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This eBook is copyrighted with all rights reserved. The author does not assume any liability for the misuse of information contained herein. The information contained within this guide is offered for entertainment purposes only. The author does not assume any responsibility for the accuracy or misuse of any information contained herein. 

While every attempt has been made to provide information that is both accurate and proven effective, the author and the publisher make no guarantees that the information presented herein will benefit everyone in every situation. The author assumes no liabilities for any injury or misconduct as a result of information within this eBook
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Introduction:  The Cost of Scrapbooking 
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A venture into the world of scrapbooking usually begins with a trip to the hobby store.  There you peruse the aisles overwhelmed by the spectacular array of lovely textured papers in every color in the known universe.  You relish down row after row of delightful stickers and embellishments, and you eye shiny new tools that cause your crafter's soul to drool with desire.  But, those papers cost an average of a dollar for a single sheet.  Only a dollar, you think without surmising the expense totaling up twenty or thirty times over for an average scrapbook.  

The embellishments are five dollars or more per package, and I will never forget paying that amount for a single miniature Christmas tree laden with sparkling garland and ornaments.  It was truly a work of art, but I will never succumb to that temptation again.  On careful examination after removing it from the packaging, I easily learned how I could have produced the item myself.

The latest scrapbooking gadgets average from fifteen dollars to hundreds of dollars for a stencil cutting machine.  The commercials for these appliances can easily induce you into a scrapbooking frenzy of desire.  Keep the desire, but save your dollars.  Most of the fancy tools I have purchased lie unused in cabinets and drawers.

Store advertising tactics convince you that you will need all the latest stickers, embellishments, acid-free adhesives, ribbons, sheet protectors, and an expensive album in which to place it all.  When it all comes down to the facts of the matter, it is all made of paper, plastic, and textiles.

Why not use creativity instead?  Your scrapbooks will not only cost far less, they will be uniquely yours.  Through the years you will treasure the books even more that contain little bits and pieces of found objects from your own closets, cabinets—or trash bins.  Who says the creative mind can't be practical?

Admittedly, whimsy does tend to like a free rein.  The unfettered nature of the imaginative spirit does not like to be hampered by pragmatic matters—such as finances.  However, if you must live on a budget, remind yourself that you will be able to make even more scrapbooks if you can find a way to do it for less.  This book will show you how to save money and still produce some of your most artfully produced books ever.

You will need pictures, of course—the main ingredient.  They will need to be printed, and at three to seven per page, this is one expense which is unavoidable whether you have them professionally produced or use your own computer and printer.  The cost of the ink and paper usually is equal to most of the discount offers that are out there.  Watch for specials in the photo department at your local discount stores, and shop online for good deals, too.

Acid-free adhesives—ranging from double-sided tape, glue sticks, dimensional dots, and liquid glues—amount to as much as three or four packages per scrapbook.  One roll of acid-free double-sided tape is almost six dollars.  This is why it is not unusual to spend over a hundred dollars to produce a single masterpiece.  Until I learned some tricks of my own, I could hardly keep the cost under that amount.  There are many creative ways to create budget scrapbooks that look anything but cheap and you can even have more fun making them.  Read on!
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Chapter 1.  Dollar Store Findings
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Most dollar stores have a scrapbooking section, and their papers are offered at about half the price of hobby stores.  Typically, you can get a package of four to six sheets for a dollar.  They are sometimes not as thick—which doesn't matter at all.  And, I have found them to be exceptionally beautiful, with sparkles, glitter, and various dimensional effects.  The packages are usually themed, so you can easily find something that coordinates well with your subject matter—whether it is vacations, sports, springtime, holidays or birthdays.  There you will also find stickers and other adornments, although there are usually fewer to a package than those from the craft stores.  How often do you end up with half-used packages of stickers anyway?

Their simple basic albums sell for only $5.00 as apposed to $20.00 or even up to $50.00 in the expensive stores.  They may not be made as quite as well, but I have found them sturdy enough.  They tend to be simple and in ordinary basic solid colors.  As for them being plain—that's an easy fix.  I have added ribbons, stickers, and even flowers to my album covers.  I once cut through the front cover with a sharp X-Acto knife to make a window, and I often re-cover the whole thing with vinyl, cloth, or special paper to match the theme of the scrapbook.  

The one I did for my “moving to the country” memory book is completely wrapped in burlap with a tiny scarecrow doll attached.  The new baby scrapbook I made for my daughter-in-law was one of these bargain albums which I adorned with row after row of pink velvet and silk ribbons.  For another similar book I printed my twin granddaughters' newborn pictures onto cloth which I adhered to an otherwise simple album, covering it completely.  I used a simple iron-on printer sheet for the photo, and then I sewed that to pink cloth using a fancy stitch on my sewing machine, completely refurbishing a bargain-priced album.  I added pink and green decorative braid from the sewing department as well.  The possibilities using these techniques are endless.  

Hair adornments also make dainty, frilly scrapbook embellishments, and you will find an enormous variety in any dollar store.  Not only do they have bows small enough for scrapbooking purposes, but ribbons and bands can be found in a smorgasbord of colors and styles to fit your theme.  After you remove the clasps, staples, or wires, they no longer resemble their original purpose at all.  Cut through an elastic headband and it becomes a piece of ribbon or braid.  Tape the two loose ends to the back of the page.  

The advantages to paper sticker bands and borders from the scrapbooking store are many: 1) the colors and designs are offered in enormous variety, 2) the cloth adds texture which contrasts well against all the paper items on the page, and 3) it is easy to sew buttons or charms onto cloth hair adornments that are too plain for your needs.  I
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