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​Introduction
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God gave ministries and gifts to the Church for its edification and growth. Understanding these ministries and gifts is important to their administration and acceptance. 

In the Comparative Ministry Study Series, an analysis of the ministry gifts and how they function together is presented. It is our prayer that this will  aid the believer in receiving these gifts with understanding.

In this publication 

In this book, we will briefly examine the revelatory gifts, their functions, their differences, and how they work together. We will discuss: 

1) Prophecy vs. The Word of Knowledge

2) Prophecy vs. The Word of Wisdom

3) Prophecy vs. Discerning of Sprits

4) Prophecy and The Revelatory Gifts

It is our prayer that the information presented will develop a greater understanding of how these gifts complement one another in the Church.
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​Chapter 1

Understanding the Confusion
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The gift of prophecy is unique. Unlike other gifts, the gift of prophecy has a personal tone in its operation. 

In both Testaments, the individuals who prophesied prefaced their statements with “Thus says the Lord,” or “The Lord says.” These statements reflect the personal involvement of God in man’s affairs. 

However, other gifts of the Spirit have  been  called  prophecy when they are not. 

In my book, “The Prophetic Mantle,” the mishaps in the prophetic caused by bad prophetic ministry were discussed. Now, we will diffuse the prophetic confusion. We will examine the gift of prophecy versus the other revelatory gifts.

For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge  by the same Spirit. To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning  of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues. (I Corinthians 12:8, 10)

THE ANOUNCEMENT

It is commonplace today for a believer to walk up to a brother or sister and say, “I have a word for you.” Oftentimes, the individual saying it has no clue what that means. As  soon as we hear this expression, we  think  that  a word of prophecy is to follow. 

THE DISAPPOINTMENT

How many of us have been disappointed when it was something we already knew, or they only told us something that we should do? This was because they did not realize they had no word of prophecy, but only a word of knowledge or a word of wisdom. 

The gift of prophecy is often confused with the operation of the revelation gifts. They are the word of knowledge, the word of wisdom, and the discerning of spirits. As we examine each of these gifts, we will explain each gift, how each differs from the gift of prophecy, and how each works alongside the gift of prophecy.
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​Chapter 2

Prophecy vs. the Word of Knowledge
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The word of knowledge is a gift where the Spirit of God reveals facts about individuals and situations from the mind of God. I believe we all have experienced this gift in one form or another. 

Many times when you know something is going to happen or when you just “know” something about an individual or situation without any outside  influence; it is usually  a 

manifestation of this gift.

RESPECT THE ORDINARY

When we consider the gifts of the Spirit, we feel that when God reveals something, it should be extraordinary. However, we have numerous examples in scripture where God would reveal common things to His people. Therefore, when this gift manifests today outside of a ministry setting, believers overlook it occasionally.

Facts revealed through the word of knowledge may deal with things in the past and present. Let us now examine the operation of this gift in scripture.

At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick. And Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, I pray thee, and disguise thyself, that thou be not known to be the wife of Jeroboam; and  get thee to Shiloh: behold, there is Ahijah the prophet, which told me that I should be king over this people. And take with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, and a cruse of honey, and go to him: he shall tell thee what shall become of the child. And Jeroboam's wife did so, and arose, and went to Shiloh, and came to the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah could not see; for his eyes were set by reason of his age. And the Lord said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee for her son; for he is sick: thus and thus shalt thou say unto her: for it shall be, when she cometh in, that she shall feign herself to be another woman. (I Kings 14:1-5)

Even though Ahijah was a prophet, God spoke to him through the word of knowledge. God revealed facts to him about the situation. He told him that Jeroboam’s son was sick, his wife was coming, and she was pretending to be another woman. 

RESPECT THE DISTINCTION

Today, if someone has this type of information concerning a situation, we mistakenly call it prophecy. Again, the word of knowledge is just what it  says – knowledge concerning certain individuals and situations.

The word of knowledge differs from prophecy in one main way. The word of knowledge only gives us information concerning a circumstance or situation. 

However, the gift of prophecy introduces us to God’s perspective on the facts in the circumstance or situation. 

Much of the weak prophecy in the Church is usually a manifestation of the word of knowledge masking as prophecy. The word of knowledge normally comes as the set-up for the gift of prophecy to operate.
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​Chapter 3

Prophecy vs. the Word of Wisdom
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The word of wisdom is very  similar to the word of knowledge, but its function is broader. The word of wisdom gives us insight into the  plan of God and shows us how to  apply the word of knowledge or prophecy. 

WISDOM OF GOD

It does what it says; it brings God’s wisdom into an individual’s life or situation. It also brings us into God’s eternal purpose. Consider Christ’s words,

Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall slay and persecute. (Luke 11:49)

Jesus spoke of God’s plan through the word of wisdom. The word of wisdom oftentimes speaks of future events in the mind of God. 

WISDOM TO MEN

The word of wisdom sometimes appears in the form of a warning, telling us what we should or should not do. The scriptures give an excellent example of this:

Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul admonished them, And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our lives. Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon rocks, they cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day. And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, when they had let down the boat into the sea
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