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Chapter One: Why Students Lose Marks in Essays (Even When They Know the Content)
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Why This Chapter Matters

Many students walk into exams and assignment submissions fully prepared — yet still score poorly.

They know the content.
They studied hard.
They revised thoroughly.
But when the results come back, the grades are lower than expected.

Why?

Because knowing the content is not enough.

To score highly, students must also know how to structure their answers in a way that examiners reward.

This chapter explains:

	Why students lose easy marks

	What examiners actually look for

	How structure alone can dramatically improve grades




1. The Biggest Academic Myth: “If I Know the Content, I Will Score Well.”

This is the most dangerous belief students carry.

In reality:

Exams do not test what you know.
They test how well you communicate what you know.
Many students:

	Write long answers

	Include correct facts

	Show understanding


But still lose marks because:

	Their ideas are disorganized

	Their answers lack clarity

	Their arguments are poorly structured




Example

Question: Explain three causes of unemployment.

Student A (Unstructured Answer): 
Writes everything they remember — definitions, examples, history, extra details.
Result:
❌ Examiner struggles to find clear points
❌ Marks lost
Student B (Structured Answer):

	Cause 1 → Explanation → Example

	Cause 2 → Explanation → Example

	Cause 3 → Explanation → Example


Result: 
✅ Clear
✅ Easy to mark
✅ Higher score
Same knowledge. Different structure. Very different grades.



2. What Examiners Actually Look For

Examiners do not reward:

	Length

	Fancy vocabulary

	Complex sentences


They reward:

	Clear structure

	Logical flow

	Relevant points

	Direct answers


The Examiner’s Question Is Simple:

Can I easily find the correct answers?

If yes → high marks
If no → low marks



3. The Three Main Reasons Students Lose Marks

1. Poor Structure

	No clear introduction

	Ideas mixed

	Weak conclusions

	Random paragraphs




2. Misunderstanding the Question

Many students:

	Write everything they know

	Instead of answering what was asked


Example

Question: Discuss two effects of inflation.

Wrong approach:

	Defining inflation

	Explaining causes

	Writing history


Correct approach:

	Two effects

	Clear explanation

	Relevant examples




3. Weak Paragraph Development

Many paragraphs:

	Lack of explanation

	Have no examples

	Do not link to the question


This leads to: 
❌ Half marks
❌ Lost grades



4. Why Simple Structures Beat Complex Writing

Students often believe:

“If I sound intelligent, I will score higher.”

This is false.

Examiners prefer:

	Simple language

	Clear sentences

	Logical flow


Golden Rule of Academic Writing

Clarity beats complexity. Always.

Simple writing = easy marking = higher grades



5. The Hidden Power of Essay Structure

Structure:

	Organizes ideas

	Improves clarity

	Increases speed

	Boosts confidence


Students who master structure:

	Write faster

	Think clearer

	Score higher




6. Why Structure Works Across All Subjects

Essay structure improves:

	English

	History

	Geography

	Biology

	Business

	Economics

	Sociology

	Political science


Structure is universal.



7. The Student Transformation That Happens With Structure

Before structure:

	Confused

	Slow writing

	Low confidence

	Low marks


After structure:

	Clear thinking

	Fast writing

	High confidence

	Higher grades




Chapter One – Key Points Review

✔ Knowing content alone is not enough
✔ Exams reward structure and clarity
✔ Poor structure causes major mark loss
✔ Examiners want clear, logical answers
✔ Simple writing scores higher
✔ Structure works across all subjects



Chapter One – Action Plan

Step 1: Change Your Writing Mindset

Replace:

“I must write a lot.”

With:

“I must write clearly and logically.”



Step 2: Start Thinking in Structure

Before writing:

	Introduction

	Body points

	Conclusion




Step 3: Practice Clarity Over Complexity

	Short sentences

	Clear points

	Simple explanations




Step 4: Prepare to Learn Simple Essay Systems

In the next chapters, you will learn:

	Exact essay structures

	Paragraph writing formulas

	Exam-time writing strategies


These systems will transform your grades.
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Chapter Two: Understanding Essay Questions and Command Words (How to Answer Exactly What Examiners Want)
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Why This Chapter Matters

One of the biggest reasons students lose marks is not poor knowledge — it is answering the wrong question.

Many students:

	Misinterpret questions

	Miss key instructions

	Write long answers that don’t meet the examiner’s expectations


As a result, even good content earns low marks.

This chapter will teach you how to:

	Break down any essay question

	Understand command words

	Identify exactly what examiners want

	Avoid writing irrelevant information


Mastering this skill can instantly increase your grades by 15–30%.



1. Why Students Misunderstand Essay Questions

Students often:

	Read questions too quickly

	Panic and rush

	Focus only on keywords

	Ignore command words


Example

Question: 
Discuss two effects of inflation on consumers.
Many students write:

	Definition of inflation

	Causes of inflation

	Government control measures


All of this is irrelevant.

The question asks for:
👉 Two effects
👉 On consumers
Everything else wastes time and costs marks.



2. The Simple 3-Step Question Breakdown Method

Every essay question has three hidden parts:

	Topic – What is the subject?

	Command word – What are you required to do?

	Scope – How much and in what way?




Example Breakdown

Question: 
Explain three causes of unemployment in developing countries.
	Topic: Unemployment

	Command word: Explain

	Scope: Three causes + developing countries


This tells you exactly:

	What to write

	How to write

	How much to write




3. The Most Important Command Words You Must Master

Command words tell you how to answer.



DEFINE

Means: Give the meaning

Example:
Define photosynthesis.
Answer: 
A short, clear definition — no explanation, no examples.



STATE / LIST / IDENTIFY

Means: Give brief answers only

Example: 
State two functions of the liver.
Answer:

	Detoxification

	Storage of glycogen


No explanations needed.



DESCRIBE

Means: Give details

You must:

	Explain what it is

	How it works




EXPLAIN

Means: Give reasons + how + why

Use: 
Point → Explanation → Example



DISCUSS

Means:

	Explain in detail

	Give multiple points

	Show depth


Used in:

	Long essays

	High-mark questions




COMPARE

Means:

	Show similarities

	Show differences


Use:

	Similarities

	Differences




ANALYZE

Means:

	Break into parts

	Explain relationships

	Show deeper understanding




EVALUATE / ASSESS

Means:

	Give advantages

	Give disadvantages

	Make judgment




4. The Most Common Student Mistake: Ignoring the Command Word

Students focus on:

	Topic


But ignore:

	Command word


This causes: 
❌ Wrong answer format
❌ Lost marks



Example

Question: 
Evaluate the impact of social media on education.
Wrong:

	Only listing advantages


Correct:

	Advantages

	Disadvantages

	Final judgment




5. Understanding Mark Allocation

Marks guide your depth.

Simple Rule

	2–4 marks: Short, direct answer

	5–8 marks: Medium explanation

	10–20 marks: Full structured essay


Always match length + depth to marks.



6. The Hidden Instruction Words

Watch out for

	Two / Three / Four → exact number of points

	Main / Major / Key → most important points

	Briefly / Outline → short explanation

	In detail / Fully → deep explanation
















	Underline the topic

	Circle the command word

	Box the scope










	Overwrite

	Underwrite






	Poor answers

	Into structured, command-based answers
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