stay as close as possible to the original Hebrew and Greek words. They aim for accuracy, even if the wording sounds a little formal or harder to read.

📖 Examples: ESV (English Standard Version), NASB (New American Standard Bible), KJV (King James Version)
✅ Good for: serious study, digging into details.
⚠️ Sometimes harder for beginners because the sentences feel stiff or old-fashioned.



Thought-for-Thought Translations

These focus more on making the meaning clear in everyday language. Instead of trying to match every word exactly, they translate the idea of the sentence.

📖 Examples: NIV (New International Version), NLT (New Living Translation)
✅ Good for: beginners, daily reading, understanding the flow of the story.
⚠️ Not always the best if you want precise word-for-word detail.
Paraphrase Bibles

These are not strict translations but retellings of the Bible in very modern, casual language. They make the message clear and easy to grasp, but they aren’t meant for close study.

📖 Example: The Message (MSG)
✅ Good for: fresh perspective, devotional reading.
⚠️ Should be read alongside a regular translation so you don’t miss details.



Beginner-Friendly Recommendations

If you’re new to the Bible, here are a few
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