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    For every woman who's ever been judged by her past—
You are not your mistakes.
You are seen, loved, and still worthy of grace.

      

    

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Prologue 
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The night air bit at Teresa’s skin as she stood outside her parents’ home, a worn duffel bag slung over her shoulder, her pride buried beneath fear. Her father had spoken the words hours earlier, sharp and final:

“You’ve disgraced this family. You’re not welcome here anymore.”

Her mother said nothing. Just watched from the hallway, arms folded, her silence more painful than anger.

Teresa hadn’t cried. Not then.

But now, on the street with nowhere to go and a child growing inside her, the weight of it all settled in her chest like a stone.

She called a friend—Lydia—who agreed to let her stay for a few nights. It wasn’t ideal, but it was shelter. Until Lydia’s brother came home unexpectedly and made it clear: a pregnant girl with no plan wasn’t welcome under their roof.

So again, Teresa packed her things.

Again, she walked.

This time, with nowhere to turn.

She wandered through the city, her back aching, her spirit unraveling. She hadn’t eaten in two days. Her phone was dead. Her body was exhausted, but her mind refused to sleep.

That evening, as the sun dipped behind the buildings, she found herself standing across the street from a small white church. A faint light glowed in one of the side windows. The sign read: “Come As You Are.”

She stared at it, uncertain.

Her feet ached. Her soul even more.

But something inside whispered, try again.

And so, with hands trembling and heart cracked open, Teresa stepped off the curb and walked toward the light.
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Chapter 1: Cast Out
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The rain tapped gently against the rooftop like a metronome counting down the seconds before her world fell apart. Teresa stood in the narrow corridor of her childhood home, soaked not from the rain but from sweat and fear. She clutched the frayed handles of her duffel bag—stuffed with a few clothes and the remains of what was once her certainty—and stared at the man she had once called her rock.

Her father’s face was stiff with disappointment, his arms crossed like a judge handing down a sentence.

“You’ve brought disgrace to this house, Teresa,” he said, his voice like gravel under boots. “A child out of wedlock? Do you even realize what you’ve done?”

Teresa’s voice trembled. “I didn’t plan this, Baba. I never meant to hurt anyone.”

He stepped forward, finger pointed like a blade. “You should’ve thought about that before lying with a man who didn’t even have the decency to face me!”

Her throat tightened. “He left... I didn’t know he would. I thought he cared. I thought—”

“You thought?” Her father scoffed. “You dishonored this family. And for what? A boy who ran at the first sign of responsibility? You have no shame.”

In the corner, her mother stood silently, arms wrapped around herself, tears glistening in her eyes but not a single word on her lips. That silence was louder than the shouting.

“Mama,” Teresa said softly, looking at her mother, searching her face
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