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Book Description:

Making new friends is a wonderful thing. Should you have a lot in common with your new friend? Do you have to look the same? What happens when you look very different from each other?
 


‘The Jungle Crew’ is an enjoyable rhyming story about how animals big and small meet and become great friends. Each animal has something special to share. Although they are look very different, there is something lovable in each and every one.
 


This is a story about diversity and how unusual friendships can lead to fun times and happy occasions. “The Jungle Crew” is a great bedtime story for children 3-5 years old.
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Let me tell you a tale that is special and true

Of how once there was one, then there were two.

What came after that was three and four.

Before I knew it, there were even more!
 


This is a story of my jungle crew.

Now we are many, but we started off few.

It took a while for us all to be friends,

Learning and loving all our odds and ends.
 


We are all different but we are the same.

Each one has a unique individual name.

But even if all of us wander and roam,

The jungle is one place that we call our home.
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It started with me, out there on my own -

A friendless lion walking all alone.

No one wanted to spend time with me.

One look at my face and they would just flee!
 


I had sharp teeth and a thick mane.

They thought I was nasty, cruel and vain.

But not one of those things were ever true

My teeth were sharp to help me chew!
 


Some thought my paws were too big and strong

And that there was no place for me to belong.

But I’m a kind lion, caring and good.

I am a lion that’s just misunderstood.
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Everything changed when I met my first friend.

I met the hippo by the river bend.

He was walking alone, looking sad and blue

So I cried out, “Hello! How do you do?”
 


The hippo turned and looked me in the eye.

He looked very lonely and a little shy.

“I’m not well at all,” the hippo said

Can we walk together instead?”
 


The hippo was very different from me - 

As different from a lion as he could possibly be.

He had big eyes and pink skin, and he was so fat!

Then I quietly wondered what was wrong with that?
 


The hippo became a friend that I could talk to.

We told each other secrets that we only knew.

Although sometimes we might disagree and fight,

We always forgive each other and say, “That’s alright!”
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The hippo and I became quite a pair.

There was nothing that we did not share.

And so when we met the big tall giraffe,

We ran to meet him with a smile and a laugh.
 


“I’d like a friend,” said the voice from up high.

He had a long neck; he could reach the sky!

Standing beside him, even the hippo felt small.

Because the giraffe was so thin and tall.
 


He said, “You won’t find a wiser animal than me.”

Hippo and I grinned, because now we were three!

Together we made a strange-looking crew.

Together, there were more things to do.
 


He told us stories about the river, the ponds and springs.  

The giraffe was wise and clever about so many things. 

If there was a problem, the giraffe didn’t quit!

He had a quick mind and a sharp wit.
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