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CHAPTER ONE Young Taylor

Taylor Alison Swift was born on the 13th December 1989.

Her parents are Andrea and Scott Swift. They had important jobs in banks. The family lived on a beautiful Christmas-tree farm in Pennsylvania, in the United States of America.
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A Christmas-tree farm
Taylor’s brother, Austin, was born two years after Taylor.

Young Taylor and Austin were happy on the farm.
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Taylor and Austin Swift
Taylor loved telling stories to her family about the animals on the farm.
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Taylor’s family had horses and a dog.
Taylor loved singing, too. She sang children’s songs with her own words, and she could remember all the words to the songs in Disney films.

Taylor’s family moved to the town of Wyomissing in Pennsylvania in 1998. She was nine years old.


[image: ]
Taylor moved to Wyomissing.
But Taylor did not like school in Wyomissing, because she did not have many friends.

One day, Taylor saw a play at the Berks Youth Theatre Academy. It was Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl.


[image: ]
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Taylor loved the play, and she forgot about her problems at school.
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A theatre
Taylor acted in plays with the Berks Youth Theatre Academy.

In 2000, ten-year-old Taylor sang the US national anthem, “The Star-Spangled Banner”, at a sports game.

Taylor sang it very well, and people loved it. Then she sang the national anthem at more sports games.
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Taylor singing the US national anthem in 2002
Taylor sang in lots of places.

Now Taylor was a very good singer, and she wanted a record deal.




CHAPTER TWO Nashville

One day, eleven-year-old Taylor watched a TV show about her favourite singer, Faith Hill. Faith Hill sings and plays country music – guitar music from the USA.
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Faith Hill
Faith Hill and many country-music singers started in Nashville in the USA.
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Nashville
Nashville is the home of country music. Lots of music companies have offices there.

Taylor liked singing songs by Dolly Parton, LeAnn Rimes and Shania Twain.
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Dolly Parton
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LeAnn Rimes
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Shania Twain
Taylor sang her favourite songs and made a CD.

“Please can we take my CD to Nashville?” Taylor asked her parents.

Taylor and her mum went to Music Row in Nashville. They went to lots of music companies and gave them Taylor’s CD.
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Music Square is in Music Row in Nashville.
But lots of singers go to Nashville with their CDs. They all want record deals.
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Musicians in Nashville
Taylor and her mum went home and waited. But there were too many young singers, and too many CDs …




CHAPTER THREE A different singer
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Taylor with a guitar.
After Nashville, Taylor was sad. “How can I be different from the other singers?” she asked.

One day, she found an old guitar at home.
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Taylor was now a singer and a guitar player.
Taylor began guitar lessons. She played the guitar every day, and she started writing songs.

Now Taylor could sing and play the guitar!

At fourteen years old, Taylor got her first manager – Dan Dymtrow. Dan saw Taylor play and liked her songs.
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Dan Dymtrow
One day, Taylor went to Nashville with Dan, and she sang her songs for some music companies.

RCA, one of the big music companies, loved Taylor. They gave her an Artist’s Development Deal.
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RCA’s office in Nashville
This deal helped Taylor with her singing and song writing.

Taylor’s parents were happy about the Artist’s Development Deal.

“Let’s all move to Nashville,” they said.

“Yes, please!” said Taylor.

Taylor’s father moved his work to Nashville, and the family moved to Hendersonville, Tennessee, near Nashville.
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Hendersonville, Tennessee
In Nashville, Taylor wrote new songs with a song writer, Liz Rose.

Taylor wrote beautiful songs about her life – her friends, boyfriends, family and school.
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Liz Rose
Now Taylor had lots of country-music songs.

“Please can I make a CD, now?” Taylor asked RCA.
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Taylor at fifteen
“No,” they said. “You are too young, and you are not ready.”

Taylor was very sad. “But I am ready!” she said. Taylor stopped her Artist’s Development Deal with RCA.
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The Bluebird Café
Then Taylor played at The Bluebird Café – a famous music place in Nashville.

A music manager,

Scott Borchetta, saw Taylor there. He loved Taylor’s singing and her songs.

Scott gave Taylor a record deal with his new music company, Big Machine Records.
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Scott Borchetta



CHAPTER FOUR Record deal

Taylor Swift was Big Machine Records’ first singer.
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Taylor and Scott
Taylor was only fifteen, but she had 150 songs.


[image: ]
Tim McGraw
Taylor played her song “Tim McGraw” for Scott. Tim McGraw is a famous country-music singer – Taylor’s song was about his music.

Scott loved it. “That’s your first single!” he said.

Taylor wrote songs about her life because it helped her with her problems.

Young people loved her music because it helped them, too.
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Young Taylor singing her songs
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Taylor’s Instagram page
Taylor made social-media pages for her music and talked to young people on social media.

Taylor’s fans loved her pages, and she quickly got more young fans.
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Taylor on television
In October 2006, sixteen-year-old Taylor made her first album – Taylor Swift.

She wrote all eleven songs on it.

Taylor went on television a lot. She sang songs and talked about her album. She was great!

Many people heard Taylor’s album and loved it.

Two of Taylor’s favourite country-music singers heard it, too – Faith Hill and Tim McGraw. Now they were Taylor Swift fans!
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Taylor with Faith Hill and Tim McGraw
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Taylor on Faith and Tim’s tour
In 2007, Taylor sang on Faith and Tim’s tour.

Taylor’s third single, “Our Song”, was one of the top country-music songs in the USA.

In 2007, seventeen-year-old Taylor got a country-music award for her “Tim McGraw” music video.
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Taylor with her award
Taylor went to the Grammys in 2008, too – the Grammys is a big music awards show in the USA.

She did not get a Grammy award. But she walked on the red carpet and met lots of famous people!
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Taylor at the Grammys in 2008
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Note about the book

1 Definitions of words in bold can be found in the glossary on pages 63–64


EPUB/images/pg040.jpg
ngee [EERY Y TR ERRRERE A LR

R TR TR YT R Y TR T R T T
2 999 000 000 087 100 eeee
900 000 0007789 00 900 000
20000000 2 200 ©0e 000
900 000 L 200 000 000 00
2 0 eeen

T rryrrT Y Y






EPUB/images/pg041.jpg
GRAMMY

GRAMMY .

R
e

GRAMMY |








EPUB/images/pg011.jpg





EPUB/images/pg010.jpg





EPUB/images/pg013.jpg





EPUB/images/pg012.jpg





EPUB/images/pg015.jpg





EPUB/images/pg014.jpg
‘illustrated bv Quentin Blake §





EPUB/images/pg016.jpg






EPUB/images/cover.jpg
Penguin Readers






EPUB/images/pg022.jpg





EPUB/images/pg024.jpg





EPUB/images/pg023.jpg





EPUB/images/pg026.jpg





EPUB/images/pg025.jpg





EPUB/images/pg028.jpg





EPUB/xhtml/prh_core_assets/images/prh_uk_logo.jpg
Penguin
Random Houge
UK





EPUB/images/pg027.jpg





EPUB/images/pg020.jpg





EPUB/images/pg019.jpg





EPUB/images/pg018.jpg






EPUB/images/pg033.jpg






EPUB/images/pg032.jpg
TAYLOR SV 0

P Gital Albums
ntry Albumg





EPUB/images/pg035.jpg
\)






EPUB/images/pg034.jpg





EPUB/images/pg036.jpg





EPUB/images/pg039.jpg





EPUB/images/pg038.jpg
v






EPUB/images/pg021_01.jpg





EPUB/images/pg021_02.jpg





EPUB/images/pg030.jpg







EPUB/xhtml/prh_core_assets/images/logo_small.png





EPUB/images/pg029.jpg





EPUB/images/pg031_01.jpg
A






EPUB/images/pg031_02.jpg





