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Dedication

I dedicate this book to my loves: Jim, Amanda and Christopher. You three are the lights of my life. You have filled me with joy, listened to my dreams and shared your own dreams with me. I am blessed to love and be loved by you.
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About Roxanne


Introduction: Stories

The journey between who you once were, and who you are now becoming, is where the dance of life really takes place.

— Barbara deAngelis

I have often thought that every piece of art has a story. Sometimes the story is in my imagination long before I create a collage, and sometimes it emerges much later.

This book is a collection of my own collage stories and those of other artists. I would like to invite you to experience each of these Collage Stories, not only by viewing the artwork itself, but by reading each story written from the hearts of the artists themselves.

My wish is that when you look at each photograph of my world, my worktable or the collages and stories that you may be more inspired in your own life.


Materials: Storytelling Tools
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On these pages I want to share with you the general materials we’ll be using to create collages throughout the book.

ADHESIVES

I have often called matte medium my favorite tool, and I talk about it a lot in this book, especially in chapter one.


	acrylic matte medium

	craft glue

	GAC 200

	gesso: white and clear

	glue sticks

	mosaic glue



CLEANUP

I have a couple of different water dishes I use; one is smaller for painting with watercolors. The other (it was my mother’s—a square plastic dish, stained and discolored, and I am quite attached to it) is larger and is used for collaging. It needs clean water more often as it gets thick with gesso and matte medium fairly quickly.


	hand sanitizer

	paper towels

	water dish

	wipes



COLOR & MARKS

There are so many materials that you can use to add color, tints or backgrounds to your collage pages. PanPastels are my favorite. Their colors are soft and earthy, and you can make them transparent or opaque according to how you apply them. Hair spray is a great fixative for pastel and doesn’t smell as strong as the fixatives you buy in art stores. (TreSemmé comes in travel-size spray bottles.)

It is good to have a variety of paintbrushes, some for details and some for backgrounds.


	acrylic paint, assorted colors

	distress Inks

	PanPastels

	pencil, no. 2 with a good eraser

	permanent pens

	pigment inkpads: black, brown and white

	watercolors



ENCAUSTICS

These are the materials and tools I begin with when I want to add beeswax to my collages. If you decide to do more advanced work, there are books and websites that can help you expand your encaustic workstation. I talk about collaging with wax in chapter eight.


	beeswax, white

	heat gun

	old paintbrush or 1⁄2"–1" (13mm–25mm) crafting brush

	palette knife

	small Crock-Pot



FOUND OR COLLECTED OBJECTS

You might be surprised by what you can find in your own backyard or garden. These are things I love to collect that work well in collages.


	baling wire and rusty wire from the garden

	beach glass

	beads

	buttons

	chain

	discarded candy bar wrappers

	flat stones

	leaves and other natural treasures

	old paint chips

	old pocket watch parts

	old tickets, tape, price tags

	pieces of text

	rusty washers

	seedpods

	shells or shell fragments

	small vintage bottles

	small vintage tin boxes

	wine labels



IMAGERY

If you are reading this book, chances are you already have a stash of images that you’ve collected—either your own photographs or torn from magazines or discarded books. Hold on to them! You never know when you might need one for your collages.


	newspaper, magazine or catalogue pages

	old hankies, scarfs or fabric napkins

	photocopies of fabrics or rugs

	pressed flowers

	printed-out images of your own photographs or copyright-free images from the Internet

	stamps

	stencils

	vintage postcards, books, envelopes and letters



PAPERS & FABRICS

I love paper and fabric too; the more unusual the texture, the better. Paper can be found at paperies and art supply stores, and vintage papers (and fabrics) are often in antique stores and on Etsy.

Fabric stores will have cottons, muslin and silk as well as tapestries and upholstery fabrics. Here are some of my very favorites:


	cheesecloth

	cotton

	envelopes

	fabric scraps

	graph paper

	handmade papers

	lace

	mesh

	mulberry paper

	muslin

	Nepalese paper

	old library cards and pockets

	paper scraps

	rice paper

	silk

	tissue paper

	velveteen

	vintage fabrics

	vintage paper

	wax or parchment paper

	wrapping paper



STITCHING & ATTACHING

For binding books and even stitching as an embellishment I often use beading cord. It comes in many colors and is easy to thread into a needle.

Wire can be found in many sizes and colors. I suggest experimenting until you know what works best for you.


	beading cord

	embroidery thread

	metallic threads

	twine or string

	wax linen thread

	wire, assorted gauges and colors



SURFACES

I use all of these surfaces plus many others, but my very favorites are old scraps of wood. My husband and my son often build things, and anything left after their projects are complete is fair game for me.

If I am using a canvas board, I prefer the wrapped ones but will use anything I can get my hands on.


	art journal

	canvas board or wraparound canvas

	watercolor paper, various sizes and brands

	wood scraps, square or rectangle



TOOLS

I keep all of these tools handy. My favorite straightedges are the old wooden ones. I like their simplicity and the feel of wood in my hands and am always on the lookout for them in antique stores and on Etsy.

I use all sorts of cutting tools, but as you will see throughout this book, I prefer tearing my papers. Sandpaper is a must to roughen up old tin and wood pieces and also images from magazines that are too glossy.

For attaching found objects to pieces of wood I use small nails and tacks. I like to dab a bit of acrylic paint on the heads if they need to blend in a little more.


	awl

	brayer

	drill, small bit

	hair dryer

	hammer

	jumbo paper clips

	needle-nose pliers

	sandpaper, fine, medium and rough grades

	scissors

	small hammer

	small nails, brads and tacks

	straightedge or ruler

	tapestry or large-eyed needle

	utility knife

	wire and metal cutters




CHAPTER 1

Collage with Textured Papers
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Moonrise

In the midst of a hot and dry summer I was driving back from having my work shown at an opening in Jacksonville, Oregon. The sky was filled with dramatic thunderclouds, and below them a huge moon was rising, a “super” moon that we see here only once in a long while. I thought of my home a few hours away. The moon was rising there over the Klamath River as well, watching over my family and everything else that I love.
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Respond to every call that excites your spirit.

— Rumi

When I discovered that I could use different papers—especially rice papers—in my artwork, a whole new world opened up to me. This discovery and making collages changed my life as an artist.

I had ordered packets of colored rice and mulberry papers, and when they arrived I joyfully experimented with them for hours. I loved learning how some of the papers changed color with the matte medium, and how some were transparent and some were opaque or became darker. I began to notice that choosing my papers helped me set the mood and tell a story.

I found myself collecting papers wherever I went. Torn paper towels and napkins that I had found in restaurants, parts of paper bags and discarded colored tissue paper left over from holidays all filled my baskets. Soon I had boxes and baskets filled with them, all different sizes and colors. I love to share these papers at my workshops and have many baskets of them filling my studio shelves.

To me, collage is so much more than just covering a page with random papers or images, although that is certainly fun to do. A collage is the story of this moment in time. Creating one is full of surprises. As you read through this chapter you will discover different ways to use your papers by overlapping, tearing and cutting. You will learn to use your intuition and trust your instincts. And you will discover the freedom to explore in new ways!

Collaging will give you a chance to play, a chance to experiment with texture and color. When you create a collage it becomes your story. Often it emerges slowly, or sometimes it is there from the beginning.

In this chapter, you will see how I begin my textured paper collages and how laying out papers and objects on my worktable inspires me to create. You will be introduced to my home, the views from my windows and the nature that surrounds me.

And you will meet three artists whom I discovered several years ago from blogging and have loved ever since. You will see for the first time their textured paper collages and read unique collage stories that they have created just for this book. You will experience firsthand their unique style and how they find beauty in the smallest details.


Things to Love About Textured and Colored Papers


	The way they feel to the touch—rough, smooth or somewhere in between.

	The way they change colors when they are next to another color.

	Some are transparent and some are opaque.

	They all have a different sheen; some are dull and some are shiny.

	There are always different papers to be discovered.

	When you collage with papers, you can play with design before even putting a mark down on your paper.






Today on My Worktable...

[image: ]

The artist is a receptacle for emotions that come from all over the place:

from the sky, from the earth, from a scrap of paper, from a passing shape,

from a spider’s web.

— Pablo Picasso

There is a quote that I found in a home decorating magazine, “Surround yourself with the things you love,” by designer Bob Timberlake. This quote has come alive in my studio and especially on my worktable. When I begin a new project I start by laying out the tools I will use. These are often tools that have been handed down from my mother, who was an artist as well, or that I have found in antique stores hiding in the bottom of old, dusty boxes.

Next I lay out things that give me inspiration for the project: colored and textured papers in small piles or bundles, an old photograph or book, a poem written on a scrap of graph paper, my most recent vintage finds or small collections.

And perhaps one of the most important things is that I love to go outside into my garden and collect a small arrangement of flowers or leaves. I will put these in a dish of water or just lay them out to dry, finding beauty in all of their stages. These arrangements give me a sense of belonging and connecting to the natural world, and they help me remember to always find beauty in the details. In these examples I am sharing with you some photographs of what is on my worktable at different times.


[image: ]

Task

What small things do you love that you keep on your desk or worktable? What are your very favorite art tools? Take a moment to really look at them, take a photograph or write about them in your journal. Where did you find that stone, or who gave you that special paintbrush? What are your favorite colored pencils or paintbrushes that you find yourself using again and again?

Make a group of them and take a photograph of your arrangement. This itself is a collage.
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Task

Bring leaves or flowers in from your garden or a nearby park. Lay them on your desk or art table near a current journal page or collage. Take a photograph. Press them and use them in your art later. (I press leaves and flowers in whatever book or journal I have nearby. You don’t need a plant press.)




Collage Challenge: Finding Balance
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I have been thinking about how we all need to take time to balance our lives. Sometimes one thing can take over your minutes and your days, but even though it is something you love, you realize it is time to spread your wings and make time for other things in your life. Maybe you need to slow down a little and focus on all of your gifts, not just one. To get more fresh air, read a favorite book or dance to your favorite music. This is just what I have been going through.

My collage is a metaphor of finding my own balance between traveling and staying home, between teaching and creating my own art, even between working in the garden and being in my studio. In Finding Balance I experimented with textures, with darks and lights, with smooth and rough surfaces, and with ideas and themes.

For this challenge I invite you to create a collage about finding your own balance. Naturally, there are times when deadlines and responsibilities loom. But when they are finished, what helps you slow down and pay attention to the things that are important to you, as well as the things that need to be done? As you work on this collage, can you find a balance between darks and lights, textures and patterns, colors and images? Just as you create a balance in your artwork, you can create a balance in your life just by giving it some thought.


What You Need

brayer

Distress
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STEP 1: Set up your workspace
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STEP 2: Gather your papers
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STEP 3: Gather your tools
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STEP 4: Tear your paper
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STEP 5: Lay out your design
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STEP 6: Adhere your papers
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STEP 7: Choose and adhere your focal point
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STEP 8: Add interesting details
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Task






Tips on Using Matte Medium





	Dip an old paintbrush into water, then blot off excess on a paper towel.

	Using matte medium, paint a layer under your collage paper and over it. (If you have something in the wrong place, you can pull it up and move it still.)

	Blot with a paper towel. If you leave too much matte medium over your work, it can look milky.

	Repeat this process as you build up your design.

	Roll over your collage periodically with your brayer. Use a piece of parchment paper to protect your collage. This will get out any air bubbles and help secure your papers.

	Always rinse off your brush completely, or leave it in your water dish. Matte medium can ruin brushes, though I have discovered that soaking a hardened brush in hand sanitizer can get it clean.
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