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Dedication and Foreword
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To my beautiful wife and my Butterfly Princess, who have shown extreme patience over the years it took me to write this book...and for the encouragement not to quit on more than one occasion. 

This book wasn’t originally intended for publication. It began as a personal project I created for myself and for anyone close to me who might appreciate a comprehensive yet not overly scholarly examination of church matters. This is also the first of two volumes, with the second focusing more on Christian ethics and everyday living. 

I tried to limit the citations to four per chapter, but occasionally I failed and went under or over that number. Additionally, sometimes the endnotes contain only my personal thoughts and relevant scriptures rather than formal sources. The decision to publish arose because my granddaughter wanted a printed copy to add to her collection of my books. Naturally, I couldn’t say no to that request, so here it is.

Note: I preserve the original capitalization found in quoted Scripture, but I always capitalize pronouns referring to Jesus (He, Him, Himself, etc.) as a personal conviction.
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Introduction 

Christ’s church in a confused world


[image: image]


“God is not a God of confusion but of peace.” 

(1 Corinthians 14:33)

––––––––
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A World in Disarray

It is no exaggeration to say that we live in an age of confusion. Truth has become negotiable, and identity is fluid. Institutions that once anchored society, such as family, community, and church, are now seen as optional or even oppressive. Moral convictions are dismissed as personal preferences, and the very concept of objective truth is increasingly ridiculed. In such times, the church faces a dual challenge: to remain grounded in timeless truth while addressing the pressing realities of a fragmented world.   

Many believers, even those who have long been committed to Christ, find themselves uncertain about what the church is truly meant to be. Is it a social organization, a worship center, or simply a gathering of like-minded individuals? What distinguishes Christ’s church from other religious groups, and why does that distinction matter? These questions are not theoretical; they strike at the heart of our faith, identity, and mission.

A Story from the Pew

Not long ago, I met a young couple who had grown up in different denominational traditions but were now seeking something deeper. “We just want to be part of the church you read about in the Bible,” they told me. They were tired of marketing slogans and gimmicks, disillusioned by doctrinal compromise, and confused by the conflicting teachings of the religious world. Their hunger was not for novelty, but for something authentic, something anchored in God’s Word. Their desire, though simple, echoes the longing of many: to understand what it means to be the people of God.

Why This Book?

This book was born out of a conviction that the church still matters, not just as a doctrine, but as a living, breathing expression of God’s purpose in the world. It is a call to return to the biblical pattern of the church as revealed in Scripture, not as a nostalgic retreat into the past, but as a faithful response to the voice of Christ today.   

“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18).   

When Jesus said, “I will build my church,” He was not imagining a manmade institution but a divine community, called out from the world and into fellowship with Himself.   

In writing Called to Be His, I do not claim to present a new vision. Instead, I aim to offer a faithful portrait, grounded in Scripture, informed by history, and guided by the conviction that God's design for the church is not only right but also the best. This is neither a denominational defense nor an academic abstraction. Rather, it is a biblical exploration and exhortation for those who aspire to be the church that Jesus built.

The Approach of This Book

Each chapter will explore a specific aspect of the church or Christian living, grounded in Scripture and supported by scholarly research. Readers will encounter citations from early church fathers, leaders of the Restoration Movement, and respected biblical scholars. Scripture will function as a central authority, not merely as decoration. The goal is not only to instruct but also to inspire and to invite believers to deeper conviction, richer worship, and fuller faithfulness. 

The book is structured in five parts:   

	Part I explores the identity of Christ and His church.

	Part II discusses worship, leadership, and spiritual growth.

	Part III addresses salvation and the Restoration plea.

	Part IV considers practical Christian living in today’s world.

	Part V challenges the church to shine as a light in a dark culture.


Why the Church Still Matters

The church is not a side project in God’s redemptive plan; it is central. The New Testament describes the church as:

	The body of Christ:   



“And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.” (Ephesians 1:22-23).



	The temple of the Holy Spirit:  



“Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.” (1 Corinthians 3:16-17). 



	The Bride of Christ:   



“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.” (Ephesians 5:25-27).



These are not mere metaphors but rather realities that define how we relate to God and to one another. To misunderstand the church is to misunderstand a vital part of the gospel. In a time when many are redefining Christianity to suit cultural preferences, we must return to the ancient paths, not out of legalism, but out of love for Christ and reverence for His Word. As Jeremiah once pleaded with a wayward people:   

“Thus says the Lord: ‘Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls.’” (Jeremiah 6:16).

A Word to the Seeker

If you are new to these ideas or come from a different religious background, I invite you to read with an open mind. You will find in these pages not condemnation, but conviction, not arrogance, but appeal. The truth is not something to be claimed with pride, but to be received with humility. My hope is that you will discover in the biblical vision of the church something that is not only true but also beautiful.

A Word to the Believer

If you are already a member of the Lord’s church, this book is for you. It serves as a call for clarity in doctrine, depth in worship, courage in witness, and steadfastness in service. In a world of shifting sands, we must build on the rock. This book is not the final word but a faithful word meant to strengthen, equip, and encourage. May we always remember: the church is not ours; it belongs to Christ. We are not the architects; we are the stewards. Let us be found faithful.

Reflection Questions

	In what ways do you see confusion about the church in today’s culture or among believers?

	Why is it important to return to the biblical pattern of the church, and how can we do so with both conviction and humility?

	What do you hope to gain from reading this book? What assumptions or expectations are you bringing?

	How does understanding the church as the body, temple, and bride of Christ shape your personal commitment to it?
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Part I: Christ and His Church
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Chapter 1 

Who Do You Say That I Am?
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The Identity of Christ and His Promise to Build the Church

“He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

(Matthew 16:15-18)

––––––––
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A Moment That Changed Everything

It happened on the road to Caesarea Philippi, a Roman stronghold built into the cliffs and shadows of pagan altars. Jesus turned to His disciples and asked a question that has echoed through the centuries: 

“Who do you say that I am?” (Matthew 16:15). 

It was neither a rhetorical question nor an academic one; it was personal, foundational, and world-shaping.

Peter’s answer, spoken on behalf of the disciples, was both bold and true: 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

This confession did not arise from political aspirations or religious tradition. Jesus affirmed it as a divine revelation: 

“flesh and blood has not revealed this to you” (v. 17). 

Upon this confession, Jesus made a promise that defines all that follows: 

“...on this rock I will build my church” (v. 16).

The church, then, begins not with structure or ritual, but with identity; specifically, the identity of Jesus Christ.

Christ, the Foundation of the














	“I will build” - The church is Christ’s project, not man’s invention. No committee formed it. No denomination voted it into existence.

	“My church” - It belongs to Him. He possesses it. He defines it.

	“The gates of hell shall not prevail against it” - Death and the powers of evil cannot overcome what Christ builds.











	Christ has supreme authority over the church.

	Christ is the life-giving source of the church.







	As Lord, with absolute authority.

	As Savior, with redeeming power.

	As Head, with exclusive leadership.

	As God incarnate, worthy of worship.




	Why is Jesus' question in Matthew 16:15 so central to both individual faith and church identity?

	In what ways have modern churches sometimes drifted from the centrality of Christ?

	How can your congregation more fully build itself on the confession Peter made?

	What personal response is demanded by Jesus’ identity as “the Christ, the Son of the living God”? 
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