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First, we want to thank God for allowing us to be a strong family. Only He has made it possible — in the midst of difficult times, pandemics, and imperfections — for us to keep going together, day after day.

Thank you to our parents, Jhon Milton & Norma and Jerry & Barbara, for modeling that it is possible to have a strong family when it is built on God.

Thank you to our three little girls, Abby, Annie, and Arie, who are a constant source of joy, laughter, and inspiration.

Thank you to our church, Misión Paz, for being a strong family that managed to endure even through the entire pandemic because it was planted on the Rock. Thank you to the thousands of leaders who have joined the Cloud Church movement with the dream of connecting the world with God.

And thank you — for now being part of this movement we dream of together: raising up families that are strong in God.
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As I sat down to write the prologue for this book, the first word that came to my mind was strong — and no more fitting title could have been found for this book.

The family is within the plan and purpose of God; it is in the heart of God.

The family is the foundation of society.

In this book you will discover how to build a strong family — one that, despite moments of crisis, will rise up with strength, withstanding every adversity, growing stronger, and trusting each day in the promises of God. The result: healthy, steadfast families that press on and keep moving forward.

I invite you to immerse yourselves in this book full of wisdom, so that you can build a strong family in the midst of a weak and vulnerable society.

With warm regards and appreciation,

Norma Stella Ruiz A.

President and Founder of the Misión Paz Ministry

Cali, Colombia
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You may ask why would a family from rural United States even come to Colombia in 1990, in the middle of drug wars, kidnapping & murder... At that time our 4 children’s ages were 8, 5, 3 and 2 yrs old. God had spoken to us and had given us a burden and an undeniable love for Colombia. If you asked us what would be the top 2 keys that made the biggest difference in raising a strong family, we would share this with you:

How You Handle Forgiveness... your children will model your actions... more than your words.

Almost every day we are challenged in this area... and every time you are challenged, your children will learn a “lesson” whether good or bad.

We remember one time when our daughter was 11 yrs old... one of the girls in her class hosted a party for all the other girls... and didn’t invite our daughter. When she came to us crying, we wanted to call the school or talk to the girl’s parents... how cruel to do such a thing. But, we took the opportunity to teach her and to model forgiveness.

How You Pray... making time with God. We thank God that our first pastors taught us and modeled effective prayer. We’ve been Christians over 40 years now, and there are very few days where we missed our special intimate time with the Lord... and our children saw that every day. They learned the importance of daily, personal time with God.

We remember one time at 4:00 in the morning, finding Joel praying, crying, interceding in his bathroom... My wife actually put towels under the door to not wake the neighbors. :) That was a good problem.

Joel & Gissy are the fruit of strong families... They are part of family legacies. They effectively model forgiveness and a healthy prayer life in their home.

Storms Will Come — We all need to recognize that the Bible “promises” us that “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” 2 Tim 3:12. Like this book clearly teaches, storms will come... BUT if your house, your home, your marriage and your family are built on the Rock who is Jesus Christ... You WILL stand strong!

Pastors Jerry & Barb Manderfield

Founders of Christ For The Nations Colombia &

Destiny School International
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It brings us so much joy to be able to share these coming weeks with you. We believe God has put this book in your hands not just so you can read one more piece of material, but so you can connect with a plan He has for you. Every marriage and every family goes through difficult seasons at some point — but we have discovered something: there is no situation so difficult that it is too big for God. We say this to you from the bottom of our hearts: there is a solution for your family.

Maybe you’re reading this and you feel like your marriage or your home is in intensive care, or on the verge of falling apart. We have good news for you: God is an expert at using ruins as the raw material for His masterpieces.

Just think for a moment about what could happen if you allowed a change of direction in your life and family. If, for a moment, you set aside your prejudices, your pain, and your fears, and asked God what you should do. I assure you that He never ignores a simple, humble heart that seeks Him for a solution.

After 11 years of marriage and 3 precious daughters, we know that having a home these days is not easy. It’s a challenge every single day. But when we determine to do things God’s way, the family will not only be strong — it will also be a refuge for the couple and an inspiration to everyone around them.

How to read this book:

We recommend reading this book in one of the following ways:


•  Personally: God doesn’t need the whole family to believe in Him in order to begin a work in that home. He only needs one person to believe. You may be the first one to long for that change, and God will use you to transform your home. Read the book and apply its principles in your own life — the others will see the changes and will want to know what led you to change.

•  As a couple: Whether you’re dating or married, you can read one chapter per week and begin to put into practice the values and success habits that will strengthen your home.

•  As a group: This is one of our favorites. If you have a group from your company, school, university, or church, you can meet once a week as couples to talk about what you learned in that week’s chapter. Take 6 weeks to read the 6 chapters. Then, take time at the end of each meeting to hear testimonies of change.

•  Virtually: Gather several families to meet weekly over Zoom or Google Meet and discuss what you learned in the chapter you read. Likewise, allow each person to share their wins and testimonies of change.


We also want to invite you to share your experience with us on social media. Right now, take a photo with the book and post it. You can tag us @joelmanderfield and @gisellemanderfield and use the hashtag #FamiliaFuerte. We’ll repost some of the pictures we see. Many people need to know that it is possible to raise up their family in difficult times, and that all of us have gone through it at some point too — but that hand in hand with God, all things are possible. Be that person who gives hope to others.

Finally, connect with our virtual community, Cloud Church, where more than 7,000 people from 25 countries are together imagining and working toward a world connected with God. You can download the app for free on the Google Play Store or the App Store. There you’ll also find complementary materials and videos to help you grow into a Strong Family.

Are you ready? We are so excited to begin this journey with you! If you’re with your family or on the Zoom group, take a moment and ask everyone to close their eyes and pray this prayer to begin:

“Father God, we thank You so much for allowing us to gather together to learn Your eternal principles. Help us to have the humility to learn and the courage to change, so that we can become the family You always dreamed we would be. In the name of Jesus, Amen!”
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