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I do not remember you, and never had you. You left when I was two months old. I do not know why you left, but I will forgive you for not being there with me and for not seeing me grow up. I never knew what it was like to have a father and learn from him. My grandfather, Giuseppe; grandmother, Maria; aunt, Claudia; mother, Bianca; and brother, Bruno, filled that missing figure in my life.

I am dedicating this novel to my family, especially you, Francesco. Wherever you are now, thank you for looking after me for all these years. I hope you and my mom, Blanche Rose, are together again now!

Sometimes, I would like to close my eyes and see you in front of me, telling me about your adventures and the real reason you left. That reason will stay inside your grave forever.

I will always love you; after all, you are my father!
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“Time” 
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By Cindy & Oliviero Migneco

A kiss that seems to last a lifetime but is soon gone.

A thunder that shatters the windows fades out in a blink.

A life that seems so long is only an instant of time.

They all last a minute before dissolving into reality.

The only thing that remains is a memory hidden in our hearts 

and a few old photos to treasure, remember, and laugh at.

We will miss you, and you will always be in our hearts. 

We are comforted to know that you have gone to heaven,

where your ancestors will greet you with a warm smile. 

We will never forget the joy, the laughs, and the happy times 

We spent time together with you.
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Definition of “Hero.”
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A hero is admired for his achievements, noble qualities, and great courage.  (Merriam-Webster Dictionary)

This novel is a collection of memoirs and letters from several French Foreign Legionnaires.

I also included a post-World War II story of my father, Francesco M., through my eyes. I am his younger son.

Of the many young people who enlisted in the French Foreign Legion, we will never know how they ended up there or why they enlisted. We can only speculate, but the real reason they joined the Foreign Legion will always remain their secret and a mystery.

I am confident that Francesco's and the other legionnaires' stories are not unique. However, I am sure it was a tough decision.

I admire their courage and strength in making decisions that changed their lives.

All of them are heroes!

Other books from the same author:


❖  [image: Text
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2020 - The Day that They Return. 
or Anthony’s Diaries (part 2)
(available at amazon.com)


❖  2021 - My Life Journey; from Surviving to Success, 
or 30 Days to survive and 30 Years to Success.
(available at amazon.com)
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1831 to the Present
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I think that every one of the legionnaires is a hero. They know that once in the Legion, they could travel to troubled parts of the world. Unfortunately, several legionnaires died during their service. However, some still want to be part of this elite force.

In this book, I felt compelled to begin with a brief timeline and a few heroes who died serving France in the French Legion.

I wrote this chapter after consulting historical documents, books, and websites.

The creation of the first French Foreign Legion.
In March 1831, King Louis Philippe I signed a Royal Ordinance creating the French Foreign Legion to combine all other troops fighting under the French Army. 
This relatively simple ordinance contained nine articles. It set up the code and law of the Legion:
(herewith translated to the best of my knowledge into English).
	The Legion will be formed by foreign nationals only.

	The Battalion of the Legion has the same form as the French infantry battalions.

	The pay will be similar to the French regiments paid by the French Army. The uniform will be blue with yellow buttons inscribed “Legion Estrangere.”

	After they have a signed contract of volunteer enlistment in front of a duly authorized deputy, every foreigner will be admitted.

	The contract will last at least three years or a maximum of five.

	The foreign national must be at least 18 and not more than 40 to be accepted. Must be at least 1.55 meters tall. Enlisted must be attested and have a certificate of acceptance released by the military authority.

	Suppose the foreign national does not have any credentials. In that case, the foreign is sent to a General Officer, who will decide if the enlistment would be acceptable.

	The legionnaires can reenlist for two and a maximum of five years. Higher pay will be granted after completing five years of service.

	Our State Secretary Minister to the Ministry of War executes this present ordinance.





Signed by Marshal SOULT, Duke of Dalmatia
Signed by Louis-Philippe
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List of some critical deployments of the French Legion:
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	The first French Foreign Legion involvement in battles or wars was during the French conquest of Algeria (1830-1847). In August 1831, about 2,700 Legionnaires and 78 officers took part to aid the occupation of Algeria. 

	First Carlist War (1835-1839).

	Crimean War (1854-1855).

	Italian Campaign (1859).

	Mexican Expedition (1863-67).

	Franco-Prussian War (1870).

	Tonkin Campaign & Sino-French War (1883-88).

	Franco-Dahomeyan War (1892-94).

	Madagascar Expedition (1894-95).

	Mandingo War (1898).

	World War I (1914-18).

	World War II (1939-45).

	Indochina War (1946-1954).

	Algerian War (1954-62)

	Presence in Chad (1969-71).

	Battle of Kolwezi (Zaire) 1978.

	Part of a multinational peacekeeping force operating in Lebanon (1981-84).

	Gulf Wars - Desert Storm (1990).

	Global War on Terror (1991 to present).

	Peacekeeping around Africa & the Mediterranean.
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Basic training for the French Foreign Legion:
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An operational combat regiment provides a training course of 15–17 weeks before assigning the recruits to their functional units:

	Initial training of 4 to 6 weeks at The Farm (La Ferme) introduces military lifestyle; outdoor and field activities

	March (Marche-Képi Blanc), a 50-kilometer, two-day march (25 km per day) in full gear

	Three weeks of technical and practical training (alternating with barracks and field training)

	One week of mountain training (Chalet at Formiguière in the French Pyrenees)

	One week of Examinations and obtaining the elementary technical certificate (CTE).

	March (Raid Marche), a 120-kilometer (75 miles). The newly enlisting prospects must complete this march within three days.

	Light vehicle driver’s education (driver’s license)

	Return to Aubagne before reporting to the assigned operational Regiment, one week

	Education in the French language (reading, writing, and pronunciation) is taught daily throughout basic training.


Today, there are two recruiting centers and a few basic training camps.  There are two recruiting offices in Paris and Aubagne. Aubagne is the primary center for enlisting and basic training.  There are many specialized training camps. (French Guyana for Jungle training, Arta Beach, Djibouti, for desert combat training, Corsica, for the Parachute Regiment training, Cap Diego, Madagascar, for Amphibious Training.
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Ranks of the French Foreign Legion.
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Within the French Foreign Legion, you encounter the following ranks:

Non-Commissioned Officers (Sous Officiers)

	2nd Class Legionnaire: All soldiers who had successfully finished all the basic training, including the White Kepi March.

	1st Class Legionnaire, All legionnaires reach this rank after a minimum of 10 months in the Legion.

	Corporal, All Legionnaires of 1st Class can achieve this rank after finishing the two-month-long course for future Corporals.

	Corporal-chef (Senior Corporal), All Legionnaires are allowed to receive this rank after five years of service.

	Sergeant (Marechal des Logis), Legionnaires, will achieve this rank after finishing an eight-month-long course for future Legion Sergeants.

	Staff Sergeant (Marechal des Logis-chef): A Sergeant can receive this rank after three years of service and must be able to command a platoon.

	Sergeant First Class (Adjudant), A staff Sergeant can reach this rank after three years of service.

	Master Sergeant (Adjudant-chef): An Adjutant is allowed to reach this rank after completing a minimum of four years of service.

	Sergeant Major (Major), an Adjudant-chef, can reach this highest non-commissioned officer rank, usually after twenty-five years of service.


––––––––
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Commissioned Officers (Officiers)

	Officer Candidate (Aspirant) must be able to command a platoon.

	Second Lieutenant (Sous-Lieutenant) must be able to command a platoon.

	First Lieutenant (Lieutenant) must be able to command a platoon. In the absence of officers, he must be able to command a company.

	Captain (Capitane) must be able to command a company. In the absence of officers, he must be able to command a battalion.

	Major (Commandant) must be able to command a battalion or a half-brigade. He can act like a deputy for a regiment commander.

	Lieutenant Colonel (Lieutenant-Colonel) must be able to command a regiment.

	Colonel (Colonel) must be able to command a regiment.

	Brigadier General (General de Brigade) must command the French Foreign Legion.

	The Major General (General de Division) must be able to command the whole French Foreign Legion.


Military Units: A Platoon included  20 to 50 men.
A Company (2 to 4 Platoons) included 100 to 250 men.
A Battalion (2 to 5 Companies) included 400 to 1200 men.
A Regiment (3 Battalions) included 2000 to 8000 men.
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Heroes of the French Foreign Legion
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Captain Jean Danjou.
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One of the most admired heroes inside the Legion is Captain Jean Danjou.

Jean was born on April 15, 1828, in Chalabre, a small village in southern France near the Spanish border.

After attending and graduating from the prestigious École Spéciale Militaire de Saint-Cyr, he was part of the 51st Regiment.

In 1852, he participated in the Kabylie campaign in Algeria. While cleaning his musket, he accidentally lost one hand. After the accident, he designed a wooden hand that he used all his life.

He took part in the Siege of Sevastopol during the Crimean War. 

On June 9, 1855, he was promoted to the rank of Captain.

In 1959, during the War between the Sardinian and the Austrian Empire, he took part in the Battles of Magenta and Solferino.

After these two battles, he served in Morocco for some time. Then, in 1862, he served under Colonel Jeanningros, who led the French Expeditionary Corps in Mexico.

On April 29, 1863, Colonel Jeanningros decided to send a company to escort a military convoy with ammunition and money to Puebla.

The 3rd company of the Foreign Legion accepted the mission; however, it had no officers at the time. Therefore, Captain Jean Danjou voluntarily took command of the company, including two more lieutenants.

The following morning, Captain Danjou led the company on a march. After 6 hours (they had already walked about 24 kilometers), he rested around Palo Verde.

The company spotted about 3000 Mexican soldiers under Colonel Milan's command. The 66 company men took a defense stand and retreated near Hacienda Camaron.

The French Legion repelled many cavalry charges, causing several casualties. 

The surviving Legionnaires said that Captain Danjou went down and drank with all the soldiers, asking them to keep fighting to the last. Instead, they all took the oath and followed the no surrender.

Around noon during a Mexican charge, Captain Danjou was severely shot in the chest and died.

All legionnaires stayed in their position and fought to the last bullet. The final five surviving legionnaires decided to exit and charged the Mexican soldiers with their bayonets only.

Colonel Milan saw this heroic act and ordered his soldiers to cease fire. Thus, Colonel Milan spared the five brave legionnaires' lives and allowed them to give Captain Jean Danjou an honor guard. Eventually, the heroic prisoners were released and returned to France. 

A local farmer found Captain Danjou’s wooden hand and handed it to the French. It is now in an enclosed protective glass case in Aubagne. Once a year, on April 30, “Cameron Day,” the wooden hand is paraded to commemorate the heroic gesture of the legionnaires and their Captain during the Battle of Camerón.
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Prince Dimitri Amilakhvari
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He was born in Bozorkino, Russian Federation, on October 31, 1906. 

His family was living in Georgia. When the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic occupied the Democratic Republic of Georgia in 1918-21, his family moved to Constantinople, where he attended a local British school.

In 1922, the family relocated to France. 

Dimitri entered the Special Military School of Saint-Cyr, where he graduated in 1924.

He was assigned to the French Foreign Legion and promoted to the rank of lieutenant.

Later, in 1932, he took part in several crucial tasks in Morocco. Two years later, he was the head of the Military school in Agadir, Morocco. He was promoted to Captain in 1937.

During World War II, he was in Algiers, North Africa. He also participated in numerous expeditionary forces, from the Norwegian to the Dakar and Cameroun Campaign.

In early 1941, he joined the East Africa Campaign in Eritrea against Italy. Then, in the summer of the same year, he fought in Syria against Vichy France. 

In September 1941, he assumed command of the 13th Demi-Brigade of the Foreign Legion.

In January 1942, he was back in North Africa. He fought in the Battle of Bir-Hakeim with the Germans and the Italians in Libya. He survived the battle and received the “Companion of the Liberation” award.

In October 1942, the Allies began the final offensive in North Africa with the Second Battle of El-Alamein. Unfortunately, Prince Dimitri died in action during the second day of the fight.

He was a highly decorated Legion officer with numerous medals.

He was awarded the Chevalier of the Legion of Honour in 1940.
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Eugene James Bullard
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Born in Columbus, Georgia, on October 9, 1895, He is considered the first Black American fighting pilot. When World War I started, he traveled to France and enlisted in the French Army. They assigned him to the 3rd Marching Regiment of the Foreign Legion.

Eugene participated in several World War I skirmishes, including the battles of the Somme, Champagne, and Verdun. On March 5, 1916, he received a critical wound during the Verdun battle.

In October 1916, after recuperating from his wounds, he volunteered to be an air gunner in the French Air Force Service.

He received his pilot's license in March 1917. He participated in over twenty air combat missions from September 13 to November 11, 1917, downing several German fighter planes.

He finished his military service on October 24, 1919.

The French Government highly decorated him for his merits and actions during World War I.

After the war, Eugene settled in Paris, where he worked as a drummer in a nightclub named “Zelli’s,” a famous hot club in Montmartre. Four years later, he endured a trip around the Mediterranean Sea. He stopped in Alexandria, Egypt, to play at the Claridge Hotel. 

He returned to Paris and worked as a masseur and an exercise trainer.

While managing Le Grand Duc's nightclub, he opened Bullard’s Athletic Club, which offered physical education, boxing, massage, and hydrotherapy.

He saved enough money, and he bought the nightclub.

Because “Le Grand Duc” was an extremely famous jazz club, he met and struck a friendship with Louis Armstrong and Josephine Baker.

When World War II started, Eugene, who also spoke German, agreed to spy on the German customers at the club for the French Government.

Following the German invasion of France in 1940, he enlisted in the French Army.

He suffered a wound while defending Orleans. Still, he escaped to neutral Spain and returned to the United States in July 1940.

He returned to Paris to reopen his club at the end of the war. However, the building collapsed during the war, and the French Government gave him a financial settlement. So, he returned to the United States and purchased an apartment in Harlem.

For the rest of his life in the USA, he held many jobs, including serving as an interpreter for Louis Armstrong.

In 1954, the French Government invited him to Paris to light the eternal flame at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

He received 14 decorations and medals for his service in the French Army.

General Charles de Gaulle made him a Knight of the Legion of Honor in 1959. He regarded Eugene Bullard as an authentic French hero.

Eugene died of stomach cancer on October 12, 1961. He was 66 years old. 

His grave is inside the French Veteran Section of Flushing Cemetery in Queens, and his friend Louis Armstrong’s is also in the same cemetery.

Because of his bravery during the war, he was finally inducted into the inaugural class of the Georgia Aviation Hall of Fame in 1989.

In 1994, thirty-three years after his death, he was promoted to a second lieutenant in the United States Air Force.

There will be many more, too many to mention in this story; however, I will list just a few more.
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​Chapter One:
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Manuel H., Spain 
1971-present FFL 1989-1999 
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I was eighteen when I decided to travel from Barcelona, Spain, to Paris and enlist in the French Foreign Legion. In Barcelona, I ran into a bit of trouble with the police since I got in a fight and beat my opponent with a golf club. As a result, the judge ordered me to serve six months in jail.

I wanted to change my life and redeem myself. I was also ready to start a life of adventure and travel. So, after I served my time, as soon as I had enough money to buy a train ticket, I embarked on what would change my life forever.

I arrived in Paris on a rainy and cold day. I did not speak any French then. With an old map of Paris in my hand, I tried to search for Fort de Nogent, the enlisting office of the Foreign Legion in Paris. After walking for a few hours, I successfully reached the office.

At the reception office, I told them I wanted to enlist in the French Foreign Legion. The officer on duty at the door directed me into an office, where an older sergeant began questioning me about why I wanted to join the Legion. Then he asked me to do at least four push-ups; I did ten. I guessed it was part of the recruiting system.

After I filled out some enlisting documents, the sergeant gave me a new sports outfit, other clothing items, and a bed in a big
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