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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

Look no further if you're looking to acquire a new pastime or improve your skills in an existing one. Chip carving has proven to be one of the most peaceful pastimes I've discovered, except from fishing, of course. It is not prohibitively expensive to begin, and with enough experience, you will be able to create wonderful gifts for others. 
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Step 1: Gathering the Materials 
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You will require the following materials: 

 

•Pencil 

 

•Ruler 

 

•Chip Carving Knives are a type of knife that is used for chip carving. 

•Sharpening Compound is a compound that is used to sharpen tools. 

 

•Basswood 

 

*If you're just getting started and are looking for a 

recommendation, I highly recommend Flexcut's Chip Carving kit. You can get it for roughly $40 on Amazon, and it comes with the sharpening compound as well as three blades that are all used for chip carving purposes. 

 

*I get my basswood from a Woodcraft business in my neighborhood, but it is also available at Michaels. 




CHAPTER 2 

STEP BY STEP TO CHIP 

CARVING 

Step 2: How to Hold the Knife 
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First position is depicted in the photographs. The surface of the wood and the knife will remain in constant touch with your thumb during carving. This gives you greater control and decreases the likelihood of ever cutting yourself. 

 

Second, just turn the blade away from you and drive the tip of your blade into the wood with your thumb on the rear of the knife, as seen in the image below. 

 

It is critical to sharpen your knife before beginning to carve. There are a plethora of videos on YouTube that might be of use. 

 

Taking Measures and Beginning the Carving Process 
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In order to get started, first measure out a two-block-high grid that is as long as you want it to be. Each block or square measures 4mm in width and height. As a result, the total height of the two squares stacked on top of each other is 8mm. 

 

Chip Carving the first basic design consists of the following steps: 

Make a slanting motion with your blade into the first 

intersection of lines and press down as the lines come towards you. Check to see that the blade of the knife is entering the wood at approximately a 45-degree angle from the horizontal plane. Forcefully moving the blade isn't necessary in this situation. Simply push your way down towards the bottom left corner of the square. 

 

Step 4: Continuing with the Flow of the Pattern 
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Now, flip the basswood over, and you'll be holding the knife in the second position on the handle. You'll be shoving it away from your body as a result. 

To carve into the wood again, cut a 45-degree angle into it and push down towards the opposite corner of the block adjacent to the one you just finished cutting into. 

 

Step 5: Removing the Chip from the Board 
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