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Brian Wilson spent eighteen years as Labour MP for Cunninghame North and served in five UK Ministerial capacities. On leaving politics in 2005, he became a Non-Executive Director of Celtic plc. He lives on the Isle of Lewis.
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FOREWORD

THE SEASON 2016-17 will long be remembered by Celtic supporters everywhere. It was truly historic – and well justifies the updating of this Official Celtic History to include the early achievements of Brendan Rodgers, his backroom team and the excellent squad of players.

Celtic must always be judged by three measures – success on the field of play, responsible stewardship, and respect for our charitable origins. In all these respects, we are in good shape and the crescendo to last season, coinciding with the Lisbon Lions commemoration, brought all three together in perfect harmony.

When my illustrious predecessor, Jack McGinn, whose company I regularly enjoy at Celtic Park, provided the foreword to the original centenary edition, he wrote that Brian Wilson ‘has quite brilliantly encapsulated the Celtic story into a most readable and interesting book’. These words stand today, so please read, enjoy and take pride in the great history of Celtic Football Club.

Ian Bankier
Chairman of Celtic
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ALL PREVIOUS ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS of advice and assistance apply. Particular mention to Frank Hannaway for statistical section and fact-checking. Thanks to Ronan Wilson for help on this edition. And I pay tribute to an old friend and much missed observer of Scottish football, Glenn Gibbons, whose input to original and first update were invaluable and who passed away in October 2014.

Brian Wilson


INTRODUCTION

IN THE ANNALS of Celtic Football Club, season 2016-17 will long be linked with the name and fame of The Invincibles, the team who went through the entire domestic programme without losing a game while securing only the fourth treble in the 71 years since the advent of the Scottish League Cup made that feat possible. Equally, this memorable season will be recalled as the one in which Brendan Rodgers arrived as manager and promptly transformed both expectations and delivery.

The making of history is an ongoing process and these landmark accomplishments – very recent to us – will be admired by future generations, just as we now look back with pride on the triumphs of our great teams in the past. Tom Rogic’s goal which brought it all together in stoppage time at the Scottish Cup Final will be spoken of in decades to come, wherever Celtic supporters reminisce and compare.

Brendan Rodgers came to Celtic with not only an impressive record but also a passion for the club. This helped create an immediate bond with the supporters but it was what transpired on the pitch that clinched the deal. Brendan applies to himself and those around him a simple but constantly challenging demand to ‘be the best you can be’. He sets high standards and abides by them – rigorous, accessible, respectful and extremely competent. Dermot Desmond pays tribute: ‘What he has achieved is exceptional – in developing the team technically, improving the quality of football, raising fitness standards . . .’ On top of all that, he signed a four year contract!

Nobody has responded more positively to the Rodgers reign or contributed more to Celtic’s success than Scott Brown who has been with the club for a full decade, very rare in modern football. He said: ‘For me to come here, to love the club, to enjoy coming in for training day in, day out; to be a treble winner and an Invincible . . . you can’t write that any better.’ He recalled meeting Gordon Strachan in London to discuss a possible move to Celtic: ‘I was young and naïve. For him to start talking about building a team around me and a couple of others was so exciting.’ Ten years on, Scott has made an immense contribution as player and, for seven seasons, as captain and true leader.

Knowing the history is always important to Celtic supporters but rarely have the past and present of the club overlapped more perfectly than in May 2017. This was the season in which everyone with Celtic in their hearts honoured the greatest single feat in the club’s history – winning the European Cup. Magnificent celebrations to mark the 50th anniversary of that stunning success – including an unforgettable night of entertainment and emotion at Glasgow’s Hydro Arena with Sir Rod Stewart topping the bill – fell in the week which also delivered the triumphant climax to Brendan Rodgers’ first season at Celtic Park. The choreography of events could hardly have been improved upon.

Time has taken its toll and, on March 2 2017, Tommy Gemmell passed away, as Bobby Murdoch, Ronnie Simpson and Jimmy Johnstone had before him. There was also sadness because that noblest of leaders, Billy McNeill, is now afflicted with cruel and debilitating illness. A statue recognising Billy’s contribution as player, captain and manager was unveiled at the foot of the Celtic Way on December 19 2015. It is an image which will continue to evoke memories and command respect for generations to come.

The core of this book was written to mark the club’s centenary in 1988. Since then, the whole football environment has been transformed. Huge television royalties have increasingly tipped the balance in favour of major European leagues and the small number of clubs who dominate them. Freedom of movement, ushered in by the Bosman ruling in 1995, revolutionised the transfer market and made it essential for all but the wealthiest clubs to create value through player development and judicious trading. A prerequisite for Celtic’s current success is that they have become extremely adept at both, the academy set-up producing players such as James Forrest, Callum McGregor and Kieran Tierney with plenty more to come.

Celtic is a highly respected European club with a massive following. Playing in a small league means operating on a tiny budget by comparison with those we come up against at the highest levels. The club is constantly looking for a route out of that enigma but none has yet presented itself. Celtic will continue to be vigilant in exploring any credible option while focusing on the task in hand, which is to maintain a club run to the highest standards, dominant in Scotland and competing effectively in Europe.

The overwhelming majority of supporters recognise these constraints and respect the stewardship which is exercised. In recent years, they have not had far to look for salutary lessons. The liquidation of Rangers in 2012 is referred to in this book. Subsequent events have confirmed that the methods used to avoid taxation were both widespread and illegal. Across Scottish football, many feel that these facts have been insufficiently recognised by the Scottish football authorities. In August 2017, following the Supreme Court ruling, Celtic called for a ‘comprehensive and transparent’ independent review of all the circumstances including the role of the governing bodies. The least to be expected is surely that lessons must be learned for the future.

Peter Lawwell summed up the Celtic ethos in the modern era: ‘The Club was founded for the best of reasons – rooted in the Irish community but open to all; a source of pride for those who identify with it; supportive of charity, family, humility, diversity. I would like to think that all these values are as present in Celtic today as they ever have been. We are built around three pillars – football, commerce and community, each reinforcing the others and all of equal importance.’ In line with these values, the work of the Celtic Foundation – founded in 1995 by Fergus McCann to reinforce the club’s charitable role – goes from strength to strength. Its objectives were, for example, closely tied into the Lisbon Lions celebrations and the Foundation benefited by more than £2 million as a result. Its good work, within the Glasgow East End community and far beyond, is deserving of a book on it own.

As I write, I am just back from Trondheim in Norway where Celtic defeated Rosenberg in a Champions League qualifier. Two figures associated with Celtic came to the game. Looking back on his time as manager, Ronny Deila reflected: ‘It was six months after I left the club that I really began to understand how big the job had been. Nothing had prepared me for it but I would never regret doing it.’ Harald Brattback – a man assured of his own place in Celtic folklore – laughed about the charity match he played in, the day after the Scottish Cup was won. ‘What other club in the world could have 60,000 people in the ground, to watch middle-aged men running around to raise money for charity?’ Put these two together and they create a hint of what Celtic must always be – a big club, a successful club and a special club which retains lifelong friendships with those who have served it well.

The phrase ‘if you know their history’ is sung wherever Celtic supporters gather. That history must never die and I hope this book will help current and future generations to understand where we came from, who we are and why it matters.

Hail, Hail!

Brian Wilson
Mangersta, Isle of Lewis
August 2017


ONE

ORIGINS:
THE IRISH CONNECTION

THE CELTIC FOOTBALL and Athletic Club was instituted for reasons closely related to Irish identity and Catholic charity. It emerged out of the poverty that prevailed in Glasgow’s East End of the 1880s. This was an age of dreadful housing conditions, high infant mortality and little formal education. It was an age when Irish emigrants retained a passionate concern for the fate of their native land. But it was also an age of innovation and enterprise, when the willingness tow accept daunting challenges was more commonplace than in any subsequent period. The men who founded Celtic would probably not, in any other context, have wished to be regarded as classic Victorians. But the spirit in which they set about their task, and the level at which their ambitions were pitched, were characteristic of that thrillingly productive and creative period.

Numerous attempts to found a distinctively Irish football club in the East End, to play at the highest level, had come and gone. Dozens of teams had been formed by the Catholic parishes, but none of these had a strong-enough organisational basis on which to build a ‘senior’ club. The inspiration for thoughts about a first-rate Irish club in the west of Scotland came in part from Edinburgh, where the Hibernians club had been prospering since 1875. It had been initiated by Canon Edward Hannan, and was run along exclusivist Catholic Irish and temperance lines, based on the Young Men’s Catholic Society in St Andrew’s parish. By the mid 1880s it had become one of the leading teams in Britain, and when Hibs won the Scottish Cup in 1887 it was a triumph in which all of Scotland’s Catholic Irish shared. Before they could return to Edinburgh with the cup, the Hibs had to join in the rejoicing of the West of Scotland Irish, as later recalled by Tom Maley in the Glasgow Observer: ‘They were fêted by their Glasgow supporters, who drove them to St Mary’s Hall, East Rose Street, and gave them a dinner and later presented them with mementoes of their first great deed.’

The Hibs’ secretary, John McFadden, addressed the assembly and, having recounted the club’s history, urged his audience ‘to go and do likewise’. The listeners included several of those who were soon to found Celtic. They observed the way in which Hibs’ victory inspired community identity, pride and confidence, and that the banners carried by the Hibs supporters were often emblazoned with the words ‘God Save Ireland’. There were those in that St Mary’s audience who recognised that an Irish team in the west, operating at the highest level, would increase the self-confidence and strengthen the sense of identity of the Irish Catholic community as a whole.

The East End was, at this time, the only area of Glasgow which did not support a senior football team. Meetings were held among representatives of the parishes – St Andrew’s, St Mary’s and St Alphonsus. Willie Maley, who was to play a key role in the club’s history, recorded his own version of subsequent events:


‘There emanated a desire to put the matter to the test, and several meetings were held to decide what course of action should be taken to put the proposed club right on the way. As in all things Irish at the time, jealousies arose and various good men drew out rather than submit to being shoved aside by the more pushing sort always to be found. St Mary’s representatives, with the greatest enthusiasm, eventually forced matters to an issue, and at a big meeting held in St Mary’s Hall it was decided to proceed with the formation of the club to look for the necessary ground. The St Andrew’s representatives felt themselves side-tracked and withdrew from the project, although several of their best folks stuck to their guns and helped the project along.’



Yet a remarkable point was that, while the idea of forming a football club was accepted, there were other aspects of the Edinburgh formula that were not – including the Hibernians’ name, the temperance emphasis, and the direct association with the Young Men’s Catholic Society.

The initial discussions about the formation of a club involved priests and leading laymen of the East End and beyond. In particular, the headmasters of the Sacred Heart and St Mary’s schools, Brother Walfrid and Brother Dorotheus respectively, enthused over the prospect of a football team. They had been fighting the effects of poverty, ignorance and alcoholism among the Eastenders for decades, and were acutely aware that many of the children in their care were hopelessly under-nourished and prone to disease. Brother Walfrid especially had become adept at inspiring others to voluntary effort on behalf of the many charities upon which the East End parishes relied. Local politicians took a leading role in the discussions. John Glass, John O’Hara and Thomas Flood led the local Catholic Union committees (the Catholic Union was the body set up to contest school board elections). Dr Conway, a much-loved GP, J.M. Nelis and Joseph Shaughnessy – all of them founder members of the St Aloysius’ Association in 1887 – represented Glasgow’s small Catholic professional class, while James Quillan and William McKillop were leading figures in the Irish National League in Glasgow. Such a breadth of involvement indicates that, from the start, this was a co-ordinated drive involving all sections of the Catholic community in the Glasgow area.

The landmark meeting at which the decision was taken to form the Celtic Football and Athletic Club was held in St Mary’s Hall on November 6, 1887, with John Glass presiding. Glass was in business as a joiner, a member of St Mary’s and a leading figure in Glasgow Irish political circles. His commitment and imaginative approach to the Celtic concept were to prove vital in bringing it to fruition and in sustaining it through the early years. He was later to be described by Willie Maley as the man ‘to whom the club owes its existence’ and by J.H McLaughlin as ‘the originator and motivator’ of Celtic.

From the very earliest days, there were differing shades of opinion about what the precise nature and purpose of the new club should be. These centered largely on the extent to which the example of Edinburgh Hibernians should be emulated. But enough was resolved by the time of that November meeting for a committee to be formed and a constitution adopted. The name of Celtic was also agreed upon (with the strong support of Brother Walfrid), as opposed to the widely-canvassed alternative of Glasgow Hibernians. Within a week of the St Mary’s Hall meeting, six acres of vacant ground had been leased adjacent to Janefield Cemetery, and voluntary work was soon under way on constructing a new stadium. Meanwhile, fund-raising efforts were in hand and the following circular was issued in January 1888. It did not, it must be said, make any concession to ecumenism, and it cannot be accepted as the definitive statement of Celtic’s aims.


CELTIC FOOTBALL AND ATHLETIC CLUB

Celtic Park, Parkhead

(Corner of Dalmarnock and Janefield Streets)

Patrons

His Grace the Archbishop of Glasgow and the Clergy of St Mary’s, Sacred Heart and St Michael’s Missions, and the principal Catholic laymen of the East End.



‘The above Club was formed in November 1887, by a number of the Catholics of the East End of the city.

‘The main object is to supply the East End conferences of the St Vincent de Paul Society with funds for the maintenance of the ‘Dinner Tables’ of our needy children in the Missions of St Mary’s, Sacred Heart and St Michael’s. Many cases of sheer poverty are left unaided through lack of means. It is therefore with this principle object that we have set afloat the ‘Celtic’ and we invite you as one of our ever-ready friends to assist in putting our new Park in proper working order for the coming football season.

‘We have already several of the leading Catholic football players of the West of Scotland on our membership list. They have most thoughtfully offered to assist in the good work.

‘We are fully aware that the ‘elite’ of football players belong to this City and suburbs, and we know that from there we can select a team which will be able to do credit to the Catholics of the West of Scotland as the Hibernians have been doing in the East. Again there is also the desire to have a large recreation ground where our Catholic young men will be able to enjoy the various sports which will build them up physically, and we feel sure we will have many supporters with us in this laudable object.’

The good and great of Catholic Glasgow headed the subscription list, with Archbishop Eyre’s name at the top. The Archbishop of Glasgow ‘knew nothing of football but was always prepared to support any scheme that had for its object the welfare of the poor of his flock’. In less than six months from the date of the St Mary’s Hall meeting, a level pitch had been formed, surrounded by a cycle track. A rudimentary open-air stand, to accommodate 1,000 spectators, was erected with dressing rooms and committee rooms underneath. The committee met weekly and the opening date for the new Celtic Park was fixed for May 8, 1888, with Hibs and Cowlairs as the attraction. Earlier that day, Queen Victoria was to be in Glasgow for the opening of the great Glasgow International Exhibition of Industry, Science and Art at Kelvingrove, described by its promoters as a ‘vast encyclopedia of innovation and manufacture’. In the East End of the city, however, enthusiasm was centred on the opening of Celtic Park rather than on the Royal occasion. The event was advertised in the Glasgow Observer, and the paper commented:


‘The courage of the committee in venturing such a grand undertaking at the commencement is the surprise of many. Some idea may be formed of it when we state that it is the opinion of competent judges that the Celtic Park is second to none in the country, and that is saying a great deal… It is with unqualified pleasure we offer our Celtic friends our congratulations on the great success that has crowned their labours so far and we with them a long and prosperous career.’

‘The following week, the Observer reported: ‘On Tuesday evening the weather was all that could be desired; a trifle chilly perhaps, but bright and pleasant notwithstanding. In and around the pavilion were clusters of clergy and people… Prompt to the advertised time, Dr Conway and Mr Shaughnessy emerged from the pavilion and entered the field, heading the procession of players. The Doctor placed the ball amid the cheers of the spectators, who numbered fully 5,000.’



After a goal-less draw had been played out, the players and officials adjourned to the Royal Hotel, George Square. Dr Conway, who was the club’s first chairman and honorary president, presided and proposed a toast to ‘The Hibernians’. In response, Mr McFadden of Hibs declared that ‘it would be a sorry day indeed for the Irish in Scotland when residents of one city should act in an unfriendly way towards those of another’. Mr Thomas E. Maley then gave a reciprocal toast to ‘The Celtic’.

On Monday, May 28, Celtic played their own first game in front of 2,000 spectators. Rangers provided the opposition and Celtic, who won 5-2, wore white shirts with green collars and a Celtic cross in red and green on the left breast. The first Celtic team was: M. Dolan (Drumpellier), E. Pearson (Carfin Shamrock) and J. McLaughlin (Govan Whitfield); W. Maley (Cathcart), J. Kelly (Renton), and P. Murray (Cambuslang Hibs); N. McCallum (Renton) and T. Maley (Cathcart); J. Madden (Dumbarton), M. Dunbar (Edinburgh Hibs) and C. Gorevin (Govan Whitfield). After the game, St Mary’s Hall was once again the venue for supper and with much toasting and music, ‘proceedings were of the happiest character’. Celtic were in business. They now applied to join the Glasgow and Scottish Football Associations, and further games were quickly arranged.

The early history of Celtic, and the personnel involved, continued to be of unusual relevance because of the remarkable continuity which persisted thoughout the first century of the club’s existence. The man who dominated the first five of these decades, Willie Maley, played at right-half in that inaugural side, although he had come to be involved, by his own account, more by accident than design. Within a few weeks of the St Mary’s Hall meeting, three of Celtic’s founding fathers – John Glass, Brother Walfrid and Pat ‘Tailor’ Welsh – visited the Maley home in Cathcart, with a view of securing the services of Tom Maley, a schoolmaster, who had played with Partick Thistle, Third Lanark and Edinburgh Hibernians. It was a shrewd move by the emissaries, who must have known that, apart from offering his own considerable ability, Tom Maley was also the man whom others would follow westwards from Hibernians. Willie Maley recalled:


‘Tom was not at home, and I arranged to get him to meet the party in Glasgow to hear the proposals. Brother Walfrid said, ‘Why don’t you come with him?’ I replied that I was only a second-rater and had almost decided to give up the game for cross-country running. He persuaded me to come in with Tom, and when Tom decided to join up my name went down too, and so I was at once initiated into the wonderful scheme of things that this committee of men, with no football knowledge at all, had built up, and which their tremendous enthusiasm brought to fruition.’



Willie Maley joined Celtic as a player, but quickly became a committee man. He then took on the duties of match secretary, and this post was later converted into the managership, which he retained until 1940. John Glass was the architect of such recruiting efforts, and he shrewdly concentrated his attentions on one of the finest players in Scotland at that time, James Kelly. This was another signing, before Celtic had kicked a ball, which had enormous implications for the club’s subsequent history. The son of Irish parents who had immigrated to Scotland in 1842, Kelly was born in 1865 in the village of Renton, on the banks of the Leven. His story is representative of those who would soon establish Celtic as one of Britain’s leading football club. During Kelly’s childhood, the new sport of football was developing rapidly in the Dumbarton area; the spacious flat land along the Leven, and a tradition of team games such as shinty in the area, helped to ensure that football developed more rapidly there than anywhere else in Scotland. James Kelly started playing for Renton when he was eighteen. Throughout his youth, he was involved in the local Young Ireland Association and the Irish National League. No doubt he was present when Michael Davitt – the founder of the Irish National League – addressed a rally in Dumbarton in 1887.

His father, David, was a hammer-man in the local forge, and the extreme poverty of his family pushed him towards professional football, which did exist in practice, if not in theory, at the time. By the time he signed for Celtic in the summer of 1888, James Kelly had been in a Scottish Cup-winning side, and had also starred in Renton’s celebrated ‘world club championship’ victory over West Bromwich Albion just ten days before Celtic’s first game. It had seemed likely that he would be attracted to the Edinburgh Hibernians, for whom he had played on several occasions, but was wooed to the fledging Glasgow club by the persuasive Irish tongue of John Glass. The signing of Kelly represented a huge success, which ensured that other high-quality players would follow. He quickly became very much involved in the running of the club, was one of the first directors in 1897, and initiated a Kelly dynasty within Celtic which survived into the club’s second century. If John Glass had set his sights a little lower than Tom Maley and James Kelly, the subsequent history of Celtic would have been very different.

The second fixture at Celtic Park was against Dundee Harp, who went down 1-0 to the infant club in front of 6,000 spectators. By the end of June, Celtic had drawn 3-3 with Mossend Swifts and lost 4-3 to Clyde. The life-span of new clubs tended to be brief in those days – a point illustrated by the company in which Celtic found themselves when being admitted to membership of the Scottish Football Association on August 21, 1888. The other successful applicants that day were Champfleurie and Adventurers from Edinburgh, Leith Harp, Balaclava Rangers from Oban, Temperance Athletic of Glasgow, Whifflet Shamrock and Britannia of Auchinleck! None survived to tell the tale.

Although the Scottish League did not yet exist, it was possible to put together a very full programme of fixtures during Celtic’s first full season, 1888/89. Of fifty-six matches played, forty-two were won and three were drawn. Celtic lost the major tournament, the Scottish Cup, to Third Lanark only in a replayed final at Hampden, after accounting for Shettleston, Cowlairs, Albion Rovers, St Bernard’s, Clyde, East Stirling and Dumbarton. The major power in the land was still Queen’s Park, who deprived Celtic of the Glasgow Cup, while Renton gave them a quick knock-out from the Charity Cup.

Cowlairs eliminated Celtic from the Exhibition Cup – held to celebrate the great imperial event which Glasgow was hosting – but they won their first ever trophy by defeating the same club in the less prestigious North Eastern Cup at Barrowfield. Celtic travelled remarkably far from home in that first season. There were games in Newcastle, Burnley, Bolton, London and Belfast. Their guests at Celtic Park included the mighty Corinthians, whom they beat 6-2 in front of a crowd of over 16,000 on January 3, 1889, although losing 3-1 when they went to London for a return challenge. Within their first year of existence, Celtic even acquired their first ‘brake club’ (a brake was a type of vehicle hired by a club’s supporters to transport them to wherever their team was playing). Appropriately, it hailed from the parish of St Mary’s, and the banner gave pride of place to the features of Tom Maley. Others quickly followed, usually under the auspices of a parish’s League of the Cross, a temperance organisation. Each brake held twenty-five people. Soon they would start to assemble at Carlton Place and proceed to the appointed venue of the day.

By the time the club held its annual meeting in June 1889 there was already much to celebrate, and when Tom Maley responded to the vote of thanks, ‘the meeting rose en masse and sang out lustily, ‘He’s a Jolly Good Fellow’. Prior to the election of officers, Mr Shaughnessy moved that Michael Davitt should be made honorary patron of the club, and ‘this was received with acclamation’. Davitt had confirmed his popularity among the Glasgow Irish with a memorable St Patrick’s Day address in the City Hall when he condemned Irish landlordism as a system which ‘breeds Irish poverty, nourishes Irish crime, feeds Irish discontent, disturbs Irish peace, paralyses Irish industry and enterprise, checks material and social progress and arrests in the work of development and expansion the genius of a nation. (Loud cheers) Home Rule or no Home Rule, Irish landlordism has got to go’. These were sentiments close to the hearts of those people who had founded, as well as those who supported, Celtic. Most, perhaps all, of the inaugural committee were deeply committed to the politics of Ireland, and they included several who were to become at least as well known through their activities in that arena as through the Celtic connection. Once again, this strain in the club’s tradition has remained relevant to an understanding of its nature and character.

Reports of the annual meeting in 1889 indicate that there were already ‘malcontents’ among the membership, none of whom was elected to the committee – ‘for which the Celtic Football Club have every reason to be thankful’, snorted Scottish Sport. The cause of the unrest concerned the development of the club’s nature and priorities. It had been clear from the start that Celtic would generate substantial sums of money and great community influence for those who controlled the club. The malcontents remained adamant that it should be Catholic, amateur and charitable. In particular, they disliked the connection which had developed with the licensed trade. For many in the Irish immigrant community, drink was undoubtedly a curse. For some, however, it was the only business opportunity apart from pawnbroking available to them. Inevitably, therefore, the input of Glasgow’s Catholic businessmen into Celtic came largely from publicans and restaurant owners, including the McKillops, J. H. McLaughlin and James Quillan. Equally inevitably, some of the players ended up with jobs, either nominal or real, in the licensed premises.

In spite of the great start Celtic had enjoyed, some of the malcontents sought to encourage Hibernians to move west as a rival club. The goodwill towards the new Glasgow organisation exuded by Mr McFadden of Hibs in the early days had dissipated rapidly as several leading players had been lured to Celtic Park, particularly in the wake of James Kelly’s decision to go there rather than to Hibs. When Celtic played them in Edinburgh in October 1888, there had been a hostile reception from the crowd – scarcely eased by the fact that Celtic won 3-0. However, negotiations with Hibs fell through and the malcontents made their own short-lived effort to establish a club called Glasgow Hibernians. The choice of name was significant, for here, indeed, was an attempt to establish an alternative club along the lines that Celtic had deliberately chosen not to follow. The rival school of thought about Celtic’s proper nature and purpose would linger on. But it is important to note that the debate was there from the start and that it was consistently won by those who saw Celtic’s charitable function as the by-product of creating a successful, well-organised and inclusive club.

Within the space of nineteen months which separated these two St Mary’s Hall meetings, Celtic had not only been brought into existence but had also established themselves as a major power in Scottish football. They had won respect from further afield, both for their playing prowess and for the efficiency of their management. They had equipped themselves with a fine stadium and proved their crowd-pulling power. Never had a club enjoyed such an auspicious start and, for good measure, they were able to donate £421 19s 6d to charity, in addition to raising several hundred pounds by playing invitation games and distributing match tickets for sale by the local conferences of the St Vincent de Paul Society. That section of Scottish society which did not much fancy the idea of a football club that was largely Irish in identity and successful on the playing field would, for the rest of time, have to learn to live with that reality.


TWO

SOCIAL BACKGROUND:
RELIGION AND POLITICS

GLASGOW IN 1888 was dominated by the hallmarks, both good and ill, of the Industrial Revolution. The credit side of the picture was amply illustrated in the Great Exhibition – the largest ever held outside London – opened by Queen Victoria on the same day as the inauguration of the first Celtic Park. The Exhibition was a testimony to the second city of the Empire’s primary place as a hotbed of industrial innovation, manufacture and trade. Glasgow was at the height of its powers as a workshop of the world, with the greatest concentrations of engineering works and factories in the city’s East End. To the west, along the Clyde, shipbuilding was in its heyday and 234 ships were launched on the river in 1888. The volume of the Corporation-published Statistics of Glasgow for that year reported: ‘In every department of the city’s well-being – municipal, commercial, educational, artistic and philanthropic – evidences of conspicuous advance present themselves.’

And so they did, so long as one did not look much beneath the surface. For instance, the City Chambers in George Square were completed in 1888 (the foundation stone having been laid five year earlier by Sir John Ure, Lord Provost, ‘with full Masonic rites’). The citizenry watched the building’s progress ‘with ever-growing interest as it rose from the ground course by course and storey by storey, the interest intensifying as it effloresced into domes and towers’. When the Shah of Persia visited a few months later, the new chambers were described as ‘an edifice which combines the solid purpose of a Western business city with Oriental ideas of splendor’. But for reasons that were political and cultural as well as social and economic, the grandeur of George Square was far more remote from the great majority of people in Glasgow’s impoverished East End than mere geography suggested. It would, for example, be another decade before the first Catholic councillor was elected in the City.

In 1888, there were 11,675 registered deaths in Glasgow of which 4,750 were of infants under five. Another 1,192 failed to reach the age of twenty, and fewer than 2,000 had made it to sixty. Among the children, the principal plagues were measles, whooping cough and scarlet fever – diseases associated with poverty and overcrowding. In the jerry-built slums of the East End, the world into which Celtic arrived, conditions were at their most miserable. The Irish immigrant population was heavily represented in this area of the city, particularly since the great influx of refugees after the potato famine in Ireland in the 1840s. Catholic marriages in Glasgow between 1885 and 1888 accounted for almost one in six of the total – an indication of how the Irish had become a substantial minority within the city. Nineteenth-century Glasgow had, among British cities, been second only to Liverpool as a magnet for Irish immigrants.

The Irish had been driven to Scotland and other lands by the inability of the rack-rented, colonised country to sustain them. The political complexities of the situation, and the reinforced sense of grievance felt by the Irish people, were of little interest to most people in Presbyterian Scotland, who viewed the Irish influx with varying degrees of apprehension and hostility. Yet governments did nothing to stop it, because of the flow of cheap labour it provided. The keeper at Glasgow’s statistical records probably spoke for much of Presbyterian Scotland at this time, when he felt bold enough to offer the unscientific opinion: ‘The sufferings of Ireland have not been the offspring of Saxon tyranny but of racial fertility beyond the capabilities of soil.’ He recommended immigration to North America rather than the slums of Glasgow where, he noted, ‘the practice amongst the poor of two families living together is on the increase’. The reality was a scene very different from the revelry that accompanied the Great Exhibition.

Scotland in the latter half of the nineteenth century was fired by fierce religious controversy, to which the Roman Catholic minority was peripheral. The ranks of Presbyterians had been split into deeply opposed churches by various schisms, notably the disruption of 1843 which created the Free Church of Scotland. Indigenous Scottish Catholicism had been marginalised by the Reformation, and had survived principally in the remote areas of the Highlands and Islands. This meant, therefore, that Catholicism and Irishness became largely interchangeable terms in lowland Scotland as the immigration influx increased during the century. The feuding Presbyterians found unity in their hostility towards the Catholic Irish incursion. In 1867 Bishop Gray, who led the Catholic mission in Scotland, advised an English visitor: ‘The Scottish are animated by a strong hereditary hatred of Catholicity, nor is the feeling of the country favourable to Irish settlers… The religion, the history, the character and habits of the two peoples show many elements not of difference but of antagonism’.

By and large, the Irish immigrants in Glasgow filled the more menial jobs, being untrained for those aspects of industrialisation which required skills. Along with the displaced Highlanders they acquired the reputation of being prepared to undercut their fellows in terms of wages and conditions in order to obtain jobs at any price. This secular source of resentment went hand-in-hand with the anti-Catholic propaganda which was maintained by the Presbyterian churches. Signs of Catholic progress, such as the restoration of the Scottish hierarchy in 1878, were meat and drink for those whose vested interest was in warning against the Catholic-Irish ‘threat’.

While never resting easily alongside mainstream Scottish Presbyterianism, the Orange Order was another ingredient in the mix which ensured that Glasgow’s Irish population would create its own social structures and defence mechanisms. The Order had its origins in supporting Protestant landholding in Armagh in the late eighteenth century. Glasgow did not have its first Orange Lodge until 1860, by which time the organisation was established as an all-purpose vehicle for anti-Irish Catholic sentiment as well as for political Conservatism. The substantial number of Ulster Protestant immigrants to Scotland formed the basis of Orange strength.

The religious distinctiveness of the Irish community was matched by its political preoccupations. It was the politics of Ireland which held the attention of the expatriates, and it was along Irish lines that they had organised themselves politically. Irish Home Rule was the prime demand, with land reform not far behind it. Their interest in British politics had been measured largely in terms of the relevance to Ireland. Thus the Liberalism to which most of Glasgow still subscribed in the 1880s was shared by the Irish only in so far as Gladstone was seen to be delivering on Home Rule. Lowland Scottish suspicion of that cause (and the Catholicism which went with it) was regularly fuelled by Fenian outrages – the attempted bombings in 1883 of Tradeston Gas Works, Buchanan Street Goods Station and Ruchill Canal Bridge certainly helped to condition Glasgow attitudes in the latter part of the same decade. From 1881, Michael Davitt, a former Fenian prisoner and the most radical of the Irish political leaders, was an extremely popular visitor to the Irish in Glasgow. The City’s Catholic Irish press reflected the political interests of the readership. The same issue of the Glasgow Observer which announced the opening of Celtic Park carried much more prominent headlines concerning such matters as: ‘Double Execution in the Tralee’; ‘Shocking Eviction’ in Co. Carlow; and Pope Leo XIII’s condemnation of the tactic known as boycotting in Ireland. The contrast with the news carried in the mainstream Scottish press was total.

The decision to form Celtic Football Club is rightly identified with the needs of Catholic charity in the East End of Glasgow. But the early nature of the club, and the direction it pursued, owe at least as much to the influence exercised by the political organisation which spoke for the vast majority of the Irish in Scotland in the 1880s, the Irish National League, and specifically one of its branches in Glasgow, known as the Home Government Branch. Among those involved in setting up Celtic, John Glass, James Quillan, the McKillops and the Murphys were heavily involved in the Home Government Branch. Glass was its treasurer, Quillan, Celtic’s first vice-president, was also vice-president of the branch. Hugh Murphy was president of the Home Government Branch and also a member of Celtic, while his brother Arthur would serve on Celtic’s committee for its first decade. Later, Thomas White would also preside over the Home Government Branch.

The Home Government Branch of the Irish National League in Glasgow was founded in 1871 by John Ferguson, a Belfast Protestant described by Michael Davitt as the ‘father of the Irish movement in Scotland’. It was the start of an organisation which would grow to 600 branches throughout Britain by the mid 1880s. The Home Government Branch dominated Irish politics in Scotland and had the closest of links with the Irish parliamentary party, in its struggle for Home Rule. It raised large amounts of money for the parliamentary party and its own weekly meetings were known as ‘the parliament of the Irish people in Glasgow’. Each year, it was the Home Government Branch which organised the St Patrick’s Day celebrations in Glasgow and made sure that all the leading figures of the Irish movement visited the city, including Isaac Butt, Parnell and Davitt. The influence which the leading figures in the Home Government Branch exercised in the founding of Celtic ensured that the primary aim would be to create a club that was outward-looking, proudly Irish and excellent, rather than a ‘Glasgow Hibernians’ founded on the Catholic parishes.

The Irish National League was a non-sectarian organisation, and the Home Government Branch was in the forefront of practicing this doctrine, reinforced by the role of Ferguson, whose leadership had already been challenged unsuccessfully on the grounds that he was not a Catholic. That matter had come to a head in 1875 over a commemoration rally for the Irish national hero Daniel O’Connell. The rally had physically split into two groups – those, under Church influence, who wanted to recall only O’Connell’s role in achieving Catholic emancipation, and those – under Ferguson’s leadership – who saw it as a more political occasion. Ferguson had emerged all the stronger from this dispute, and he remained the dominant figure in Home Rule politics in Glasgow until after the turn of the century. It is unthinkable that people who were his closest allies in the Home Government Branch in the following decade would have had any interest in forming a football club which retreated into Catholic exclusivism.

The choice of Celtic as the club’s name can also be traced to the strategy of the Irish National League in Scotland at the time. By placing emphasis upon the struggle against Irish landlordism, of which the campaign for Home Rule was only part, they were building bridges with the Scottish Highland community, both at home and in Glasgow. The impoverished state of the Highland and Islands was the dominant political issue in Scotland at that time and it was reasonable belief that identifying a common cause with predominantly Presbyterian Highlanders would help to break down the suspicions within Ulster that the Home Rule movement would lead them into ‘Rome Rule’. The Home Government Branch of the INL was most enthusiastic about applying this strategy – hence the repeated visits of Davitt to Glasgow and, indeed, the Highlands and Islands which he toured under the branch’s auspices in 1887. The proceeds of the St Patrick’s Day rally that year were given to the crofters’ movement. Wherever he went, Davitt emphasised the common Celtic background of the Scots and Irish. The main Catholic paper, the Glasgow Observer, accorded huge deadlines to his visit: ‘Davitt in Highlands – the Tribune of the Celtic Race’. When he met with John Murdoch, a leading figure in the crofters’ movement, ‘so loud and hearty was the cheering that the mountains as well as the buildings echoed in celebrations of a meeting of Celt with Celt’.

A few months later, the name ‘Celtic’ was adopted for the new football club, with Brother Walfrid prominent in advocating it. This was consistent with the fact that he previously organised teams under the name ‘Columba’, which evoked the common religious inheritance of Scotland and Ireland. The Catholic Irish had been naming teams for the previous fifteen or twenty years, and Celtic never appears to have arisen as a suggestion – Hibernians, Harp, Erin, Shamrock and Emerald were the popular choices. Even as late as August 1887, an Irish select team played Partick Thistle at Whiteinch under the name of Western Hibernians. The side included James Kelly, Wille Groves and John Coleman, all soon to be Celtic regulars. But over the next few months, the argument in favour of ‘Celtic’ was won. For those who wished to build bridges between the Scots and the Irish, it was perfect. So unfamiliar were the Glasgow Irish with the name that they immediately mispronounced it with a soft ‘C’. To his dying day, Brother Walfrid maintained the proper pronunciation.

The divisions over how Catholic and charitable Celtic should be, and the Home Government Branch’s crucial role in determining the outcome, were paralleled at exactly the same time, and involving many of the same people, by the vital debate over the political direction of the Irish community. Also in May 1888 the Home Government Branch endorsed Keir Hardie, the first Labour candidate in Britain, in the Mid Lanark by-election. John Ferguson became a founding vice-president of the Scottish Labour Party at its inception. Had the Home Government Branch supported instead the formation of an Irish Party in Scotland – as was being mooted in some Catholic circles at the time – then the subsequent political development of the country might have been very different.

By 1880 there were still only eighteen Catholic churches in Glasgow. One of the largest was St Mary’s in Abercromby Street, founded in 1842, which served a population of 10,000 in the surrounding East End districts. A school had been attached to the church since 1850, and it was run by the Marist Brothers from 1863. The 1872 Education Act had made the provision of schooling the responsibility of the state, but the Catholic Church continued to run its own ‘voluntary’ schools, in order to ensure the maintenance of Catholic education. They were entitled to state support only through parliamentary grant and not from the rates, which the newly-created school boards could levy. In 1874 another school, attached to the Sacred Heart church, was opened and Brother Walfrid moved from St Mary’s School to this new charge. He continued to work closely with Brother Dorotheus, head of St Mary’s School, in the common cause of fund-raising to sustain the schools, allow for expansion and provide assistance to those pupils who required it. The ‘penny dinner’ scheme was initiated by Walfrid in Sacred Heart and taken up by Dorotheus in St Mary’s. As a centenary history of the latter school recalled:


‘For some lads it was not indifference but the lack of means that made the absentees. Even in the cruellest days of winter then a barefooted boy was no uncommon sight and raggedness and an ill-filled belly were the daily lot of many an urchin… The penny was charged only when no great hardship was involved, to preserve the self-respect of the beneficiaries. Many parents whose children needed the meal would have baulked at the idea of receiving charity but were reconciled by the face-saving device of token payment.’



The scheme was off the ground by December 1885, and a few months later a football match was organised between Edinburgh Hibernians and St Peter’s, Partick, to raise money for its funding, proceeds going to Sacred Heart, St Mary’s and St Michael’s in the Gallowgate. Organised football had by this time been around for some twenty years. Its attractiveness as a team game, capable of arousing mass enthusiasm, had grown steadily as Saturday afternoons off work became the norm. Queen’s Park, founded in 1867, were deeply involved in codifying the rules of the game – the prerequisite for its popularity as a spectator sport. The extent to which the game had caught on in a big way among Glasgow’s youth can be gauged from these recollections in the history of St Mary’s School.


‘The use of footballs to kick in the yard before school was one of the schemes in St Mary’s to encourage good time-keeping; and football matches for the perfect attenders with prizes for the winning teams helped in the good work. As the government grant to the managers of the Catholic schools varied with roll and attendance, teachers tried all kinds of schemes to ensure the highest possible daily attendance.’

The same account notes, incidentally: ‘The attractions that lured the fickle attender from his duty, thought not so many as in modern times, were just as potent as today. Among other seductions, the St Mary’s logbook lists at various intervals the Paisley Races, the Wild Beast Show at Vinegar Hill, Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show – though staging it in Duke Street was surely demanding superhuman restraint from any St Mary’s boy – and the Glasgow Exhibition of 1888.’



Such were the temptations in the 1880s against which football in the playground was weighed! When placed in the context of history, and given the nature of Scottish society and attitudes in the 1880s, Celtic’s emergence as a club with a strong Irish identity is wholly understandable. Brother Walfrid’s discovery of football – a game of which the cleric from Ballymote, County Sligo had little prior knowledge – as a splendid fund-raiser made the origination of a substantial club from within the East End parishes a very natural extension of this principle. The wonder is that the Edinburgh example had not been followed, and such a club successfully established, long before 1888.

The rapid flourishing of the St Mary’s Hall enterprise was due entirely to the fact that several quite outstanding individuals invested their enthusiasm in it. Disparaging references to the ‘bunch of publicans’ who founded Celtic or carried the club through its inevitable transition to the status of limited company, can be based only on ignorance, for the truth is that Celtic’s pioneers included several men of real interest and character, whose public activities extended well beyond football. The careers of Glass, Shaughnessy, Kelly, the McKillops, White (who entered the scene a little later) and others who were to the fore in these early years would all be worthy of study in their own right, and in each case the Celtic involvement would represent just one strand of the story to be told.

Just as the reasons for Celtic’s emergence can be readily understood, so too it can be seen as inevitable that the club would attract hostility, with its roots in issues which had little or nothing to do with footballing prowess. It took time for this antagonism to develop into a clearly defined counterforce. But from the day of Celtic’s birth, there must have been a sizeable proportion of Scottish public opinion which resented the club’s very existence, as a manifestation of the Irish presence in Scotland.

That was the nature of the world into which Celtic were born and, as in so many other respects, the world has not entirely mended its ways in the course of the past one hundred and thirty years. Celtic have not sought to appease the unappeasable by denying their origins and identity. But success on the field of play, dignity in their affairs and adherence to the founding principles have transcended all prejudices other than those which exist in the minds of their harshest detractors.


THREE

THE EARLY DAYS:
PIONEERING AND PROFESSIONALISM

WITHIN A FEW months of Celtic taking to the field, sports writers were claiming to discern a distinctive style in their play. In November 1888, Scottish Sport commented upon ‘the clever dribbling and short accurate passing which is characteristic of their play’. When they met Dumbarton in the third round of the Scottish Cup, the Scottish Referee observed:


‘The Celts’ style is modelled on that of Preston North End, and whilst it demands speed, strength and all the essentials which go to make up the stock-in-trade of the football player, the one thing needful is head. The cool, calculating, easy-going manner in which the Celts wrought the ball must have been a revelation to the Dumbarton people…’



Celtic’s progress to the final of the Scottish Cup in their inaugural season stands out as their first great playing achievement, which immediately commanded respect – however grudging – in Scottish football circles. Their progress was, however, accompanied by the kind of controversies that marked these pioneering days of the organised game. In the fifth round, Willie Maley as match secretary lodged a protest after Clyde had won 1-0 at Celtic Park, on the grounds that the last ten minutes had been played in darkness due to Clyde’s late readiness for the game. The protest was upheld by one vote, and Clyde were so incensed by this outcome that at the replay they refused to change in the Celtic pavilion, arriving at the ground ready for action. They lost 9-2.

The final itself was scheduled for February 2, 1889, and though Third Lanark won this game 3-0, a replay was again required. The match became known as the ‘Snow Final’. As the large crowd assembled, a blizzard swept Hampden Park. Under the guidance of a solicitor who was present, the two clubs drew up a joint ‘protest’ against the game being played in such conditions. Dr James Handley, author of The Celtic Story (published in 1960), wrote: ‘The agreement was a quiet one. Only a rope separated spectators and players in those days and the playing pitch would probably have been the rallying ground for a demonstration on the part of an incensed crowd, who had paid to see a final and were being fobbed off with a friendly, particularly as the admission price had been raised for the occasion from the usual sixpence to a shilling…’ The final proper took place on the following Saturday, and Third Lanark won 2-1.

Celtic’s second season was less auspicious than the first, losing the Glasgow Cup final to still-mighty Queen’s Park and going out of the Scottish Cup in the first round to the same club. But in 1890/91 they won the Glasgow Cup – a feat which, at that time, required victories in four rounds prior to the final. This was Celtic’s first major trophy, but the event of far greater significance in the 1890/91 season was the inauguration of the Scottish League, with ten clubs involved at the outset in the First Division. These were Abercorn, Cambuslang, Celtic, Cowlairs, Dumbarton, Heart of Midlothian, Rangers, St Mirren, Third Lanark and Vale of Leven. Celtic’s representative at the SFA, J.H. McLaughlin, had been very much involved in advocating the establishment of a league, which brought a much-needed edge of competition to the Scottish game at a crucial time. In the first League season, Celtic had four points deducted for fielding ineligible players and finished in third place behind the joint winners, Rangers and Dumbarton. In all, Celtic played forty-nine games in 1890/91, winning thirty-four of them and losing only eight. A reserve team had been formed and it won the Scottish Second XI Cup.

The early disagreements about the club’s nature and purpose continued to fester, and came to the fore again at the annual meeting of members in 1891. The press apparently went to some trouble to be present on such occasions, and the correspondent of the Scottish Referee reported breathlessly that this particular meeting attracted ‘a respectable but excited audience, who were so taken up with discussion amongst themselves that they did not observe me sliding under the table at the entrance and seating myself at the side of the platform to watch and hear’.

There was plenty to observe, for this turned into a showdown meeting between the rival camps, with each faction issuing ‘slates’ of candidates to vote for. Dr Conway, the man who had kicked the first ball on Celtic Park, led the attack on the officials of the club and, in particular, opposed the decision to pay Willie Maley a fee. Seconded by J. H. McLaughlin, he moved against this and declared that while there were plenty of men willing to work for the club for nothing, nobody should be paid for it. Clearly, Dr Conway’s argument applied to players as well as to officials. He was challenging Celtic’s whole approach, but this motion was lost by 102 votes to 74.

In the elections which followed, the malcontents were trounced by similar margins. Dr Conway lost his position as honorary president to Joseph Shaughnessy. He then stood against Glass for the position of president (effectively chairman), and lost again. A leading member of the Irish National League, Arthur Murphy, was added to the committee. Willie Maley was confirmed as match secretary. ‘The anti-officialites, as the opposition in the Celtic committee have been called, have been cleared out’, stated Scottish Sport. (The reported role of McLaughlin as seconder of Dr Conway’s motion remains puzzling. Far from being ‘cleared out’, he was appointed club secretary at this meeting, and was already at that time a leading advocate of ‘honest professionalism’ in football. Perhaps the covert reporter got it wrong!)

The early months of the following season brought potentially crippling news for Celtic – as Willie Maley described it, ‘an old affliction to Irishmen – the Landlord.’ John McLaughlin went into detail at the club’s half-yearly meeting in December 1891.


‘Being an Irish club, it was but natural that they should have a greedy landlord, and they had one who was working to take a place high among rack-renters in Ireland. In the old country these gentlemen were satisfied with doubling or at the worst trebling it, but the bright genius who boasted the possession of Celtic Park wanted nine times the previous rent for a new lease. Instead of £50 per year, he wished to increase the annual rent to £450.’



With the lease due to expire at Martinmas 1892 (November), consideration was given to moving out of the East End to Possilpark or Springburn, but as the Cowlairs club had ‘sort of official rights to the northern district’, the idea was abandoned. In the end, Celtic did not have to look far for their alternative. An expanse of waste ground – or ‘quarry hole’ according to Maley – situated between the old ground and London Road was leased from the estate of Lord Hozier, initially for ten years. It seemed an unpromising, waterlogged site and 10,000 cartloads of infill were required to level it. But the work, much of it accomplished with voluntary labour, was completed in astonishingly quick time, and on Saturday, March 20, 1892 the link between Michael Davitt and Celtic was reinforced when he laid a centre sod, fresh from Donegal that morning with a clump of shamrocks growing in it. What better man, the committee must have reasoned, to celebrate this triumph over a landlord’s excessive demands? John Ferguson was another who was to the fore at the ceremony which, it was noted, was a much more secular occasion than the first ground opening.

To commemorate the occasion, an understandably anonymous poem appeared in one of the Catholic papers of the day.


On alien soil like yourself I am here;

I’ll take root and flourish of that never fear,

And though I’ll be crossed sore and oft by the foes

You’ll find me as hardy as Thistle and Rose.

If model is needed on your own pitch you will have it,

Let your play honour me and my friend Michael Davitt.



When the centre sod was promptly stolen by a nineteenth-century vandal, the poet returned to the fray:


The curse of Cromwell blast the hand that stole the sod that Michael cut;

May all his praties turn to sand – the crawling, thieving scut.

That precious site of Irish soil with verdant shamrocks overgrown

Was token of glorious soil more fitting far than fretted stone.

Again I say, may Heaven blight that envious soulless knave

May all his sunshine be like night and the sod rest heavy on his grave.



Almost fifty years later, Willie Maley recalled with pride how ‘a seemingly impossible site… was converted into a palatial enclosure, and it looked, as one smart chap said, ‘like leaving the graveyard to enter Paradise’. That title, seized on by a pressman, clung to the present ground for many years.’ The new stadium was recognised as the best in Britain at that time. There were tracks for running and cycling, a grandstand for 3,500 spectators and a two-storeyed pavilion.

In 1891/92, Celtic won their first Scottish Cup, beating Queen’s Park 5-1 in a replayed final at Ibrox. Once again, there had been an agreement in the first match – at half-time on this occasion – to make the game a friendly, this time because the very large crowd of 40,000 was occasionally spilling over on to the park. The gates had been closed, but thousands climbed over the barricades and, with no real protection against the press of the throng, there was frequent encroachment upon the area of play. There was an attendance of just 15,000 at Ibrox for the second game, scarcely justifying the presence of two hundred police.

The Scottish football press was not inclined to be generous towards Celtic in their hour of triumph. The Scottish Referee reported grudgingly: ‘There are circumstances which tone down the triumph considerably, and make it pretty much a Pyrrhic victory. The Queen’s had but a skeleton team…’ Scottish Sport concurred that Queen’s Park team difficulties and ultimate line-up had been more significant in bringing about the 5-1 scoreline ‘than any inherent ability displayed by the Celtic team’. The first Celtic side to with the Scottish Cup was: Cullen, Reynolds, and Doyle; W. Maley, Kelly and Gallacher; McCallum and Brady; Dowds, McMahon and Campbell. Celtic also won the Glasgow Cup and Glasgow Charity Cup in this season to give them their first ‘treble’.

A mere handful of years into their existence, season 1892/93 proved to be of landmark importance to Celtic. This was the season of their first Scottish League title. But the wider significance of the season was summed up by Willie Maley: ‘It was a happy augury for the future, as it marked the opening of the new ground, and with the legalisation of professionalism, football seemed in a fair way to becoming a more honest and better organised sport.’

The principle advocate of professionalism in Scottish football was John H. McLaughlin, one of Celtic’s founders, who became the club’s leading figure on the legislative side of the game. Of Donegal stock, he had been the organist in St Mary’s and had, like most of the Celtic founders, minimal knowledge of football prior to the Celtic initiative. According to Maley, indeed, his previous sporting interest was in cricket. When the club was founded, he was barely twenty-five years of age, but on his death in 1909, Tom Maley wrote of him: ‘The late legislator entered into football at a time most dangerous. Dangerous, because an older school of leaders – conservative as a tramcar – were at the head of affairs, and progress was slow, so very slow. The establishment of the Scottish Football League as well as the legalisation of professionalism, epochs in football, are monumental to his labours.’

From the outset, Celtic had been prepared to spend money in order to build a team of merit. In theory, Scottish football was an amateur game, but only Queen’s Park adhered to this principle with any sense of
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