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In the misty heart of Antigua, where the earth pulsed with secrets older than time, three volcanic sisters​[1]; Agua, Fuego, and Acatenango; stood as the eternal guardians of the land.

Their peaks towered over the valleys, their spirits intertwined with the soul of the K’iche’​[2] and Kaqchikel​[3]people. Each sister was a force of nature, distinct yet bound by a shared origin, their voices shaping the winds, rivers, and dreams of the island.

Agua, the eldest, was the nurturing matriarch, her slopes blanketed in verdant forests that birthed rivers feeding maize fields and coffee plantations. Known as Imix, the goddess of abundance, her spirit was a soothing balm, her crater a sacred pool where shamans sought visions.

Legends told of her tears forming Lake Amatitlán​[4] to save a parched village, her waters a lifeline. Yet, beneath her calm, a hidden restlessness stirred; she yearned for freedom from her role as the eternal giver.

Fuego, the middle sister, was a tempest of fire and passion. As Ixchel​[5], the goddess of weaving and destruction, she was creation’s wild edge, her eruptions sculpting new land while terrifying those below.

Her moods swung from smouldering embers to cataclysmic roars, her lava flows both a curse and a gift. The people offered her copal and marigolds, praying to appease her, but Fuego harboured a secret: she envied Agua’s serenity and Acatenango’s​[6] quiet wisdom, feeling trapped by her own volatility.

Acatenango, the youngest, was the silent dreamer, her spirit tied to Coyolxauhqui​[7]-​[8], the moon goddess. Her steep trails drew pilgrims seeking clarity, her tremors whispering cosmic truths. Rarely did she speak, but when she did, the stars seemed to listen.

Unknown to all, Acatenango held a buried memory; a betrayal that had fractured the sisters long ago, a wound she alone remembered but could not voice. Eons past, the sisters were one mountain, a single spirit called Xocomil​[9], the breath of the land.

But a cataclysm born of human greed tore them apart. Invaders, driven by lust for gold, desecrated the sacred caves beneath Xocomil, stealing offerings meant for the earth.

In their fury, the sisters unleashed their powers: Agua flooded the valleys, Fuego burned the intruders’ ships, and Acatenango’s silence summoned a storm that drove the invaders mad.

The strain shattered Xocomil, birthing the three peaks. But the split was not equal; Acatenango, in her silence, absorbed a curse meant for all three, a shadow that bound her to secrecy.

Centuries later, in 2000, Antigua faced a new crisis. The rains failed, crops withered, and Fuego’s eruptions grew erratic, ash choking the skies. The elders whispered of disharmony among the sisters, their bond fraying.

A young K’iche’ weaver, Ixquic​[10], bold but haunted by strange dreams, felt called to mend the rift. Guided by a vision of a jaguar with eyes of starlight, she set out to climb each sister’s peak, carrying offerings: maize for Agua, copal for Fuego, and a shawl woven with threads of earth
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