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In this book, we will not deal with the search for evidence of the actual historical existence or non-existence of Adam and Eve. We will not deal with the search for evidence of the existence or non-existence of the Garden of Eden or anything similar. We will deal exclusively with the text from Genesis, the interpretation and meaning of the text in a completely new light compared to the traditional interpretation.

Although this book deals with the biblical text about the events in the Garden of Eden, you will not find anything that aims to convince you to believe or not to believe in something. This book seeks to (as far as possible) decipher the biblical text that has significantly impacted the cultural development of human communities throughout the centuries of human history. Unfortunately, the most common interpretation that has followed people throughout history is negative, frustrating, confusing, illogical, and incorrect.

This book will show how the report - story can be viewed on a simple, deeper, and profound level. We will show how the report - story can be seen from different angles and perspectives.

According to Genesis, Adam and Eve were the first human beings on the planet. In Genesis, we are told God “formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.” This man, called Adam, was the first human being. But God did not create Adam to be alone.

But for Adam, there was not found a helper fit for him. So, the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept, took one of his 'ribs' and closed up its place with flesh. And the 'rib' that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. The man called his wife Eve because she was the mother of all living.

In the reading of Genesis, we learn that God created the first two people: Adam and Eve. They were placed in the Garden of Eden and given everything they needed: food, work, companionship, and fellowship with God as they walked with him in the cool of the day.

Then something happened!

A serpent entered the Garden of Eden to tempt Adam and Eve. God had given food from every Tree in the garden but commanded the man and woman not to eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Eve believed the serpent and ate the fruit, then gave it to Adam, who also ate the fruit.

This event was catastrophic. Now known as the Fall, God judged Adam and Eve for disobeying his command. And true to his word, Adam and Eve began the death process.

Adam and Eve died because of the Fall, but the Fall didn't just affect them.

Since their sin, every other person born after them was plunged into rebellion against God's order. That includes you and every other human being you know. And this rebellion is also the reason we die today. Through Adam's and Eve's sin, death came into the world.

God curses all three: the man to a lifetime of hard labor followed by death, the woman to the pain of childbirth and subordination to her husband, and the serpent to go on his belly and suffer the hostility of both man and woman.

God then clothes the nakedness of Adam and Eve, who have become god-like in knowing good and evil, then banishes them from the garden lest they eat the fruit of a second tree, the Tree of Life, and live forever.

Some early Christian church fathers held Eve responsible for the Fall of man and all subsequent women to be the first sinners because Eve tempted Adam to commit the taboo. Based on the Christian doctrine of the Fall of man came the doctrine of original sin. Original sin became a concept that man is born into a condition of sinfulness and must await redemption. This doctrine became a cornerstone of the Western Christian theological tradition.

This literal interpretation of the report can only be acceptable to those who have yet to read the report because this interpretation does not provide answers to the many ambiguities and illogicalities that appear in the text.

In Islam, Adam (Adam; Arabic: آدم), whose role is being the father of humanity, is revered by Muslims. Eve (Hawwaʼ; Arabic: حواء) is the "mother of humanity." The creation of Adam and Eve is referred to in the Qurʼan, although different Qurʼanic interpreters give different views on the actual creation story. According to the Qurʼan, Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit in a Heavenly Eden. As a result, they were both sent down to Earth as God's representatives. The concept of "original sin" does not exist in Islam because, according to Islam, Adam and Eve were forgiven by God.

Genesis

2:8-9 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden from the east, and He placed there the man whom He had formed. And the Lord God caused to sprout from the ground every Tree pleasant to see and good to eat, and the Tree of Life in the midst of the garden, and the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil. 2:15-23 Now the Lord God took the man, and He placed him in the Garden of Eden to work it and to guard it. And the Lord God commanded man, saying, "Of every Tree of the garden you may freely eat. But of the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it, for on the day you eat thereof, you shall surely die." And the Lord God said, "It is not good that man is alone; I shall make him a helpmate opposite him." And the Lord God formed from the earth every beast of the field and every fowl of the heavens, and He brought [it] to man to see what he would call it, and whatever the man called each living thing, that was its name. And man named all the cattle and the fowl of the heavens and all the beasts of the field, but for man, he did not find a helpmate opposite him. And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon man, and he slept, and He took one of his sides, and He closed the flesh in its place. And the Lord God built the side that He had taken from man into a woman, and He brought her to man. And the man said, "This time, it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh. This one shall be called ishah (woman) because this one was taken from ish (man)." 3:1-24 Now the serpent was cunning, more than all the beasts of the field that the Lord God had made, and it said to the woman, "Did God indeed say, 'You shall not eat of any of the trees of the garden?'" And the woman said to the serpent, "Of the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat. But of the fruit of the Tree that is in the midst of the garden, God said, "You shall not eat of it, and you shall not touch it, lest you die.'" And the serpent said to the woman, "You will surely not die. For God knows that on the day that you eat thereof, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like angels, knowing good and evil." And the woman saw that the Tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes, and the Tree was desirable to make one wise; so she took of its fruit, and she ate, and she also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. And the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves and made themselves girdles. And they heard the voice of the Lord God going in the garden to the direction of the sun, and the man and his wife hid from before the Lord God in the midst of the trees of the garden. And the Lord God called to man, and He said to him, "Where are you?" And he said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I am naked; so I hid." And He said, "Who told you that you are naked? Have you eaten from the Tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" And the man said, "The woman whom You gave [to be] with me she gave me of the tree; so I ate." And the Lord God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" And the woman said, "The serpent enticed me, and I ate." And the Lord God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed be you more than all the cattle and more than all the beasts of the field; you shall walk on your belly, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. And I shall place hatred between you and between the woman, and between your seed and between her seed. He will crush your head, and you will bite his heel." To the woman, He said, "I shall surely increase your sorrow and your pregnancy; in pain, you shall bear children. And to your husband will be your desire, and he will rule over you." And to man, He said, "Because you listened to your wife, and you ate from the tree from which I commanded you saying, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed be the ground for your sake; with toil shall you eat of it all the days of your life. And it will cause thorns and thistles to grow for you, and you shall eat the herbs of the field. With the sweat of your face, you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for you were taken therefrom, for dust you are, and to dust you will return." And the man named his wife Eve because she was the mother of all life. And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife shirts of skin, and He dressed them. Now the Lord God said, "Behold man has become like one of us, having the ability of knowing good and evil, and now, lest he stretch forth his hand and also take from the Tree of Life and eat and live forever." And the Lord God sent him out of the Garden of Eden, to till the soil, whence he had been taken. And He drove the man out, and He stationed from the east of the Garden of Eden the cherubim and the blade of the revolving sword to guard the way to the Tree of Life.

This biblical text's traditional and well-known interpretation deals with something other than the contradictions and illogicalities that appear in describing the events in the Garden of Eden. However, the text of the report itself leaves many doubts and unanswered questions.

If we pause and think more deeply about this text, many ambiguities and illogicalities will appear. For example:

From whom or what should Adam guard the Garden of Eden?

Why was the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil created if it should not be used?

Does Adam know what it means to 'die'? No one around Adam died, and Adam never saw anyone dead.

Why is it not good that Adam is alone? Does Adam even know what loneliness is?

How does Adam know that none of the animals brought before him are of his kind, not like him? Adam never saw another man.

Adam's loneliness and the lack of assistance to him is the reason for the creation of a woman - Eve! Why does Adam need an assistant or helper?

What does 'helpmate opposite him' mean?

Why was Eve not created in the same way as Adam?

Before tasting the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, how does Eve see that it was good for food and desirable to make man wise?

What was the fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of good and evil?

Why did Adam agree to eat the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil? Adam was not 'deceived' by the serpent or persuaded by Eve.

They had to die after Adam and Eve ate the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. Why did Adam and Eve not die but were "cast out" from the Garden of Eden?

For eating the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, it is announced that death will occur and nothing more. Where, then, and why is the expulsion from the Garden of Eden, the 'punishment' of the snake, birth pains, cursing the earth, etc.?

Why does God curse the Earth? Is the Earth to blame for something?

The text nowhere mentions that Adam and Eve sinned. So, how do we know that the first sin happened in the Garden of Eden?

Why did God create Adam and Eve at all?

Why does the human being need freedom of choice?

Why is the story about the events in the Garden of Eden not about the Fall, sin, and punishment but a love story?

And so on...

Different interpretations of the biblical text arise in different historical settings. The environment, way of life, and way of thinking (the state of human consciousness and understanding of what surrounds him) significantly influence the interpretation and understanding of the text. In addition, for different variations, the interpretation's goal should be considered about the one to whom the interpretation is directed. The exact text in other historical circumstances can be interpreted differently due to the need to present a theological message that is considered correct for the people of that historical moment and is in accordance with their possibilities of understanding (state of consciousness).

Many biblical texts are multi-layered, and the structure is carefully designed. The text about the events in the Garden of Eden is multi-layered. If someone wants to know more about multi-layered texts, my books Pharaoh's Dream, Noah, and Samson - Call of Sin give a precise and exciting insight into the existence of the mentioned layers and levels.

Furthermore, God creates man in his image and likeness, the most revolutionary idea ever conceived. In all earlier and later texts, people were created as executors or by some means (slaves of the gods). Also, in all human systems of organizing life, a man was, and still is, the executor or the means. The progressive idea of ​​equality among people appears for the first time in the 'Torah,' and history is seen as something that is not cyclical but linear.

Interestingly, in the act of creating man, as God's last and dearest creature, for whom the whole world was created, it is not a command but God's agreement and consultation. God did not say, ‘Let there be a man!’ but: ‘Let us create man.’ This, according to the Christian understanding, reveals the Holy Trinity during the creation of man. The Holy Trinity held a council when it decided to create man. Jewish interpreters try to understand this verb, which appears in the plural, as an ‘agreement out of modesty’ between God and the Angels.

Two key expressions of biblical anthropology: (Hebrew ‘tselem demut’ - בְּצַלְמֵנוּ כִּדְמוּתֵנוּ), which can be translated as 'in Our image' (God's); 'in the likeness of Ours'; 'as the likeness of Ours', indicate the exaltation of a man with god-like dominion over all other creatures. But also, on the divinity of man according to the Archetype, the Triune God is a community of personalities, and here is indicated the creation of man as a personality and community. Hence, the noun man – 'adam,’ without an article, in the singular, has both an individual and a collective, congregational meaning here. Therefore, it denotes the human race because it comes together with the verb in the plural, ‘to rule.’ The creation of the first man is the creation of human nature - humanity. ‘To rule,’ the verb in the plural, also shows God's intention of creating male and female.

Man's rule over other creatures is due to being endowed with the image of God, imperial dominion, self-government, freedom of will - godlikeness. God creates man 'in His image and likeness.' Image - godlikeness is given to human nature, created in the image of the immortal Divine nature, and likeness is premeditated and indicated by God as a task for man, that is, as a dynamic, synergistic realization of godlikeness. And it is predicated on man's free will, love, and cooperation with God. Because God created us for this world without us, and participation in eternal life does not happen without us.

For the creation of man (‘adam’), a special term is used; ‘bara’ = to create, as in the 1st verse: ‘At the beginning of the ‘bara’ - God created heaven and earth.’ 

1:1 בְּרֵאשִׁית בָּרָא אֱלֹהִים אֵת הַשָּׁמַיִם וְאֵת הָאָֽרֶץ׃

1:27 וַיִּבְרָא אֱלֹהִים אֶת־הָֽאָדָם בְּצַלְמוֹ בְּצֶלֶם אֱלֹהִים בָּרָא אֹתוֹ זָכָר וּנְקֵבָה בָּרָא אֹתָֽם׃

The verb 'bara' is used to emphasize God's action, and it means creation without pain and existing matter. Furthermore, while animals were created at God's command (the word 'jasa’ = let) is used, the creation of man is still described as a thoughtful, busy, and well-balanced work of God's free will: ‘Let us make man in our image, like unto ourselves’.

The creation of the soul by God is magnificent (in addition to the verses about the creation of man from Gen 1:26-27) witnessed by the verse: Yahweh, God, make ('jitsar,’ not ‘bara’ as in Gen 1:27) a man from the dust of the Earth, and the breath of life breathed into his nostrils. Thus, man becomes a living soul (Genesis 2:7).

2:7 וַיִּיצֶר יְהוָה אֱלֹהִים אֶת־הָֽאָדָם עָפָר מִן־הָאֲדָמָה וַיִּפַּח בְּאַפָּיו נִשְׁמַת חַיִּים וַֽיְהִי הָֽאָדָם לְנֶפֶשׁ חַיָּֽה׃

The shaping of man is described in two acts: the act of shaping dust and the act of breathing in the breath of life. By this, the writer wants to point out that man was created from already existing matter, which God transformed into a man through direct and merciful action, giving him something (the soul, which is the beginning of life) from himself.
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God created a man and a woman and gave them a perfect place to live, a garden called Eden. Well, the garden is depicted as an orchard. God gives them this wonderful orchard and tells them they can eat all the fruit they want. And they live in peace with the animals and with one another. It's an image of peace, completion, and wholeness. When we imagine the Garden of Eden, most of us think of a paradise like this, better than anything we could ever find on Earth.

But what does the Bible say about where it all began? The biblical description is very short. It just says there are four rivers. Tigris and Euphrates are two, and the other two are unknown. That's the problem. You have the location if we can figure out where all four rivers are. And it is the tantalizing mention of these two remaining rivers that has fueled a never-ending search for the Garden of Eden. People have looked everywhere for centuries, from the ocean's depths to the Moon.

Tigris and Euphrates are in southern Iraq. They come together in an area known as the Fertile Crescent, where civilization first began, a perfect backdrop for the biblical beginning. We've got a place where early men and early women could live in idyllic harmony with the food readily accessible and all that. That's what we're talking about: an earthly paradise.

We're told that Adam and Eve have everything they could ever need, but to keep all this, they had to obey one rule. God tells Adam and Eve not to eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. And God warned them that if they disobeyed, they would die.

Snake comes along and says, once you've access to the Tree of Wisdom, you can become like the gods. You can move up the ladder.

In a very human moment, we're told Eve couldn't resist the temptation to take more. She took a bite, and she passed the fruit to Adam.

It was the snack that changed history.

The men and the women hide. They're afraid because they know they've done something wrong. When God says, did you eat? It's Adam who points the finger at Eve. And not only at Eve, but at God, because he says, she gave me, and you gave her to me.

Now, an angry God casts his creation out of paradise. And just like Adam throughout the millennia, everyone has blamed Eve. Women are blamed for lots of things that they need not. Adam could have said that fruit, I'm not going to eat it. But he took the fruit, and he ate it.

Ironically, in the Muslim holy book, the Koran, there's more than enough blame to go around. Both Adam and Eve are to blame equally for eating the forbidden fruit. So, they're co-equal human beings.

But in the end, it didn't matter whose fault it was. They both suffered the consequences of disobeying God.

The first lesson of Genesis is cold and hard. For humans, sustaining life on this earth is not meant to be easy. We have to go out into that cruel, suffering world where we labor by the sweat of our brows, give forth our children in pain and have to suffer and die. Christians believe that this is why Jesus came, to solve that problem, to pay the penalty for sin. But maybe when Eve made the choice that Christians call original sin, it was something more. Perhaps it was the first act of original thought.

Adam and Eve? Free will? That's the story of how you can make a choice. And that's the most horrible thing that faces a human being. We've got to choose.

Science gives us insight into the how. How the universe works, and how particles behave. But it provides zero insight into why. Why are we here? What's the meaning of it all? For some people, religion offers some degree of insight into those critical questions. Essential and challenging questions the Bible forces us to think about, like jealousy and rage, and why some people come to hate and harm each other. A lesson starkly taught in the story of the first children, the first siblings. Cain is a shepherd, and Abel is a farmer. Both offer sacrifices to God, but God likes Abel's better. This is about life as we know it. And life as we know it is not fair. We feel
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