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"Nowhere to run. Nowhere to hide."


―Alligator Alcatraz official slogan

1

The sunbaked construction site is hot, humid, and awash in mid-summer heat. But the men who occupy it are not thirsty for water. Instead, they are thirsty for blood. My blood. The sweat soaks my work shirt, jeans, and work boots like somebody opened up a garden hose on me. The same goes for my brother from another mother, Blood. When he punches me with a straight right, I pretend to be stunned. Like Rocky after an Apollo Creed wallop to the chin, I wobble and take a few awkward steps backwards. 

The crowd of construction workers gasps and shouts, “Knock ‘em out already.” Their accents are mostly Latino since they are from south of the border. A few are from other countries as far away as West Africa, but they still came up through the open southern border, making them just as illegal. But boy oh boy, do the construction business owners love to hire them on the cheap. Anyway, I’m getting a little ahead of my skis here.

I pretend to throw a left hook at Blood, but I whiff. More gasps and this time, some laughter. The crowd is exchanging cash while the bets get bigger and our eventual payout all the larger. Blood leans into me like he’s tiring. 

“You’re supposed to go down already, Harry,” he whispers into my ear.  

“In case you hadn’t noticed, the longer we go, the more money we make,” I say. 

“The bets get bigger,” he says. “I get it. Hit me in the gut.” 

I pretend to regain my strength and slam Blood’s belly with a quick upper cut. It’s a swift and hard enough punch to put a normal man down, the air completely punched out of him. But Blood is not a normal man. He is a six-foot-four-inch hunk of obsidian stone. Punching him hurts me more than it does him. But the point is, we need to put on a good show for these gullible gamblers. He pretends to be hurt, and he doubles over. 

I go in for the knockout with a swift uppercut that catches him on the chin. The crowd roars in excitement. More money is exchanged, and the bets grow bigger. Even though no one is coming out and saying it, the obvious question pervades the construction site: How in the world can a far shorter (but still rock solid) white man by the name of Harry Steele possibly be on the verge of knocking out the giant Black God who goes by the killer name of Blood? 

It turns out, Harry can’t. Because when Blood regains his composure, he comes after me with both arms swinging. He nails me with a left hook that rings my bell and nearly sends me to the gravel floor. He follows up with an equally hard right, then locks onto me like he’s growing more exhausted. 

“You gotta hit me that hard?” I whisper. “I think you loosened some teeth.”

“Hey, Harry, you wanted realism,” he says directly into my ear. 

I can’t exactly see his sweat-covered face, but I imagine that he’s smiling. 

“I say we end it now,” I say. “There’s gotta be five grand coming our way.” 

“You wanna take the fall?” he says. 

“Only makes sense,” I say. 

That’s when he backs away and lands a straight right against my forehead. It’s a shot that for a Joe average donut-fed man would cause significant brain damage. But for me, it’s another jab that barely stings. But I make a good, if not dramatic, show of it and drop to one knee, again, Rocky Balboa style. Then, before Blood can get another, more fatal blow to my skull, I faceplant on the solid construction site ground. 

The crowd roars, all of them satisfied customers. They’re just about to hand Blood his take of the money pot when the sirens blare and the armored vehicles come racing onto the jobsite. 

2

Three black, armor-plated paddy wagons appear, all of them bearing the letters "ICE" on the side panels in big, white block letters. The black tactical body armor and helmeted ICE agents emerge from the vehicles, all of them gripping AR-15s. I get back up onto my feet. The illegal workers and their bosses don’t waste any time. Like cockroaches living under a refrigerator that’s just
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