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Accompong
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Maroon settlement in St. Elizabeth Parish named after the founder of the town, Accompong, brother of the great maroon leader Cudjoe. The name is derived from Acheampong, a personal name among the Twi speaking people who were brought to Jamaica in large numbers in the 17th and 18th centuries from the area that is now Ghana. Most of the Maroons came originally from this group – referred to locally as Coromantees.  

Accompong is now the only maroon town left on the western side of the island. It was officially founded in 1739 when land was ceded to the Maroons as one of the terms of the peace treaties with the English which ended the Maroon Wars. The maroon signatories of the treaty of 1 March 1738 were the brothers Cudjoe, Accompong and Johnny, along with Cuffee and Quaco – all styled ‘Captain’ in the articles of pacification. The village was built on the site of the camp chosen by Accompong from which he had raided the surrounding countryside.  
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As at other maroon towns, the leader at Accompong today is called the Colonel. A Festival called ‘Cudjoe’s Day’ is held here every 6 January to celebrate the signing of the treaty and the founding of the town.  
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Adelphi
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Village in St. James Parish which was the first place on the north side of the island where religious instruction was given to the slaves during the British period. It was formerly part of an estate known as ‘Stretch and Set,’ a name derived, it is said, from the brutal punishment inflicted on the slaves there. The estate was acquired by 

George Lascelles Winn, a Quaker planter who renamed it 

‘Adelphi.’ In 1786 Winn purchased some slaves in 

Kingston among whom were members of the Baptist 

church founded by the Revd. George Liele. Winn later persuaded Moses Baker, a member of Liele’s church, to come to Adelphi to minister to his slaves.  

[image: image]

Baker, like Liele, was a free black from the United States. He was converted after his arrival in Jamaica in 1783 and commenced his ministry at Adelphi in 1788, setting up a church at nearby Crooked Spring in 1791, to be followed by other churches in the area. Baker, a former barber, was already an old man when he started his ministry and was so successful that he contacted the Baptist Missionary Society of Great Britain requesting help with the work. As a result, in 1814 the BMS sent the first white Baptist Missionary, 

John Rowe, from England.  
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In the present Salter’s Hill Church near to Adelphi can be a memorial to Baker who died in 1828 and at the age of 97.  
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Admiral Town
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Place name in Kingston, which recalls the earlier name of Admiral’s Pen which embraces what is not the ‘town’ and adjoining areas. The residence was one of Jamaica’s historic buildings, immortalized by the visiting English painter James Hakewill. Admiral’s Pen was the residence of the commander-in-chief of British naval forces in Jamaica at a time when this station was one of the most important in the British Empire. Among its illustrious visitors was the future Admiral Lord Nelson.  

When the house and pen near to Greenwich on the western side of the harbor were purchased by the government in 1774, it was already called Admiral’s Pen, three admirals having lived there in succession, the dockyard at Greenwich being the naval embarkation point. As the official residence, Admiral’s Pen became a center of colonel social life and is one of the places frequently mentioned by Lady Nugent, wife of the governor of Jamaica 1801-05, in her famous Journal. But by 1829 the house was described as ‘ruinous and uninhabitable.’ 

In the 1840s Admiral’s Pen was used to house Irish immigrants on arrival, five shiploads of them staying there at one point in time. In 1863 the property was acquired by the civic authorities for use as a poor house and was known as the Union Poorhouse for Kingston and St. Andrew. Attached to the poor house was the burial ground; the area now known as ‘Ghost Town.’  
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Albion
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Place name in St. Thomas Parish, about 27km from 

Kingston, which recalls a historic estate on the delta of the Yallahs River about 1.6km off the main highway on the turning to Easington. It gave its name to Albion sugar, a light-colored sugar first manufactured here in the 1870s. Albion in the 1880s was Jamaica’s leading producer of sugar and rum, and according to historian Barry Higman ‘played an important role in the introduction of new sugar technology.’ Like many other estates, Albion found it increasingly difficult to compete with European beet sugar and produced its last crop in 1928, when it was sold to the 

United Fruit Company and converted to banana cultivation. 

The 18th century Great House and old factory are now in ruins, though the aqueduct that brought water from the Yallahs River can still be seen. The aqueducts and ruined mill house are listed as historic monuments by the JNHT. 

Albion was once owned by Simon Taylor, the richest man of his day.  
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Alley
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The former capital of the old parish of Vere, once known as Withywood because of the thick bush of the area in the early days of settlement.  
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Annotto Bay


[image: ]


[image: image]

Town in St. Mary Parish which was once an active port on the north side. It derives its name from the anatto that probably grew widely in the area or was shipped from here. The 16th century Spanish settlement of Mellila was probably located near present day Annotto Bay, and Fort 

George in the hills above is thought to have been built on Spanish foundations. The Baptist chapel on the main street is the most interesting structure in the town. It was built in 1894 and is listed as a national monument. The church was designed by the Revd. Charles Barron of Scotland. It is believed that he himself cut the glass for all the windows by hand and fitted them in the frames and decorated the walls of the church with verses of scriptures. The style is unique.  
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August Town


[image: ]


[image: image]

This village on the bank of the Hope River in St. Andrew Parish is supposed to have been so named to commemorate the date of the Emancipation of the slaves on 1 August 1838, which thereafter became a notable holiday. The village is also associated with the great Revivalist 

Alexander Bedward.  
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