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Introduction

This book is a result of my strong opinions of (and insane fascination for) Walt Disney World. I have researched extensively before each vacation and have guided many friends planning their own vacations. As my family can attest, Walt Disney World is my favorite thing to talk about, read about, and scrapbook. If I could build myself a little cabin next to Cinderella Castle, I would be eternally content.

When I combined my passion for Walt Disney World with my passion for writing, this book emerged. It is an integration of humorous anecdotes mixed with extensive tips and trivia. I knew I wanted to write more than just a list of tips, so I added the personal narratives to flesh out the wonderful experiences found at Walt Disney World. I hope that both first-time visitors and frequent visitors will glean something valuable for their next vacation.

I have written this book in alphabetical order, both for a new twist and because the educator in me adores ABC books. Following the narrated tips is an attraction ratings section, with a little help from my almost-as-obsessed family (well, two out of the four of them still appreciate the magic as much as I do). My children were 0, 2, and 4 years old on our first trip and have been almost every age in between, up to 16. Andy is my oldest child, Danielle is my middle child, and Alex is my youngest. They have added their opinions to many attractions to give readers a multi-age view of the most magical place on Earth — Walt Disney World.

So sit back, don a Disney shirt, and peruse this book to plan your best vacation yet!


Disney Magic: A to Z

“Animated” Characters

Along with experiencing unique attractions and watching first-rate shows, meeting characters is one of the top three reasons people go to Walt Disney World. Disney does a super job hiring cast members who know how to play the part. For this reason, my heading is a pun. These costumed performers, who are usually portraying animated movie characters, are quite animated themselves as they interact with guests. Hunting down these characters is one of our favorite things to do at Walt Disney World because you never know what will happen.

Pluto can always be counted on for humorous photos because of his canine playfulness. Whether he is stretching his ears out and pretending to fly, or kissing you with his big black nose, he never seems to rush through an encounter with guests. At the Liberty Tree Tavern character meal, Pluto lingered over us as he kept pointing to Andy and then pointing to his green beans. He wanted Andy to eat them, but even Pluto’s powers of persuasion didn’t work! Pluto was also a good sport at the ’Ohana breakfast at the Polynesian Resort when Alex, then 8 years old, tried to poke him with a fork. I’m not sure what Alex was thinking, but good-natured Pluto just politely pushed the fork away as I quickly scolded my child.

Tip: Engage the characters in a conversation about themselves or do something silly with them. If you have shy children, coach them ahead of time on what to talk about, or suggest good questions to ask the characters.

At Cinderella’s Royal Table breakfast, which is always packed, the first couple of princesses only stopped long enough for a quick autograph and photo  —  and we had used 2 meal credits per person! My friend suggested our girls talk about something specific so they asked Jasmine about her pet tiger, Rajah. Jasmine told them that she would have brought Rajah to breakfast, but she couldn’t get him past the castle walls! Then, she told them Aladdin and Boo were off flying their magic carpet. Snow White was also chatty as she talked about her adventures with the seven dwarves. (Cast members portraying Snow White cannot have a tan because they need to be “white as snow”.)

Even if it’s not a face character who can talk, the costumed characters will still respond non-verbally to your questions or comments, making it a more interesting encounter. At Hollywood Studios, my daughter told Captain Hook she had a pet crocodile at home. He pretended to be scared and shooed her away after the photo. When Danielle pointed out the crashed motorcycle to Goofy at Pete’s Silly Sideshow, Goofy pointed to Donald and a cast member explained that Goofy was blaming Donald. So when Danielle accused Donald of crashing Goofy’s motorcycle, he nodded his head and made hand motions to describe how it happened.

Tip: Pete’s Silly Sideshow in the Magic Kingdom is a great place to meet Goofy as the Great Goofini, Donald as a snake charmer, Minnie Mouse as a poodle trainer, and Daisy Duck as a fortune teller.

One of Alex’s favorite experiences was a wandering Stormtrooper during Star Wars Weekend at Hollywood Studios. Alex was so excited he handed the Stormtrooper a marker with the cap still on. The Stormtrooper looked at it, then raised his hand and knocked on Alex’s head, like it was empty! Alex looked at me and started laughing so hard he missed the Stormtrooper’s cue as to where to stand. When Alex ended up standing in the wrong spot for the photo, the Stormtrooper knocked on his head again! He kept shaking his head while he signed his autograph and then sternly posed with my still laughing child.

Tip: Make sure you start the video or take pictures as soon as the characters greet your child since these candid photos often turn out best. If I had waited for the traditional pose, I would have missed the shot of the Stormtrooper’s hand on Alex’s head. When children are very young, the looks on their faces when they first see a favorite character is priceless. It can also be priceless with older children as I found out when my 15 year old saw Baymax for the first time. You would have thought she was meeting Niall from One Direction the way her face lit up!

Pooh holds a special place in my heart because he was the only character to acknowledge my pregnancy on our first family trip — twice. During the Pooh character breakfast at the Crystal Palace in the Magic Kingdom, Pooh pointed to my large belly and then to his large belly, identifying our common bulge. At the greeting trails in the Animal Kingdom, Pooh pointed to my belly and then waved his hand up and down, suggesting he wanted to pat my belly. I said “yes” so he patted me with his huge furry paw. So… Alex got to meet his first character while he was still in the womb!

Chip and Dale are especially playful and even engage adults in the silliness. At the Liberty Tree Tavern, Chip played hide-and-seek with my husband. He snuck up behind Jason and pretended he wasn’t there. When Jason would look to the right, Chip would lean left. When Jason looked to the left, Chip leaned right — putting his hand to his mouth and silently giggling. He also wore my daughter’s hat when she put it on his head and paraded around with it. In Epcot, we met Chip and Dale wandering around, banging on trashcans and dancing to their own beat.

Tip: One thing that will receive special attention is wearing clothes that sport a Disney character or having Disney toys with you.

Minnie Mouse loved playing with my daughter’s mini Mickey and Minnie stuffed animals at the Liberty Tree Tavern and she pointed to the Minnie trading pins on my lanyard. Lilo covered her mouth in surprise as she saw Andy wearing a huge, stuffed Stitch hat at the ‘Ohana breakfast, and Stitch himself gave Andy an extra big hug. Tinkerbell and Minnie both pointed to the Peter Pan shirt Alex was wearing, with Tinker Bell asking Alex how Peter was doing. At the Animal Kingdom, Danielle wore her lion shirt from The Lion King on Broadway. When Baloo saw her, he held his arms in the air like Rafiki does with baby Simba. When Tarzan saw the bright yellow of Danielle’s lion shirt, he sniffed her and said, “You look like a big yellow banana.”

A special element with smaller children is the sheer size of the characters, which can translate into photos of headless children! I have many photos where characters with oversized heads lower them as they hug my children and all you can see is a child’s body with no head. Their heads have been “swallowed” by a giant Goofy head, by a Figment head in Epcot, or by a T. Rex head in the Animal Kingdom. Don’t worry about not seeing your children’s faces. The characters will always do a posed shot at the end of every experience.

Tip: Watch Disney movies and know the characters. This may sound obvious, but my husband and I could have won an award for the most ignorant parents on our first trip. We met the White Rabbit from Alice in Wonderland and forgot costumed characters cannot talk. So we asked him his name and he pointed to his white fur. We didn’t get it even after he kept pointing, so he finally covered his eyes with his big white paw and shook his head. I’m sure he enjoyed telling his fellow cast members that one!

While face characters usually have only one outfit (with the exception of Belle), costumed characters can have several, depending on the location or the occasion. Mickey Mouse has 175 different costumes! We have seen Mickey dressed in these costumes: Runner (beach party); Circus Performer (Festival of Fantasy parade); Colonial (Liberty Tree Tavern); Chef (Chef Mickey’s); Magician (Magician’s Theater); Overalls (Garden Grill Restaurant); Jedi (Star Wars Weekend); Traditional Safari (Animal Kingdom); Sorcerer, Steam Boat Willie, and Brave Little Tailor (Fantasmic!); Hawaiian (’Ohana breakfast); Holiday Clothes (Magic Kingdom parade at Christmas); Blue Tuxedo and Party Clothes (Magic Kingdom parades); Tuxedo (Visa photo taken at Epcot); Dinosaur Shirt (Donald’s Breakfastosaurus at Animal Kingdom); Colorful Explorer (Animal Kingdom parade); and 1940s suit (Disney Stars and Motorcars parade at Hollywood Studios).

We have also seen a Mexican Donald (Epcot); Circus Performers Donald, Daisy, Goofy, Minnie, Chip, and Dale (Festival of Fantasy parade at Magic Kingdom); French Poodle Trainer Minnie, Fortune Teller Daisy, Snake Charmer Donald, and Daredevil Goofy (Pete’s Silly Sideshow at the Magic Kingdom); Davy Crockett Donald and Cowboys Chip and Dale (Frontierland); Stormtrooper Donald, Jedi Goofy, and Leia Minnie (Hollywood Studios during Star Wars Weekend); Astronauts Goofy and Pluto (Dance party in Tomorrowland); and Pirate Goofy (Pirates of the Caribbean).

Your family can make it a game to see how many costumes you can find for each character. It also creates a challenge for those who already have a lot of character photos since you don’t really need to photograph Mickey every time you see him — just when he’s in a different outfit!

Animal Kingdom Nighttime Fun

Now that Animal Kingdom is open late and has an assortment of evening activities, it’s getting closer to being an all-day park. My favorite nighttime activity is the Tree of Life Awakening. Starting at dusk, the tree comes to life in sparkling light and beautiful colors every 10 minutes. The musical arrival of flickering fireflies ushers in one of several projection shows which are so captivating that you truly forget a giant tree is the background. I have viewed three of them, but the best incorporates Disney movies and characters.

The show begins with a burning candle and then a random assortment of animals appear on the tree, including a hummingbird, a caribou in winter, dinosaurs, and a gorilla. Next, the tree seems to transform into an ocean as the music turns into the Finding Nemo score. Nemo and his dad briefly swim across before the tree becomes a forest and a lone banshee flies across to the Avatar score.

The Jungle Book sequence is longer, as first Bagheera stalks across, then King Louie swings through the trees, followed by a stumbling Baloo. The music turns sinister as first Kaa slithers over a branch and then the face of Shere Khan practically covers the entire Tree of Life. The tree goes dark, with the exception of Shere Khan’s huge, glowing yellow eyes. These eyes herald the sun as giraffes parade across to Lion King music. A group of butterflies transform into another gigantic face, that of Mufasa. As he turns his head, the candle returns to signal the end.

Other shows include the story of two hummingbirds falling in love, a young deer following an owl guide through the forest, and a benevolent fox giving gifts to his forest friends. They are approximately five minutes long, though you will wish they were longer.

Tip: There are no times listed in the Times Guide for the Tree of Life Awakening. Just show up in front of the tree right as it turns dark. No seating is available as this is an open walkway through the park, but many people sit on the ground. Try to be as close to the tree as possible, however, as unaware guests will stand right in front of you.

Another aspect we enjoy is the Discovery Island Carnivale. Based on Carnivale celebrations around the world, it is truly a feast for the eyes and ears. The dance party begins on one end of Discovery Island as colorful musicians, stilt walkers, and dancers lead guests in a boisterous parade to the other end. The Viva Gaia Street Band is host to this calvalcade of performers dressed from head to toe in every bright color of the rainbow. Pointed Asian hats can be found on many, while others have grassy plumes or headdresses. The feathery stilt walkers and a woman wearing bird plumage reminded me of the costumes in the Festival of the Lion King. Guests dancing and clapping along are given wood handled streamers to wave and are invited to keep dancing as they reach the Discovery Island stage. The high-energy festivities continue for 20 minutes, but if you didn’t get enough, another party will soon follow. Just listen for the sounds of Latin drumming and you’ll know it’s almost time to get your groove on.

Probably the most advertised nighttime addition is Rivers of Light, a colorful water show complete with exotic music, brightly lit floats, dazzling water displays, and dancing laser projections. Despite these gushing descriptions, however, the show is somewhat of a disappointment. It doesn’t compare to other water shows, such as Fantasmic!, Illuminations, or Colors of Light from Disneyland. While the theme is harmony between animals and nature, in reality it is disjointed and has no plot. There is a lot of technology going on, but it seems to be just that—a display of what can be done technologically rather than a show that displays Disney magic and charm.

Set to a symphonic musical score, the show begins with two story­tellers who arrive on a boat lit with lanterns. These storytellers do not speak. They communicate through graceful dance and music to awaken the animal spirits to come: an African elephant with its baby, an Asian tiger, two great-horned owls, and a tropical turtle with a baby on its back. These huge, transparent animals are each on their own float and they change colors throughout the performance.

Other floats contain larger-than-life flowers that open up to allow water geysers or fire sprays to shoot out in synchronization with the music. Water screens contain never-before-seen footage from DisneyNature, including tigers pouncing, wild horses running, baby monkeys playing, and sea turtles swimming. The feature song, “We Are One,” is sung in a child’s high-pitched voice and is not always understandable except for the chorus.

Tip: This 15-minute show occurs once or twice per night in Asia near Expedition Everest. You can eat during the show, but you have to bring the food with you as none is sold in the amphitheater. The seats are concrete with no back so blankets or jackets to sit on come in handy. The second show is less crowded. I recommend it, as the show is not worth standing in line for over 10 minutes. Conversely, you can view the show from some of the bridges surrounding the water. This is your best bet as you beat the crowd out of the park.

Some cute items to make the show more interesting are the Made with Magic accessories, which light up and interact with select shows throughout Walt Disney World. Choices include an ear hat with white plastic ears, a Minnie Mouse pink headband, a sorcerer Mickey wand, and a Rivers of Light totem glow wand. The sorcerer wand and the totem wand can even let you change the color of other Made with Magic accessories. All items currently cost a whopping $28.17, but to me they are worth it. Your children can tap these accessories together to match colors and they flash to the beat at the following shows: Rivers of Light, Fantasmic! at Hollywood Studios, Happily Ever After fireworks and Once Upon a Time projection show at Magic Kingdom, and select concerts at the American Gardens Theater in Epcot. Guests can now further control these with Bluetooth and a Disney app.

Tip: If your kids wear the Mickey ear hats or the Minnie Mouse headband to a seated show such as Rivers of Light or Fantasmic!, be aware that others may not appreciate them as much as your children. We had small children behind us who could not see over the hats, so I had my kids take them off and put them in their laps. It actually worked well because then my kids could see the hats in action, watching them light up on cue to the music and special effects of the show.

A few other nighttime activities include riding Expedition Everest or Kali River Rapids in the dark, as well as Kilimanjaro Safaris. The safari is bathed in an orange light to simulate the setting sun and spotlights are on the animals to help guests see them. I have ridden Kilimanjaro Safaris countless times and finally saw the lions awake. They were still sitting on the same rock, but at least their eyes were open. The drivers tell different facts, mostly about the nocturnal habits of the animals, so you will learn something new. And we can’t forget seeing Pandora lit up in neon colors, which is truly spectacular, but also confusing as it is difficult to find your way around. We managed to get lost on the way from the Pongu Pongu drink stand to Flight of Passage, even thought the stand is located right next to Windtraders, the store Flight of Passage exits into.

Belle’s Enchanting Tale

Without a doubt, this is the most elaborately themed meet and greet for any character at Walt Disney World, complete with four rooms of props and a magical mirror. Using a FastPass+, we missed the first room, though they told us we wouldn’t miss anything. I have read this room is designed as Maurice’s cottage, with pictures of Belle growing up on the wall and her books scattered everywhere. The second room, and the room we entered, was Maurice’s workshop. Filled with an assortment of his wooden gadgets, including the plans for each, it is fun to imagine what it would be like if these gadgets truly existed. It also celebrates what Walt Disney is most known for: an active imagination.

The best part, however, is the magic mirror. At first, it looks like an ordinary mirror with an ornate gold frame. But shortly after the cast member talks to the mirror, it lights up a greenish color. Then, smoke enshrouds the mirror, and when it disappears, there is a golden framed doorway for guests to walk through. Looking closely, I could tell how it worked, but I won’t spoil the fun!

Once through the mirror, you are in a room containing a giant-size, talking wardrobe named Madame Wardrobe. Inside the wardrobe are flat, plastic props on sticks that guests can hold in front of their faces. A cast member announces the parts and then chooses guests who are raising their hand to participate. Some of the roles include Beast, Chip and Mrs. Potts, Horse and Footstool, two knights, prison bars, and laughing picture frames. If more guests want to participate, they will bring out props such as plates, forks, and spoons. Once everyone has a part, the cast member briefly helps them rehearse for the play that will be presented to Belle in the next room, the library. Most of the parts were given to children, though the knights were men and Mrs. Potts and the laughing frames were women. The young woman who played Mrs. Potts was more excited than any of the children, and it was fun to hear her gush about the experience on our way out.

The library is a huge room with benches for seating, a wall of pretend books (12,000 spines are visible, none of them attached to real books, I’m assuming) and a fireplace with a brightly-lit, talking Lumière. As the lights dim, Belle walks in and everyone yells, “Surprise!” After she feigns astonishment, the play begins. It turned out that most of the small children were too shy to really say their lines, and the Beast chickened out and had to be replaced by a little girl, but it was still enjoyable to watch. After the Beast danced alone with Belle (an incentive to play the Beast), every participant posed for an individual photo with Belle, and received an autographed bookmark. One tiny girl, the only brave one among the bunch, was completely mesmerized by Belle and didn’t want to leave after her photo. She kept babbling to Belle and giving her hugs. It was so precious I thought I would cry! My kids are way past that stage, so it was fun to see someone else’s child who truly believed she was meeting a princess.

Birthday Bonanza

Many cast members at Walt Disney World go out of their way to make birthdays special, as we found out on our daughter’s 8th birthday. First, the hotel gave her a personalized birthday button to wear around the parks. We had Danielle wear it three days because she enjoyed the attention and the extra perks!

At the Magic Kingdom, she got a free pin from a cast member on the raft to Tom Sawyer Island. That was her very first pin in what would become a large and growing collection. Another cast member gave her two matching Tinker Bell pins, one for her and one for a friend. She immediately gave it to her friend who was vacationing with us and who had given Danielle a Pooh birthday pin earlier in the day.

At Epcot, the Japanese cast member at the Japan Kidcot stop made her an origami animal. A German cashier at the Germany pavilion let Danielle use his phone to listen to a birthday message from Goofy. At Hollywood Studios, she got a coupon for a free ice cream treat, which was a great excuse for the whole family to get Mickey Mouse ice cream bars — not that an excuse is ever needed! She also got extra attention from the characters during parades, as they would always stop by to say “Happy Birthday” or shake her hand.

Character meals also do special things for birthdays. At Cinderella’s Royal Table, Danielle got a cupcake with a candle. She felt very honored and took her wish seriously. She also got a beautiful certificate addressed to Princess Danielle that was signed by the princesses. At Chef Mickey’s, the wait staff sang “Happy Birthday” as everyone in the restaurant waved their cloth napkins in the air. Danielle got a laminated placemat signed by Mickey and friends, along with a Mickey cupcake.

On her 16th birthday, Danielle received a free custard dessert from Raglan Road in Downtown Disney and a free chocolate pudding with sprinkles from the Pinocchio House in the Magic Kingdom. We didn’t do any character meals and she didn’t receive any free random treats or pins. We have noticed that more and more guests are wearing pins now, from “1st Visit” to “Just Engaged” to a generic “I’m Celebrating.” So, she did hear “Happy Birthday” from practically every cast member we passed, but did not receive as many free items.

Speaking of birthdays, Walt Disney’s is December 5, 1901. Mickey Mouse’s birthday is Nov. 18, 1928. Disneyland opened on July 17, 1955, and celebrated it’s 60th anniversary in 2015. The Magic Kingdom in Walt Disney World opened on October 1, 1971. I’m hoping for a grand celebration for it’s 50th birthday in 2021!

Tip: If you are not staying at a Disney hotel, get a birthday button at any Guest Relations office at the front of the parks. In the Magic Kingdom, that’s City Hall. Tell your waiter at any sit down restaurant as well.

Conversations with Crush

Turtle Talk with Crush is a hidden gem tucked away at the Seas pavilion in Epcot. Feeling only a little awkward with no small children in tow, just a preteen and a teenager, I made my way to the back of the theater as my “older than the average” children sat toward the front. Facing a gigantic screen that looked like a viewing window in an aquarium, the whole room cheered as the animated, surfer-talking (“dude”) turtle swam into view. It became quickly apparent that this was not a rehearsed or scripted show as Crush began addressing children by name, or by identifying them by the color of their “shell” (I mean, clothing). The look of surprise on many of the children’s faces when they realized he was talking right to them was priceless. Crush would swim left or right so that he was directly in front of whomever he was talking to, and he made appropriate facial expressions, making it even more personal. His voice was exactly like that of Crush in the Finding Nemo movie.

We were happy to see that he not only singled out young children, he also answered questions from older children and adults. After reading about Turtle Talk with Crush in a guidebook, Alex asked Crush to name his children — all 65 of them. While he didn’t name ALL of them, he did list Me-shell, Her-shell, Our-shell, Ro-shell and Shell-by. He said his twins’ names were Cheech and Chong and his triplets’ names were Mary, Kate and Ashley. His teenagers were, of course, Donatello, Leonardo, Michaelangelo, and Raphael. His youngest child’s name was Squirt (from the movie) and 35 of them were all named Crush, Jr.! Listening to him with his Australian accent, we thought we would fall over laughing at the silly names.

It was also cute how Crush addressed Alex when he raised his hand to ask a question. Crush looked at Alex and said, “You, with the curly noggin.” To me, that was a polite way of saying, “You, with the messy mop on your head!” The cast members responsible for this magic are very good at making spur of the moment, impromptu responses to all types of questions and it is never the same show twice.

Cultural Vibes in Animal Kingdom

Although we are usually in such a big hurry to see the shows or ride the headliner attractions, one visit we made it a priority to watch the smaller musical acts. Our favorite was DJ Anaan, billed as an authentic cultural dance and street party. I would say it is more like a crash course on Bali dancing. Set out in the middle of a walkway in Asia, a DJ plays traditional Indonesian music, while two females in brightly colored dress rhythmically sway back and forth, moving their arms gracefully to the beat. Guests are allowed to join in at any time and Danielle surprised me by taking her place among them. She enjoyed learning the moves and lasted through a couple of songs before the heat got the best of her.

We also loved the Viva Gaia Street Band, dubbed as a colorful multi-cultural music troupe. Their performance was set back off a path on Discovery Island, but it wasn’t hard to find them due to the volume. Consisting of four musicians (one acoustic guitar, one electric guitar, one drum, and one electric keyboard), one dancer, and one stilt walker, they played fun American tunes and what sounded to me
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Xtras (Stuff That Doesn’t Fit Anywhere Else!)


	Citizens of Hollywood — These street performers entertain guests on Sunset and Hollywood Boulevards. We had the privilege to see three men pretending to be plumbers in a Three Stooges-type act. One man was the leader, with the other two being inept employees who never understood the leader’s idioms. Bystanders continually got wet as the plumbers tried to soak a nearby tree with a “cleanser”. Other performers lead activities such as spelling bees and dating games.

	Discovery Island Trails — There are several small animal trails near the Tree of Life at the Animal Kingdom. They are often overlooked amidst the bigger attractions, but they hold some animal-watching gems. Tucked away in a shady, quiet area were our favorites: a few frolicking kangaroos. These kangaroos were very active, not only hopping around, but also wrestling each other atop their oversized feet. Another fascinating animal on these trails is the cotton-top tamarin. Tamarins are small little monkeys that weigh less than one pound. They were also very active and loud and Alex enjoyed watching them so much that we left him on the trail for a while so we could go pin trading in the nearby shops.

	Freebies — Buttons (anniversary, birthday, first visit, family reunion, celebrating, just married, and just engaged), certificate and button from the trivia quiz at One Man’s Dream, character autographs, chocolate samples from Ghiradelli at Disney Springs, coke from Club Cool, email postcards from Mission: SPACE and Test Track, Kidcot creations from World Showcase, map from Pirate’s Adventure at the Magic Kingdom, Sorcerers of the Magic Kingdom cards, and Wilderness Explorers Handbook from Animal Kingdom.

	MagicBand Ride Personalizations —Keep an eye out while riding attractions, standing in a queue, or exiting an attractions for your name to show up (courtesy of MagicBand technology). At “it’s a small world,” one of the goodbye signs at the end read Goodbye Danielle and Nicole. In the Expedition Everest queue, Danielle’s name was featured on a poster advertising her expertise as a river raft guide. At the exit of Rock ‘n’ Roller Coaster, my name was featured on a record disc located on the wall. Ask cast members where additional personalizations can be found.

	Talking Trashcans and Aliens — At the Electric Umbrella restaurant in Epcot, there is a talking trash can. Located near the condiment stand, this trashcan will squeal with delight as it talks about eating French Fries with ketchup. It has many other silly phrases, so push the lid multiple times if you want to hear them all. At the Magic Kingdom, Sonny Eclipse is an alien piano player located at Cosmic Ray’s Starlight Cafe. Not only does he play music, including the theme song from “it’s a small world”, he also tells Disney-related jokes.
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