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Introducing

William Shakespeare!


William Shakespeare was a poet and
playwright    who lived in England in the
16th and 17th centuries. He was born in the
small town of Stratford-upon-Avon in
Warwickshire. How is it possible that his
work is still read, studied, translated and
performed all over the world?


Shakespeare wrote at least 37 plays, including
famous works such as Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet
and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. During his
lifetime especially, he was also well-known as a
poet. He wrote four long poems as well as a
collection of 154 love poems called sonnets.


We don’t know that much about Shakespeare’s life,
particularly when he was a young man. Historians have
 pieced together information about what was happening
  in the theatre at the time of Elizabeth I and James I
   and this gives us a good idea about what Shakespeare
   might have been doing then.


The Globe Theatre in London today
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When you first read or hear
Shakespeare’s plays or poems,
the language can seem strange
and difficult. But the more you
explore his work, the more you
realise that he was writing about
things that affect us all, even
today. His plays are still enjoyed
all over the world and the
greatest internationally famous
actors want to perform his lead
roles. There are celebrations and
a parade every year in Stratford-
upon-Avon on his birthday.


The Royal Shakespeare Theatre
in Stratford-upon-Avon


Shakespeare festivals have been

held in countries as far apart as

India, Poland, the United States,
South Africa and Australia. You
can visit the buildings in

Stratford-upon-Avon where

Shakespeare and his family lived

and grew up, and imagine the
life he led there.


Hamlet being performed in Denmark


William Shakespeare would have had many friends and
colleagues in the London theatres where he acted and
wrote his own plays. We know that he wrote some
plays together with other well-known playwrights, too.
Imagine you are going back in time, to London under
the reign of King James I. You might bump into one of
Shakespeare’s old friends at one of the city’s theatres.
Just think what you might find out …
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Welcome to the Globe!


Good day to you, my friend! My name is Kit.
Welcome to the Globe Theatre – the finest
theatre in all of London.


I’ve worked here at the Globe Theatre for over twenty years.
Now, it’s 1620 and I’m an old man in my fifty-second year.
Back in my younger days, I used to act in all the plays on this
magnificent stage. Over the years, I played the parts of kings,
warriors, heroes and fools. I made people laugh, cry and gasp
in terror. I’ve acted in front of rowdy audiences here, and
performed for royalty in their palaces, too.


There have also been sad and terrible days. I’ve
seen this theatre closed down because of fire,
and because of the plague that killed so
many people. But we’re still here today,
entertaining London.


Now I’m an old man, you’ll only
find me on the stage when I’m
sweeping up after a performance.
Nobody has been here at the
Globe for as long as me.
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I wonder if you’ve heard of the writer William Shakespeare? Well,
everyone’s heard of Shakespeare! If you ask me, he was the greatest
playwright who ever lived. He was also one of my best friends.


We were born around the same time and we came to London in the
same year to seek our fortune in the theatre. Over time, we became
good friends and we acted together to begin with. When he started
writing plays, I was lucky enough to act the parts of some of Will’s
most memorable characters. I’m sad to say that my good friend Will
died a few years ago. We all miss him here at the Globe Theatre, but
we still perform and enjoy his plays.


Have you ever seen or read any of Shakespeare’s plays? If you’ve got
a moment, I’ll take a break from my sweeping duties and tell you
some more about his life and work.


Let’s start by going back to Will’s childhood in the 1560s …


William Shakespeare
1564–1616
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