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Spree killers are a special kind of murderers who are completely different from serial killers. They commit two or more murders in a short period of time. This means that they do not experience the cooling-off period which is typical for a serial killer. As a matter of fact, their killing spree is often quick and pretty violent. 

Driven by an uncontrollable rage, spree killers would often turn on their families, co-workers, or any group of people that wrong them in any way. What triggers these crimes? The debate is still ongoing but it is usually connected with a major event in a killer’s life such as a breakup or an argument with someone who is more superior to them. 

So when George Banks, a former prison guard, began his rampage in Jenkins Township, Pennsylvania, the entire police force went out to hunt him and try to prevent his further unraveling. Unsure what started his killing spree, they weren’t ready for the crime scenes he left behind. They knew he had military training since he worked at a prison and that catching him would be a problem. The law enforcement also realized that they are dealing with a highly psychotic individual that simply had nothing to lose. 

So what exactly happened on that autumn day in 1982 and why did George Banks turn on those who were closest to him?
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Early life
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George Banks was born on 22nd of June, 1942 in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. He was a mixed race due to the fact that his father, John Mack was African American, while his mother Mary Yelland, was Caucasian. His parents were not married and he was born out of wedlock which was not well received back in that time. Since George Banks was multiracial, his childhood was particularly rough and he was often bullied by his peers. The abuse would be focused on his racial background but it did sometimes involve the lack of a father figure in his life. 

He was quite smart but George Banks didn’t excel in school. Banks attended St. Mary’s Catholic School. He was simply unable to express himself properly so he would get bad grades as a result. It was clear that he will not be going to a college after the high school so he chooses a different path. George Banks made a decision to enroll in the Army 1959. Banks was unable to control his temper back then which led to numerous fights and disputes with both fellow soldiers and his superiors. He didn’t care about a rank and would often argue with the officers. He was discharged from the army in 1961. Disappointed with his life so far, Banks decided to stop being an upstanding citizen and get involved with crime. 

Banks was only nineteen when he and his gang entered Brazil and Roche tavern with an intention to rob the cash register and take everything they could find of value. The owner of the tavern happened to be inside because he was cleaning up the bar and he didn’t have any weapon to defend himself with. After noticing the owner, George Banks aimed his gun and shot him. The owner didn’t die but he was badly injured. Banks was arrested shortly afterward. The sentence was six to fifteen years in a State Correctional Institution. He spent eight years in Graterford prison but was paroled in 1969. 

After the time he spent behind the bars, George Banks wanted to live his life to the fullest so he married his friend Doris Jones as soon as he got released from the prison. He was set on changing his ways and starting a family was the first step. The marriage lasted for seven years and the couple welcomed two daughters. However, George did physically abuse Doris Jones and their fights often got pretty violent. Banks was unfaithful to her and had many lovers during the time they were married. Doris simply couldn’t take it anymore but surprisingly she wasn’t the one who filed for a divorce. As a matter of fact, Banks did so in 1976. When the paperwork was completed, Banks felt like a free man. He wanted to go out and date other women without the weight of a marriage on his shoulders. 

He preferred Caucasian women after his separation from Doris Jones and he did have one long-term relationship with a woman called Sharon Mazillo. But he was still a cheater and would often have more than one lover on the side. He purchased a house in Wilkes-Barre and began making his own little harem. He had four girlfriends living with him at one point. Banks had at least one child with each and every lover. It seemed that this kind of lifestyle didn’t bother the women so they continued to live with Banks for years. 

Banks’ house was located in a white neighborhood and he claimed that the relations between him and the people who lived on the same street were very intense. The fact that he was African-American was apparently a huge problem. His neighbors didn’t agree with his group of lovers either. Banks’ children were also the targets of racial hatred according to him. He would later comment on that by saying: “They attempted to burn my house, smashed several windows, squirted my babies with water when they were in the yard and intimidated the girls and children.”

On the other hand, his former neighbors told the authorities that Banks and his family mostly kept to themselves. They refused to communicate with the families who lived nearby and Banks would always scold both his girlfriends and children for talking to them. Banks didn’t want them to socialize and he controlled their movement. 

In 1980, Banks got employed by State Correctional Institute Camp Hill. It was also located in Pennsylvania. He got accepted to the position of a watchtower guard. Somehow his criminal records were overlooked and George Banks became a figure of authority, working on the side of the law this time. But after a couple of months, the changes in his behavior were more than obvious. He was a bit obsessed with famous cult leaders such as Charles Manson and Jim Jones. Banks would also start reading various survivalist publications back then and it looked like he was preparing for some type of racial war. 

He started his mental downfall in 1982 and talked excessively about the previously mentioned racial war. He shared his thoughts with the fellow prison guards who would later testify that Banks told them that the conflict will not be avoided and that he wanted to spare his mixed race children from the possible hate they would experience in the process. He wanted to shield them from the hatred he felt when he was younger. 

George Banks received a suspension from his work in September of 1982 because he got into a fight with his boss. His treats also involved suicide and he locked himself in a guard tower saying that he would take his own life. The colleagues intervened and they managed to calm Banks down. The whole situation was unusual because it appeared that Banks experienced a full mental breakdown. He was put on a leave of absence until he recovers. 

Banks was asked to visit a psychiatrist in a local hospital who might help him with his problems. He ignored the recommendation and the possible help he could have gotten from the doctors. Banks continued his downward spiral into psychosis and started obsessively thinking about killing his girlfriends and children. His paranoid thoughts about the racial war consumed him on a daily basis. Unfortunately, the tragedy was just a couple of weeks away and even though there were plenty of warning signs, nobody prevented it. 
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Schoolhouse Lane murders
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The evening of 24th September 1982 didn’t seem even a bit out of the ordinary in Banks household which was located on 28 Schoolhouse Lane. George consumed large quantities of alcohol and prescription pills. He felt powerless over the fact that he was suspended from his job a couple of weeks ago. Plus, his ex-girlfriend Sharon Mazzillo didn’t want to give him the full custody of their son, Kissamayu Banks. George was the primary caregiver but Sharon didn’t let him take the child into his home so he was living with the mother at a trailer park. After a couple of hours, he closed the door to his bedroom and went to sleep. 

Banks woke up early the next morning, took his AR-15 semi-automatic rifle which was by his bed and entered the living room. Regina Clemens, Susan Yuhas, and Dorothy Lyons who were Banks’ girlfriends were sitting on the couch, talking with each other. He raised and pointed his rifle, shooting Regina first. The bullet went through her head. Remaining two women were clearly in shock and disbelief because neither of them even tried to run and hide from Banks. Instead, they continued to sit down, staring at Banks.

George Banks then shot Susan five times. The bullets hit her stomach and abdomen. Dorothy was next and she had three bullet wounds on her arms, neck, and torso. The wounds indicated that she tried shielding her face from the attack. Banks moved on to find his children, who were in a nearby room. He shot his twenty months old daughter Mauritania once in the head. Boende who was four years old was killed in the same way.

The rest of Banks’ children were upstairs sleeping so he climbed the stairs and found six years old Montanzima in her bed. She received a gunshot to her chest and didn’t even wake up when Banks entered the room. Nancy Lyons who wasn’t Banks’ daughter slept in the bed beside Montanzima. She was shot twice in her arm and chest. Foraroude was Banks’ final victim on Schoolhouse Lane and he was just one year old. Banks placed his rifle on the back of the boy’s neck and delivered the fatal shot. 

Even though George Banks murdered his entire family that was present at the house, he still had some unfinished business. He went into his bedroom and changed his bloody clothes. Banks selected military fatigues and a T-shirt that had a chilling sentence on the front – Kill em all and let God sort them out. His killing spree did not end there because he had another location to visit.

He exited the house in a hurry and bumped into Jimmy Olsen and Raymond Hall Jr. They were just leaving their home which was on the other side of the street but Banks though of them as possible witnesses who would call the authorities and have him turned in. He had the rifle in his hand and since both
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