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  General Preface


  The Contours of Christian Philosophy series will consist of short introductory-level textbooks in the various fields of philosophy. These books will introduce readers to major problems and alternative ways of dealing with those problems. These books, however, will differ from most in that they will evaluate alternative viewpoints not only with regard to their general strength, but also with regard to their value in the construction of a Christian world and life view. Thus, the books will explore the implications of the various views for Christian theology as well as the implications that Christian convictions might have for the philosophical issues discussed. It is crucial that Christians attain a greater degree of philosophical awareness in order to improve the quality of general scholarship and evangelical theology. My hope is that this series will contribute to that end.


  Although the books are intended as examples of Christian scholarship, it is hoped that they will be of value to others as well; these issues should concern all thoughtful persons. The assumption which underlies this hope is that complete neutrality in philosophy is neither possible nor desirable. Philosophical work always reflects a person’s deepest commitments. Such commitments, however, do not preclude a genuine striving for critical honesty.


  C. Stephen Evans, Series Editor


  Notes


  Chapter 2: Cultural Relativism


  1William Graham Sumner, Folkways (1906), reprinted in Ethical Relativism, ed. John Ladd (Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth, 1973), p. 23. Ladd’s collection provides a convenient representation of material on this subject. For critical discussion see also Eliso Vivas, Tbe Moral Life and tbe Etbical Life (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1950), pt. 1; Abraham Edel and May Edel, Anthropology and Ethic, rev. ed. (New Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction Books, 1970); and Paul W. Taylor, “Four Types of Ethical Relativism,” Philosophical Review 63 (1954): 500-516. See also Millard J. Erickson, Relativism in Contemporary Christian Ethics (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1974).


  2Clyde Kluckhohn, “Ethical Relativity: Sic et Non,” Journal of Pbilosophy 52 (1955): 663-77.


  3William Frankena, Ethics, 2nd ed. (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1973), p. 110.


  4On this issue of freedom and determinism, see William Hasker, Metaphysics, Contours of Christian Philosophy (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1983).


  5H. Richard Niebuhr explores five ways in which Christians have related to culture in his Christ and Culture (New York: Harper/Torchbooks, 1951).


  6These philosophers will be discussed further. On Hobbes, see chapter four; and on Butler, chapter seven.


  Chapter 3: Emotivist Ethics


  1See also chapter seven.


  2See, for instance, A. J. Ayer, Language, Truth and Logic, 2nd ed. (New York: Dover, 1946), chap. 6.


  3Charles L. Stevenson, “The Emotive Meaning of Ethical Terms,” Mind 46 (1937). For fuller development see his Ethics and Language (1944; reprint ed., New York: AMS Press, n.d.).


  4See, for instance, Willard V. O. Quine’s famous essay “Two Dogmas of Empiricism,” in From a Logical Point of View (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1953), pp. 20-46. On the nonempirical influence in science, see Thomas S. Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, 2nd ed. (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1970); and Michael Polanyi, The Tacit Dimension (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1966). Simpler statements of the issue may be found in Nicholas Wolterstorff, Reason within the Bounds of Religion (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1976).


  5This position is developed by ethical descriptivists like Philippa R. Foot. See her “Moral Beliefs,” Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society 59 (1958-59).


  Chapter 4: Ethical Egoism


  1See Paul C. Vitz, Psychology as Religion: The Cult of Self-Worship (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977) for a critique of such tendencies.


  2See Ayn Rand, The Virtue of Selfishness (New York: New American Library, 1961) and her novels Atlas Shrugged and The Fountainhead. For representative discussions for and against egoism, see David P. Gauthier, ed., Morality and Rational Self-Interest (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1970).


  3Joseph Butler, Fifteen Sermons upon Human Nature (1726), esp. sermon 2.


  4C. D. Broad, “Egoism as a Theory of Human Motives,” in Ethics and the History of Philosophy (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1952).


  5Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 1, chap. 13.


  Chapter 5: Utilitarianism


  1Jeremy Bentham, An Introduction to the Principles of Morality and Legislation (1789); John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism (1861) and On Liberty (1859); Amartya Sen and Bernard Williams, eds., Utilitarianism and Beyond (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982).


  2William Frankena, Ethics, 2nd ed. (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1973), chap. 3.


  3Perhaps the best discussion of contemporary utilitarianism is by J. J. C. Smart and B. Williams, Utilitarianism: For and Against (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1973). For a historical survey, see Anthony Quinton, Utilitarian Ethics (New York: St. Martin’s, 1973).


  Chapter 6: Toward a Christian Ethic


  1William Paley, Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy (1785; reprint, Houston: St. Thomas, 1977).


  2John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1957), p. 22.


  3On these two principles of justice and love, see William Frankena, Ethics, 2nd ed. (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1973),chap. 3; and Lewis Smedes, Mere Morality (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983), esp. chap. 2.


  4See especially Joseph Fletcher, Situation Ethics (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1966); cp. Gene Outka and Paul Ramsey, Norm and Context in Christian Ethics (New York: Scribner, 1968).


  5On this topic see Paul Ramsey, War and the Christian Conscience (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 1961); and Robert Clouse, ed., War: Four Christian Views (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1981), chap. 3.


  Chapter 7: Moral Knowledge


  1For example, see the appendix to C. S. Lewis, The Abolition of Man (New York: Macmillan, 1947).


  2This group embraces philosophers like Shaftesbury, Hutcheson, Adam Smith and Bishop Butler. See Elmer Sprague, “Moral Sense,” in The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, vol. 5, ed. Paul Edwards (New York: Macmillan, 1967), pp. 385-87.


  3Joseph Butler, Fifteen Sermons upon Human Nature (1726), sermons 2 and 3.


  4William Frankena, “Moral Point of View Theories,” in Ethical Theory, ed. Norman Bowie (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1983).


  5See G. E. Moore, Principia Ethica (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1903).


  6W. D. Ross, The Right and the Good (Oxford: Clarendon, 1930).


  7Immanuel Kant, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals (1785), sec. 1.


  8Alan Donagan adapts this second formulation as his basic principle in developing an essentially Judeo-Christian ethic, in The Theory of Morality (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1977).


  9For example, Cicero De Legibus 1.5. 18-19, 22-23.


  10John Locke, Essays on the Law of Nature, ed. W. von Leyden (London: Oxford University Press, 1948).


  11Aristotle Nicomachean Ethics, bk. 1.


  12Aquinas Treatise on Law, Q.94. Art.2.


  13See Alan Johnson, “Is There a Biblical Warrant for Natural-Law Theories?” Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 25 (1982):185-89.


  14See Jacques Ellul, To Will and to Do (Philadelphia: Pilgrim, 1969), The Ethics of Freedom (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1976), and The Theological Foundations of Law (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1960).


  15Helmut Thielicke, Theological Ethics, vol. 1 (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1966), chaps. 19-22; Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Ethics (New York: Macmillan, 1955), pt. 1, chaps. 4-5, and pt. 3, chap. 3. See also Arthur F. Holmes, Contours of a World View (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983), chap. 2.


  16Ross, The Right and the Good, chap. 2.


  17Compare Lewis Smedes’s discussion of the “channeling” of human life in Mere Morality (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983).


  Chapter 8: The Basis of Obligation


  1G. E. M. Anscombe, “Modern Moral Philosophy,” Philosophy 33 (1958): 1-19.


  2Jean-Paul Sartre, Existentialism, trans. B. Frechtman (New York: Philosophical Library, 1947), p. 20.


  3Immanuel Kant, Foundations of the Metaphysic of Morals (1785), sec. 2.


  4See Locke’s Second Treatise on Civil Government (1689).


  5This Searle essay initially appeared in Philosophical Review 73 (1964); it has been repeatedly anthologized since.


  6John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1971); also “Two Concepts of Rules,” Philosophical Review 64 (1955).


  7R. M. Hare’s best-known work is The Language of Morals (London: Oxford University Press, 1964). But on the ultimate question see also his Essays on the Moral Concepts (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1972), pp. 20-21, and “Ethical Theory and Utilitarianism,” in Contemporary British Philosophy, ed. H. D. Lewis (London: Allen & Unwin, 1976), p. 113.


  8Anscombe, “Modern Moral Philosophy,” p. 6.


  9See Paul Helm, ed., Divine Commands and Morality (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1981); Richard Mouw, The God Who Commands (Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 1990); Philip Quinn, Divine Commands and Moral Require-ments (Oxford: Clarendon, 1978).


  10The term theonomous is borrowed from Paul Tillich, The Protestant Era (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1960), pp. 56-57. I am indebted to Robert M. Adams for drawing attention to this.


  11Alasdair MacIntyre, “Which God Ought We to Obey and Why?” Faith and Philosophy, 3.4.359-371.


  12Robert M. Adams, The Virtue of Faith and Other Essays (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987), pt. 3; Finite and Infinite Goodness (Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 1990), chap. 11. Also C. Stephen Evans, Kierkegaard’s Ethic of Love (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004).


  13John E. Hare, God’s Call (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001).


  Chapter 9: Human Rights


  1Some of the key pieces on the concept of human rights have been collected in A. I. Melden, ed., Human Rights (Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth, 1970). On its history see Leo Strauss, Natural Rights and History (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1963).


  2Jeremy Bentham, “Anarchical Fallacies,” selections reprinted in Melden, Human Rights, pp. 28-39.


  3John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1957), chap. 5.


  4That some relationship exists between a natural law ethic and human rights is clear. Jacques Maritain develops this in The Rights of Man and Natural Law (New York: Scribner, 1943).


  Chapter 10: Criminal Punishment


  1An excellent introduction is Jeffrie G. Murphy, ed., Punishment and Rehabilitation (Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth, 1973).


  2Barbara Wootton, Crime and the Criminal Law (London: Stevens and Sons, 1963).


  3See C. S. Lewis, “The Humanitarian Theory of Punishment,” in God in the Dock (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1970), pp. 287-300; and Herbert Morris, “Persons and Punishment,” in Human Rights, ed. A. I. Melden (Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth, 1970), pp. 111-34.


  4For further developments regarding this kind of approach, see A. C. Ewing, The Morality of Punishment (London: Kegan Paul, 1929); Sir Walter Moberly, The Ethics of Punishment (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday/Anchor, 1968).


  Chapter 11: Can We Legislate Morality?


  1Jonathan Blanchard in an Oberlin College speech in 1839. The statement is inscribed on a plaque dedicated to him in Blanchard Hall at Wheaton College, Illinois, of which he was the founding president.


  2Some of the key essays on both the general topic and the Wolfenden report appear in Richard Wasserstroms, Morality and the Law (Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth, 1971).


  3See John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1859), esp. chap. 1.


  4See Patrick Devlin, The Enforcement of Morals (London: Oxford University Press, 1965). See also J. N. D. Anderson, Morality, Law and Grace (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1972); H. L. A. Hart, Law, Liberty and Morality (London: Oxford University Press, 1963); Basil Mitchell, Law, Morality and Religion in a Secular Society (London: Oxford University Press, 1967).


  5See chapter three in War: Four Christian Views, ed. Robert G. Clouse (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1981).


  Chapter 12: Sex and Marriage


  1For further implications of this approach, see Paul Ramsey, Fabricated Man (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1970).


  2The classic discussion of friendship as a reciprocal benefit is in Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics, books eight and ten. The agapistic virtue of self-giving and possibly unrequited love is missing from that account; it seems to have been largely a biblical contribution to Western ethics. Hence the distinctiveness of Christian ideals of sex and marriage.


  Chapter 13: The Moral Agent


  1For postmodern attitudes toward universality, moral rules and the foundations of ethics, see Z. Bauman, Postmodern Ethics (Oxford: Blackwell, 1993).


  2Richard Rorty, Contingency, Irony, and Solidarity (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989).


  3In The Genealogy of Morals and Thus Spake Zarathustra.


  4Michael Foucault, Ethics, ed. P. Rabinow (New York: New Press, 1997); see also Timothy O’Leary, Foucault and the Art of Ethics (London: Continuum, 2002).


  5Carol Gilligan, In a Different Voice (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1982), p. 17. See also Mapping the Moral Domain (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1988).


  6Virginia Held, Feminist Morality (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1993).


  7See Justice and Caring, ed. N. Dodding, M. S.Katz and K. Strike (New York: Teachers College Press, 1997).


  8Christina Traina, Feminist Ethics and Natural Law (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1999).


  9See Jürgen Moltmann, History and the Triune God (New York: Crossroad, 1992). This theme is applied to the feminist ethic of care by Carol Jean Cook, Singing a New Song (Princeton Theological Seminary Ph.D. dissertation, 1994).


  10Alasdair MacIntyre, After Virtue (Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 1981); Whose Justice? Which Rationality? (Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 1988); and Three Rival Versions of Moral Enquiry (Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 1990).


  11After Virtue, chap. 9; Three Rival Versions, chap. 2.


  12Nichomachean Ethics, bk. 1.7.


  13In Dependent Rational Animals (Chicago: Open Court, 1999). Cp. Craig Boyd’s appeal to sociobiology in A Shared Morality (Grand Rapids: Brazos, 2007).


  Chapter 14: Virtue Ethics


  1See Plato’s Republic, bk. 4; Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics, bks. 1-7; and Aquinas’s Summa Theologica 1-2, Q.51.


  2A 26-page bibliography is provided by Robert B. Kruschwitz and Robert C. Roberts, eds., in The Virtues (Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth, 1987).


  3Alasdair MacIntyre’s After Virtue (Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 1981), chap. 14.


  4Politics 8.1.


  5Kant, Foundation for the Metaphysic of Morals (1785), sec. 1; Philippa Foot, Virtues and Vices and Other Essays in Moral Philosophy (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1978).


  6City of God, bk. 19; and On the Morals of the Catholic Church, 15.


  7E.g., Robert M. Adams, Finite and Infinite Goods (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999). Cp. Iris Murdoch, The Sovereignty of Good (London: Cambridge University Press, 1967).


  8After Virtue, chap. 15.


  9After Virtue, chap. 10-12.


  10Nichomachean Ethics, bk. 1, and Politics, bk. 2. Also Philippa Foot, Natural Goodness (New York: Oxford University Press, 2001).


  11Kant, Doctrine of Virtue, p. 42.


  12David Hume, A Treatise on Human Nature, bk. 3, pt. 1.


  13C. A. Campbell develops this argument in chap. 2 of In Defence of Free Will (Atlantic Highlands, N. J.: Humanities, 1967).


  14Summa Theologica 1-2, Q.51; Q,92, Art.1.


  15See his A Community of Character (Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 1981). Also Stanley Hauerwas and Charles Pinches, Christians among the Virtues (Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 1997), and Nancey Murphy et al., Virtues and Practices in the Christian Tradition (Valley Forge, Penn.: Trinity Press International, 1977).


  16See Jean Leclercq, The Love of Learning and the Desire for God (New York: Fordham University Press, 1961).


  17Confessions, bk. 4; Summa Theologica 1-2, Q.65, Art.5. And from University of Notre Dame Press, G. Meilaender, Friendship: a Study in Theological Ethics (1961); P. Wadell, Friendship and the Moral Life (1989); and G. Jones, Transformed Judgment (1990).


  About the Author


  Arthur F. Holmes (Ph.D., Northwestern) taught for many years in the philosophy department at Wheaton College and is the author of Philosophy: A Christian Perspective and All Truth Is God’s Truth.
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  Ethics: Approaching Moral Decisions


  With over 60,000 copies in print since its original publication in 1984, Ethics has served numerous generations of students as a classic introduction to philosophical ethics from a Christian perspective. Over the years the philosophical landscape has changed somewhat, and in this new edition Arthur Holmes adjusts the argument and information throughout, completely rewriting the earlier chapter on virtue ethics and adding a new chapter on the moral agent. The book addresses the questions: What is good? What is right? How can we know? In doing so it also surveys a variety of approaches to ethics, including cultural relativism, emotivism, ethical egoism and utilitarianism--all with an acknowledgment of the new postmodern environment.


  978-0-8308-2803-6
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  Philosophy of Religion: Thinking About Faith


  by C. Stephen Evans, R. Zachary Manis


  Add this ebook to your cart, purchase it and download it immediately in any or all of these formats: PDF.


  With over 40,000 copies in print since its original publication in 1982, Steve Evans’s Philosophy of Religion has served many generations of students as a classic introduction to the philosophy of religion from a Christian perspective. Over the years the philosophical landscape has changed, and in this new edition Zach Manis joins Evans in a thorough revamping of arguments and information, while maintaining the qualities of clarity and brevity that made the first edition so appreciated.


  New material on divine foreknowledge and human freedom has been added as well as on Reformed epistemology. The discussions on science now cover new developments from cognitive psychology and naturalism as well as on the fine-tuning of the cosmos. The chapter on faith and reason has been expanded to include consideration of evidentialism. The problem of evil now forms its own new chapter and adds a discussion of the problem of hell.


  The standard features remain: a survey of the field, an examination of classical arguments for God’s existence, and an exploration of contemporary challenges to theism from the social sciences and philosophy as well as the natural sciences. The meaning and significance of personal religious experience, revelation and miracles--all within the realm of contemporary religious pluralism--are likewise investigated.


  A classic introduction thoroughly updated and refreshed for today’s student.


  978-0-8308-7933-5
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  Epistemology: Becoming Intellectually Virtuous


  by W. Jay Wood


  How do we know what we know? What have wisdom, prudence and studiousness to do with justifying our beliefs? Jay Wood begins this introduction to epistemology by taking an extended look at the idea of knowing within the context of the intellectual virtues. He then surveys current views of foundationalism, epistemic justification and reliabilism. Finally he examines the relationship of epistemology to religious belief, and the role of emotions and virtues in proper cognitive functioning


  Professors will find this text, with its many examples drawn from everyday student experience, especially useful in introducing students to the formal study of epistemology.


  978-0-8308-7506-1
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  Science & Its Limits: The Natural Sciences in Christian Perspective


  by Del Ratzsch


  Science, especially naturalistic science, has come under fire of late. No longer does it command the near universal respect it once held. From the right has come a fresh attack on Darwinism and arguments for intelligent design. From the left postmodern theorists have attacked the very notion of objective truth claims, scientific or otherwise.


  Into the fray Del Ratzsch breathes a breath of calm. He asks, What is science? What can it tell us? What can’t it tell us? What challenges does it offer to Christian faith? How should a Christian respond?


  Originally published under the title Philosophy of Science, this revised volume surveys how views of science have developed and changed over time, especially since the Kuhnian revolution of the 1960s. Now updated to reflect current discussions of intelligent design and postmodern views of science, Science & Its Limits offers readers a thoughtful perspective on contemporary trends and useful advice on how to approach faith and science issues.


  978-0-8308-1580-7
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  Metaphysics: Constructing a World View


  by William Hasker


  What is ultimately real? What is God like? Do human beings have minds and souls or only brains in bodies? Are humans free agents or are all human acts determined by prior circumstances? Through insightful analysis and careful evaluation, William Hasker helps readers answer these questions and thereby construct a world view to make sense of the universe and the people in it.


  978-0-87784-341-2
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