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Foreword
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Ukraine-Russia Fog Of War: Mysteries, Myths, Mistakes And Miseries

The Ukraine-Russia War Of 2022 started when Russia invaded Ukraine on 24 February 2022 in a "Special Military Operation" with a large force of over 150,000 troops. The surprising way the war progressed over the next three months was not unlike that of a mystery novel. Many mysteries and myths were perpetrated.

Why did Russia choose to invade Ukraine at this time? Why did NATO and EU choose not to intervene militarily? Why did they choose to let Ukraine fight the war as their proxy?

Can we see through the fog of war and discern what was really happening?

These are the mysteries, myths, mistakes and miseries of this terrible war.
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Chapter 1. Initial Phase
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Russia's "Special Military Operation" was presented as a preemptive strike to "denazify" Ukraine and to protect the pro-Russia rebels in eastern Ukraine.

In the initial phase, there was massive Russian assault of the main cities of Ukraine including its capital Kyiv. Early reports suggested the Russian troops were successful in encircling Kyiv, Kharkiv, Sumy and Chernihiv.

As Ukraine was not yet a member, it was quite obvious why NATO and EU chose to respond with restraint. They decided that Imposing severe sanctions on Russia was their best response.

As the war went on, the West decided to let Ukraine be their proxy to fight this war with Russia, using large amounts of weapons supplied by the West. Later, as allegation of war crimes by Russian troops become rampant, the outraged Western nations ramped up their weapons supplies and began to pour massive amounts of lethal and heavy weapons and military equipment into Ukraine.
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Chapter 2. Russian Change Of Strategy
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After slightly over a month of fighting, Russia seemed to be stuck in its failure to capture any main Ukrainian city.

It was also clear from the many battles fought that the modern portable anti-tank, anti-aircraft and anti-armoured-vehicles weapons and weaponized drones have made tanks, armour vehicles and warplanes easy targets. This will surely prompt a significant shift in future warfare technology and strategy.

As the West were rejoicing in the news of reported counterattacks by Ukraine forces, Russia suddenly announced that it has almost completed the first phase of its "Special Military Operation" in Ukraine, and will henceforth focus on "liberating" the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine.

Was this Russia's clever strategic move, or was it its adaptation to the actual battle situation on the ground?

Perhaps as some have said, the Russian military is not as powerful as it appears to be, but it is also not as weak and incompetent as it is made out to be. The West has been struggling with both of these unrealistic images of Russia all these years, and its media are certainly obsessed with playing with these images to attract "eyeballs".

All the Western media's gleeful speculation that Russia was surprised by not achieving complete victory within a few days in its invasion of Ukraine was really a myth created by the Western media. In fact, anyone familiar with the Russian wars in Chechen, especially the infamously devastating Grozny war, would know that Russian troops had suffered many serious defeats and setbacks in their many wars against the rebels in former Soviet republics. And don't forget that there was also the disastrous Russian setback in the Afghanistan war.

Clearly, war is a strategic game that all the belligerents involved will try their best to manipulate the psychology and sentiments of public opinion.

Always take their public announcements with a large pinch of salt!
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Chapter 3. Dangerous Propaganda War

[image: ]


With the withdrawing of Russian forces from around Kyiv at the beginning of April 2022, the Ukrainian army started to 'liberate' those areas. There then followed the discovery of a 'shocking' 'genocide' in the town of Bucha where hundreds of civilian bodies were found on the streets and in mass graves. When this was featured prominently in Western press reports in a great outcry, Western nations were outraged and immediately vowed to turn up the sanctions on Russia and to pursue justice for this terrible Russian 'war crime'. In the midst of this huge outcry, Russia strongly rejected and denied these accusations and described them as fake and staged news. In any case, it is strange that nobody in the West seem to ask why this 'indisputable and terrible war crime' was discovered only after the Russian troops have left Bucha.

The destruction of much of the civilian infrastructure of major Ukrainian cities was also blamed on the 'war crime' of indiscriminate Russian bombing. But, this may be yet another oversimplification in the propaganda war. As in any war, targets are chosen based on military intelligence. So one may ask whether in an asymmetrical war such as this, Ukrainian armies may have been using these civilian structures as shields for their operations and defence against the invaders. If this was not the case, then any logical thinking person might ask: where do the Ukrainian troops hide themselves during the continuous Russian shelling and bombing of these cities. Were they hiding under the cover of the frozen forests, or in open field camps, or in known army barracks which are clear military targets?

Perhaps the Russian troops were doing the same. In all wars, we know that opposing troops will use damaged and evacuated civilian structures as temporary headquarters or shelters during the war.

There is no question that reports of the war from either side of the belligerents are highly biased and are skewed to influence local and international opinions. It would be naive to just accept those reports at face value. They are after all part of the machinations of war.
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Chapter 4. War Crimes
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The reports of Russian atrocities in Bucha are certainly shocking. Strong and inflammatory words such a 'butcher', 'evil', 'war criminal' and 'genocide' have been used liberally and repeatedly by Western media and politicians on Russian president Putin. The strong emotions and moral outrage that these reports triggered and whipped up may yet lead to even greater conflict and bloodshed.

In the wake of this, Western analysts and politicians demanded that their governments should further increase their 'lethal aid' to Ukraine, and lamented how the West was too timid to respond to Russian atrocities more forcefully, as if a nuclear war was preferable to all this 'war crimes'. To them, more lethal weapons should be supplied immediately and liberally to Ukraine, even if it turns Ukraine into a veritable bloodbath for both the invaders and defenders. To some of them, nuclear war is no longer taboo as a means to stop the war crimes!

Could adding fuel to the fire of war be considered a war crime too? All the massive amount of advanced weaponry being supplied to Ukraine by NATO and EU are sure to prolong the war and incur even more devastation and destruction. Is this the way to tilt the balance of power of the warring sides, or is this simply causing more massive loss of lives on both sides?

One might be tempted to compare this massive supply of arms with the ubiquitous arms merchants who profit from selling lethal arms to prolong wars. Except that in this case, the Western nations are like Santa Claus supplying these lethal weapons gratis and absolutely free of charge for whatever gains and advantages that they expect. The West may think that they are upholding justice by supplying these lethal weapons to help Ukraine defend itself. But the reality is that Ukraine is their proxy against Russia in this war, and these lethal weapons are adding fuel to the fire, and are killing innocent and non-innocent people alike in large numbers.

It certainly is arguable whether such a muscular and confrontational approach is more effective and productive in ending the war as compared to the alternative of intensive diplomatic efforts and peace negotiations.

In any case, all this real or feigned outrage and the relentless demonization of Russia may have exactly the opposite effect of what was intended. The fact is that with each emotion-charged reported atrocities and war crimes of Russia, the chances of a negotiated peace have become more distant and unlikely. As a consequence of the relentless propaganda and serious allegations of terrible war crimes, a long-running long-term war was becoming more and more of an inevitable fate of Ukraine and Russia.

In the wider context, and most regrettably, the same toxic blame campaign and culture will surely infect all other international relationships, making the whole world a much more dangerous place for everyone.
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Chapter 5. Who Are Guilty Of War Crimes?
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It would seem that memories of the horrors of past wars have faded away in the minds of Western scholars and politicians. Have they forgotten their own past 'war crimes' such as the devastating Dresden bombing in 1945? Or the My Lai Massacre in Vietnam? Or the carpet bombing of the Ho Chi Min trail and Laos? Or the many left behind unexploded bombs that are still killing and maiming civilians? Or the many killer assassin drones of Obama in Afghanistan? Or the unjustified invasion of Iraq in 2003 that started with the "shock and awe" bombing of Bagdad? Or the tortures and crimes commited in the notorious Abu Ghraib prison by the occupying American forces? Or arguably the greatest war crimes of all time in the merciless atomic bombing and destruction of the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the end of WW2? Have the perpetrators of all these war crimes been brought to justice?

Most tragically, according to the one-dimensional thinking of Western scholars and politicians, all these terrible things happening now in the Ukraine war are caused by the rogue Russia and China, who are bent on challenging the status quo of the world, and the West have not done anything wrong to contribute to this terrible mess. The West was just trying its best to maintain law and order, maintain status quo, and peace and stability for the whole world.

The danger of such rhetoric is obvious. Nuclear war is being placed on the table again by those
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