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A wonderful recovery of Scripture truth began in the 16th century in the movement generally known as the Reformation. We owe a great debt, under God, to the Reformers and to the martyrs who laid down their lives in the cause of truth. The Reformers restored Scripture to its rightful place as the supreme authority for Christian doctrine and practice.

The recovery of truth initiated by the Reformers did not end there. It was followed by gradual, if less spectacular, progress in the succeeding centuries. By the early 19th century men raised up by God applied their vast learning and spiritual insight to the study of Scripture prophecy. They discerned the framework of the future purposes of God which is so necessary to the right dividing of the Word of truth. The truths of the Church, the Body of Christ, the coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ and related events, were once more seen in proper perspective. The Bible became a new book to many in this golden age of Scripture exposition.

Towards the end of the 19th century there was considerable exercise towards the recovery of scriptural principles of church fellowship. Prevailing ideas in Christendom on ‘the Church’ were far removed from apostolic simplicity and purity. Many believers came to see that ‘the Church which is Christ's Body’ and ‘churches of God’ were not synonymous terms and that to confuse them was to obscure an important area of New Testament doctrine. One of the early brethren, among others, used by God to clarify New Testament teaching on church truth was a godly young man, F. A. Banks. He was an outstanding expositor with mature spiritual discernment. Among his writings, first published in 1888, was a pamphlet entitled: The Church, and the Churches of God: a suggestive outline of truth. This was appraised by many godly and competent students of the New Testament as a great step forward in the understanding of church truth. It set forth with clarity and power what many had been groping after for a long time. 

It is not unfair criticism of the Reformers to point out that they failed to recover the New Testament pattern of church constitution. They attempted the reform of Christendom from within - an impossible task. The futility of the attempt was exposed in the centuries which followed. The fallacy of the argument that Christendom can be reformed from within is amply demonstrated in our own times. The truths recovered by the Reformers are being bartered in the cause of ecumenism.

It soon became evident that those who desired to put into effect the truth they had discovered on church constitution would be unable to do so in their sectarian associations. If they were to build on a divine foundation it would be necessary to start afresh. This would mean separating themselves from many of their dearly beloved brethren and sisters in Christ. It was a high price to pay but there was no other way if they were to follow the new light. Many counted the cost and decided it was too high.

In the years 1892 to 1894, after much searching of heart, a number of believers withdrew from their former church associations and came together as churches of God in accordance with what they deemed to be the apostolic pattern. Many did so at great personal cost, and nothing less than loyalty to the revealed will of God would have induced them to do so. It demanded great courage. This was a remnant movement and it was ridiculed and maligned by many who should have been its friends, but it survived. This book is sent forth on behalf of those who hold, and amid weakness seek to practise, the New Testament teaching on churches of God. This teaching is outlined in the later chapters.

It is sometimes asked, Where do the churches of God stand on other fundamental doctrines of the Faith? Our general understanding of Scripture doctrine has been set forth in many of our publications but it has been thought well to bring together in this booklet some outlines of what has been held and taught amongst us during the past 75 years. We emphasize that these are outlines; we have not attempted full treatment of any subject. The object throughout has been to give guidelines so that what we teach and endeavour to practise will be clearly seen. Where a controversial note is struck, this is because we are aware of diverse views among believers on certain subjects and we wish to set forth where we stand on these issues.

The days darken around us, ‘the godly man ceaseth ... the faithful fail from among the children of men’. As we move forward to the closing of the age the struggle for truth will be intensified. None of us knows as he ought, much less practises what he knows. There is room for neither complacency nor pride. But if in our hearts we value, even above life itself, the precious heritage of divine truth committed to us, then we shall serve the counsel of God in our generation. We send forth these outlines as a contribution to the understanding of the word of God for the strengthening of those who love the Lord and who are pledged to ‘contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3).

Tom Hyland and Jack Ferguson
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CHAPTER 1: THE HOLY SCRIPTURES
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The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments comprise a collection of writings written over a period of about 1,600 years by men of different types, under the most varied circumstances. Yet the more these writings are examined and compared, the more evident it becomes that they are a harmonious whole. Sometimes it is asserted that there is incompatibility between the writings of the Old Testament and those of the New Testament. This theory cannot be sustained in the light of the orderly structure of Scripture. The Old Testament writers pointed on to the coming of Christ; their writings demanded a sequel. The New Testament writers regard their records as the complement of the Old Testament. This vital affinity between its two main parts makes Scripture an organic whole. If one part is discarded the other must also be rejected - they stand or fall together.

Throughout Scripture the divine authority of its words is repeatedly asserted. So far as the Old Testament is concerned it will be sufficient here to cite the attitude of the Lord Jesus Christ. He affirmed that he was the Fulfiller of the law and the prophets (Matthew 5:17). He subjected himself to the teaching of the Old Testament, acknowledged its authority and expounded its truths. He instructed his hearers to revere and obey this written revelation of God. He reproved those who failed to grasp its true meaning, but never did he discourage confidence in its divine authority. Following his triumphant resurrection from the dead, our Lord endorsed in unmistakable terms his testimony to the divine authority of Scripture (Luke 24:44-45). To those who acknowledge his Deity our Lord's pronouncements on the veracity of the Old Testament writings are decisive. Further, our Lord promised that the Holy Spirit, when he came upon the apostles, would guide them into all the truth (John 16:13-14). The writings of the apostles and prophets of the New Testament were the outcome of the Spirit's inspiration and had the same authority as the Old Testament writings (2 Peter 3:15-16). The words of the apostles were ‘... the commandment of the Lord’ (2 Peter 3:2).

How did it come about that fallible men were instrumental in the production of writings which are described as ‘... the word of God’ (Mark 7:13)? The term ‘inspiration’ is used to describe this process. It means that a supernatural influence was exerted on the writers of the various books so that their writings were God’s words. The term ‘breathed out by God’ (2 Timothy 3:16) is the translation of the Greek word Theopneustos (Theos, God, pneo, to breathe). This signifies that Holy Scripture is God-breathed, the product of the creative breath of God. In the counsels of the Godhead the Spirit of God was entrusted with the revelation of God in Scripture and his use of human instruments is described by the apostle Peter in the words, ‘... men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit’ (2 Peter 1:21).

The Scripture doctrine of inspiration extends to the very words of the original writings. Any other view leaves us with an inspired message in uninspired words – an impossibility. Words are the vehicle of thought, and the discovery of the divine Mind depends on the exact meaning of the very words of the Sacred Writings. Fallen humanity needs nothing less than an infallible written communication from God. The truth of inspiration makes the authority of Scripture absolute; from it there is no appeal.

The Scriptures having been originally written in Hebrew, Syriac, and Greek, we have for many years have been thankful to make use of the Authorized (King James) Version, the English Revised Version, the New International Version, The New American Standard Bible, the New King James Version and now with this reprint, the English Standard Version also. But as these are after all but human translations we are glad to use such other means of arriving at the sense of the original Scriptures as are available. In the understanding and interpretation of Scripture certain basic principles should be borne in mind. Scripture being a unitary whole, it is necessary to interpret each part in relation to the rest. The careful expositor will compare Scripture with Scripture. A passage of Scripture will not be taken out of its context nor will a meaning be forced upon it that it cannot possibly mean.

The Scriptures contain many types, parables, allegories and so forth, and for the interpretation of these due heed must be given to the analogy of the Faith and to the
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