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  The Part and Chapter Headings of Atlas Shrugged


  Onkar Ghate


  At over a thousand pages long and dealing with the fate of a civilization, Atlas Shrugged is a story of incredible scope and complexity. Its theme is the role of man’s reasoning mind in achieving all the values of his existence. Its plot is driven by a central question, a seeming contradiction: If the men of the mind are the creators and sustainers of man’s life, why do they continually lose their battles and witness their achievements siphoned off and destroyed by men who have abandoned their minds? The story focuses on how the men of the mind learn to ask and to answer this question, thereby putting a stop to their own exploitation.


  To resolve the apparent contradiction demands of the heroes a ruthless commitment to logic: to identify the problem, learn its fundamental cause, and grasp the path to its solution. To liberate themselves, the men of the mind must discover, understand, and then practice a new set of philosophical principles. And for we as readers to really appreciate the story’s progression, the same exacting logical focus is demanded of us. The names of the three parts of Atlas Shrugged are certainly a tribute to Aristotle and his discovery of the laws of logic (as Ayn Rand herself describes the three parts in the afterword to Atlas Shrugged, “About the Author”). But they are more than this. They name the fundamental logical issue that the events of that part of the story are (and that we as readers should be) focused on. They, in conjunction with the individual chapter headings, serve as guideposts to direct our attention to central issues that must be understood and central contradictions that must be resolved in order to grasp both the mystery and the logic of Atlas Shrugged.


  Let us explore how this is so.


  I will discuss each of the parts and chapters of Atlas Shrugged in their chronological order, but I will not be recapping their events. This is not meant to be an exhaustive summary. Think of it more as a study guide. I am assuming familiarity with the events of each part and each chapter: Given that familiarity, I am trying to highlight how the part and chapter headings help integrate those events and thus enable us to gain a deeper understanding of the story and its meaning. (All quotations will be from the part or chapter under discussion, unless otherwise indicated.)


  PART I: NON-CONTRADICTION


  Part I of Atlas Shrugged begins with Eddie Willers’ attempt to convince James Taggart, President of Taggart Transcontinental Railroad, to face the considerable problems on its Rio Norte Line. This line provides service to the last booming area of the United States, the state of Colorado. Part I ends with Ellis Wyatt, the most productive of Colorado’s industrialists, setting fire to his oil fields and vanishing.


  The main sequence of action in part I is the destruction of the only reliable rail line servicing Colorado, the Phoenix-Durango, and Hank Rearden’s and Dagny Taggart’s relentless effort to construct a replacement, the John Galt Line, a replacement fully worthy of the explosion of productivity taking place in Colorado. The principal paradox of part I is why Hank and Dagny face such tremendous opposition, from every corner of society, to their attempt to save Colorado, and why, when their desperate struggle eventually succeeds, their achievement and Colorado’s are nevertheless so easily, effortlessly destroyed.


  As this main line of action unfolds, a multitude of other mysteries and seeming contradictions surface. Why, for instance, does an institution devoted to science, the State Science Institute, denounce the scientific achievement that is Rearden Metal? Why does Jim destroy the Phoenix-Durango, even though this jeopardizes the existence of his own railroad? Why won’t Owen Kellogg take the better job that Dagny offers him? Why is the philosopher Hugh Akston working as a cook in a diner? Why did Francisco d’Anconia, who possessed the promise of becoming one of the world’s great industrialists, turn into a playboy? Why has Wyatt abandoned his greatest love, his oil fields? Why, in a civilized world, is there a pirate roaming the oceans? Why does it seem like there is a fifth Halley Concerto, one of joy and deliverance, when Richard Halley composed only four? Why was the incomparable achievement of the motor abandoned as though it were worthless scrap? Who is John Galt?


  Even wider questions arise. Pitted against the received views on these issues, the events of part I raise questions about who actually are the exploited and the exploiters in society, what really determines who rises to the top and who sinks to the bottom, and what actually is the relation between the spiritual and the material.


  Only when Hank and Dagny learn to resolve, in parts II and III, all these questions and apparent contradictions will they understand the fate of the John Galt Line—that is, why, despite Hank and Dagny’s enormous life-giving power, their achievement had to meet the end it did.


  Chapter I: The Theme


  Atlas Shrugged is a mystery story, but it contains no false clues or leads. To unravel its mystery requires only philosophical acumen. Indeed, everything essential that is to be discovered is contained in preliminary form here, in the first chapter. As its title suggests, this chapter presages the destruction—and the rebirth—to come.


  We get a glimpse, as Eddie Willers walks through the streets of New York City, of decay: bums asking for money, skyscrapers covered in grime, a prosperous street now consisting of one where only a fourth of its shops are out of business. Willers’ mood sets the tone. His apprehensive feeling that “your days are numbered” is accurate—this, he and we will later learn, is the consequence of Galt’s strike (12). By Galt withdrawing the men of the mind, the world’s days are numbered. Willers’ memory of the oak tree from childhood—his feeling of safety from its enormous vitality and strength, and his feeling of betrayal upon discovering it to be an “empty shell,” its “heart … rotted away long ago”—is not a causeless memory (5). The oak tree is what Taggart Transcontinental represents to the adult Eddie Willers; its great building gives him a “sense of security”; he thinks it will always stand (6). But its heart—the mind that rules it—has also rotted away. Its president is James Taggart—and we see what that means as Jim evades the problems on the Rio Norte Line and seeks to avoid the responsibility of decision.


  The decision maker, the only reason Taggart Transcontinental still has a heartbeat, is Dagny. But though everyone knows that she’s the one who runs things, she is never officially given that recognition or sanction: she is Vice-President in Charge of Operation while Jim is president. Nevertheless, it is Dagny who, by her own admission, saves Taggart Transcontinental from the disasters created by Jim and the Board, such as Mexico’s imminent nationalization of Taggart Transcontinental’s San Sebastián Line.


  But Dagny’s job is growing more and more difficult, because good men are now “so strangely hard to find” (17). And yet when she does find one, when she tries to promote to superintendent Owen Kellogg, a young engineer who loves his work, he refuses her offer—for no discernible reason.


  What we are actually seeing here is the central conflict of the story: the parasite Jim, trying to exist off the achievements of the mind; Dagny, willing to carry him along in the name of her love for her railroad and for all of existence; and another mind, Kellogg, no longer willing to do penance for that love. And we witness the first effects of the strike on New York City; the strike will have succeeded when the lights of the city go out completely. We even get a glimpse of the fact that Dagny is the strikers’ most dangerous enemy; most dangerous in body, of course, because she is the one propping up the looters; but also most dangerous in spirit, because she is the only one who has the capacity to see the strikers for what they are: it is she who spots the young brakeman whistling Halley’s Fifth Concerto.


  And we glimpse the causes of the conflict. Willers and Dagny are motivated by the right, but do not have the words to name it. Willers does not even know fully what is right—he learns this from Dagny—but like her his motive is to do “whatever is right” and to “always reach for the best within us” (6). The young girl looking down the railroad track, planning one day to run Taggart Transcontinental, knows what is the best within her. But even in adulthood, Dagny is unable fully to name why this is morally right and, especially, to understand the importance of so naming it. This leaves her vulnerable. It is her brother who seizes the realm of morality and so the moral high ground. Jim declares that it is only he that is moved by moral considerations and feelings; she is concerned with the “selfish greed for profit” while Jim is concerned with higher, more important things, like the whole nation and “the human element” (22, 20).


  More deeply, we see that Dagny, who is unable fully to put into words even her own approach to existence (Halley’s Fifth Concerto gives her an emotional experience of it), cannot fathom her brother’s. She does not and has never accepted his view of morality; she senses that there is something not stupid but monstrous at the root of his moral slogans and motivation, but she cannot identify or even believe it. “She wondered why he resented the necessity of dealing with Rearden, and why his resentment had such an odd, evasive quality…. If she were insane, thought Dagny, she would conclude that her bother hated to deal with Rearden because Rearden did his job with superlative efficiency; but she could not conclude it, because she thought that such a feeling was not within the humanly possible” (19).


  Even more deeply, we glimpse the source of their two opposing approaches to existence: James evades the responsibility of consciousness, Dagny embraces it. When we first meet Jim, he declares to the world outside his door, “Don’t bother me, don’t bother me, don’t bother me” (7). When we first meet Dagny, she has not slept for two days because “she could not permit herself to sleep; she had too many problems to consider and not much time” (14). In their first meeting in the book, Jim struggles to escape the responsibility of judgment, that is, to judge how to save the Rio Norte Line and whether to use Rearden Metal, while Dagny eagerly accepts it.


  Thus all the central questions of the story are raised here, in the first chapter. And the answers, for Dagny as for the reader, are all to be found by answering the question with which the chapter begins—and mysteriously ends: “Who is John Galt?”


  Chapter II: The Chain


  This chapter’s title obviously derives from the bracelet made from the first pouring of Rearden Metal. At a gathering that includes the Rearden family and Paul Larkin, Hank Rearden’s wife, Lillian, refers to it as “the chain by which he [Hank] holds us all in bondage” (43). Expressing the prevailing moral attitude that the successful seek to oppress the less successful, she asks rhetorically: “What would happen to Henry’s vanity if he didn’t have us to throw alms to? What would become of his strength if he didn’t have weaker people to dominate? What would he do with himself if he didn’t keep us around as dependents?” (43)


  But the contradiction is that Lillian’s description does not seem to match either Hank’s attitude and actions—or those of his family.


  His family does not cower in his presence; on the contrary, it is they who berate and make demands on him. And Hank has spent the last ten years of his life not in domination of weaker individuals, but in pursuit of a metal superior to steel. Through prodigious thought and effort, he has finally succeeded. He desperately wants to celebrate, but the only salute he receives is a wordless grin of understanding from one of his workers. Indifferent to his family, he does not want to face them tonight, because they won’t understand. “He had never asked anything of them,” he thinks to himself; “it was they who wished to hold him, they who pressed a claim on him—and the claim seemed to have the form of affection, but it was a form which he found harder to endure than any sort of hatred…. They professed to love him for some unknown reason and they ignored all the things for which he could wish to be loved” (37).


  The chain seems to run in the other direction. As a reflection of his own tremendous life-giving power, Hank is enormously benevolent. He views others as like himself; when he walks home from the mills, he feels “certain that every living being wished him well tonight” (32). Once home, however, he starts to wonder if his family actually does; but he reproaches himself: their insulting comments must be their form of expressing solicitude and affection. He struggles to understand them, but can’t. He certainly does not share their standards and does not feel guilty at their accusations; he smiles when Lillian tries to trap him because he forgot their wedding anniversary. He senses that they are radically unlike him, that they are disappointed that Lillian’s trap didn’t induce guilt and are “wounded by the mere fact of his being” (37). But then he tells himself, don’t “start imagining the insane” (37). His sense of justice does not permit him to “condemn without understanding, and he could not understand” (38). He will not impose his standards on them; even if he loathes their goals, their goals must mean to them what his mills and metal mean to him. They’re simply “bewildered, unhappy children”—and even if he cannot understand what they wish to achieve, he can help them achieve it; he can grant Lillian her anniversary party and Philip his funding for Friends of Global Progress (40).


  In fact, Hank does not apply his standards fully even across his business. Larkin warns him not to announce his views too publicly—that they’re Hank’s mills and that his goal is to make steel and money; people regard his standards as antisocial. But Hank doesn’t “give a damn what they think” (39). Yet despite his incredible devotion to his business and its profits, he cannot bring himself to examine one area of his operations too closely: his man in Washington. Though he knows he needs one, “he could not quite convince himself that it was necessary. An inexplicable kind of distaste, part fastidiousness, part boredom, stopped him whenever he considered it” (40).


  The deepest question this chapter raises is: What are Hank’s standards—and what would happen if he named and consistently applied them? His is a career of relentless effort to build his business, to earn, to grow, to achieve and to deserve ever greater achievements. Yet when he looks back on his life, something is missing. Standing straight, “as if before a bench of judgment,” he thinks of signs lighted against the darkness: “Rearden Ore—Rearden Coal— Rearden Limestone”; he wishes he could light a sign above them all, “Rearden Life” (32). This is an eloquent expression of his need for full self-esteem: he is efficacious, but does any standard exist under which his actions and entire life would be evaluated as moral? This is the deepest contradiction of the chapter: on the night of his greatest triumph, we see a lonely figure, desperate to celebrate, wondering “why happiness could hurt” (30).


  Chapter III: The Top and the Bottom


  This chapter opens with a meeting atop a skyscraper and closes with a meeting underground. But the top doesn’t seem like a top, and the bottom doesn’t seem like a bottom.


  In a windowless, cellar-like room built on the roof of a skyscraper, Jim, Orren Boyle, Larkin, and Wesley Mouch meet in New York’s most expensive barroom. Using language that is at once conventionally moral and public-spirited sounding, and also vague and almost indecipherable, men of no particular achievement—Boyle’s start in business was through a two-hundred-million-dollar loan from the government and “nobody ever paid any attention” to Mouch—negotiate a deal (45). With their mysterious deal concluded, they discuss their attempt to cash in on the San Sebastián Mines. These do not seem like men fit to run anything. Why are they at the top of the world?


  On the other hand, in the underground employees’ cafeteria of Taggart Transcontinental, in a sparkling room with “a sense of light and space,” Willers and a railroad worker—John Galt—discuss real problems (62). In language that is simple and clear, Willers outlines what Dagny, with his help, will do to save the railroad: build the Rio Norte Line, using McNamara as the contractor to lay the rail. These two employees appear competent men, the kind who can get things done. Why are they at the bottom?


  The intervening part of the chapter provides clues to the answer. We witness Dagny’s rise through Taggart Transcontinental, her worship of ability, her brushing aside of accusations of conceit and selfishness, her embrace of responsibility as others seek to avoid it. But we also see her relation to Jim, as he rises through Taggart Transcontinental. She cannot understand his motives but she doesn’t think he is “smart enough to harm the railroad too much” (52). Like Hank, she cannot bring herself to examine Jim’s “Washington ability” too closely: “there were many kinds of work which were offensive, yet necessary, like cleaning sewers” (52). And in any event, she would always be there to fix any damage he caused.


  Unable to understand Jim, it is she who makes his continued actions possible. His first project as president of Taggart Transcontinental is the San Sebastián Line, a project that bleeds losses for the railroad and undermines the Rio Norte Line. Because of that project, Dagny considers, for the first time, quitting, but shakes her head in angry denial: “she told herself that Taggart Transcontinental would now need her more than ever” (55). Because of Jim’s plan, two Directors and the Vice-President in Charge of Operation resign. “She never understood why the Board of Directors voted unanimously to make her Vice-President in Charge of Operation” (56). But the answer is contained in the novel’s next sentence. “It was she who finally gave them their San Sebastián Line” (56). After three years of their failures, she completes the line in a year. It is only because of her that Jim can remain at the top of Taggart Transcontinental.


  Dagny, we see in this chapter, longs for her radiant kind of world, a world ruled not by ineptitude but by ability—an ability worth matching or beating. But that world remains hidden from her, in the underground of Taggart Transcontinental, because of her own contradiction: she longs for that world but constantly props up the ineptitude that is her brother. Even though Dagny does not realize it yet, her sanction elevates James and his ilk to the top and relegates Galt to the bottom.


  Chapter IV: The Immovable Movers


  The end of the previous chapter hinted at the supreme importance of motive power—it is the world’s motive power that Galt must stop—and this chapter highlights its importance.


  Its central event is the National Alliance of Railroads’ passage of the Anti-dog-eat-dog-Rule, whose effect will be to destroy in nine months the best rail line to Colorado, Dan Conway’s Phoenix-Durango. The rule’s passage was part of the deal negotiated in the cellar barroom.


  Dagny urges Conway to fight the injustice, knowing also that the rule will actually make her job in Colorado more difficult. But Conway’s motor has stopped. He who built an obscure railroad into a successful enterprise, no longer wants to fight. Why? Because he’s lost the conviction that he is in the right. The Alliance “had the right to do it,” he tells Dagny; “the world’s in a terrible state right now…. Men have to get together…. I suppose somebody’s got to be sacrificed…. I have no right to complain. The right’s on their side.” Deep down, he senses that the sacrifice of the best railroad to its inferior competition is “damn unjust!” But to fight it “would be wrong. I’m just selfish.” “Oh, damn that rotten tripe!” Dagny tells him. “You know better than that!” Conway answers: “I don’t know what is right any more…. I don’t think I care.” Wordlessly, Dagny knows that “Conway would never be a man of action again.” She wonders what has defeated him (77–79).


  Conway has relinquished precisely what Dagny won’t. In the name of her own existence, she is dedicated to that which she sees to be right: she has always been “the motive power of her own happiness” (65). This conviction is why she is indignant about the Anti-dog-eat-dog-Rule. It is this conviction that makes Dagny (and those like her) an immovable mover: she originates motion in pursuit of the right and will not allow herself to be moved or deflected from her chosen path precisely because it is right.


  In complete contrast to Conway and Dagny are Jim and Betty Pope. Theirs is the contradictory spectacle of conscious motion without purpose. “Here’s another day,” Pope declares, “and nothing to do” (70). Jim stumbles into the living room of his apartment, unable to remember why he’s there. He can’t be bothered to figure out why he does the things he does: the two of them slept together because that’s what people do. The only times he has the semblance of purposeful motion is when he can undermine Dagny, and more generally, achievement: he relishes the opportunity to put the skids under Dagny at the Board meeting and gloats over the destruction of Conway.


  Dagny will have to learn that Jim’s motivation is the opposite of hers: not pursuit of the right, but pursuit of the right’s destruction. Dagny senses that Jim’s gloating over both Conway and her contains “a secret she had never suspected, and it was crucially important that she learn to understand it. But the thought flashed and vanished” (76). What moves men like Jim?


  The question at once seems important and supremely unimportant. In Dagny’s kind of world, in the presence of immovable individuals like her and Hank Rearden, the issue seems unreal. “Don’t waste time trying to figure him out,” Hank tells her. “Let him spit. He’s no danger to anyone. People like Jim Taggart just clutter up the world” (85). He and Dagny will “save the country from the consequences of their actions” and then go on to greater achievements; the lunacy of people like Jim is “demented, so it has to defeat itself” (84). Within the minds of Hank and Dagny, there is room for only a single field of concern: concern for their vision of what Rearden Metal will create—a single-minded concern for movement toward that which they know to be right.


  And yet, in contradiction to Hank and Dagny’s attitude, some seemingly immovable movers are disappearing. Taggart Transcontinental’s and the nation’s best contractor, McNamara, abruptly quits and vanishes, walking out on “a pile of contracts … worth a fortune”; Richard Halley gave up composing at the height of his success; and Francisco d’Anconia, who retains “the smile of a man who is able to see, to know and to create the glory of existence,” has become an aimless chaser of women (65, 69). Have they all been defeated, like Conway? (Or have they learned a new conception of the right?) And what will happen to Ellis Wyatt? Like Dagny, he is outraged by the Anti-dog-eat-dog-Rule—he who will be its next sacrificial victim. Wyatt knows he is in the grips of evil, and he is affected by its presence in a way that Hank is not: “You expect to feed off me while you can,” Wyatt tells Dagny (thinking she is like Jim), “and to find another carcass to pick dry after you have finished mine. That is the policy of most of mankind today.” In the name of what he knows to be right, Wyatt will not fade away like Conway. He will remain a man of action: “I may have to go; but if I go, I’ll make sure that I take all the rest of you along with me” (82).


  This is not Hank’s attitude, but is there a crack in Hank’s motive power? Does he know that his course of action is right? “We’re a couple of blackguards, aren’t we?” he declares to Dagny in a strange tone of dispassionate wonder. But when he looks at his mills, there is “no guilt in his face, no doubt, nothing but the calm of an inviolate self-confidence”—self-confidence, without full self-esteem (88).


  Chapter V: The Climax of the d’Anconias


  This chapter’s name has an obvious derivation: because of his incredible mind, the childhood Francisco held the promise to become “the climax of the d’Anconias” (94). The chapter’s full effect is only to deepen the contradiction that is the adult Francisco.


  Relentlessly purposeful, dedicated to d’Anconia Copper, admiring of money-making and of productive work as “the only system of morality that’s on a gold standard,” intensely passionate about Dagny—given what Francisco was, what could cause him to become what he has become? (100) And what has he become? Has he given up, like Conway? But then why take, Dagny wonders, “the ugliest way of escape”—an intelligence drowned in throwing parties and chasing women? (116). Moreover, when Dagny meets Francisco in his hotel room to discuss the San Sebastián mines, he does not seem like a man who has given up—and doubt is even cast on whether he chases women.


  Clues to the answer are contained in Francisco’s childhood. Jim is resentful of Francisco’s ability, and Dagny senses that there is something dangerous in men like her brother, but Francisco dismisses her. “Good God, Dagny! Do you expect me to be afraid of an object like James?” (99). Francisco‘s attitude slowly begins to change, however, in college; he tells Dagny that they are “teaching a lot of drivel nowadays” (99). And from college Jim acquires “a tone of aggressive self-righteousness”; it is “as if he had found a new weapon” (99). Dagny sees the first crack in Francisco’s seeming invulnerability shortly after college, when he’s working as head of the New York office of d’Anconia Copper. Looking out the window of his office for a long time, his face tight with “an emotion she had never believed possible to him: of bitter, helpless anger,” he says to her: “‘There’s something wrong in the world. There’s always been. Something no one has ever named or explained’” (111).


  A few years after this episode, Francisco asks her whether she could give up Taggart Transcontinental, pleads with her to help him remain, and warns her that “I will have a reason for the things I’ll do. But I can’t tell you the reason and you will be right to damn me” (115).


  The “things I’ll do” begin to emerge with the San Sebastian disaster. Francisco, it appears, has done it on purpose. Jim and his gang wanted to ride on Francisco’s coattails, so that knowledge on their part would be unnecessary. Why should Francisco have to exist in some different way? Why are they outraged when he does not prevent the nationalization of the mines, since this act is supposed to be good? Why is the People’s State of Mexico accusing him of defrauding them when his looted mines prove worthless?


  When Dagny tells Francisco that he of all people should be fighting the looters, he answers that it is she whom he must fight. What amuses him most is that the San Sebastian disaster has helped destroy the Phoenix-Durango and will, he thinks, destroy Wyatt and then Taggart Transcontinental. She regards this as blasphemy to Sebastian d’Anconia—but he named those mines in tribute to his great ancestor.


  Like Dagny, we are left to wonder: Could it be that in some inconceivable way Francisco has actually become what he promised to be: the climax of the d’Anconias?


  Chapter VI: The Non-Commercial


  What is the relation between the material and the spiritual? The conventional view is that either you are a spiritual person, who is therefore unconcerned with the material world, or you are a materialist, who is therefore preoccupied with money and devoid of any spiritual concern. The events of this chapter seem to contradict both notions.


  The guests Lillian invited to celebrate her wedding anniversary are regarded as the spiritualists: the philosopher Dr. Simon Pritchett, the author Balph Eubank, the composer Mort Liddy, the magazine editor Bertram Scudder, the philanthropist Claude Slagenhop. Supposedly, their spiritual concerns are too lofty for the material world. But it is difficult to say just what those spiritual concerns are. It is clear what these men are against—Pritchett is against logic and man’s delusions of grandeur; Eubank is against free will, plot, happy endings, and stories that portray man as heroic; Liddy is against melody; Scudder is against property rights; and Slagenhop is against all ideas. But what are these men for? Whenever they speak of that, it always concerns controlling those who deal with the material world. Pritchett wants to reduce men to instinct and force them to be free, claiming that this isn’t a contradiction “in the higher philosophical sense”; Eubank wants to limit “the sale of any book to ten thousand copies”; Scudder and Slagenhop want to seize industrialists’ property (134–35). They all support the Equalization of Opportunity Bill, which would break up Hank’s business empire.


  Hank is the materialist. And he certainly is intensely concerned with conquering the material realm by creating new products, like Rearden Metal, and building a business empire. But it doesn’t seem accurate to characterize Hank as devoid of spiritual concern. On the contrary, he seems a profoundly spiritual person, moved by the essence of spiritual motivation: the desire to do what is right. The reason he sits troubled and paralyzed in his dressing room, unable to finish getting ready for his anniversary party even though he believes he owes Lillian his presence there, is that for the first time in his life the knowledge of what is right is losing its power to move him. “The impossible conflict of feeling reluctance to do that which was right,” he thinks to himself, “wasn’t it the basic formula of moral corruption?” (131). All the while, he is haunted by his desire for Dagny, a desire he must struggle against and silence—a passionate desire to do what is wrong.


  But even if Hank is spiritual, he doesn’t identify himself as such: the only terms he has are those of his society. “‘You don’t care for anything but business.’ He had heard it all his life, pronounced as a verdict of damnation…. He had never held that creed, but he had accepted it as natural that his family should hold it. He took it for granted—wordlessly, in the manner of a feeling absorbed in childhood, left unquestioned and unnamed—that he had dedicated himself, like a martyr of some dark religion, to the service of a faith which was his passionate love, but which made him an outcast among men, whose sympathy he was not to expect.” He thinks it his duty to provide Lillian with “some form of existence unrelated to business. But he had never found the capacity to do it or even to experience a sense of guilt” (127–28).


  But though he doesn’t provide Lillian an existence unrelated to business, he does leave the spiritual realm to Lillian and her friends, thinking his world is unaffected by their prattle. But it isn’t. It is they who are pushing the Equalization of Opportunity Bill. The bill is a product of their irrational ideas—which is the reason why Hank cannot even take the bill seriously. “Having dealt with the clean reality of metals, technology, production all his life, he had acquired the conviction that one had to concern oneself with the rational, not the insane” (130).


  Even more devastating than this, it is Lillian who has turned his sexual desire into his enemy. Just as she tries to make him feel guilty for his devotion to his mills—at the anniversary party she deliberately makes the bracelet of Rearden Metal look ugly on her arm—so she tries the same in regard to his sexual desire. She has degraded the act of sex and helped him conclude that his desire is materialistic, low, animalistic. But his desire remains, and he now thinks it’s his duty to struggle against it. Lillian did not succeed in regard to his work—he does not accept her evaluation of his mills. Why? Because he knows firsthand their actual meaning (though he does not yet have the words to fully name that meaning). But she does succeed in regard to his sexual desire, because he has no firsthand experience of its true spiritual significance, much less the words to name that significance.


  It is this split between the spiritual and material that Dagny won’t accept. She longs for spiritual celebration of her material achievement and bemoans the fact that her world has nothing to offer, unable to understand why it doesn’t. Wandering the streets of New York (in “The Immovable Movers”), Dagny had looked for spiritual fuel—only to be met with the products of Lillian’s cocktail-party crowd, like “The Vulture is Molting.” Francisco names what she feels at the party, among men who actually have nothing to celebrate: “what a magnificent waste!” (154). She desires a man worthy of her—unbeknownst to her, she came to the party only because Hank would be there—but finds no one in the world. Her desperate desire to have the bracelet of Rearden Metal comes from her struggle to preserve her view of the world, where the material and spiritual form an inseparable union. The bracelet is the material symbol of a supreme spiritual accomplishment.


  So this chapter leaves us with the question of the actual relation between the spiritual and the material. The spiritual people, the intellectuals, artists and cultural spokesmen, the self-described “non-commercial,” don’t seem spiritual. They don’t seem motivated by the desire to do what is right, and they seem intensely preoccupied with the material realm. What are they after? What is their purpose? What does Lillian want? The supreme materialist, by contrast, seems the most spiritual figure, intensely concerned with doing what is right. But he dismisses the spiritual and moral realms, content to leave them to men who could not even be sweepers in his mills. Why? And why, more widely, is the world bereft of true spiritual grandeur? Why can’t Dagny find her equal?


  Chapter VII: The Exploiters and the Exploited


  Who are the exploiters and who the exploited?


  The view that men like Hank, Dagny, and Wyatt have heard all their lives is that they exploit the Ben Nealy’s of the world. But isn’t this a contradiction? What does Nealy have to exploit? He can’t even do his job properly without the minds of Dagny and Wyatt to guide him. Dagny and Wyatt are not oppressors standing in his way; he is an obstacle standing in their way: Nealy simply quits the job as the denunciations of Rearden Metal escalate. Men like Wyatt do not seek to exploit the Nealy’s of the world, they seek to be free of such obstacles, which is one reason they have fled to Colorado.


  The real exploiters are selfless, “public-spirited” men like Jim, Wesley Mouch, and Dr. Robert Stadler—and the exploited are individuals like Dagny, Hank, and Wyatt. In the name of the public interest, Jim has killed the Phoenix-Durango and now tries to loot the corpse. Jim constantly seeks to position himself so that Dagny sustains Taggart Transcontinental while he remains on top, doing nothing. After the crash of Taggart Transcontinental’s stock (a consequence of Jim killing the Phoenix-Durango), it is Dagny who must build the Rio Norte Line and save Taggart Transcontinental, risking her career, while he remains unaffected. “Nothing will change,” Dagny tells him, “except the kind of show you will put on for your friends … and the fact that it will be a little harder for me” (194). Mouch, similarly, has been on Rearden’s payroll, using it to advance up the ladder of power in Washington; Mouch then helps pass the Equalization of Opportunity Bill. And through the State Science Institute, Stadler forces all “the greedy ruffians who run our industries” to pay for his theoretical research. And to maintain the State Science Institute’s prestige, he also tries to keep Rearden Metal off the market. (How will the “greedy ruffian” Hank then fund Stadler’s research? This is one of the contradictions Stadler refuses to face.) More widely, the looters in Washington and New York are exploiting the last bastion of productivity, Colorado, a fact Dagny senses in the cab ride with Jim, seeing through the cab’s window all the products flowing into the city from the industries of Colorado.


  Why do the exploited permit their exploitation? They don’t—when they can grasp the moral issue and the evil involved. Dagny stops the cab and leaps out when she learns that she is supposed to debate Bertram Scudder on whether Rearden Metal is a lethal product of greed. “You goddamn fool,” she declares to Jim, “do you think I consider the question debatable?” (175). Hank refuses the State Science Institute’s demand that he keep Rearden Metal off the market (or sell it to them, so that they can use it but keep it off the market). “Would you tell me,” Dr. Potter asks him, “just between us, it’s only my personal curiosity—why are you doing this?” Hank answers: “I’ll tell you. You won’t understand. You see, it’s because Rearden Metal is good” (182). Hank also refuses his mother’s demand to give a job to his brother Philip. He realizes that if he gave a job to Philip, he would be betraying his mills. “What are they, your mills—a holy temple of some kind?” his mother asks. “‘Why … yes,’ he said softly, astonished at the thought.” “Don’t you ever think of people,” his mother responds, “and of your moral duties?” “I don’t know what it is that you choose to call morality,” Hank answers. “No, I don’t think of people—except that if I gave a job to Philip, I wouldn’t be able to face any competent man who needed work and deserved it” (209).


  But more often, they cannot understand the nature of the evil they face. Dagny is cautious around both Jim and Stadler, but cannot grasp their level of moral corruption. And because of her passionate love for her railroad, she will pay any price for it. She will leave Taggart Transcontinental and her position of Vice-President, perhaps never to return, in order to build the John Galt Line; she will agree to Jim’s terms; and she will go see Stadler about the State Science Institute’s statement on Rearden Metal. She accepts that Jim and the others will erect obstacles in front of her, but hopes they’ll leave her and Hank alone long enough to complete the John Galt Line; indeed, the one condition she imposes on Jim is: “keep your Washington boys off” (197).


  Hank too cannot yet understand them: he cannot understand what motivates them and he doesn’t want to descend into their filth to find out. When his mother tells him her conception of morality is that “virtue is the giving of the underserved” Hank replies: “Mother, you don’t know what you’re saying. I’m not able ever to despise you enough to believe that you mean it” (209). When the Equalization of Opportunity Bill passes, Hank thinks to himself: “There is an obscenity of evil which contaminates the observer. There is a limit to what it is proper for a man to see. He must not think of this, or look within, or try to learn the nature of its roots” (215). And like Dagny, Hank too will pay any price for the love of his mills. Indeed, he barely has time to notice the price. The Equalization of Opportunity Bill and its evil fade from his mind as he thinks of a new type of bridge design, one combining a truss and an arch.


  We see here again the question of the relation between the spiritual and the material. Dagny and Hank apply the right spiritual standard to the material realm when they see the issue—she refuses to appear on Scudder’s radio program and Hank refuses to hire Philip. But Dagny and Hank cannot understand the corruption of the mystics who split the spiritual from the material nor understand what these people are after in the material world. This leaves Dagny and Hank vulnerable to exploitation. For what the mystics seek is to be freed from the need to consider such issues as the true, the good, the earned, and the deserved when it comes to the “low,” “grubby” material world. Stadler wants to pursue his theoretical physics, unconcerned with whether his material means of doing so are deserved. Jim wants to be the President of Taggart Transcontinental, unconcerned with the need to earn his position. Hank’s mother wants Hank to give Philip a job he doesn’t deserve and to make it look like Philip is doing Hank a favor. What we see here is that the spiritual-material split is a way to escape justice—or better, to invert it, to insist that spiritual grandeur comes from inverting the requirements of the material world. Virtue, according to Hank’s mother, is the giving of the undeserved.


  And so when Dagny goes to see Stadler to tell him that there is only one reason he must speak out in defense of Rearden Metal, “you must say it, because it is true”—she is actually sanctioning his evil and his exploitation of individuals like her (189). She is acting as if he is, like her, dedicated to the truth as an absolute.


  Dagny herself doesn’t accept a split between the spiritual and the material, but she also doesn’t have the words to identify fully their union, and her vision of their actual relation is eroding. When the bum in the diner laments that there’s “no spirit involved in manufacturing or sex” and that morality is “judgment to distinguish right and wrong, vision to see the truth, courage to act upon it, dedication to that which is good, integrity to stand by the good at any price. But where does one find it?”—the joke, of course, is on him (177). He could find it if he looked straight at the woman sitting in front of him. But Dagny’s vision of the ideal is also slipping: she has stopped expecting to find people dedicated to the true and the good and has stopped expecting to find spiritual grandeur and celebration in the world. She doesn’t even realize that she’s attracted to Hank for precisely this need and desire.


  We’re left to wonder: Is a person’s choice then either to become an exploiter of others, or to be exploited by an evil he cannot understand and thereby slowly lose his vision of the good? We do get glimpses of another possibility: men who are resigning and vanishing, men who refuse to be exploited but who do not themselves become exploiters. Is Francisco one of them? Dagny places Francisco on the side of the looters, but is he? This much we know: he will not help Dagny build the John Galt Line—and he tells her that John Galt will come to claim it.


  Chapter VIII: The John Galt Line


  In contrast to the previous two chapters, which dealt with the split between the spiritual and the material, this chapter showcases their unity. The longing and loneliness that Dagny feels, alone in her office of the John Galt Line, is the despair that her spiritual values will not be brought into material form, that the man at the end of the rails, and the love she would feel for him and him for her, will remain only “her own thought of what life could be like” (220). The spiritual should be made real. This is the meaning of the achievement that is the John Galt Line.


  “It was a strange foreshortening between sight and touch,” Dagny thinks to herself as she sits in the fireman’s chair on the first run of the John Galt Line, “between wish and fulfillment, between—the words clicked sharply in her mind after a startled stop—between spirit and body. First, the vision—then the physical shape to express it. First, the thought—then the purposeful motion down the straight line of a single track to a chosen goal. Could one have any meaning without the other? Wasn’t it evil to wish without moving—or to move without aim? Whose malevolence was it that crept through the world, struggling to break the two apart and set them against each other?” (240–41). Looking through the cab, she wonders:


  
    Who made it possible for four dials and three levers in front of Pat Logan to hold the incredible power of the sixteen motors behind them and deliver it to the effortless control of one man’s hand? These things and the capacity from which they came—was this the pursuit men regarded as evil? Was this what they called an ignoble concern with the physical world? Was this the state of being enslaved by matter? Was this the surrender of man’s spirit to his body? She shook her head, as if she wished she could toss the subject out of the window and let it get shattered somewhere along the track. She looked at the sun on the summer fields. She did not have to think, because these questions were only details of a truth she knew and had always known. (241)

  


  This unity of spirit and matter, of a disciplined intelligence devoted to its life on earth, is the meaning of the John Galt Line. And this is what Dagny and Hank celebrate when they sleep together. She knows it, he doesn’t.


  If we turn from Dagny and Hank’s creation of the John Galt Line to the world’s reaction, we see that their achievement is granted no moral recognition or spiritual significance. Eddie Willers senses the danger of this. “Why does she have to hide?” he asks the Taggart Transcontinental worker. “Why are they torturing her in return for saving their lives? … There’s something about it all that I can’t define, and it’s something evil. That’s why I’m afraid” (218). The presence of this evil is also the source of Wyatt’s rebellious anger, when he thinks that the John Galt Line will soon be destroyed. “To the world as it seems to be right now!” he shouts, and then throws the champagne glass across the room (250).


  Why is the achievement that is the John Galt Line in such danger? The danger comes from divorcing the material from the spiritual—from Dagny and Hank creating the John Galt Line but not demanding the spiritual and moral recognition that is their due.


  By contrast, it is precisely this divorce of matter from spirit that Galt won’t permit himself. He is in love with Dagny and wants to go to her, when he sees her alone, slumped across the desk of her office, thinking of him (though she doesn’t know it). Dagny is not ready to strike, and his action of entering her office would betray his vision of what he knows the world can be and in the name of which he is on strike.


  Chapter IX: The Sacred and the Profane


  If anything is regarded as sacred by the world, it is the moral sentiments Jim voices. He declares that the pursuit of profit is not a noble motive but working for others is, that building a rail line for prosperous industrialists when poor people need transportation is wrong, that inventing a new metal when numerous nations still go without iron is evil, that pride is the worst sin and selflessness the greatest virtue, that there are higher things in life than material products like rails and bridges, and that these higher spiritual things cannot be identified or measured. Jim’s relationship with Cherryl too would be regarded as noble, an act of charity toward her.


  Yet Jim’s actual sentiments and actions seem to contradict this evaluation: far from being sacred, they seem profane. His moral slogans serve as weapons to discredit Dagny and Hank and to hold his own nonachievement as superior to their achievements. With the success of the John Galt Line, however, his self-deception is more difficult to maintain; he finds himself wishing they had failed, yet frightened by what this would reveal about himself if he faced it. Cherryl is the one person he wants to see after the success of the John Galt Line, because her misdirected hero worship at once props himself up in his own eyes—it is as though he were actually good—and also allows him to recapture a sense of superiority—by being able to successfully defraud her. Their encounter serves as “his revenge upon every person who had stood cheering along the three-hundred-mile track of the John Galt Line” (267).


  And what in fact seems sacred, Dagny and Hank’s desire for each other, Hank, echoing the world’s standards, damns as profane. Hank has accepted one aspect of the spirit-matter split. As Jim denounces production as materialistic, so Hank denounces sex as animalistic; as Jim declares suffering the proof of virtue, so Hank declares pleasure the proof of vice. Yet his evaluation of their affair contradicts his actual experience: he is finding for the first time joy and serenity in his personal life. He’s starting to glimpse that his desire for Dagny and hers for him comes from the core of their beings: he asks Dagny to wear the bracelet made from the first pouring of Rearden Metal, the symbol of his productive ability, the symbol of his virtue.


  More widely, the spirit-matter dichotomy is accepted by the world, and so what it should regard as sacred, it treats as insignificant or profane. Hank attends a banquet held in his honor because he thinks that his opponents have at last learned to appreciate the value of Rearden Metal—and for that, he would forgive anyone anything. But what he learns about them is that they don’t value anything, that they are merely going through motions copied from a better age. Both the John Galt Line and the productive explosion in Colorado should be regarded with reverence; Hank thinks it’s now “clear track ahead” and that after giving the world the demonstration he and Dagny gave it with the first run of the John Galt Line, the Equalization of Opportunity Bill will be scrapped (277). But that’s not the popular attitude, as expressed by Mr. Mowen.


  Mowen thinks he has a right to live as he has always lived, his routine undisturbed. He does not look with reverence at Hank’s and Dagny’s or Colorado’s achievements. He seeks protection from them. There ought to be a law, he says, against businesses moving to Colorado. He should be protected from the dog-eat-dog competition of the Stockton Foundry—and Taggart Transcontinental should face more competition in Colorado. Hank shouldn’t be able to manufacture so much Rearden Metal that he disrupts other people’s markets—but Mowen should be able to get as much Rearden Metal as he wants. Wyatt’s output should be capped to “leave the little people a chance”—but something ought to be done about the shortage of oil in the city (272). Mowen wants a material existence that requires no thought or logical consistently—and he expects Washington, somehow, to make this possible. “Steps are being taken,” he tells Kellogg. “Constructive steps. The Legislature has passed a Bill giving wider powers to the Bureau of Economic Planning and National Resources” (273).


  The nation should value industry (along with the ambition and greed that creates it), but as Dagny and Hank discover on their vacation, industry is disappearing from vast stretches of America. This fact is crystallized by the desecration of the motor. It was an invention that would have revolutionized the world, abandoned in a defunct factory. And even when the factory itself was looted, its most valuable treasure passed unnoticed, probably stripped for parts so that someone’s diapers could hang “on a clothesline made of the motor’s missing wires” (291).


  In such a world, what can be the fate of the John Galt Line and Colorado?


  Chapter X: Wyatt’s Torch


  In one of its meanings, a “torch” refers to something that serves to illuminate, enlighten, or guide. Dagny and Hank are on two quests for which they need illumination and guidance: to find the inventor of the motor and to save Colorado.


  The superlative achievement that is the motor has been abandoned, its promise unfulfilled and its inventor and his fate, unknown. How is this possible? Who invented it? What has happened to him? Even
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  Appendix A


  Outline of Atlas Shrugged


  Gregory Salmieri


  This outline was produced in conjunction with my 2007 lecture course “Atlas Shrugged as a Work of Philosophy.” The relative detail in which events are summarized is due in part to my concerns in that course, but I think that the outline should be of more general use in studying the novel, and I present it here in that hope. In preparing the outline, I made use of on an earlier summary by Allan Gotthelf, and the present version reflects the feedback of Tore Boeckmann and Robert Mayhew. I’d like to thank all three for their contributions.


  Ayn Rand divided Atlas Shrugged into three parts, each part into ten chapters, and most of the chapters into sequences (separated from one another by three asterisks). I have assigned each sequence an Arabic numeral for ease of reference, and represented all of Rand’s divisions in the left side of the outline. The right side contains my own further divisions of the novel into scenes or events; adjacent scenes are grouped together when the main character(s) is the same or there is some other obvious continuity.
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  Appendix B


  Outline of Galt’s Speech


  Gregory Salmieri1
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  NOTE


  1. In preparing this outline, I drew heavily on earlier outlines and analyses of the speech by Allan Gotthelf and Onkar Ghate. The present version of the outline incorporates some further revisions suggested by Gotthelf.


  Select Bibliography


  This bibliography is limited to books by Ayn Rand—and books about Ayn Rand and her philosophy, Objectivism—cited in this collection.


  Berliner, Michael S., ed. Letters of Ayn Rand. New York: Dutton, 1995; paperback edition, Plume, 1997.


  Binswanger, Harry. The Biological Basis of Teleological Concepts. Marina del Rey, Calif.: Ayn Rand Institute Press, 1990.


  Branden, Nathaniel. Who Is Ayn Rand? An Analysis of Ayn Rand’s Works, with a Biographical Study by Barbara Branden (New York: Random House, 1962).


  Britting, Jeff. Ayn Rand. New York: Overlook Press. 2005.


  Gotthelf, Allan, and Gregory Salmieri, eds. Ayn Rand: A Companion to Her Works and Thought. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, forthcoming.


  Harriman, David, ed. Journals of Ayn Rand. New York: Dutton, 1997; paperback edition, Plume, 1999.


  Mayhew, Robert, ed. Ayn Rand Answers: The Best of Her Q&A. New York: New American Library, 2005.


  ———, ed. Ayn Rand’s Marginalia. New Milford, Conn.: Second Renaissance Books, 1995.


  ———, ed. Essays on Ayn Rand’s Anthem. Lanham, Md.: Lexington Books, 2005.


  ———, ed. Essays on Ayn Rand’s The Fountainhead. Lanham, Md.: Lexington Books, 2007.


  ———, ed. Essays on Ayn Rand’s We the Living. Lanham, Md.: Lexington Books, 2004.


  McConnell, Scott. One Hundred Voices: An Oral History of Ayn Rand. Irvine, Calif.: Ayn Rand Institute Press, forthcoming.


  Peikoff, Leonard, ed. The Early Ayn Rand: A Selection from Her Unpublished Fiction. New York: New American Library, 1984; paperback edition, Signet, 1986; revised version, Signet, 2005.


  ———. Objectivism: The Philosophy of Ayn Rand. New York: Dutton, 1991; paperback edition, New Meridian, 1993.


  Rand, Ayn. Anthem. Fiftieth anniversary paperback edition. Introduction by Leonard Peikoff. New York: Signet, 1995.


  ———. The Art of Fiction: A Guide for Writers and Readers. Edited by Tore Boeckmann. Introduction by Leonard Peikoff. New York: Plume, 2000.


  ———. Atlas Shrugged. New York: Random House, 1957; Signet thirty-fifth anniversary paperback edition, 1992.


  ———. Capitalism: The Unknown Ideal. New York: New American Library, 1966; expanded paperback edition, Signet, 1967.


  ———. For the New Intellectual. New York: Random House, 1961; Signet paperback edition, 1963.


  ———. The Fountainhead. New York: Bobbs-Merrill, 1943; Signet fiftieth anniversary paperback edition, 1993.


  ———. Introduction to Objectivist Epistemology. Expanded second edition. Edited by Harry Binswanger and Leonard Peikoff. New York: New American Library, 1990.


  ———. Philosophy: Who Needs It. New York: Bobbs-Merrill, 1982; Signet paperback edition, 1984.


  ———. Return of the Primitive: the Anti-Industrial Revolution. Edited by Peter Schwartz. New York: Meridian, 1999.


  ———. The Romantic Manifesto: A Philosophy of Literature. Revised edition. New York: Signet, 1975.


  ———. The Virtue of Selfishness: A New Concept of Egoism. New York: New American Library, 1964.


  ———. The Voice of Reason: Essays in Objectivist Thought. Leonard Peikoff, ed. New York: New American Library, 1989; paperback edition, Meridian, 1990.


  ———. We the Living. Sixtieth anniversary paperback edition. Introduction by Leonard Peikoff. New York: Signet, 1996.


  Smith, Tara. Ayn Rand’s Normative Ethics—The Virtuous Egoist. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2006.


  ———. Viable Values—A Study of Life as the Root and Reward of Morality. Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefield, 2000.


  Sures, Mary Ann and Charles. Facets of Ayn Rand: Memoirs by Mary Ann Sures and Charles Sures. Irvine, Calif.: Ayn Rand Institute Press, 2001.


  About the Contributors

  Michael S. Berliner holds a Ph.D. in philosophy from Boston University. He was executive director of the Ayn Rand Institute for its first fifteen years and previously taught philosophy of education and philosophy at California State University, Northridge. He created the first two catalogs of the Ayn Rand Papers at the Ayn Rand Archives and is currently compiling a definitive inventory. He is editor of Letters of Ayn Rand and Ayn Rand’s Russian Writings on Hollywood. He has lectured throughout the United States and in Europe, Australia, and Israel on Ayn Rand’s life.


  Andrew Bernstein holds a Ph.D. in philosophy from the Graduate School of the City University of New York and teaches at Marist College and SUNY Purchase. He is the author of The Capitalist Manifesto: The Historic, Economic, and Philosophic Case for Laissez-Faire (2005) and, most recently, Objectivism in One Lesson: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Ayn Rand (2008). His website is: www.andrewbernstein.net.


  Harry Binswanger, a longtime associate of Ayn Rand, taught philosophy at Hunter College (City University of New York) from 1972 to 1979, and at the University of Texas, Austin, in Spring 2002. During the 1980s, he was editor of The Objectivist Forum, a journal devoted to Rand’s philosophy. Since 1994, he has been professor of philosophy at the Objectivist Academic Center of the Ayn Rand Institute. He is the author of The Biological Basis of Teleological Concepts and editor of The Ayn Rand Lexicon and of the second edition of Rand’s Introduction to Objectivist Epistemology. Dr. Binswanger is currently writing a book on consciousness and cognition.



  Tore Boeckmann writes and lectures on the nature and origins of romanticism in literature and painting. Recent publications include “Anthem as a Psychological Fantasy” (in Essays on Ayn Rand’s Anthem), “The Fountainhead as a Romantic Novel” and “What Might Be and Ought to Be: Aristotle’s Poetics and The Fountainhead” (in Essays on Ayn Rand’s The Fountainhead), and “Caspar David Friedrich and Visual Romanticism” (in The Objective Standard, Spring 2008). He edited Ayn Rand’s The Art of Fiction: A Guide for Writers and Readers. His mystery short stories have been published and anthologized in several languages.


  Jeff Britting is archivist of the Ayn Rand Archives, a collection of the Ayn Rand Institute. He is author of the short illustrated biography Ayn Rand. He developed and associate produced the Academy Award© nominated documentary Ayn Rand: A Sense of Life and the feature film Take Two, as well as the first stage productions of Ayn Rand’s play Ideal and her novella Anthem. As a composer, he has written incidental music for eleven stage productions and three films, and is currently writing an opera based on an original libretto set in the Middle Ages.


  Debi Ghate is vice president of academic programs at the Ayn Rand Institute. Mrs. Ghate has a BSc in Psychology and Biology from the University of Toronto, and a LLB in Law from the University of Calgary. She is also general manager and corporate secretary for ARI Canada, a Canadian charitable organization. Her writing has been published in newspapers such as the Philadelphia Inquirer, the San Francisco Chronicle, the Providence Journal, Education Update and the U.K. Daily Express. Mrs. Ghate is also the senior director of the Anthem Foundation for Objectivist Scholarship, a separate organization from ARI that supports scholarly work based on Ayn Rand’s corpus.


  Onkar Ghate holds a Ph.D. in philosophy from the University of Calgary. He is a senior fellow at the Ayn Rand Institute, where he specializes in Ayn Rand’s philosophy of Objectivism and teaches philosophy in the Institute’s Objectivist Academic Center. Recent publications include “Objectivism: The Proper Alternative to Postmodernism” (in Postmodernism and Management: Pros, Cons and the Alternative), an entry on Ayn Rand in the Encyclopedia of Science, Technology, and Ethics, and “The Basic Motivation of the Creators and the Masses in The Fountainhead” in Essays on Ayn Rand’s The Fountainhead.


  Allan Gotthelf is multiyear visiting professor of history and philosophy of science at the University of Pittsburgh, where he holds the University’s fellowship for the study of Objectivism. He is a distinguished Aristotelian scholar, whose collected Aristotle papers is slated for publication in 2010. He is also the author of On Ayn Rand (2000) and coeditor of Ayn Rand: A Companion to Her Works and Thought, forthcoming in early 2010. He knew Ayn Rand and studied with her, and has lectured on her writings and her philosophy of Objectivism throughout the United States and in Canada, Europe, and Japan.


  Edwin A. Locke is Dean’s Professor of Motivation and Leadership (Emeritus) at the R. H. Smith School of Business at the University of Maryland, College Park. He has published over 270 books, chapters, notes, and articles. He is internationally known for his research and writings on work motivation, leadership, wealth creation, job satisfaction, and the philosophy of science, including the application of Objectivism to psychology and management. He is a fellow of the American Psychological Association, the Association for Psychological Science, and the Academy of Management, and has received numerous scholarly awards. He has lectured and given courses at numerous Objectivist conferences.


  Robert Mayhew is professor of philosophy at Seton Hall University. He is the author of Aristotle’s Criticism of Plato’s Republic, The Female in Aristotle’s Biology, Ayn Rand and Song of Russia, and Plato: Laws 10 (a translation with commentary). He has translated a play of Aristophanes (Assembly of Women), and edited three volumes of unpublished material of Ayn Rand: Ayn Rand’s Marginalia, The Art of Nonfiction, and Ayn Rand Answers. He is currently preparing an edition of the Greek text, with translation, of the Aristotelian Problemata.


  Shoshana Milgram [Knapp] holds a Ph.D. in comparative literature from Stanford University, and is associate professor of English at Virginia Tech. She has published articles on a variety of nineteenth- and twentieth-century figures in French, Russian, and English/American literature, including Napoleon Bonaparte, Victor Hugo, George Sand, Anton Chekhov, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Leo Tolstoi, Victoria Cross, George Eliot, John Fowles, W. S. Gilbert, Henry James, Ursula K. LeGuin, Vladimir Nabokov, Herbert Spencer, W. T. Stead, E. L. Voynich—and Ayn Rand. She is also the author of introductions to editions of Toilers of the Sea and The Man Who Laughs, by Victor Hugo, and The Seafarers, by Nevil Shute. Her current project is a study of Ayn Rand’s life up to 1957.


  Leonard Peikoff holds a Ph.D. in philosophy from New York University, and is the preeminent Rand scholar writing today. He worked closely with Ayn Rand for thirty years and was designated by her as heir to her estate. He has taught philosophy at Hunter College, Long Island University, and New York University, and has lectured on Rand’s philosophy throughout the country. He is the author of The Ominous Parallels and Objectivism: The Philosophy of Ayn Rand, and is currently writing a book entitled The DIM Hypothesis.


  Richard E. Ralston received a B.A. in history from the University of Maryland after serving seven years in the U.S. Army. He then completed an M.A. in international relations at the University of Southern California. He has been the managing director of the Ayn Rand Institute, and circulation director and publishing director of the Christian Science Monitor. He is the editor of two books, Communism: Its Rise and Fall in the 20th Century and Why Businessmen Need Philosophy. He is presently the executive director of Americans for Free Choice in Medicine, and publishing director of the Ayn Rand Institute.


  Gregory Salmieri holds a Ph.D. in philosophy from the University of Pittsburgh and is currently teaching at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. His research centers on ancient philosophy and issues at the foundations of epistemology and ethics. He lectures regularly on Ayn Rand’s philosophy and novels, and is coeditor (with Allan Gotthelf) of Ayn Rand: A Companion to Her Works and Thought (forthcoming).


  Tara Smith is professor of philosophy at the University of Texas at Austin, where she holds the BB&T Chair for the Study of Objectivism and is the Anthem Foundation Fellow. She is the author of Ayn Rand’s Normative Ethics: The Virtuous Egoist (2006), Viable Values: A Study of Life as the Root and Reward of Morality (2000), and Moral Rights and Political Freedom (1995), as well as numerous articles, primarily focused in moral, legal, and political philosophy.


  Mary Ann Sures taught art history at New York University (Washington Square College) and at Hunter College. Her lectures on esthetics include a ten-lecture course (“Esthetics of the Visual Arts”) in which she applied Objectivist esthetics to painting and sculpture, and which was written in consultation with Ayn Rand. She is coauthor with her late husband Charles of Facets of Ayn Rand, memoirs of their longtime friendship with Ayn Rand and her husband, Frank O’Connor.


  Darryl Wright is professor of philosophy at Harvey Mudd College. He received his B.A. from Princeton University and his Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. He has written and lectured on a variety of topics in ethics, the history of ethics, and political philosophy. His scholarly publications include two previous articles on the ethical thought of Ayn Rand.

OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_016.png
recollections, en route

to NYC, re the Wet

Nurse 471
w/ Eddie 473
w/ Dagny: his plan to

illegally sell RM rail

to TT. 473

.| Rearden’s Rearden refuses to

trial accept the authority of
the court or their legal
or moral premises; the
judges back down. 475
The audience’s reaction
and his reflection on it 483

.| Reactions to the trial by Dagny,

Lillian, the Wet Nurse, middle-of-the-
roader businessmen, and Scudder 484

Rearden &  Rearden’s anxiousness
Francisco to see Francisco; his

decision to go to his

suite 485

Discussion re

Francisco’s character;

“The Meaning of Sex”;

how the playboy is a

fagade 486

Rearden’s order to

dAC; Francisco’s

moment of indecision

and & oath that he’s

Rearden’s friend 493

News that Ragnar sunk

the shipments of

copper; Rearden’s

sense of betrayal 495

V.

ACCOUNT
OVERDRAWN

.| State of the  The cascading

economy consequences of
Danagger’s cousin’s
failure to supply TT
with coal on time 496






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_029.png
S m—
Phillip’s request for a

job: he needs it, he’s

R’s brother, and unlike

R he feels; R grasps the

idea of zero-worshij 927,
Divorce court:

reflections on the

nature of the

proceedings; it goes too

easily; he feels

divorced from the

socie 932
Wet Nurse asks

Rearden for a job 934

w

.| Minnesota

catastrophe

Deteriorating state of

TT: wire sent from

terminal to MN; Dagny

learns about system

from anonymous tips 937
Tip that cars haven’t

been sent for MN

harvest (they were sent

to Kip’s Ma); last-ditch

effort to get them 939
The grain rots, MN

descends into violence;

the soybeans are moldy 943

.| Dagny

herself onward 949

Broken wire in

terminal puts signal

system out of

commission 943
Dagny had been at

dinner meeting w/

leaders: they’re

indifferent to industry

and want only power &

loot 944

En route to TT she
reflects on waning
motivation, but orders






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_037.png
iii. Evasion of the state of the world to avoid the necessity

of rejecting the morality of sacrifice
. Self-esteem

i.  The need for self-esteem and the danger of tying it to
an irrational standard

ii. Self-doubt as caused by non-thinking, often in the
attempt to preserve a self-esteem based on an
irrational standard of value

iii. Self-esteem as the lost paradise of childhood, and of
one’s best moments, which can be reclaimed

iv. The need to take responsibility of one’s consciousness
by choosing to think and accepting as one’s moral
ideal the task of becoming a man

v. Pride including the rejection of self-sacrifice as the
means to self-esteem

vi. Self-esteem as motivating the rational to strike against
a world that doesn’t value the mind

2. Rights as the moral foundation of America, on which

strikers will rebuild it

i.  America as a product of selfish reason being destroyed
by the European doctrine of sacrifice

ii. The moral and metaphysical source of man’s rights

iii. The evil of a government that initiates force rather
than protecting rights

The relationship between the geniuses and men of lesser

ability

i.  The benefits of trade with a genius

ii. The motives and consequences of the mediocrities’
resort to force

iii. The irredeemable evil of geniuses who, because they
regard knowledge as impractical, reject trade and put
their minds in the service of force

G. Advice to people in the world

i.  Go on strike
ii. If possible build proper communities in the wilderness

H. Message to hidden heroes

1056
1056

1056

1057

1057

1058

1059

1060

1060

1060
1061

1062

1063
1063

1065

1066
1066
1066
1067
1068





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_024.png
Annual reunion at Akston’s house:
reminiscences; Stadler; the power of
logic in human life; Akston’s

treatment of Dagny as Galt’s wife 785!
.| Dagny’s Francisco & Galt’s
visit w/ friendship; Francisco
Galt to doesn’t guess about her
Francisco’s  and Galt; might Galt
Mine give her up to
Francisco? 791

Her short-lived
enthusiasm for the

prospect of building a
railroad in the valley 793

She might stay if she

didn’t have to hear

about TT; Galt

responds that no one

stays by faking reali 794
Story of how Galt sent
Francisco to cabin

(fuels Dagny’s

worries); Galt explains

that he couldn’t have a

chance until Francisco

had had every chance 795
Francisco’s invitation

for her to stay with him

for the last week: she

asks Galt to decide; he

says no 796
Her relief; egoism vs.
altruism; Galt on the
lack of conflicts of
interest; application to

the present situation 797

Dagny’s Sighting of Rearden’s
decisionto  plane: the pull of the
return to the  world; she can’t give
world up on her values while
they are possible






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_011.png
Meeting with Stadler re

motor: he suggests

Daniels to reconstruct

it; mentions having

known a John Galt 354

w

.| Rearden

Refusal to sell RM to

SSI for Project X 360
Attempts to comply

with the regulations;

the results 361
The Wet Nurse 362
Reaction to Wyatt fire;

reaction to his reaction 363
‘Wet Nurse re refusal to

sell to SST 364
Visit from “traffic

cop”: his fearful

reaction when Rearden

refuses to pretend that

he’s not being coerced 364

.| Rearden &

Dagny over
the past six
months

The contrast between

her unfulfilling days &

“his nights” 367
His gift of the ruby;

how a painting of her

would be inspiring art,

but he would “want it

real” 367,
Other expensive gifts;

his attitude toward

luxuries 368
The blue fox cape; the

ride to NJ; her

reflection on why he, to

whom the earth

belongs, should have to

suffer 369
His selfish motive in
gift-giving; confusion

as to whether this is

0od or bad






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_002.png
His donation, for

Philip’s sake, to the

Friends of Global

Progress 41

III. THE TOP AND
THE BOTTOM

1.| Jim, Boyle, Larkin, & Mouch:

meeting in the cellar bar on top of a

skyscraper

44

.| Dagny vs.

Jim

Their histories re

Taggart

Transcontinental (TT)

& San Sebastian

Mines; her attitude

toward Nat Taggart 50
Confrontation re

Dagny’s removal of

property from San

Sebastian Mines 56

Dagny & the newsstand owner re
cigarettes and what’s happening to

people

61

'3.| Eddie & Galt (“the worker”): their

relationship; their conversation 62|

IV. THE
IMMOVABLE
MOVERS

.| Dagny

Response to

McNamara’s

retirement 64
Her loneliness & need

for inspiration 65
Her love of Richard

Halley’s music; his

story 67
Reads about Francisco

& Mrs. Vail 69

. [Jim

The morning after with

Betty Pope; San

Sebastian

nationalization 70

Takes credit to Board
for Dagny’s San
Sebastian policies 72

His & Boyle’s

reactions to the

nationalization 73
=






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_008.png
.| Rearden & Dagny; his question about

her first man

267

“[Mowen (to Kellogg) re companies
moving to CO.; Kellogg’s response;
Mouch’s promotion, etc. 269

.| Dagny &

Rearden in
her
apartment

JGL returned to TT;
her reflection on its
office & the tortured
shadow 273
Rearden re the banquet;
discussion of the role
of “need” in
relationships 274
Her plan for a RM
transcontinental track;
his for new mills; his
expectation of political
improvement 277
Their decision to go on
vacation 278
Sexual talk; his request

that she wear the RM

bracelet 279

bl

Dagny &
Rearden’s
vacation

Attitudes re nature &
commerce; Visit to
mine; hotel lies; need
for diesels; decision to
visit 20th Cen. Motors 279
Starnesville: the
overgrown gas station
& primitive people 283
The gutted factory &

abandoned motor; their
reactions 286

X.  WYATT’S

TORCH

.| Inquiries in

‘Wisconsin re

Inquiry at Hall of
Records re factory 292

.| motor

Bascom: re factory; his
comment re Dagny &
Rearden’s relationship;

Rearden’s response 294
Eddie (over phone) re

the attempt to kill
Colorado 297






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_015.png
L. WHITE
BLACKMAIL

Rearden

Escorting Lillian to
train station
Significant discussion
w/ Dagny re
relationships, sex,
pleasure, & Francisco

423

425

Lillian’s discovery of
the affair; her response;
his reaction & glimpse
of a flaw in her scheme
of punishment

428

Ferris’ attempted
blackmail; Rearden’s
response re the flaw in
the system which will
come out at trial

432

.| Eddie and Galt re state of the world,

destroyer, Danagger’s vulnerability, &
Dagny’s appointment to see him

438

~[Dagny & Danagger: her wait while he

speaks to Galt; his quitting; the $
cigarette; message for Rearden

440

Rearden

.| Francisco & Rearden’s reflection on

Danagger’s quitting
Discussion in which
Francisco introduces
key ideas including that
of moral sanction and
opposite moral codes
Furnace breakout:
Francisco saves
Rearden’s furnace and
Rearden saves his life;
Rearden offers
Francisco a job;
Francisco leaves w/o
finishing what he had
to say

447

449

456

IV. THE
SANCTION OF
THE VICTIM

.| Rearden

Thanksgiving: family’s
insults; Lillian’s attack
on his self-esteem;
reflection on her
scheme of punishment;
confrontation w/ Philip

461






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_032.png
.| Galt and Thompson: Thompson tries
to make a deal but has nothing to
offer; a zero can’t hold a mortgage

over life 1097
.| Thompson & advisors: their fear of
Galt 1105
Dagny w/Thompson: lying to
him, wonders if fakers
want to live; puts
Galt’s safety before
ending regime &
saving TT 1108
At her office:
indifference to reward
check; wonders
whether “non-valuing
people” want to live;
Francisco’s note 1111
Galt’s Thompson & Jim 1111
visitors Thompson &Morrison 1113
Thompson & Ferris;
Galt requests Stadler 1114
‘Thompson & Mouch: shortages of
staples 1115
Dagny and Eddie: he says she’ll quit
as soon as she can; he decides to go to
CA in effort to save TT; she says
there’s nothing to save 1116
Galt & Stadler: Stadler, brought by
force, denies that he wants to use force
against the mind but ends by saying
Galt must be killed 1116
.| Banquet Galt brought there by
force 1119
Dagny, in audience,
noticing different
people’s responses to
Galt, challenges the
premise that they want
to live 1120)





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
EDITED BY
ROBERT MAYHEW

_:.Iﬁ

ESSAYS ON
AYN RAND’S
ATLAS SHRUGGED





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_017.png
TT train delayed by
storm b/c of regulation
& absence of the CO
industrialists; resulting
factory closures 497
Cultural response to
these events 498
Collapse of Atlantic
Southern Bridge (due
to Boyle) leaving
Taggart Bridge as only
link across continent 499
Copper shortage, due to

Ragnar: top floors of

buildings abandoned;

no RM rails for TT;

consequent wrecks 500
Illegal mining of ore 501

Dagny

Board of Directors

Meeting: vote to close

JGL; TT now beholden

to Weatherby

representing Mouch) 501
Drink w/Francisco: her
attitude re the line &
TT; his love of her &
of Rearden; his Galt
legend (Prometheus) 511

Visit to Marshville &
last run of Rio Norte
Line 517,

w

Lillian

Lunch w/Jim: her

failure re Rearden’s

trial; her continued

intention to deliver him 521
Discovery that Rearden

must be traveling with

a mistress 524

Realization that Dagny

is Rearden’s mistress;

exchange with her re

JGL closin 525






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_023.png
Dagny & Galt:

domestic details; no
communications w/

outside; she doesn’t

request an exception 763

Fourth day

Francisco: reaction to

seeing Dagny alive;

their past and present

feelings (idea of

notifying world she’s

alive) 764

.| Dagny’s
inner conflict
concerning
Galt

w/Francisco at his

house: his plans for the

future; the mine in the

valley; moment of

sexual chemistry 769
The nature of her desire

for Galt; he seems

unattainable, despite

her conviction that her

ideals are achievable 772
Apprehension &

resentment re his

absences at night; relief

when she learns he’s

lecturing 773
Waiting for him to

return: her desire for

him 774
His return: he’s

watched her for years;

his holding her in the

valley would be faking

reality 776,
Her struggle against

desire (mind-body

issues) 780)

.| The valley’s
culture

Halley: “The Nature of

an Artist” 781
Kay Ludlow:

portraying human

reatness 784
The young mother and
her two sons






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_036.png
D. The men of the mind as the unacknowledged cause of the
values and the victims of the seekers of the unearned
E. How the mystics evade or “blank-out” the source of the
concepts they take over
F. The concept of “objective reality,” which the mystics aim
to destroy, as the culmination of the development of a
human consciousness
G. The doctrines by which the mystics of muscle seek to
reduce men to the state of savages
i.  Epistemological and metaphysical doctrines
ii. Psychological and linguistic doctrines
iii. Socioeconomic doctrines
H. The world as reduced to a clash between rival gangs of
power-lusting mystics
1. The psychology of a mystic
i.  How the object of the mystic's worship and fear is the
consciousness of others
ii. How the mystic is driven to seek power over other
consciousnesses in order to control reality
iii. How death is the mystic’s goal
J. The impossibility of making terms with evil—with
death-seeking mystics
. Choose the Morality of Life
A. How Galt, by withdrawing the mind, has brought the
Morality of Death to its conclusion
i.  How Galt reached the decision to strike
ii. What the men of the mind contribute to society
iii. The attempt by incompetents to enslave the men of
the mind
iv. The historical significance of the strike
v.  As aresult of Galt’s action, men will die unless they
recognize that their lives are made possible by the
mind’s dominion over matter
B. People’s attitude towards morality
i.  How people fake belief in the code of sacrifice to
themselves and to others
ii. The lethal breach between the moral and the practical
or pleasurable
iii. The belief that morality is a necessary evil
C. Why there is no room for compromise and the code of
sacrifice must be rejected outright
i, The evil attitude that there are no absolutes, which is
aresult of trying to practice an impracticable code
ii. The growth of evil when virtue is compromised

1038

1039

1040
1042
1042
1042
1043

1044
1044

1044

1045
1046

1046
1047

1047
1047
1048
1049
1050
1051
1052
1052

1053
1053

1054

1054
1054





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_010.png
Hastings® wife re his
resignation then
retirement, his
assistant’s invention of
the motor, the man at

the diner 324

Hugh Akston: rejection
of job offer; refusal to
discuss inventor; pride
re his three students; $

cigarette 327

The
destruction
of Colorado

Mouch’s crippling
directives

Wyatt’s response: he
sets fire to his wells &
disappears

333

335

PART II: EITHER-O

R

L. THEMAN
WHO
BELONGED ON

.| Stadler

—_—
Reflection on weather,
state of the world, his
loneliness & Ferris’s

book 339

EARTH

Meeting with Ferris re

book, which Stadler

doesn’t repudiate

(mentions of oil

shortage & Proj. X 342
Eager acceptance of

Dagny’s request for a

meeting 348

Dagny

Attitude toward her
work, which consists of
struggling to keep
trains running as CO
dies

Attempts to find the
inventor and/or
someone who can
reconstruct his motor

349






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_014.png
of stock Eanic 421

Lillian & Dagny: re
conquest of men; re
RM bracelet;
insinuation of an affair;
Rearden takes Dagny’s

side 400
Dagny & Rearden: her
tenderness; his reaction 403

Jim, Eubank, Scudder,

& Pritchett re new

social order which

Francisco identifies as

the aristocracy of pull 404
Francisco& Jim, who

holds d”Anconia

(dAC) stock, re the

directives that

destroyed the

competition 404
Francisco & Dagny re

fate of JGL 408]
Rearden’s thoughts and

attitude re Francisco 409
Francisco: “The

Meaning of Money” 410)

Reactions: the woman
who doesn’t feel that he
is right; the man who is
glad he has dAC stock 415
Francisco & Rearden
re Francisco’s speech,
Rearden’s sacrifice of
his emotions, and
Francisco’s sabotage of
dAC (Francisco warns
Rearden not to deal

with dAC] 415
Rearden’s laughter and
suppression of it 419

Francisco’s instigation






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_001.png
PART I: NON-CONTRADICTION

1. THE THEME Eddic

Reflections en route to
Taggart Buildin;
Confrontation with Jim
about Rio Norte Line
Conversation with Pop
Harper

2.|Dagny

Response to hearing
Halley’s Fifth Concerto
Orders re stopped train;
plan to promote Owen
Kellogg 15

Attitude toward tunnels
in the Taggart Terminal
(TT) 17

Meeting w/ Jim re

Rearden Metal (RM)

rails for Rio Norte

Line 18
Phone call to publisher

re Richard Halley 24
Meeting with Owen

Kellogg who quits 24,

Rearden’s

II.  THE CHAIN work life

Train passengers’

attitudes toward him 27
Response to pouring

the first heat of RM 28
Reflections on his life

while walking home

from the mills 29|

Rearden’s
home life

His family’s

condescension toward

him & his work 32
Lillian’s trapping him

into agreeing to an

anniversary party 35
His gift of the bracelet

to Lillian 36,
Conversation with

Larkin re political

situation 38






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_009.png
Dagny

Choice between
fighting for Colorado
and keeping
appointment with
Lawson re motor

The various restrictions
demanded by various
parties that would
cumulatively kill
Colorado

Discussion w/ Jim re
the situation

Decision to see Lawson

298

298

299,
300

>

Rearden

Larkin’s betrayal:
shipping his ore to
Boyle (also using TT
rather than lake boats);
the search for ore
Conversation w/
purchasing manager re
political situation &
character

Morally disarmed in
fight against looters

Lillian re love, the
change in Rearden, &
his obligation to her
happiness; his reaction;
her lack of purpose

301

302

303

304

Dagny’s
inquires

Conversation with
Lawson

309

Conversation with
Hunsacker: his suit
against Mulligan
(whose story Dagny
recalls); appeal of
Narragansett’s decision

313

The three Starnes heirs;
Ivy’s explanation of the
noble plan; mention of

Hastings as chief

engineer 321






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_018.png
Confrontation w/

Rearden re the affair:

Rearden’s acceptance

of her desire to remain

his wife, but rejection

of her request to

terminate the affair; his
reflection on her and

Dagny 527

1. | Washington meeting re 10-289:
attitudes toward it; Mouch’s history;
Taggart can make Rearden sign the
“Gift Certificate” 532
2.| Dagny resigns in response to 10-289
and goes to the cabin in Woodstock 549,
3.|Rearden Resignation of the head
of Rearden Steel
Workers Union in
response to 10-289 554
Wet Nurse offers to
cover up anything
Rearden does and asks
him to refuse to sign
Certificate on principle 555
Lillian goes on
vacation 556
Ferris’s blackmail;
Rearden’s reflection on
morality, his errors, his
love of Dagny; he signs
the Certificate

VL. MIRACLE
METAL

1.|Eddie & Galt: the best men are

quitting; Kip’s special; Dagny’s

location 567
2.|Ragnar & Rearden 571
3.| The tunnel catastrophe 584

VII. THE
MORATORIUM
ON BRAINS

1.|Dagny at Her goals; building the
her cabinin  path; reflection re
Woodstock  purpose; how every
purpose integrates to
TT; her conflict

VIII. BY OUR LOVE






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_005.png
VIL

THE
EXPLOITERS
AND THE
EXPLOITED

.| Dagny in

Colorado

Overcoming obstacles

caused by people’s

discomfort with RM 162
Her relationship with

Wyatt & with Nealy

(the subpar contractor) 165!
Rearden’s visit: their

attitudes to Colorado &

each other; idea for

RM bridge; his lie to

avoid flying her to NY. 167

.| Dagny in car

w/ Jim

Jim’s fear of the public
reaction to RM 172
His attempt to trick her
into debating Scudder;
she leaves his car 175

Dagny in
slum diner

Bum’s opinions re
morality & the spirit-
body opposition 176,
Tramp’s Galt legend

(discoverer of the

Fountain of Youth) 178

.| The State

Science
Institute

Dr. Potter’s attempts to
make Rearden
withdraw RM 178

.| (SSI) vs. RM

Mowen’s cancellation
of Dagny’s order for
RM switches 182
Dagny reads SSI’s

smear of RM &

decides to see Dr.

Stadler 183

students) 186

History of Stadler &

SSI 185
Dagny & Stadler’s

discussion (his attitude

toward technology,

people, the efficacy of
reason—his three






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_031.png
The attack Wet Nurse’s death (just

on the mills  after learning what it is
to be alive); Rearden’s
reflection on education
The fighting at the
mills; Rearden is
knocked unconscious
Rearden and
Francisco’s reunion

989

995

998

VIL.  “THiIs IS JOHN
GALT SPEAKING”

Jim tells Dagny that Rearden has quit,
appeals to her to bring him back; her
reaction to the news; Rearden’s note;
her anxiety re Galt.

1001

Dagny is tricked into being in the
audience for Mr. Thompson’s speech,
which he cannot give because the
frequencies are blocked

1004

Galt’s speech: the strike; the morality
of life; the morality of death; the
mystics; the nature of one’s choice

1009

VIII. THE EGOIST

1.| Thompson et al. & Dagny: they try to

evade the speech; she says if they
want to live they must decontrol;
‘Thompson suggests a deal

1070

.| Dagny & Eddie re Galt and her view

that the looters will give up b/c they
value their lives and know they’re
through (which Eddie questions)

.| Effects of speech: best men quitting

all over the country; government
claims Galt will solve problems &
broadcasts appeals to him

Dagny & Thompson: his attempt to
reach Galt through her; her advice to
decontrol; his suggestion that Galt
may be dead

.| Dagny & Galt: she comes to his

house; he welcomes her; tells her that
police will come and she’ll have to
take their side to save him

Galt’s arrest






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_035.png
1.

V.

E

G.

attempt to wipe out existence by evasion as the basic
vice

ii. The supreme and ruling values

iii. The virtues

Emotions as automatic estimates based on one’s standard

of value

The principles of proper human relationships

i.  The trader principle

ii. The evil of initiating physical force

iii. The strikers’ refusal to submit to force and make terms
with evil men whose basic motive is opposite of their
own

The Morality of Death

A.

The doctrine of Original Sin

i.  The contradiction in the doctrine

ii. How the doctrine damns human life as such

The soul-body dichotomy

i The nature of the dichotomy

ii. The effects of the dichotomy

iii. The two teachers of the Morality of Death as products
of the dichotomy

. Sacrifice

i.  The meaning of the term

ii. The immorality of sacrifice

iii. How, in sacrificing material values, one renounces
one’s spirit

iv. Sacrifice vs. the mind

. The morality of sacrifice

i.  The non-objectivity of the code of sacrifice

ii. The psychology by which the code of sacrifice is accepted

iii. Worship of need or “the zero” as the “secret core” of the
morality of sacrifice—how this means that death is its
standard of value

iv. The meanness of soul created by the code of sacrifice’s
sacrifice of morality and self-esteem

v. The justification of sacrifice is a self-contradictory
demand for causeless love
The consequences of the morality of sacrifice

The Teachers of the Morality of Death

. How mystics’ attacks exploit fear of independence
. The mystics as motivated by a desire to escape the law of

identity—as sacrificing existence to their wishes

. The primacy of consciousness as a rebellion against

causality and existence as such

1017
1018
1018

1021
1022
1022
1023

1024
1025
1025
1025
1025
1026
1026
1026

1027
1027
1028
1028

1029
1030
1030
1030
1031

1031
1032
1033
1034
1034
1034
1035

1036





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_022.png
Daniels (delivering
car): apologies for
breaking his promise;
enthusiasm for Galt

and the valley 714
Tour of Mulligan’s house 716
the Valley Dwight Sanders 716
Dick McNamara 718,
The fishwife (AR’s
cameo) 719
Wyatt Oil 720
Stockton Foundry 723
Ken Danagger 724

The street: Hammond’s
Market, etc; cafeteria &
Kay Ludlow; Mulligan
Bank; Mint 726
Residential area 728
Francisco’s cabin: “the
first man I took away
from you”

The power house: the
oath, Dagny’s desire
for Galt

2.|Dinner at Mulligan’s: the mind on
strike; why each striker went on strike;
she’ll need to make a choice

Galt’s house: what Dagny’s choice
means in personal terms—she’ll either
kill Galt or be with him; the guest

room
1.| Next Breakfast with Ragnar
II.  THE UTOPIA . - .
e v morning, Discussion w/ Galt:
at Galt’s she’ll work as his cook
house and housemaid

2.| Third day Kellogg: the outside

in Valley: world believes that
Dagny is dead; he
conveyed her message
to Rearden






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_013.png
Daniels: his character

and motivation; their

deal. 379
Encounter with

newsstand owner: the

mystery of the $

cigarette 382

e

Rearden

Illegal sale of RM to

Danagger; attitude

toward the illegality;

connection to secrecy

of affair w/ Dagny 383
Lillian’s arrival and

demand that he

accompany her to Jim’s
wedding 384

-

Cherry!’s preparations for the
wedding; history of romance with Jim 387

Wedding

Cherryl’s perspective 392
Boyle & Scudder’s

categorization of guests

under “Favor” and

“Fear”; their reaction to
Rearden’s entrance 393
Jim: his hangers on;

Mouch’s absence;

conversation with

Boyle re trading men 393
Cherryl: confusion re
‘Washington hints;

encounter with Dagny 395

Rearden’s thoughts re
appearing in public
with Lillian in Dagny’s

presence 396
Lillian & Jim re her
gift to him of

Rearden’s presence,

promise to “deliver”

Rearden, and her

motivation 398






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_027.png
Doubts about his
character & role at TT;
learns from Eddie; Jim
explains that he “feels”
& married her out of
need for
“understanding”

875

Confrontation between Jim and
Cherryl: he wants unearned love and
to be great w/o the necessity of being;
he evades this; he enjoys dCA’s
destruction; she leaves

883

.| Dagny Her first month back:
no achievements, only
averted catastrophes;
loneliness for valley &
Galt

Cherryl: apology &
bonding; “unfeeling”;
non-identity; lack of
moral guidance;
independence; hatred
of the good

. [Jim Destruction of vase:
satisfied by thoughts of
those who prized it &
of the desperate people
it could have fed
Lillian: he can’t help
her avert her divorce;
their bond; hatred of
Rearden; sex “in
celebration of the
triumph of impotence”

893

.| Cherryl At home: her horror at
Jim’s act; why he
married her; he’s “a
killer for the sake of
killing”; he hits her;
she runs out

900}






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_026.png
w/Jim & Meigs: her
refusal to reassure them

or country; the RUP;
how they avoid their
knowledge 838
Lillian’s blackmail 847

3.|Dagny atthe Dagny (on Scudder’s

Radio station program) reveals that
Rearden was
blackmailed 850
Cab ride: reflection on
Galt; cab driver’s
gratitude; her response

Dagny in her His love for her; the

apartment soul-body dichotomy;

with Rearden honesty vs. faking
reality; how she’s
found her love
Discussion: Galt; their
plan to fight until they
win or learn it’s
hopeless

1.{Jim Alone in evening: his
indifference to values,
desire to celebrate, fear
of self-knowledge
Reflection on his day:
parties at which plans
were finalized for the
nationalization of dAC

IV.  ANTI-LIFE

At home: conversation
w/Cherryl re his deal,
Dagny’s broadcast, his
character, and the

marriage
Cherryl’s Attributes her
year as impression that Jim is a

Jim’s wife  weak coward to her
ignorance; tries to learn
& rise; his resentment
of this






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_021.png
Conversation w/ I

incompetent night
operator at Bradshaw 685

Dagny in
pursuit of
Daniels

Airport: acquisition of
plane; instructions to
Kellogg 689
Flight to Utah: how the
world has become a
burden & values
unattainable; the absent
sight-givers; Halley’s
4th Concerto

In Utah: learns that
Daniels has just flown
out with an
unidentified man
Following Galt and
Daniels; crash

690

693

693

PARTIII: AISA

I ATLANTIS

1.|Dagny’s

arrival in
the valley

Dagny awakes in the

valley to “Sunlight,

green leaves and a

man’s face”: first

conversation with Galt. 701

Akston & Mulligan 706
Wyatt 708

Galt’s
house

Alone with Galt: Will

she be a guest or a

prisoner? Is Galt a

stranger, an ideal, or an

enemy? The Galt

legends 709
Dr. Hendricks 711
Alone with Galt: he

always thinks of her; he
purposely beat her to

712






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_006.png
o

. | Formation

of John
Galt, Inc.

Jim’s panic & Dagny’s
decision to complete
the Rio Norte
independently of TT as
The John Galt Line

(JGL) 193

Attempt to sell JGL

bonds to Francisco 197

Dagny’s meeting with
Rearden re JGL; their
feelings for one

another. 201

bt

Rearden at
office

Response to copper
emergency (including
decision to buy mine) 205
Rejection of mother’s
demand for a job for
Philip 207
Mr. Ward’s respectful

appeal for metal &

Rearden’s reaction 209
Passage of EOB 212
Despondent reflection
on his own motivation;

new idea for bridge 214

VIII. THE JOHN

GALT LINE

Eddie’s conversation with Galt re JGL
& Dagny’s reliance on Sanders for

diesels

217,

.| Dagny’s metaphysical loneliness in
office (after Sanders quits); the
tortured shadow

219,

.| Rearden’s

Compliance
with EOB

Sale of ore mines to

Larkin; reflection on
the situation

Sale of coal mines to
Danagger 224
Mouch’s bureaucratic

position; progress on

221

JGL bridge 224
Meeting with Eddie:

moratorium on TT’s
bill; their attitudes re
EOB

225






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_034.png
L

Introduction

A.

B.

C.
D.
. The Morality of Life
A

B.

C.

The state of the world as a realization of its moral ideal
Galt's removal of the men of the mind who are the victims
of the world’s morality

The strike

The need to discover morality

Traditional morality, whether mystical or skeptical, as

sacrificial and anti-mind

Morality as a survival requirement for a being of volitional

consciousness

The standard, purpose, and reward of morality

i.  Man’s life as the standard of morality

ii. One’s own life as the purpose of morality

iii. Happiness as one’s highest moral purpose

iv. The evil and irrationality of the preachers of
self-sacrifice

v. The respective roles of choices and facts in the
foundations of morality

. The philosophic foundations of morality, which are the

ultimate basis for the strike
i.  The metaphysical axioms
ii. An epistemology of reason as demanded by the axioms

. The morality of reason

i, The basic choice to think, which amounts to the
choice to accept existence, as the basic virtue and the

1009
1009

1010
1010
1011
1011

1011

1012
1013
1013
1014
1014

1014
1015
1015
1015

1016
1017





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_004.png
Opinions of the guests
(who are cultural
leaders) re Rearden &
EOB 131
Dagny’s initial
exchanges with Lillian
and Rearden 137
Rearden’s
confrontation with
Lillian re Scudder 139
Francisco’s arrival;
Rearden & Lillian’s

opinions of him 140|
Francisco & the
cultural leaders 141

Francisco & Jim’s
discussion of San
Sebastian 142
Rearden & Dagny’s
attitudes toward the
party 144
Francisco’s first
conversation with
Rearden 145
Dagny’s conversation
with Rearden re

celebrations 149
Discussion of Ragnar
by spinster et al. 151

Spinster’s Galt legend
(discoverer of Atlantis)

& Dagny’s response 153
Dagny & Francisco’s

brief exchange 154/
Dagny’s trade with

Lillian for the RM

bracelet 155
Rearden’s reaction:

behaving as the

attentive husband 156

Rearden in Lillian’s
‘bedroom: their history
& attitudes toward sex
& each other 157|
~ ]






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_019.png
Francisco: their kiss;
his twelve years of
waiting. He introduces
key ideas: she is
enabling her enemies;
theirs is the morality of
kidnappers; her
attachment to the world
is related to the soul-
body dichotomy.

Radio report of tunnel
disaster; she rushes
back to TT

Jim: letter of
resignation; mental
state; attempt to
intimidate Eddie into
revealing Dagny’s
location

Dagny’s return:
emotional detachment;
refusal to speak to
Mouch; explicitly
“giving in” & paying
ransoms 626

IX.

THE FACE
‘WITHOUT
PAIN OR FEAR
OR GUILT

.| Dagny in her

apartment

Image of NYC sinking

like Atlantis: her self-
dedication to

unrequited love 633
w/ Francisco: their

different views on

serving the ideal man;

their motives; her

realization that he’s an

agent of “the
destroyer” 634

Enter Rearden:

Francisco’s realization

that she is Rearden’s

mistress & his

admission that she’s

the woman he loves;

Rearden slaps him;

Francisco’s restraint 638





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_030.png
VL

THE CONCERTO OF
DELIVERANCE

The set-up

At TT: she calls for

engineer from other

railroad and decides to

signal trains manually 949
Galt: among the track

workers; follows her

into the tunnels, where

he takes her; how he

has watched her for ten

years; now he has

knowingly endangered

himself 954
Controversy re steel

workers’ wages 963
“Accidental”

attachment on

Rearden’s property 964
Holloway’s request for

a meeting 965
Slagenhop & Philip 966
Rearden’s mother’s

insistence on seeing

him 967

Rearden

goes on
strike

His family: They plead
for his sacrificial help;
he sees that they don’t
want to live & grasps
what Lillian is after
Leaders: they expect
him to make the
irrational work; “three
tumblers” click into
lace, setting him free
Driving back to his
mills he grasps fully
the nature of their
value; the context that
makes them a value is
one

968






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_028.png
Horror: achievements

seized; b/c of inverted

morality people know

only pain & are

concerned only for the

guilty 904
Suicide: her rejection

of this world as all

that’s left of hers; the

social worker; she runs

off the pier 907

V.

THEIR
BROTHERS’
KEEPERS

.| Dagny

Scarcity of copper;

Meigs’ thievery;

supplies spread thinly

across the system; lack

of initiative among

workers 909
w/Jim: RUP is

irrational; demand that

she make it work b/c

she’s the doer & he has

the right of weakness 910

dCA nationalized but

it’s been totally

destroyed; Jim’s

reaction 918
Dinner w/ Rearden: his

attitude toward

Francisco & work;

plans to bootleg metal

for machines for MN

farmers 921
Francisco’s parting

message to the world;
Rearden’s reaction 925

Dagny sends copper

wire from MN to MO,

which is one of the few
remaining suppliers of

copper. 925

Rearden

Government officials

suddenly solicitous
toward him 926






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_012.png
His previous inability

to enjoy his wealth and

new determination to

do so; how he’s paid

for Dagny 371
How the image of a

playboy as the enjoyer

of material pleasures

represents a vicious

and important error 371
How the night in the

NJ restaurant is a

reward he anticipated

in his youth but never

found 372
Her reflection on the

vicious error and on

what she has yet to

discover about it 373

Rearden &
Dagny that
night

En route from copper

conference to Dagny’s
apartment: his

metaphysical revulsion

& lack of sexual desire 373
At apartment: their

estimate of those who

want them sexually 375
Discussion of SSI issue

& of motor, which

restores his sense of the

world 376
Discussion of the issue

of sanction 377
The return of his sexual

desire & his implicit
recognition of the

cause & of its moral

implications 378
1. | Dagny The progressive
L 2'5 . disappearance of the
ISTOCRACY, Colorado industrialists;
OF PULL

her idea that it is due to
a “destroyer”





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_025.png
6. Final conference: She
initially asks for one
more day to decide;
discussion of the
principles by which she
should decide, Galt too
is uncertain about
whether he’ll return;
Mulligan concretizes
dangers; she decides to
return to hold Taggart
Bridge—people love
their lives and can’t
refuse to see forever.
Dagny, Galt, &
Francisco: Galt says
he’s returning;
Francisco realizes why;
gives them his blessing 808
Dagny & Galt: She
wants to win the world
for him; he says that
she is seeking justice
by submitting to the
unjust; his advice not to
“damn existence” if she
fails 810

1. | Demonstration of Project X: Stadler’s

compliance with Ferris’s orders to

give a speech 816

2.|Dagny’s return: the senseless

unhappiness and the meaningless

speeches; call to Rearden 831

Dagny at w/Eddie re Meigs: the

office crony-driven schedules

under the Railroad

Unification Plan

(RUP); no repairs to
lines

| I ANTI-GREED






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_033.png
Galt maneuvers so that I
gun s visible on

cameras and says “Get
the hell out of my

way!” 1125
X THE . Sta‘_iler‘s al(ervp( (o_seize Project X
CENERATOR Meigs beats l_um to it; the mecham‘sm
goes off, killing many and destroying I
the Taggart Bridge 1126
.| Dagny Having overheard the
goes on villains® plans to
strike torture Galt and I
understood the
motivation, she calls
Francisco 1133
Home & office: she
collects a few items,
hesitates only
momentarily over news
of the Bridge’s collapse 1137
Meets Francisco; takes
oath 1138
.| Project F: torture of Galt; Jim’s
breakdown 1139]
.| Rescue Dagny and guard: she 1
X INTHENAME of Galt shogots him Eecause he
OF THE BEST e %
will not decide 1147
‘WITHIN Us B S JU———

Francisco, Rearden,
and Ragnar extract Galt

Plane ride to the valley 1156

. | Eddie’s uncertain fate 1160

.| Strikers in valley prepare to return 1167|

Galt, in mountains w/ Dagny, declares
an end to the strike





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_020.png
Alone w/ Rearden:

Rearden’s regret;

Dagny tells him that

Franciso was her first

lover; Rearden takes

Dagny; discussion of

his feeling for

Francisco 641
Resignation letter from

Daniels; Dagny calls

him, decides to head

for Utah at once 643

.| Eddie

In Dagny’s apartment:
notices Rearden’s robe
in and realizes she’s
having an affair with
him 648
w/ Galt re Daniels &

the motor; Dagny’s trip

to Utah ; the affair—

Galt rushes out 651

THE SIGN OF
THE DOLLAR

1.|Dagny on

the Comet

Thoughts about the
deteriorating world;
desperate loneliness 654
Jeff Allen: she saves
his life; invites him for
dinner; their

conversation 656

The story of John Galt

and the 20th Century

Motors 660
Frozen train  Dagny’s reflections on

her goals 672

The situation; the |

attitudes of the

passengers 673

Dagny and Kellogg 1

walk to track phone:

discussion of people &

Ivy Starnes; job offer; $
cigarettes 678






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_003.png
.| The Anti- Passed by the National

dog-eat-dog ~ Association of

Rule Railroads 73
Conway’s reaction; Jim
& Boyle’s 75
Jim tells Dagny about
it 75
Dagny urges Conway
to fight it 77!
.| Dagny Wyatt’s ultimatum 81
Meeting with Rearden

re expediting order:

their values; he says

that they’re

blackguards but they

move the world 82

VL

THE CLIMAX
OF THE
D’ANCONIAS

THE NON-
COMMERCIAL

1. | News that San Sebastian is worthless;

Dagny makes an appointment to see
Francisco 89

.| Dagny & Their childhood

Francisco’s  friendship; his ability

history & purposefulness 90
Prelude to their
romance; his
convictions & ambition 98

Her sexuality &
attitude toward
celebration; her first

ball 101
The beginning of their

affair 104
The early stages of

their careers 109
Their last night

together 112

His becoming a
playboy & her reaction 115

Dagny’s conversation with Francisco

about his motives 117!
.| The Rearden’s attitude;
Reardens’ Equalization of

anniversary ~ Opportunity Bill
party (EOB) threat 127






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_007.png
.| Controversy ~ Cultural leaders united

leading up to against TT& RM; JGL

firstrunon _progress ignored 227
JGL Jim & Philip excited by
rumor of RM accident 229

Lillian re absurdity of

an affair between

Dagny and Rearden 229,
Dagny re public; some

of the “very young”

and “very old” inspired

by the JGL; first run

announced 230
Union tries to stop JGL

run; Dagny’s response 231
AN TT engineers

volunteer for run;

Logan chosen by lot 232

Dagny’s press

conference (w/

Rearden) re the first

un 233

.| The first run  Benevolent air of

crowd and reporters at
departure 236

Dagny’s experience of
the run: her desire for
Rearden; the relation

between spirit & body 239
Arrival at Wyatt

Jjunction; Dagny &
Rearden’s dinner w/

Wyatt 247
Rearden and Dagny’s
first night together 250

IX. THE SACRED
AND THE
PROFANE

.| Rearden’s denunciation of himself and

Dagny; his resolution to carry on the
affair, though he thinks it’s depraved;
her response 253

.| Jim & Cherryl: his reaction to JGL;

hers; her past; his attitude toward her 256
s I






