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The vision of the four horsemen of the Apocalypse - chapter six in the Bibles last book – Revelation, is for a specific time in the progress of World history. The horsemen can be loosely described as war, famine, plague and pestilence, death and hell. Although, if you read the chapter you will find a lot more is involved than those descriptions. Many people today are familiar with the contents of the book Of Revelation through the Left Behind fiction series, which had sales of 80 million. 

Jesus gave what amounts to a brief summary of the book of Revelation, recorded in Mathews Gospel chapter twenty-four. Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He has never spoken a word that is not truth nor given a prediction that has not come to pass. Despite our best efforts we have always had, and according to Jesus, will always have, wars, famines, plagues and pestilence brought about by the majorities desire to live independently of God in the world. Saint Paul described that majority as being...”without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” (Ephesians chapter 2 verse 12)

Speaking about these things Jesus said, “And you will hear of wars and rumours of wars. See that you are not troubled for all these things must come to pass. But the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. All these things are the beginning of sorrows.” (Mathew chapter 24 verses 5-8) Definitely bad news. Paradoxically the very fact Jesus was here to tell us these things is good news. More on that later in the book. The four horsemen will arrive in full force in the time period Jesus calls “the end”. Although we are living in the time period Jesus called “the beginning of sorrows,” it is almost certain we are near, or at the end, of that period. Almost 2000 years have passed since Jesus spoke these things to His disciples. In that time His words have been fulfilled over and over in multiplied sorrows. Countless wars, innumerable famines, earthquakes, and plagues and pestilence almost continuously. Each of those wars, every famine, every pestilence, plague and earthquake, was/is the harbinger, the indicator, the forewarning, the sound, of the approaching horsemen. 

God told the Prophet Daniel much about the history and future of the world. Chapter twelve verse four of the Old Testament book of Daniel, has this statement; “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end, many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” A distinction of the – time of the end – is that many will run to and fro and knowledge will increase. A better description of our day you could not find. Millions (before this virus outbreak) travel globally, we run to and fro in our cars, and the advance of knowledge has reached a peak, with the internet a major vehicle of that.  
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Jesus started Mathew chapter 24 by telling His disciples of the coming destruction of the Jewish temple in Jerusalem. His prediction was fulfilled in 70 A.D. when the Romans overran Jerusalem destroying the city and the temple in the war against the Jewish rebel Zealots, who had formed a Government in opposition to the Roman occupation. History provides ample evidence of wars, nation against nation, and kingdom against kingdom from the time of Christ to our present day. Of famines, pestilences (outbreaks of severe rapidly spreading disease) and earthquakes there have been many. 

Ten percent of the population of the Roman Empire perished during the Antonine plague, probably smallpox, which swept through the four points of the compass in A.D.165-180. In 1852 John Radcliffe of the Leeds School of Medicine wrote a book recording pestilences, famines and earthquakes in the British Isles from earliest times. Here is a brief list from the book. England A.D. 61 severe famine – A.D. 88 pestilence -  A.D. 110 severe earthquake – A.D. 133 a great drought – A.D. 211 pestilence and earthquake – A.D. 293 famine and pestilence – A.D. 325 severe famine and pestilence – A.D. 336,355,358,362,367,368,375 – disease, famine and earthquake. Scotland A.D. 92 pestilence – A.D. 146 pestilence – A.D. 222 pestilence. Wales A.D. 114 pestilence – A.D. 310 pestilence – A.D. 336 – 375 pestilence, famine, earthquake. Italy A.D.174 a great pestilence. In the fifth century rapidly spreading outbreaks of disease prevailed across Asia, Africa, Europe, England and Scotland. Multiplied thousands perished in these devastations. Many books would be filled in recording the global incidences of these sorrows through history to the present day. The Irish potato famine 1845 – 1849, the great bubonic plague of London, and the 1918 flu epidemic which killed 20 million worldwide, are three most of us are aware of. 

In the latter part of history we have had to deal with Anthrax, Malaria, Typhoid, Yellow fever, Scarlet fever, Diphtheria, Tuberculosis, West Nile virus, Syphilis, Smallpox, Rabies, Rubella, Hepatitis, Mumps, Viral Meningitis, Measles, Herpes, Legionnaires Disease, Dengue fever, Botulism, Polio, and many more. It is reported some of the old infections are re-emerging through laxness or mutation. Re-emerging diseases include Malaria, Tuberculosis, Cholera, Pertussis (whooping cough), Influenza, Pneumococcal disease, Gonorrhoea and Polio.
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Although we know many of histories devastating diseases were the result of ignorance regarding sanitation, personal hygiene and accurate medical knowledge, we should not let those facts obscure a deeper problem. In a word - viruses. All epidemics of serious disease past and present were/are the manifestation of virus infection. Viruses are an entrenched unchanging menace to life on earth. Following are quotes from scientific sources that give an overview of what is known of viruses

Quotes***

The evolutionary history of viruses represents a fascinating, albeit murky, topic for virologists and cell biologists. Because of the great diversity among viruses, biologists have struggled with how to classify these entities and how to relate them to the conventional tree of life. They may represent genetic elements that gained the ability to move between cells. They may represent previously free-living organisms that became parasites. They may be the precursors of life as we know it. (David R Wessner PHD)

Where Did Viruses Come From? There is much debate among virologists about this question. Three main hypotheses have been articulated: 1. The progressive, or escape hypothesis states that viruses arose from genetic elements that gained the ability to move between cells; 2. the regressive, or reduction hypothesis asserts that viruses are remnants of cellular organisms; and 3. the virus-first hypothesis states that viruses predate or coevolved with their current cellular hosts.  (David R Wessner PHD)

To date, no clear explanation for the origin(s) of viruses exists. Viruses may have arisen from mobile genetic elements that gained the ability to move between cells. They may be descendants of previously free-living organisms that adapted a parasitic replication strategy. Perhaps viruses existed before, and led to the evolution of, cellular life. Continuing studies may provide us with clearer answers. Or future studies may reveal that the answer is even murkier than it now appears. (David R Wessner PHD)

These studies have shown us that viruses do not have a single origin; that is, they did not all arise from one single virus that changed and evolved into all the viruses we know today. Viruses probably have a number of independent origins, almost certainly at different times. (theconversation.com May 29, 2018)

New coronavirus -  so what do we think happened in the case of SARS-CoV-2? Recent analysis of the genome suggest that the virus had been circulating in a similar form to today for approximately 40 years. The closest relative of the virus that we can identify is one found in bats. However, this virus and SARS-CoV-2 probably shared a common ancestor approximately 40-70 years ago, and so this bat virus is not the cause of the outbreak.

Although these viruses share a common ancestor, 40 years of evolution since then has separated them. This means that SARS-CoV-2 may have jumped to humans from bats, or it may have come via an intermediate species. Closely related viruses have been found in pangolins, for example. But the exact path of the genetically distinct SARS-CoV-2 will remain a mystery until we are able
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