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THE SECRET FIRE


I. MATTER AND SPIRIT.
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These are the two dimensions of man, his strength, and his prison. BEING comes from NON-BEING, the unconscious begets the conscious, just as light has its origin in darkness. Hegel: "The unconscious would never have undertaken the vast and laborious task of developing the universe except in the hope of attaining a clear consciousness of itself." Then the darkness decided to become light. "Let there be light. And there was light." Light is the fire of Spirit, and its sparks have been encapsulated in Matter, which is its vehicle. The poets feel it. Lamartine: "Man is a fallen god, who still remembers the heavens."

Matter is governed by the laws of Necessity. Apart from Matter, spirit is free and eternal.  Hermes tells us, "Souls groan and complain and try to rebel against their fate when the Chief of Souls forcibly snatches them from their abode and forces them into a body." 

However, Matter is the vehicle and path of consciousness. Man comprises three avatars: the soul, which is the light born of darkness, its vital force; the spirit, which is the fire, the energy for the acquisition of knowledge. And what was missing was matter, which is the son, the "son of man", existence in the Universe, the reverse, the exact replica of darkness, of nothingness, which is the origin of everything. 

The Universe, the Cosmos, also has a soul, a spirit, and a material body. Quantum mechanics proves that the Universe is self-aware: an atom, which behaves sometimes like a particle, sometimes like a wave, depends on whether it has been observed or not. There are proven techniques for experimenting with this.

The soul of the cosmos, and also that of man, the microcosm, is surrounded by a plastic essence, which is the root of phenomena. Thought, the Logos, creates things. If we didn't see the Moon and if we didn't think about it, it wouldn't exist. Berkeley offers the following experiment: a bottle placed precariously on a table begins to roll, falls to the ground and explodes into a thousand pieces. If there is no one around to hear the noise. Was there such a noise? Any idealistic philosopher would say no. 

Prison, yes. But not totally isolated. The old and experienced prisoner even uses rats to communicate with the outside world. 

The man of our century, the twenty-first century, the century who had to be spiritual or not to be, is more lost and bewildered than ever. Churches and sects of all denominations have disappointed him with their worldly activities, at least as far as Western man is concerned. Catholicism with its Inquisition and its commitment to dictatorships like Franco's or those in the Southern Cone of Latin America, Islam with Islamist terrorism, Judaism with its Zionist policies. Positivist thought, predominant in science and philosophy since the nineteenth century, seems to definitively discredit any spiritual path. We only believe in what can be measured and calculated with physical instruments. Modern life has multiplied our needs by unity followed by many zeros. To satisfy them, we became slaves much more miserable and unhappy than those who lived in the days of the Roman Empire, because they had a more peaceful rhythm, according to the characteristics and activities of the various seasons, in accordance with an essentially agricultural economy. Whereas, as far as we are concerned, our clocks do not have enough hours, at all seasons of the year, to restrict our devotion to work; which, for the vast majority, is only enough to cover, with great difficulty, the immense and heavy shroud of the multitude of needs that we have created for ourselves. 

Gone are the evenings by the fire where the voice of experience told stories and advice for the edification of youth. Nowadays, at the end of a working day, after having managed to cross the traffic jams that block the belts of big cities, a task that can take us several hours to accomplish, we arrive at our house, which is not our home, we consume the prepared food, taken in passing in any supermarket,  and we watch for a few hours the trash television wrapped in shameless propaganda of a vision and exercise of the world that rots and poisons us, before going to bed early because we are exhausted from so much back and forth for nothing. The weekend arrives and we leave en masse for the Great Babylon. 

The void we have created within us is like a pressure cooker about to burst. In fact, it often explodes. A veritable scourge of nervous diseases has descended upon us like a damp and cold blanket. The pills they give us to fight them, in the long run, make us more unbalanced, rot us and accelerate our physical and mental degeneration. 

We certainly feel like we're missing something. Culture, the development of one of the two dimensions of our existence, the most important and decisive. Just as when we are deficient in a vitamin, the body demands it of us, prompting us to consume certain foods, so the mind demands of us peremptorily, sometimes with serious and forceful warnings, what belongs to it. "Render unto God the things that are God's, and to Caesar the things that are Caesar's." Our bodies languish in plain sight for lack of God's medicine and we give it Valium and Xanac. 
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II. HERMETICISM.
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Hermeticism is a collection of writings attributed to Thoth, an ancient Egyptian sage whose knowledge, over time and entry into tradition, made him a god, worshipped in Egypt since at least 3000 BC. as the god of wisdom, writing, music, incantations, mastery of dreams, time, magic spells, and as a symbol of the Moon in ancient Egyptian mythology.  He is also credited with the invention of hieroglyphic writing. His figure, depicted as a scribe with an ibis' head, can be seen in many tombs and temples. Another of his skills is that of messenger of the gods and chronicler of human events, so that, in the Great Court of the Last Judgment, he will determine whether the deceased has acquired the knowledge and purity necessary to occupy a place in the Empyrean. For this reason, the Greeks identified him with their own god Hermes. Although some felt the need to distinguish between the two, the Egyptian was given the name Trismegistus, the thrice great. 

The writings of the so-called "corpus hermeticum" had a great influence on Greek thought and, through their rediscovery in Florence in the fifteenth century, inspired the Renaissance. 

Its contents are imbued with the ancient philosophy of the Egyptians; however, they are not written in hieroglyphics, but in Greek, Latin, and Coptic, as they were collected in Hellenistic Alexandria, a cosmopolitan city where Greeks, Jews, Egyptians, Babylonians, Phoenicians, and even Buddhists from India lived together. It should not be forgotten that Alexander the Great, with his conquests, united East with West. 

If we were to summarize the central idea of the Hermetic, we would say that God, whom they call Atum, is a Great Spirit. Everything that exists is a thought of the Great Spirit of God.  Hermes affirms that the spirit of the human being is made in the image and likeness of that of God. If we were able to free our minds from the limitations of our bodies, we would be able to experience the Spirit of God. In fact, we were created expressly for this purpose, to expand our consciousness. The human being is a marvel, Hermes argues; through his mind, he comes not only to know the universe, but also to know God, since the former is a reflection of the latter. 

It is not a mere mortal body, but an immortal soul which, through experience and spiritual rebirth, can become a god. That is why Atum said to Hermes, "Ask your questions consciously and they will be answered." In other words, the answer will come from within. And he continues: "I am the Light, the Spirit of God, who exists before the dark and chaotic waters of potentiality. My comforting Word is the Son of God, the idea of a wondrous order, the harmony of all things with all things. The First Spirit is related to the Word (the Word, the Logos), just as, in your human experience, your spirit begets the word. They cannot be separated from each other, for life is the union of the Spirit and the Word. Now fix your attention on the Light, and become One with it. »

This can only remind us, and even constitute an unexpected exegesis, of the first words of the Gospel of John: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. It was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and without Him, nothing that is done has been done. In Him was life, and life was the light of men."

The Word, the Greek Logos, the Verb, is valid for the spoken word and the thought word. Human thought, a reflection of divine thought, is perhaps something more serious than we think. That's why some say that we have to be careful about what we wish for, because it can be achieved and we can be responsible for it. Schopenhauer's philosophy, expressed in his seminal work, "The World as Will and Representation," seems to point in this direction. 

God is Oneness. Everything that exists is part of the Supreme Being. He is the Creator of all things who created Himself. Everything that exists is an idea of the Spirit of God. And he does it all the time, because he thinks all the time. God is constantly creating Creation and will never stop. God is everything, the material objects around us and the immaterial thoughts of our minds. He is the Supreme and Absolute Reality. His Self can only be known through thought. It is the unity of all things, and we must know it by all names and call all things Atum.

Man, created in the image of God, is a microcosm, who lives surrounded by his own universe, which he constantly creates through his word and thought. Hence the absolute necessity of attaining perfect self-control.

The Cosmos is a gigantic work of art, imbued with deep mysteries and signed by an unknown master. "He created all things so that through them we could see Him." Just because His Creation is visible, He is visible, and that is the purpose of His Creation. 

The order must be created. Only that which is out of proportion is accidental. Whereas the Cosmos is order, where disorder is excluded. With what seems fortuitous, it's just that we don't know the extent and purpose of it. It happens with this, as with meteorites, that we don't know their orbit. We are only contemplating their periodic appearances. 

Light and Life, both of which constitute the Unity of God and constitute the Spirit of the Cosmos. It is the Word that calms the dark waters, that is, the fundamental laws of nature that bring order to chaos. The Word (the Logos), the Spirit of the Cosmos, is a reflection of God. 

Atum is the source of energy that, by the laws of nature, creates life. The Spirit of the Cosmos thus receives the energy of God and transmits it to all the things that make up the Cosmos. The spirit of man, in its turn, receives it from the Cosmos. During this process, the Cosmos is completely saturated with Soul, the Life Force. Everything is alive, nothing is dead. Not even so-called inanimate things. The Cosmos is an immense living creature that gives life to everything it contains, it is the whole that nourishes the parts. 

The mind and the soul are distinct entities, the former is the manifestation of the Light, it is the Spirit; the second is the manifestation of Life. "Everything is moved by the power of the Soul. The body of the Cosmos, in which all other bodies are contained, is completely saturated with Soul. The Soul is completely illuminated by the Mind. And the Spirit fully penetrated by Atum. The Soul surrounds the whole body of the Cosmos.

The Soul and Spirit of the Cosmos are everywhere, when we talk to Him, He listens to us. Our words and actions are imprinted in Him. 

Everything in the Cosmos is constant change. Change is governed by natural laws, which are immutable and permanent. That is why we can say that the Cosmos is change and at the same time permanent. Time regulates the process of change and is measured by the revolutions of stars, planets, and the Sun, which move in fixed orbits. Hermès sees time as a circle. In a circle there is neither beginning nor end, for every point of it is both beginning and end. A full turn begets a next turn and so on. The movement of the line is the continuous advance, that of the circle is that of the eternal return. 

However, Hermès offers us an even deeper view of time. The Cosmos, with all that it contains, is an idea of God, a thought. And as a thought, it has no physical existence. The past has disappeared and therefore no longer exists. The future is a potentiality, but it does not yet exist. The present moment passes so quickly that it has no permanence. As soon as we say the word "now," it is already a contradiction. "How can we say it exists if it can't stay for a single moment?" The nature of time is illusory, it is "Maya" as the Buddhists would say. For God, there is no past, no present, no future, only eternity. By freeing ourselves from the illusion of time, we can gain a glimpse of God. 

For the ancient Egyptians, the night, with its mantle covered with stars, acquires the dimension of a goddess whom they call Fate and whose immutable laws are inscribed in the field of constellations, where the planets have their orbits. Hermes calls these powers, especially the planets, gods. Together, they pour an uninterrupted stream of life force and meaning into every form of matter, causing a constant change of it, the most striking milestones of which are birth and death. "Matter is like a fertile womb in which all things are conceived."

"Ra, the sun, unites heaven and earth, bringing down energy from above and lifting matter from below. Unlike Atum, the hidden Light, which can only be seen with thought, through intense contemplation, Ra exists in space and time. Your material body is the source of visible light which contains the substance of invisible light. The sun continually spreads Light and Life. Just as Ra nourishes vegetation, Atum nourishes souls with his wisdom.

The Creator has ordained each of the planetary gods to share with humanity a portion of their powers. In fact, Hermeticism teaches that the universe will not be complete until humanity plays its part in it. The arts and sciences must complement what nature cannot do, and therefore the human being must contribute to enhancing the beauty of the Cosmos.  

Wherefore the arts and sciences ought not to be in the hands of the merchants who invade the Temple, because on the day when they are least expected, the Son of Man will come, and without ceasing to be the Lamb, or precisely because he is, he will seize the scourge and drive them out violently: "Is it not written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations?' But you have made it A DEN OF THIEVES."

It is for this purpose, that of increasing the beauty of the Cosmos, that God conceived man as a true wonder. All animals contain a Soul, the Life Force that animates them. But only man possesses, moreover, the power of the Spirit, with which he can contemplate the Cosmos and, through him, God. The human spirit is the image of the Spirit of God, so it is immortal, divine, and free. The body will be mortal and controlled by the laws of Destiny, but its spirit is eternal. 

Only the consumable, the changeable, the interchangeable dies; the essential remains. When we buy a coat, we prefer it to be the best, because it is a garment that is meant to last. However, over the years, it sags, deforms, scratches. It pains us to part with him. At last, though, we must do it and replace it with another, because we're still alive and we need to cover ourselves. What we put in the pit is the coat. It would be folly to think that we put ourselves there. 

When one fine day a television tells us that it's over and shows us a black screen, that electricity no longer penetrates it, or that it no longer has any effect, we have no choice but to get rid of it. Now, in its place, we're going to put another one, plug it in, connect it, and continue watching the same programs as with the old one. What for? Because it's the sign that counts. Television is perishable, the signal will always be there, although without television we would not be able to see it. 

Hermes asks: Can something transitory like our earthly existence be considered anything other than an illusion? The discovery of the permanent in the ephemeral is the reward of the spiritual quest. The old must disappear for the new to exist. The birth of a human being is not the beginning of a soul, but only the incarnation of a particular person and the transformation of that soul into a different state. Death is nothing but the abandonment of a worn-out body. Many people are unaware of this and fear death unnecessarily. 

For what is the new and what is the old, when the substance of everything is eternal?

After leaving behind the useless body, the individual soul is judged by the chief of the gods, to see if it is pure and honorable. In this case, they finally pass on, after a long series of incarnations and apprenticeships, into the kingdom of heaven. A soul that during its earthly life has attained the knowledge of God will become, will merge into the whole Mind. Then you will take a body of Light and be free of all limitations. "When you leave your body, the Spirit and the Word will be your guides, leading you into the company of the gods and other souls who have attained the Supreme Glory." He has walked the path of purity and is now completely spiritual and divine. 

Let us note that in this doctrine there is no threat of hell, with Pedro Botero's cauldrons filled with flaming pitch. Be that as it may, hell is that world characterized by a harsh Necessity, although it is also the only way to cauterize our soul and purify it with the fire of suffering. This is the price to pay to deserve Heaven, the experience that this underworld grants. But all this is an illusion, Maya. It's like a dream that we live intensely, although when we wake up, it disappears. True knowledge has been consummated and the soul has won: "all the gods dance and sing hymns to celebrate the glorious victory of the spirit."

Man must know himself and the Cosmos. Aware that he is an image of the Cosmos and Atum, he will be able to catch a glimpse of his God. Their role in Creation is no different. It is a way for God to come to know Himself. "Man is all things. It's in everything. For man is the spirit”. 

So much so, Hermes tells us, that the gods of heaven complained to Atum, arguing that the powers of men were too high and therefore dangerous to themselves and to the order of the Cosmos. 

God has recognized the validity of the argument and has  created the Zodiac, a celestial mechanism whose mission is to control the destiny of men, and he has placed it in the charge of the goddess Destiny, who sows the destiny of every newborn child, who will grow up within the limits of Necessity,  the Ἀνάγκη of which  Victor Hugo speaks in the prologue of "Notre-Dame de Paris" and which encompasses the demands of our nature physics. 

Very few escape the influence of the destiny established by the Zodiac, only those who are illuminated by the Light of God. Hermes teaches that it is our duty to rise above our mortal nature through intense contemplation of God and thus awaken our immortal Soul. 

Unfortunately, we become so attached to our transitory earthly pleasures that we lose consciousness of our eternal soul. The body must be the slave of the soul and not the soul of the body. Hermes urges us to break free from our bondage, develop our inner vision, and use the power of our minds to experience the Spirit of God. Only like knows like. To do this, Hermes advises us to imagine that we are everywhere and at all times, to integrate all opposites, to know that we are immortal, to see ourselves both in our mother's womb and inside the coffin. By expanding our consciousness in this way, we can emerge into the Spirit of God. "By the will of Atum, the spirit is a prize that the soul can earn."

Man has the power to ascend to heaven and yet he crawls in the dust. He has the power to know God, but he doesn't use it. Just wanting to do so puts us on the right track. When we least expect it, we realize that God is within us. One of the names of the deity is Emmanuel, which means "God with
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