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IMAGE DESCRIPTIONS

Description 1: The comic strip is divided into four equal panels. Panel 1: Brandon and Nikki stand in what appears to be a lab. Brandon, on the left, has short, shaggy hair and wears an ID badge on his shirt. He looks at Nikki with a slightly nervous or hesitant expression. Nikki, on the right, has curly hair pulled back, also wears an ID badge, and is looking intently into the eyepiece of a microscope. Brandon’s speech bubble reads: Um… Nikki, can I ask you a really important question… Panel 2: Brandon and Nikki are still in the lab. Brandon, now with a more concerned or serious expression, looks towards Nikki. Nikki has turned her head slightly away from the microscope and looks at Brandon with an expectant, slightly worried expression. Brandon’s speech bubble continues:… that will, you know, probably impact our immediate future? Panel 3: Nikki, now excitedly facing Brandon with wide eyes and a blush on her cheeks, has three hearts floating above her head, indicating her hopeful anticipation for a romantic or very significant question. Brandon looks at her with a slightly sheepish or awkward smile. Nikki’s speech bubble exclaims: YES, BRANDON?! PLEASE! ASK ME…! Panel 4:  Brandon holds up an unplugged power cord with a two-pronged plug, pointing at it with a questioning expression. Nikki looks at the plug with a surprised and somewhat dismayed expression, with small spark lines radiating from around her head, indicating a sudden realization or a sense of frustration. Brandon’s speech bubble asks: Do you think we need to plug this thing in? BACK.

Description 2: The comic strip is divided into four panels showing Nikki Maxwell going through her daily routine. In the first panel, Nikki sits up in bed looking alarmed while holding a ringing phone. A speech bubble says: OH NO! I’M GONNA BE LATE FOR WORK! An alarm clock, lamp, tray with food, and other bedroom items appear around her. An arrow at the top points to the next panel. In the second panel, Nikki sits in bed smiling while holding a notebook. A speech bubble reads: I LOVE MY JOB! In the third panel, Nikki sits in bed again holding a remote control while eating snacks from a tray. A television beside the bed displays the word CHIPS. A speech bubble reads: TIME FOR DINNER AND TV! The arrows between panels show the sequence of her activities while remaining in bed throughout the comic. In the fourth panel, Nikki is lying under blankets with her eyes closed and a speech bubble saying: I’M TOTALLY EXHAUSTED! An arrow points back to the first panel, indicating a cycle. BACK.

Description 3: The cartoon illustration shows Nikki Maxwell standing beside an open school locker while wearing sunglasses, a skirt, layered clothing, bracelets, and a necklace. She points toward the locker with a smile while handwritten text beside her reads: ME showing off my awesome locker! Inside the tall locker are several electronic items arranged in stacked sections. Handwritten labels with arrows point to the items and identify them as: iPod stereo system, Color TV plus computer monitor combo, VCR slah DVD Player, and Personal ATM. Musical notes float above the locker near the stereo system. At the bottom of the illustration, several students gather around the locker looking upward with surprised expressions, wide eyes, and open mouths. Small lines around their heads emphasize their reactions. BACK.

Description 4: The comic strip is divided into four panels showing Nikki Maxwell sitting at a desk while a toy spider hangs nearby. In the first panel, Nikki sits calmly in a chair beside a desk with a lamp and books while a small spider dangles from a string near her face. A speech bubble beside the spider says: BOO!! In the second panel, Nikki looks unimpressed and says: BRIANNA, YOUR FAKE SPIDER-ON-A-STICK PRANK IS SO TOTALLY LAME! In the third panel, Nikki glances around with a confused expression while several question marks appear around her head. A smaller girl stands behind her holding the fake spider-on-a-stick and asks: SO, DID I SCARE YA? In the final panel, Nikki suddenly screams with a large speech bubble reading: AAAAAA!! while jumping in fear with raised hands and a shocked expression. The smaller girl continues holding the fake spider toy beside her. BACK.

Description 5: The rectangular sign-up sheet has a thick border. At the top, the heading reads SIGN-UP SHEET, followed by the larger title HALLOWEEN DANCE. Below it, the word CHAIRPERSON is written with a wavy underline. Two candy corn drawings appear on the left side of the heading, and a smiling jack-o’-lantern drawing appears on the right side. Several horizontal lines are shown for names. Ryan Crenshaw is written and crossed out, Laurie White is written and crossed out multiple times, Christina Hughes is written and crossed out with large scribbles, and Paige Clark is written and crossed out with a smiley face beside the name. Violet Baker is written clearly in script handwriting, Theodore L. Swagmire III is written in uppercase letters, and MacKenzie Hollister is written in cursive handwriting. At the bottom left, a note with an asterisk reads TO BE SELECTED BY STUDENT COUNCIL. A cartoon spider with eight legs is drawn in the bottom right corner. BACK.

Description 6: A decorative hand-drawn frame resembling a formal certificate. The border includes a thick outer line, a thinner inner line, and a wavy ribbon-like line between them, with curled details in the corners. At the top, the title reads Madame FuFu’s School of Dance in large elegant script lettering. Beneath it, smaller text reads: WE TURN CLUMSY, UGLY DUCKLINGS INTO BEAUTIFUL, GRACEFUL SWANS. The body of the letter begins with: Dear Mrs. Maxwell: I have carefully evaluated the dance skills of your daughter, Nikki, and I suggest the following placement:. Below are four class options with blank lines beside them. The first three options are BEGINNING BALLET CLASS, BEGINNING JAZZ CLASS, and BEGINNING TAP CLASS. The fourth option has a large X marked beside the word OTHER, followed by the text: Professional backup dancer for pop star or rapper. Near the bottom, the letter says Good luck!, followed by Sincerely, and a large flowing signature reading Madame FuFu. The name Madame FuFu appears again below the signature in smaller printed text. In the lower right corner, a pair of ballet slippers with long ribbon ties is drawn as decoration. BACK.

Description 7: The cartoon drawing depicts a piece of lined notebook paper torn from a spiral-bound notebook, shown by three small circular holes along the left margin. The paper is attached with two jagged strips of tape, one at the top center and one at the bottom center. A handwritten message in bold, uneven all-caps lettering reads: NIKKI, WHAT’S GOING ON?! followed by a frowny face emoticon. Below that, the note says: WE REALLY NEED TO TALK! MEET US IN THE JANITOR’S CLOSET DURING LUNCH. The message is signed CHLOE and ZOEY. The frowny face emoticon is drawn with two dots for eyes and a curved downward mouth. BACK.

Description 8: The hand-drawn illustration shows a Halloween dance committee sign-up sheet taped at all four corners with pieces of masking tape. The page has a thick border and uneven doodle-style lines. At the top, large messy all-caps text reads: DON’T WE NEED YOUR HELP! HALLOWEEN DANCE COMMITTEE SIGN-UP. Beneath the heading is a decorative border made of alternating candy corn shapes, smiling jack-o’-lanterns, and spiders. The sign-up entries begin with ELVIS PRESLEY written in large underlined letters, with a small bird doodle and musical notes beside it. Below that, DONALD DUCK is written next to a small cartoon duck drawing. The next entry reads HARRY PITTS in wavy lettering, with two handwritten HA notes beside it. Another entry says: Bug Girl? (I’ll bring my bugs). Below this, LOSERS!!!!!! appears in large bold underlined letters with multiple exclamation marks. The final line reads: JUST CANCEL IT ALREADY!! with a double underline, a spiral doodle on the right side, and a face sticking out its tongue on the left side. Along the left margin, a long spiral doodle extends downward with the text 000!! beside it and an arrow pointing toward the HARRY PITTS entry. A second decorative border of candy corn, jack-o’-lanterns, and spiders runs along the bottom edge of the page. BACK.

Description 9: The comic strip, rendered in a simple expressive cartoon style with bold outlines, is divided into four rectangular panels. In Panel 1, a female student named Nikki Maxwell sits at a school desk with her hair tied in a ponytail. Her eyes are wide with apprehension as a hand extending from the left side of the frame gives her a folded test paper. Above her head, the word GULP! appears in large wavy lettering. In Panel 2, Nikki sits holding the opened test paper with wide eyes and an open mouth showing shock and dismay, while several exclamation marks radiate around her head. In Panel 3, a close-up of the test paper shows the title Geometry Test Ch. 7–4th Hour and the name Nikki Maxwell written below it. A large circled F appears on the page along with the handwritten note: Please see me after class! mrs. S. Another question on the paper reads: Using the Exterior Angle Theorem find X, Y, and Z. A triangle diagram below contains arrows pointing to exterior angles labeled Here is X, Here is Z, and Here is Y. In Panel 4, Nikki is shown from the chest up with furrowed eyebrows and a frustrated expression while crumpling the test paper in her hands. A speech bubble above her reads: I HATE TRICK QUESTIONS!! BACK.

Description 10: The illustrated flyer is shaped like a ghost with flowing uneven edges and a face near the top right made of two oval eyes and an open mouth. Large text near the top reads: BOO!! Below it, smaller text in parentheses says: AT THE ZOO. Additional text underneath reads: WCD Middle School Annual Halloween Dance. The flyer lists the event date and time as: Thursday, October 31st, 7:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Another line states: A Most Frightening Experience at the WESTCHESTER ZOO HALLOWEEN HAUNTED HOUSE. Along the bottom edge of the ghost shape are small Halloween-themed drawings including bats, spiders, and candy corn pieces. The background surrounding the ghost shape is dark, making the ghost outline stand out prominently. BACK.




This book is a work of fiction. Any references to historical events, real people, or real places are used fictitiously. Other names, characters, places, and events are the product of the author’s imagination, and any resemblance to actual events or places or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.
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