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Preface

In Hakim’s First Hajj, young readers will join Hakim, a curious and eager boy, on his transformative journey to Mecca for the sacred pilgrimage of Hajj. 

The story is more than just an account of the physical journey—it explores the profound spiritual and emotional transformation that comes with engaging in the rituals of Hajj. Through Hakim’s eyes, children will discover the meaning behind the Tawaf, the journey between Safa and Marwah, the stoning of the devil, and the sacrifice on Eid al-Adha. These timeless acts of faith become opportunities for reflection, unity, and growth. Hakim’s story aims to inspire children to understand the significance of sacrifice, humility, and devotion in a way that resonates with their own lives. 

This book also helps children grasp the unity of the global Muslim community, teaching the values of empathy, gratitude, and spiritual commitment in their everyday actions.
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Chapter 1: The Exciting News
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Hakim was playing with his toys in the living room when he heard the sound of his mother calling him. He ran to the kitchen, where his parents were sitting at the table, a big smile on both of their faces. His father waved him over, and Hakim could feel that something special was about to happen.

"Come here, Hakim," his father said, "we have something very exciting to tell you."

Hakim’s eyes grew wide. He loved surprises! What could it be? Was it a new toy? A trip to the park? Maybe even a puppy? He rushed over and stood beside the table, eager to hear what was going on.

His mother smiled warmly and put her hand on his shoulder. "Hakim," she said softly, "we have been talking with your father, and we have some very important news to share with you. This year, we are going to Mecca."

Hakim blinked. Mecca? Where was that? He had heard the name before but didn’t really know much about it. His parents had mentioned it in passing, but they hadn’t talked about it in detail.

"We’re going to Mecca for Hajj," his father added.

Hakim’s mind raced. "Hajj?" he repeated the word slowly, not sure if he had heard it correctly. "What’s that? Is it a fun place?"

His parents chuckled. "It’s much more than just a fun place, Hakim," his mother explained. "Hajj is one of the most special journeys for Muslims. It’s a pilgrimage that we make to the holy city of Mecca, in Saudi Arabia, to perform certain rituals that bring us closer to Allah."

Hakim tilted his head to the side, trying to understand. "But why Mecca?" he asked. "What makes it so special?"

His father looked at him thoughtfully. "Mecca is the holiest city in Islam. It’s where the Kaaba, the most sacred structure for Muslims, is located. Hajj is a journey that Muslims take to show their love for Allah and to fulfill an important duty in our faith."

Hakim’s curiosity grew. "So, we’re going to see the Kaaba?" he asked, his eyes wide with wonder.

"Yes, exactly," his mother said with a nod. "The Kaaba is where all Muslims face when they pray, no matter where they are in the world. And during Hajj, millions of people gather from all over the world to perform the pilgrimage together. It’s an experience like no other."

Hakim’s mind buzzed with excitement. He could hardly imagine what it would be like to be in a place so important. "How long will we be there?" he asked.

His father smiled. "Hajj lasts for several days, Hakim. During that time, we will perform special prayers and rituals that have been passed down for generations. We’ll walk around the Kaaba, pray at a place called Arafat, and take part in many other sacred acts."

Hakim’s heart started to race with excitement. "That sounds amazing! But how do we get there? Do we ride on a plane?"

His parents laughed at his enthusiasm. "Yes, we will take a plane, Hakim," his mother said. "It will be a long journey, but it will be worth it."

"How many people go on Hajj?" Hakim asked, already imagining a crowd of pilgrims walking together in the streets of Mecca.

"Millions," his father answered. "People from every country, speaking every language, all coming together to worship Allah. It’s one of the largest gatherings of people in the world."

Hakim tried to picture all those people. "It sounds like a big party," he said, though he knew it was more serious than that.

"It’s not a party, Hakim," his father explained. "Hajj is a spiritual journey. It’s about showing our devotion to Allah and learning important lessons about patience, humility, and kindness. People come together to pray, to forgive one another, and to strengthen their faith."

Hakim’s mind was full of questions, but the one question that kept popping up was: "What will I do when we get there?"

His mother smiled gently. "You will do everything we do, Hakim. You will walk around the Kaaba, pray at Arafat, and participate in the rituals of Hajj. And along the way, you will learn many important lessons about faith and life."

Hakim was silent for a moment, taking it all in. "It sounds like a big adventure," he said, his voice full of wonder. "I’m excited to go, but I still don’t understand everything. I want to learn more about it."

His parents nodded, happy that he was so eager to learn. "We will teach you everything you need to know, Hakim," his mother promised. "And the more you learn, the more you will appreciate the importance of Hajj."

Hakim smiled, feeling a mix of excitement and curiosity. This was going to be the adventure of a lifetime, and he couldn’t wait to experience it all. The idea of going to Mecca, walking around the Kaaba, and being a part of something so big and important made his heart swell with anticipation.

He looked at his parents with a big grin. "When do we leave?"

His father laughed. "We still have some time to prepare, but it will be soon. We’ll make sure you’re ready for the journey."
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Chapter 2: Preparing for the Journey
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The excitement of going to Mecca stayed with Hakim all through the week. Every morning, he woke up with a smile, remembering what his parents had told him about Hajj. He had so many questions, but he was also eager to start preparing for the journey ahead.

One evening, as the sun set and the air grew cool, Hakim’s father gathered the family in the living room. A large suitcase was open on the floor, and piles of clothes were spread out beside it. His mother was folding clothes neatly, and his older sister, Mariam, was helping by packing toiletries.

"We need to make sure we have everything for our trip to Mecca," his father said, his voice calm but excited. "There are some very special clothes we will wear for Hajj, and it’s important that we pack carefully."

Hakim’s eyes widened. "What kind of clothes, Baba?" he asked. He had always seen his parents wear beautiful, special clothes for prayers, but he had never seen anything like what his father was talking about.

His mother smiled and handed him a white piece of cloth. "This, my dear, is called Ihram," she explained. "It’s the special clothing we wear when we perform Hajj. For men, it consists of two simple white cloths. One is wrapped around the waist, and the other drapes over the shoulder. It’s a symbol of purity and equality before Allah."

Hakim touched the soft cloth, intrigued. "Why white?" he asked.

"White represents purity, cleanliness, and a fresh start," his father explained. "When we wear the Ihram, we leave behind all the distractions of the world. It’s as if we are born again, free from sin and focused only on worship."

Hakim was impressed. He had never thought about clothing in such a deep way. "But it looks so simple," he said, feeling the cloth in his hands. "Why don’t we wear something fancy for such an important journey?"

His mother looked at him kindly. "The simplicity of Ihram reminds us that, no matter who we are or what we own, we are all equal in the eyes of Allah. When we stand before Him, there’s no difference between us—whether we are rich or poor, young or old. We all wear the same clothes, showing our humility and submission to Allah."

Hakim nodded, understanding a little more now. His father continued packing the suitcase with careful hands. "We also need to bring other things for the trip, like our prayer rugs, travel documents, and any medicine we might need. It’s important to be prepared for the long journey."

Hakim went to his room and pulled out his backpack. He was determined to help. He placed his favorite book, a small notebook, and some pencils inside, just in case he wanted to write or draw along the way. He also packed a few snacks, thinking that they might be useful during the long flights.

His mother entered the
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