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List of Gotham episodes






Gotham is an American crime-drama television series developed by Bruno Heller[image: External link], based on characters appearing in and published by DC Comics in their Batman franchise, primarily those of James Gordon and Bruce Wayne. The series stars Ben McKenzie as the young Gordon, while Heller executive produces along with Danny Cannon, who also directed the pilot. As originally conceived, the series would have served as a straightforward story of Gordon's early days on the Gotham City police force.

As of June 5, 2017, 66 episodes of Gotham have aired, concluding the third season. In May 2017, Fox renewed the series for a fourth season.[1]
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 Series overview





	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(in millions)



	
	1
	22
	September 22, 2014
	May 4, 2015
	68
	7.56[2]



	
	2
	22
	September 21, 2015
	May 23, 2016
	89
	5.37[3]



	
	3
	22
	September 19, 2016
	June 5, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
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 Episodes
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 Season 1 (2014–15)





	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	1
	"Pilot"
	Danny Cannon
	Bruno Heller[image: External link]
	September 22, 2014
	276072
	8.21[4]



	Rookie detective James Gordon and his partner Harvey Bullock are assigned to the case of the murder of Thomas (Grayson McCouch) and Martha Wayne (Brette Taylor), which was witnessed by street orphan Selina Kyle. Gordon meets the Waynes' son, Bruce, and promises the boy that he will find the killer. Their investigation leads them to a parolee named Mario Pepper, whom Bullock shoots when he flees and attacks Gordon. They discover that Pepper had been framed, leading them to mobster Fish Mooney, an associate of Don Carmine Falcone. Mooney has them captured, but Falcone spares them upon his arrival. In exchange, Falcone orders Gordon to kill Oswald Cobblepot, a low-level member of Mooney's gang and informant for Gotham MCU investigators Renee Montoya and Crispus Allen. Gordon fakes Cobblepot's death, and tells him never to return to Gotham. Gordon and Bullock are celebrated for solving the Wayne murders, but Gordon confesses the truth to Bruce and his butler, Alfred Pennyworth. As Gordon leaves, Selina is seen lingering around the borders of Wayne Manor.



	2
	2
	"Selina Kyle"
	Danny Cannon
	Bruno Heller
	September 29, 2014
	4X6652
	7.45[8]



	The murder of a homeless man leads Gordon and Bullock to investigate the abductions of street kids by Patti (Lili Taylor[image: External link]) and Doug (Frank Whaley), who are underlings of Dr. Francis Dulmacher, A.K.A the Dollmaker,[5][6][7] and have been posing as members of the Mayor's Homeless Outreach Program. Meanwhile, Oswald Cobblepot takes refuge in a rented trailer after his faked death, plotting his return to Gotham City. After Patti and Doug escape, with Quillinformer worker Morry Quillan (Wayne Duvall[image: External link]) captured, Mayor Aubrey James (Richard Kind) announces plans to help Gotham's homeless kids, which involves rounding them up and shipping them out of town. Patti and Doug return and hijack one of the buses of street kids, including Selina Kyle. After Bullock's interrogation of Quillan, Gordon obtains a clue that leads to Trident International Shipping. Gordon and Bullock arrive and catch Patti and Doug while encountering Kyle. While Bruce has plans to find a way to help the children, Gordon meets with Kyle who states that she has been watching him during his visits with Bruce and might have some information on the person who shot the Waynes.



	3
	3
	"The Balloonman"
	Dermott Downs
	John Stephens
	October 6, 2014
	4X6653
	6.36[9]



	Gordon and Bullock track a vigilante who targets corrupt Gotham citizens and nicknamed "Balloonman" for strapping his victims to weather balloons. Montoya and Allen question Gordon about Cobblepot, who returns to Gotham to get revenge on Mooney. He gets a job at Don Sal Maroni's restaurant, and is befriended by Maroni (David Zayas) himself. Mooney arranges for Falcone's lover Natalia to be disfigured in a phony mugging after Falcone's men severely beat a waiter with whom Mooney had been sexually coupled. Gordon realizes that "Balloonman" is social worker Davis Lamond (Dan Bakkedahl), who was driven to become the Balloonman because of corrupt officials refusing to aid children on the streets. He warns Gordon that more vigilantes will follow in his path. At his apartment later, Gordon receives a surprise visit from Cobblepot.



	4
	4
	"Arkham"
	TJ Scott
	Ken Woodruff[image: External link]
	October 13, 2014
	4X6654
	6.39[10]



	Gordon learns of the Arkham Plan when he visits Bruce Wayne, where Alfred mentions that Falcone and Mayor James are backing the project that will improve the Arkham District. An unnamed hitman (Hakeem Kae-Kazim) has been targeting the city council members involved in the Arkham Project. After an attack on Maroni's restaurant by three masked men, Cobblepot is promoted to restaurant manager by Maroni, following his action of saving a bag of money and the death of the previous manager. Mooney pits two female singers against each other for her nightclub job opening, with the winner being Liza. Mayor James holds a conference about the Arkham Plan, announcing that Falcone will handle small housing development projects and Maroni will be refurbishing the Asylum. Later, Cobblepot kills the three masked robbers who had attacked Maroni's restaurant, who it turns out had been hired for just that purpose by Cobblepot himself, by serving them poisoned cannoli.



	5
	5
	"Viper"
	Tim Hunter[image: External link]
	Rebecca Perry Cutter
	October 20, 2014
	4X6655
	6.09[11]



	Bruce plans to find a way to speak to the board members of Wayne Enterprises to learn their connections to the Arkham District Project. A new drug called "Viper" (which is a prototype of Venom[image: External link]) is hitting the street, which endows the user with super-strength, but eventually kills them. Maroni plans to rob a casino owned by Falcone, and Cobblepot reveals his past. Gordon learns that "Viper" is being distributed at a charity event held by WellZyn and Wayne Enterprises. Gordon shoots the canister on the roof and former WellZyn employee Stan Potolsky (Daniel London) is exposed, jumping off as he suggests they check out Warehouse 39, where Gordon and Bullock later find nothing. As Mooney makes plans to conspire against Falcone with her lover and Russian mob boss Nikolai, a disguised Liza visits him in the park where she shares her opera music with him.



	6
	6
	"Spirit of the Goat"
	TJ Scott
	Ben Edlund
	October 27, 2014
	4X6656
	5.89[12]



	Ten years ago, a masked killer calling himself the "Spirit of the Goat" targeted the first born of Gotham City's elite. The Goat targets a girl named Shelley Lawson, which leads a younger Bullock and his partner Detective Dix (Dan Hedaya) to try and rescue her. When Lawson is found dead, they find the killer, Randall Milkie, who claims that "Randall Milkie is dead" as he tries to attack them. Milkie is shot down by Bullock after Dix falls through a trap door and ends up badly injured. Ten years later, Bullock finds Robert Hastings' daughter, Amanda, murdered by someone with the same "Goat" motive. Upon surgery, Harvey sees a penny inside her neck, Milkie's trademark, which only he and Dix knew, which meant that he was not an imposter. They find out that Hastings' psychotherapist Dr. Marks (Susan Misner) hypnotized both Milkie and the new killer to become the Goat to scare Gotham City's rich and corrupt. The "murder" of Cobblepot is also investigated, with Gordon the prime suspect as Montoya and Allen finally find a witness near the river. When they attempt to arrest Gordon and Bullock, Cobblepot enters the police station, causing friction between Bullock and Gordon.



	7
	7
	"Penguin's Umbrella"
	Rob Bailey
	Bruno Heller
	November 3, 2014
	4X6657
	6.63[13]



	Gordon takes Barbara to the bus station, telling her to leave Gotham. Cobblepot leads Maroni enforcer Frankie Carbone and two other henchmen to Nikolai's hideout, killing him and Carbone. The escalating mob war is put down with a land trade between the two mafia families. A drunken Bullock re-evaluates his choice for helping Gordon, and the two partners attempt to arrest the mayor and Falcone, but they give up when it is revealed that Falcone and hitman Victor Zsasz have Barbara, who had come back to try and negotiate with Falcone for Gordon. As Falcone later tends to his chickens, Cobblepot visits him, and Falcone tells him that everything is going as Cobblepot predicted. In a flashback to the night they had met Gordon, it is shown that Cobblepot and Falcone had formed a deal, in which Falcone would place Gordon in charge of killing Cobblepot, giving Cobblepot a chance at surviving, and in exchange, Cobblepot would forge an alliance with Maroni, snitching for Falcone. Cobblepot tells Falcone that Mooney and Nikolai are conspiring against him.



	8
	8
	"The Mask"
	Paul Edwards[image: External link]
	John Stephens
	November 10, 2014
	4X6658
	6.35[14]



	Bruce returns to school, where he has some trouble with the students, including Tommy Elliot (Cole Vallis), who made fun of his parents' death and asks Alfred to teach him how to defend himself. Gordon and Bullock investigate Richard Sionis (Todd Stashwick[image: External link]) who is hosting an illegal and deadly fight club where the victims are those who applied for Sionis Investments. Meanwhile, Liza's loyalty to Fish Mooney begins to falter when she learns of Mooney's plan to eventually kill Don Falcone, but Mooney presses her to steal a ledger from the Falcone's office that may be used to incriminate him. When Gordon is caught at the site of the fight club, Bullock asks GCPD for help finding Gordon. After "The Mask" and those involved are arrested, Gordon is informed by Detective Alvarez that Selina was apprehended after robbing a dress store.



	9
	9
	"Harvey Dent"
	Karen Gaviola
	Ken Woodruff
	November 17, 2014
	4X6659
	6.49[15]



	Gordon has Selina placed at Wayne Manor for her safety. During a prison transport from Blackgate Penitentiary to St. Mark Psychiatric Hospital, insane bomb maker Ian Hargrove (Leslie Odom Jr.[image: External link]) is taken by the Russian mob, who are working against Falcone following Nikolai's death. Gordon meets with Harvey Dent, who suspects tycoon Dick Lovecraft may be behind the Wayne murders. When Gordon and Bullock find Hargrove at an abandoned metal factory, they are ambushed by Russian mob thugs who make off with Hargrove. Manipulated by Fish Mooney, the new Russian boss Gregor Kasyanov (Steve Cirbus) and his crew targets Falcone's cache of money, but when a police standoff ensues, the Russians' armored truck explodes via remote control by Butch Gilzean. Oswald visits Liza at her apartment, telling her that he knows that she is a spy for Fish and that he won't tell Falcone. At a press conference, Mayor James states that Arkham Asylum will be reopened to house the criminally insane, including Ian Hargrove. Later that night, Gordon leaves a message on Barbara's phone, unaware that she has gone back to sleeping with Renee Montoya.



	10
	10
	"Lovecraft"
	Guy Ferland
	Rebecca Dameron
	November 24, 2014
	4X6660
	6.05[20]



	Assassins led by Copperhead[16][17][18] infiltrate Wayne Manor, but Bruce and Selina escape into the city. Alfred seeks Gordon and Bullock's help to find the pair. Dent suspects that Dick Lovecraft is connected to the Wayne murders and hired the assassins to cover his tracks. However, Gordon learns Lovecraft is also being targeted to hide what he knows; the assassins kill Lovecraft in a staged suicide, planting Gordon's gun at the scene. Following the armory fiasco, Cobblepot tells Falcone that Mooney has a mole in his ranks, but lies that he doesn't yet know who it is. Selina determines the assassins are after her, and she and Bruce encounter Ivy Pepper.[19] The assassins find Selina and Bruce, but Selina escapes while Bullock and Alfred arrive and rescue Bruce. Selina later kisses Bruce and returns to living on the streets. Following Lovecraft's "suicide", Mayor James reassigns Gordon to Arkham Asylum.



	11
	11
	"Rogues' Gallery"
	Oz Scott
	Sue Chung
	January 5, 2015
	4X6661
	7.06[23]



	While working guard duty at Arkham Asylum under Dr. Gerry Lang (Isiah Whitlock, Jr.), Gordon investigates a series of attacks on prisoners with the help of Dr. Leslie "Lee" Thompkins (Morena Baccarin). Mooney discusses her plan to overthrow Don Falcone with underboss Jimmy Saviano. Saviano wants to be the new boss, but Mooney is sure she is the best candidate. Oswald Cobblepot is arrested by the police for trying to further extort some fishermen already paying protection money to Sal Maroni. Cobblepot is bailed out by Maroni, who initiated the arrest to teach Cobblepot a lesson about hubris. Montoya breaks off her relationship with Barbara. Gordon, Bullock, and Essen discover that the person attacking prisoners was Jack Gruber[21][22] (Christopher Heyerdahl), who then escapes from Arkham with his associate Aaron Danzig (Kevin McCormick), after killing several guards and Dr. Lang. Saviano tries to get Butch Gilzean to join his crew and renounce Mooney, but Gilzean kills Saviano instead.



	12
	12
	"What the Little Bird Told Him"
	Eagle Egilsson[image: External link]
	Ben Edlund
	January 19, 2015
	4X6662
	6.50[24]



	Jack Gruber and Aaron Danzig escape from Arkham Asylum and rampage through Gotham. James Gordon promises the Commissioner he will arrest Gruber within 24 hours. Edward Nygma learns Gruber is a former Mafia bank robber who was betrayed by Salvatore Maroni. Gordon and Bullock put Maroni under protective custody to use as bait to attract Gruber to the police station. Gruber and Danzig attack the station, but Gordon thwarts them by shorting out Gruber's electrical apparatus with water. Fish Mooney makes her move against Falcone by "abducting" Liza and extorting him into signing his crime family over to Mooney's gang. Falcone nearly goes through with the deal, but Cobblepot informs him that Liza is Mooney's mole. Falcone confronts Mooney, has his mercenaries take both her and Butch Gilzean prisoner, and strangles Liza to death. Cobblepot inherits Mooney's nightclub and what's left of her gang. For living up to his end of the deal, Gordon is reinstated as a detective.



	13
	13
	"Welcome Back, Jim Gordon"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Megan Mostyn-Brown
	January 26, 2015
	4X6663
	6.04[25]



	Fish Mooney is tortured by Falcone's servant, but Butch Gilzean frees himself and rescues her. A homicide witness is murdered while under custody at GCPD. Gordon comes to suspect Detective Arnold Flass is behind this, and asks Cobblepot for information on Flass. Bruce asks Selina about his parents' killer, but she reveals she lied about seeing the man's face to avoid being sent to juvenile hall. Nygma gives Kristen Kringle a romantic greeting card, but Flass finds it and mocks him; Kringle later apologizes to Nygma and admits she found the card thoughtful. Cobblepot sends Gordon evidence that exposes Flass' involvement in the witness' death, and Flass is arrested. Mooney and Butch confront Cobblepot at the nightclub, but Victor Zsasz arrives and recaptures Butch. Mooney escapes and lays low, but vows to take revenge against Cobblepot.



	14
	14
	"The Fearsome Dr. Crane"
	John Behring
	John Stephens
	February 2, 2015
	4X6664
	5.79[26]



	Gordon and Bullock investigate a serial killer who is targeting members of a fear support group and extracting their adrenal glands. The killer turns out to be Gerald Crane (Julian Sands), the father of Jonathan Crane (Charlie Tahan); Gordon and Bullock are able to save one of his victims, but Crane evades capture. In light of Selina's recent claim of false witness towards his parents' killer's identity, Bruce absolves Gordon of his promise to find him. Mooney informs Maroni that Cobblepot has been working against him. Maroni tries to kill Cobblepot, who escapes. At the GCPD, Edward Nygma frames the medical examiner Dr. Guerra for hoarding body parts after Guerra has him suspended for his repeated corpse probing. After Guerra's suspension, Gordon informs Dr. Lee Thompkins (whom he is now dating) that a job has opened up for her as GCPD's medical examiner. Mooney tries to leave Gotham City, but is captured by mercenaries.



	15
	15
	"The Scarecrow"
	Nick Copus
	Ken Woodruff
	February 9, 2015
	4X6665
	5.63[27]



	Gordon and Bullock investigate Gerald Crane's background and learn his wife died in a fire that he was too scared to rescue her from; believing fear is a human flaw, he is now harvesting adrenal glands in order to create a serum that makes people confront and overcome their greatest fears. Mooney and others are imprisoned by organ harvesters; she kills the prisoners' leader and takes his place. Bruce continues a yearly family tradition by going on a hiking trip in the woods, albeit alone for the first time. He finds himself unprepared for the dangers of the forest, but Alfred eventually joins him for the campout. Maroni speaks with Falcone and agrees to let Cobblepot live, but only until Falcone's eventual death. After using the serum on himself and losing his ability to feel fear, Crane injects his son Jonathan with a much larger dose. Gordon and Bullock arrive and kill Crane in a gunfight. Jonathan is rushed to the hospital, but the serum has sent him into a state of constant terror, and he may never stop hallucinating his greatest fear: scarecrows (formidophobia).



	16
	16
	"The Blind Fortune Teller"
	Jeffrey Hunt[image: External link]
	Bruno Heller
	February 16, 2015
	4X6666
	6.19[28]



	Barbara returns to Gotham to find Ivy and Selina squatting in her apartment. Gordon and Lee investigate the murder of Lila Valeska, a snake dancer with Haly's Circus, and the Flying Graysons and the Lloyds are suspects. Gordon determines that Lila's son Jerome (Cameron Monaghan) is the killer; when questioned, Jerome admits he killed his mother for being a "nagging, drunken whore" and laughs maniacally. When business begins to decrease at Oswald Cobblepot's club, Zsasz brings in Butch Gilzean, who is knowledgeable about maintaining clubs and whom Zsasz has spent days torturing and reforming into a submissive servant for Cobblepot. Taking advice from Selina and Ivy, Barbara attempts to reunite with Gordon, but changes her mind after she sees him kissing Lee. Bruce holds a board meeting at Wayne Enterprises and voices concern to the executives that the company is involved with the mob. John Grayson and Mary Lloyd get engaged after the dispute between the two families are resolved. Mooney manages to get a meeting with the organ harvesters' boss, and is led out of the prison.



	17
	17
	"Red Hood"
	Nathan Hope
	Danny Cannon
	February 23, 2015
	4X6667
	6.53[29]



	A crew of bank robbers heists a bank, they throw some of stolen money into to crowd to ensure their escape. Gordon and Bullock track down a member named Gus Floyd (Michael Goldsmith) who called himself the Red Hood[image: External link], but find him dead in the hideout. After another robbery led by Carl Destro (Jonny Coyne), who took the position of the Red Hood's trademark mask, Gordon and Bullock track him to his house where they find him wounded. With information given by Destro, the police find and gun down the remainder of the gang (Peter Brensinger, Peter Albrink & Kevin T. Collins) in a shootout. Meanwhile, Oswald Cobblepot struggles from Maroni's actions against the restaurant, but Butch uses some cops on his payroll to seize Maroni's supplies. Fish Mooney discovers that the facility she is kept in is run by the Dollmaker. When his manager (Jeffrey Combs) tries to take her eye for organ trade purposes, she removes it herself and destroys it before passing out. An old comrade of Alfred, Reginald Payne (David O'Hara), visits him in Wayne Manor and stays over night. On the next day, however, he steals some of Bruce Wayne's files, stabs Alfred to evade capture and reports to Wayne Enterprises Board of Directors.



	18
	18
	"Everyone Has a Cobblepot"
	Bill Eagles
	Megan Mostyn-Brown
	March 2, 2015
	4X6668
	6.10[30]



	At the hospital, Alfred struggles from his wounds but refuses to implicate Payne. Gordon and Harvey Dent investigate the sudden release and reinstatement of Arnold Flass by Commissioner Loeb. Bullock reveals that Loeb has been collecting information on police officers who have committed mob murders, which Loeb uses to control and blackmail them; in Bullock's case, Loeb forced him to falsely confess to providing illegitimate evidence against Flass. Investigating a triad bookmaking office and interrogating Loeb's former partner, Gordon learns that Loeb has ties with Falcone, being in his pocket. With the help of Oswald Cobblepot, Gordon and Bullock investigate Loeb's uptown farm, where they find Loeb's psychotic daughter Miriam (Nicholle Tom) being kept in the attic. After Miriam confesses to the murder of her mother, Gordon uses that information to terminate Bullock's case by blackmailing Loeb. Meanwhile, Fish Mooney finally meets the Dollmaker (Colm Feore), who provides her with a new sky-blue irised eye and allows her to prove herself in order to become his right hand woman. Later, Fish discovers much to her dismay that the prison facility is situated on an isolated island.



	19
	19
	"Beasts of Prey"
	Eagle Egilsson
	Ken Woodruff
	April 13, 2015
	4X6669
	4.50[31]



	Despite Gordon's warning, Bruce still goes after Reginald Payne with Selina's help. Payne confesses that he was hired by Wayne Enterprises' Board of Directors. When Payne threatens to tell the Board that Bruce is coming after them, Selina pushes Payne out a window after Bruce initially moves to but hesitates, presumably killing him. Gordon and Bullock investigate a cold case murder. Upon Nygma discovering a painting of a broken heart as the key evidence, Bullock realizes that the serial killer called "the Ogre" (Milo Ventimiglia) is behind the murder. Harvey then states that everyone who tried to investigate Ogre lost their loved ones. A flashback of a victimized girl reveals the killer's motives and him keeping her prisoner for some time, until he realizes she isn't a fit for his desire, so he kills her. Meanwhile, Oswald negotiates with a bar's owner (Barbara Rosenblat) to do business, but his real intention is to kill Maroni in this bar. Mooney succeeds in escaping with the rest of the crew from Dollmaker's island, but is shot during the takeoff by the Catcher. It is revealed that Gordon was set up by Commissioner Loeb, but Gordon still goes after the killer and threatens Loeb that he will be next.



	20
	20
	"Under the Knife"
	TJ Scott
	John Stephens
	April 20, 2015
	4X6670
	4.44[32]



	The "Ogre" calls Gordon and threatens to kill someone he loves if Gordon does not stop the investigation. Following the incident with Reggie, Bruce and Selina attend Wayne Enterprises' Charity Ball with Barbara Kean, where Selina steals keys from Sid Banderslaw (Michael Potts[image: External link]), one of the Wayne Enterprises executives who sent Reggie to Wayne Manor. Cobblepot allies himself with Irish hitmen in hopes of killing Maroni, but Maroni visits the club and reveals to Oswald's mother that her son is a killer. Nygma tries to protect Kristin Kringle from her abusive boyfriend Tom Dougherty, but goes too far when he stabs him to death and has a psychotic breakdown. Investigating the Ogre's first victim, Gordon, Bullock, and Essen identify the killer as Jason Lennon, who saw Gordon with Barbara at the Charity Gallery some time ago, meaning she is the target. The Ogre approaches Barbara at the Ball and brings her to his home.



	21
	21
	"The Anvil or the Hammer"
	Paul Edwards
	Jordan Harper
	April 27, 2015
	4X6671
	4.58[33]



	Jason "The Ogre" Lennon holds Barbara captive and forces her at knifepoint to choose his next victim. Nygma disposes of Dougherty's body and forges a letter from him breaking up with Kringle. Bruce sneaks into Bunderslaw's office to open his safe, but Bunderslaw was expecting Bruce and has removed the incriminating documents. He reveals that Bruce's father knew of Wayne Enterprises' illegal activities but kept quiet. Afterwards, junior executive Lucius Fox (Chris Chalk) gives Bruce some cryptic words about his father, explaining that he did not approve of the company's crimes. Bruce confesses his and Selina's murder of Reggie to Alfred. Cobblepot sends the Irish hitmen to kill Maroni, but it is a setup designed by Cobblepot to frame Falcone and start a war between the two mob bosses. Gordon and Bullock locate Lennon's apartment, but he and Barbara have already left for her parents' mansion. There, they find Barbara's parents dead, and Gordon kills Lennon after a standoff. Later, Gordon reassures Lee that he no longer loves Barbara. Maroni begins attacking Falcone's men, and Captain Essen calls all GCPD officers to remain on duty during the upcoming gang war.



	22
	22
	"All Happy Families Are Alike"
	Danny Cannon
	Bruno Heller
	May 4, 2015
	4X6672
	4.93[34]



	The mob war between Falcone and Maroni escalates. Cobblepot attempts to kill Falcone himself and take his place, but Gordon intervenes. As Maroni's men approach, Gordon and Bullock bring Falcone, Cobblepot, and Butch to a safe house, but Fish Mooney's new gang (with Selina Kyle amongst its recruits) take them captive. Maroni arrives, but Cobblepot manipulates him and Mooney into a dispute over mob leadership. Mooney eventually shoots Maroni dead. Gordon, Bullock, and Falcone escape in the ensuing chaos. Cobblepot fights and throws Mooney off the roof into the water, becoming Gotham's new crime lord. Barbara undergoes trauma counseling with Lee, but turns out to have been driven insane by her ordeal with the Ogre; she reveals she killed her parents and attacks Lee, who neutralizes her in self-defense. When Kristen Kringle suspects him of involvement in Dougherty's disappearance, Nygma has a paranoid outburst and speaks to a second personality. Falcone retires from the mob. Believing his father led a secret life and remembering a subtle clue from Lucius Fox, Bruce discovers a hidden stairwell behind the fireplace.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Season 2 (2015–16)





	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	Rise of the Villains [35]



	23
	1
	"Damned If You Do..."
	Danny Cannon
	Bruno Heller[image: External link]
	September 21, 2015
	4X6201
	4.57[38]



	Gordon is fired and Bullock resigns from the police. Gordon works with Cobblepot, now a crime boss, to force Commissioner Loeb to reinstate Gordon as a detective and resign as police commissioner in exchange for Gordon collecting a debt from someone and regretfully killing them to protect himself. Meanwhile, several inmates of Arkham Asylum including Barbara Kean, Aaron Helzinger, Jerome Valeska, Arnold Dobkins, Richard Sionis and Robert Greenwood are broken out of the asylum by Theo Galavan (James Frain) and his sister/enforcer, Tabitha Galavan[36][37] (Jessica Lucas). All but Sionis agree to join forces with Galavan; Sionis is strangled to death for his refusal. Bruce and Alfred discover a secret room at the end of the staircase.



	24
	2
	"Knock, Knock"
	Rob Bailey
	Ken Woodruff[image: External link]
	September 28, 2015
	4X6202
	4.65[39]



	Bruce fires Alfred when the latter interferes with his exploring his father's computer, but changes his mind when Alfred agrees to physically train him so he can confront his parents' killer. Galavan kidnaps the mayor and his group of "Maniax" begin a public murder spree for the sake of publicity. The Maniax attack GCPD and kill several police officers, including Essen; Nygma is wounded saving Miss Kringle during the massacre. Following this, Bullock rejoins the force to stop the Maniax.



	25
	3
	"The Last Laugh"
	Eagle Egilsson[image: External link]
	John Stephens
	October 5, 2015
	4X6203
	4.33[40]



	Gordon and Bullock search for Jerome, but discover Paul Cicero (Jerome's father) already murdered, Galavan reveals that his family built Gotham and he is seeking revenge on those who tarnished his family name. Galavan attends a charity event that Alfred, Bruce and Leslie Thompkins also attend, which turns out to be an elaborate ruse wherein Galavan kills Jerome and is perceived to be a hero; he announces his candidacy for mayor. Several Gotham citizens see Jerome's actions on television and begin having mental breakdowns.



	26
	4
	"Strike Force"
	TJ Scott
	Danny Cannon
	October 12, 2015
	4X6204
	4.17[41]



	Nathaniel Barnes (Michael Chiklis), a new captain of the GCPD, arrives to clean up department and end corruption. With Gordon's assistance, they recruit several aspiring police trainees from the Police Academy in order to form an elite team to accomplish that goal. Galavan kidnaps Cobblepot's mother and blackmails Cobblepot into murdering all of the other candidates so that Galavan can run for mayor unopposed. When Selina begins looking for Bruce at his prep school, she is ordered off by Alfred because of her killing of Reggie. Shortly afterwards, Bruce meets with Galavan to thank him for saving his life during the charity event and meets Galavan's niece, Silver St. Cloud (Natalie Alyn Lind). Nygma and Miss Kringle have a romantic evening together. As Cobblepot begins to have Butch quietly search for his mother, Captain Barnes directs the strike force to target Cobblepot.



	27
	5
	"Scarification"
	Bill Eagles
	Jordan Harper
	October 19, 2015
	4X6205
	4.19[42]



	Cobblepot and Butch bring a chest to Galavan in his penthouse, revealing a kidnapped Sid Bunderslaw, where Tabitha removes one of his eyes. Meanwhile, the GCPD Strike Force, led by Captain Barnes and Gordon busts one of Cobblepot's money laundering house, where they're nearly killed by a man with a rocket-propelled grenade. Galavan arrives at the GCPD, where he offers help in cleaning the GCPD's corruption in exchange for support in his candidacy. Gordon gently refuses, claiming the police and politics don't match. Tabitha visits Cobblepot to discuss their next move, which requires hiring arsonists. Gordon and Bullock ambush Bridgit on a would-be robbery, where their brothers abandon her. While she tries to back off, officer Luke Garrett (Lenny Platt) tries to restrain her, but she accidentally burns him down. She escapes with Selina but Officer Garrett later dies from the fire. Galavan again visits the GCPD, where Gordon decides to support on his candidacy. In his penthouse, Galavan is visited by Father Creel (Ron Rifkin), who hands him the knife, claiming his warriors are on the way, and Bruce Wayne will die.



	28
	6
	"By Fire"
	TJ Scott
	Rebecca Perry Cutter
	October 26, 2015
	4X6206
	4.32[43]



	After moving away from the Pike brothers and in with Selina, Bridgit Pike is abducted and further abused by the Pike Brothers after attempting to leave Gotham City. Bridgit snaps and murders the other Pike Brothers, beginning a crime spree. After a visit to Selina's hideout, Gordon and Bullock arrive at the Pike Brothers apartment where they find them dead. Theo Galavan continues to lure Bruce Wayne, this time offering to help clean up the corruption at Wayne Enterprises. Butch discovers the location of Cobblepot's mother and Cobblepot begins to rally a rescue party. Bridgit Pike is incapacitated in a struggle with the GCPD strike force, publicly announced to be dead much to the dismay of Selina. Kristen Kringle learns that Nygma murdered Officer Dougherty. In an attempt to keep Kringle from telling anyone, Nygma accidentally strangles her, killing her. Meanwhile Pike is alive but her entire body is burned. She is taken to Indian Hill, an underground division of Wayne Enterprises where inhumane experiments are secretly performed. It is stated that her suit had melted onto her, rendering her fireproof.



	29
	7
	"Mommy's Little Monster"
	Kenneth Fink
	Robert Hull
	November 2, 2015
	4X6207
	4.27[44]



	Butch leads Cobblepot to the location of his mother, where Theo Galavan and Tabitha Galavan are waiting. Now cured of his programming, Butch betrays Cobblepot and Tabitha Galavan murders his mother (who though aware of her son's activities still claims him to be a good boy), though Cobblepot manages to escape, vowing to kill Theo in revenge. Galavan, now elected mayor, convinces the GCPD and the public that Cobblepot assaulted him and Galavan has Harvey Dent obtain a warrant for Cobblepot's arrest. Gordon begins to suspect that Galavan is framing Cobblepot and tracks down Butch. In an interrogation, Butch reveals that Theo has been blackmailing Cobblepot and that he murdered Cobblepot's mother. Later that night, Theo attends his victory celebration at which the GCPD are secretly stationed, ready to capture Cobblepot if he arrives. Cobblepot and his henchmen show up, but Cobblepot is quickly ambushed by Gordon. Theo attempts to convince Gordon to shoot Cobblepot, but Cobblepot narrowly escapes. Gordon informs Theo that he is determined to expose his corruption. Elsewhere, Tabitha murders a member of the GCPD strike force. Following the death of Kristen Kringle, Nygma's mental state worsens as his split personality attempts to convince him that he enjoys getting away with murder. Both of Nygma's personalities then merge.



	30
	8
	"Tonight's the Night"
	Jeffrey Hunt[image: External link]
	Jim Barnes
	November 9, 2015
	4X6208
	4.11[45]



	Theo Galavan gives Barbara permission to kill Gordon and also offers Bruce a proposition: Bruce sells his controlling position in Wayne Enterprises to Theo and, in return, Theo gives Bruce the information about his parents' killer and the culprits responsible. Barbara walks inside the GCPD and Gordon suggests he risk himself to find more information about Galavan. While en route to an unknown location on Barbara's instructions, the squad car is assaulted by Tabitha and her crew. Gordon wakes up in Gotham Cathedral, where he and Barbara were going to have their wedding before their break-up. The Strike Force discovers Gordon's location, thanks to the help of Bullock. While the Strike Force engages Tabitha's crew and rescues Leslie (who was somehow kidnapped by Tabitha), Gordon briefly fights Barbara, leading to Barbara hanging outside the church and falling, resulting in severe injuries. Following information obtained by Barbara, GCPD rescue Aubrey James from his abduction. Bruce declines Theo's proposition just as Gordon arrives and arrests Theo, who destroys the evidence on the Waynes' killer. Meanwhile, while trying to bury Kristen Kringle, Nygma discovers an injured and exhausted Penguin, who asks Nygma for help.



	31
	9
	"A Bitter Pill to Swallow"
	Louis Shaw Milito
	Megan Mostyn-Brown
	November 16, 2015
	4X6209
	4.35[46]



	Tabitha goes to an underground killer agency and pays to have James Gordon assassinated. Bruce tries to get information about his parents' killer from Silver, but is stopped by Alfred, who orders Silver to stay away from Bruce. When Bruce tries to sneak out, he is stopped by Selina, who claims she has evidence that Silver is not who she claims to be. Gordon and Barnes investigate Theo's condo for evidence. The killers arrive; Gordon and Barnes manage to fend them off, but Barnes is severely injured. Police reinforcements arrive, but are eliminated by another hired killer named Eduardo Flamingo (Raúl Castillo). After coming close to killing him, Gordon arrests Flamingo, but, before being placed in his cell, Flamingo kills another officer. Meanwhile, Nygma persuades Cobblepot to move on from the death of his mother and the both of them kill one of Theo's kidnapped henchmen in celebration. The Order of Saint Dumas arrives in Gotham City.



	32
	10
	"The Son of Gotham"
	Rob Bailey
	John Stephens
	November 23, 2015
	4X6210
	4.00[47]



	Bruce and Silver are kidnapped by Tom "The Knife" (Tommy Flanagan[image: External link]). He manipulates Silver into seemingly revealing the name of Bruce's parents' killer after being paid by Bruce and Selina. She says that the killer's name is "M. Malone" but later claims that she lied. Galavan is released after Mayor James lies, stating that Galavan did not kidnap him, framing Penguin instead. Gordon is captured by Theo, who reveals the history of his family to Gordon, but Gordon is rescued by Cobblepot and Gabe. Alfred grows suspicious of Bruce's whereabouts and searches Theo's residence, where he is wounded in a fight with Tabitha, which he narrowly escapes. When Leslie notices Kristen Kringle's absence, Nygma is forced to lie to her, claiming that Kringle left town with Officer Dougherty. Theo breaks into Wayne Manor and kidnaps Bruce, as part of the Order of St. Dumas' plan to "cleanse" Gotham.



	33
	11
	"Worse Than a Crime"
	Jeffrey Hunt
	Bruno Heller
	November 30, 2015
	4X6211
	4.51[48]



	Gordon wakes up in Nygma's house only to learn from Cobblepot that he is now a fugitive from the law for assaulting Theo Galavan. Gordon and Cobblepot begin making plans to break into Theo's residence and save Bruce. After finding Gordon, Leslie attempts to persuade him to turn himself to the GCPD by informing him that she is pregnant. Gordon, Bullock, Alfred, Selina, Cobblepot and his gang all arrive at Galavan's residence just as the Order of Saint Dumas is about to kill Bruce. During a clash between the Order and Cobblepot's gang in which the Order is defeated, Theo, Tabitha, and Silver St. Cloud begin to make their escape. Tabitha and Silver escape but leave Theo behind. Cobblepot convinces Gordon that Theo might never be convicted and the two take Theo to the docks and murder him. Later, Gordon finds Leslie and proposes to her. Theo's body is discovered by Wayne Enterprises, who take the corpse to Indian Hill where Fish Mooney's body also is being kept. The scientists state that Theo's body is to be experimented on by Professor Hugo Strange.



	Wrath of the Villains [49]



	34
	12
	"Mr. Freeze"
	Nick Copus
	Ken Woodruff
	February 29, 2016
	4X6212
	4.12[50]



	Several weeks following the death of Theo Galavan, Gordon is called in for questioning and Cobblepot is arrested. Gordon and Cobblepot lie to the police, stating that Cobblepot murdered Galavan and Gordon was not involved. Gordon is reinstated into the GCPD, while Cobblepot falsely justifies his actions as the result of mental illness. Cobblepot is sent to Arkham Asylum, where he becomes a patient of Hugo Strange (B. D. Wong), the Chief of Psychiatry. Butch takes over Cobblepot's criminal empire. Gordon and Bullock begin investigating a kidnapping and murder spree, unaware that a scientist named Victor Fries (Nathan Darrow) is the culprit. Fries has been experimenting on freezing and re-animating humans so that he can freeze his terminally ill wife Nora (Kristen Hager) until he can find a cure for her disease. When the police target Fries as a suspect, they discover his laboratory while he's away and arrest his wife. After learning of the arrest, Victor Fries attempts to turn himself in before finally discovering which of his serums can successfully reanimate a human being. Professor Strange learns of the experiments and begins making plans to recruit Fries for Indian Hill.



	35
	13
	"A Dead Man Feels No Cold"
	Eagle Egilsson
	Seth Boston
	March 7, 2016
	4X6213
	4.54[51]



	At Arkham Asylum, Professor Strange begins overseeing intensive treatments meant to reduce Oswald Cobblepot's aggressive tendencies. Upon learning that Nora is being sent to the medical wing at Arkham Asylum, Victor Fries builds an armoured suit. Fries arrives at the asylum and, after fighting through security and the police, manages to escape with Nora. Elsewhere, Bruce researches a lead, believing he has discovered that the man who killed his parents is Patrick "Matches" Malone[image: External link]. James Gordon deduces that Victor Fries will return to his home laboratory in order to freeze Nora and the police surround Fries' home to find that Gordon is correct. In the laboratory, Nora blames herself for the deaths that Fries has caused. Fries attempts to cryogenically freeze her, only to learn that Nora switched the formulas when he wasn't looking. Nora dies as a result. Distraught by Nora's death, Fries attempts to commit suicide by freezing himself. Fries is publicly pronounced dead, despite having survived the process. Fries wakes up in Indian Hill to discover that he can no longer survive outside of subzero temperatures. Fries meets Professor Strange, who offers him an alliance as a fellow scientist.



	36
	14
	"This Ball of Mud and Meanness"
	John Behring
	Jordan Harper
	March 14, 2016
	4X6214
	4.01[52]



	Bruce receives a gun from Selina and goes on the hunt for Patrick Malone with Alfred. To get the information, Alfred is forced to fight in an underground fight club, landing Alfred in the hospital. After Bruce goes on the hunt himself, Alfred contacts Gordon and Bullock so that they can save Bruce from potentially being killed. Bruce locates Malone, who later seemingly confirms he is responsible for the murder of Bruce's parents. He asks Bruce to kill him, but Bruce holds back at the last moment and leaves the gun behind, leading to Malone committing suicide. Later, in the cave, Alfred reads Bruce's letter about him moving to the streets with Selina to learn how to fight crime. Meanwhile, Leslie asks Gordon to investigate Kristen Kringle's sudden disappearance. When Nygma is informed, he swears under his breath that he will outsmart Gordon. After running a few more tests on Cobblepot, Hugo Strange declares him sane and releases him from Arkham, all the while stating that he still has plans for him.



	37
	15
	"Mad Grey Dawn"
	Nick Copus
	Robert Hull
	March 21, 2016
	4X6215
	3.89[53]



	Upon being released from Arkham Asylum when his violent nature is cured, Cobblepot visits the grave of his deceased mother. There, he crosses paths with Elijah Van Dahl (Paul Reubens). After informing Dahl that he is the son of Gertrude Kapelput, Dahl reveals that he is Cobblepot's father. Dahl had an affair with Gertrude decades in the past, but the two were separated by Dahl's disapproving family. Dahl welcomes Cobblepot into his family. Paranoid that Gordon suspects him of killing Kristen Kringle, Nygma disguises himself and begins a series of crimes that involve brain teasers. As Gordon begins solving these crimes, Nygma kills a member of the GCPD strike force, informs the GCPD that Gordon killed Galavan while pretending to be said officer, and frames Gordon for the murder. Believing Gordon murdered the officer to keep him from testifying, the GCPD arrests Gordon. After a trial, Gordon is found guilty and sentenced to Blackgate Penitentiary. Selina teaches Bruce how to survive on the streets as they steal money from Butch's nephew, with Bruce taking a massive beating from the nephew in the process. Barbara wakes from her catatonic state in Arkham Asylum.



	38
	16
	"Prisoners"
	Scott White
	Danny Cannon
	March 28, 2016
	4X6216
	3.82[54]



	Gordon is adjusting to life in Blackgate Penitentiary. Warden Carlson Grey (Ned Bellamy) announces to Gordon that he will be transferred to the gen-pop quarter dubbed "the World's End," part of Grey's plan to kill Gordon. He's constantly aided by guard Wilson Bishop (Marc Damon Johnson). Gordon is told by Bullock that Lee has lost their baby and left town. Later, he is defended from attackers by convict Peter "Puck" Davies (Peter Mark Kendall), who is beaten and sent to the infirmary. In an attempt to save Gordon, Bullock meets with Falcone. Gordon's death is successfully staged and he and Puck escape. Puck dies from his injuries, while Gordon is given a safe house so he can clear his name and find Lee. Meanwhile, Cobblepot reveals his criminal past to Dahl, for which Dahl forgives him. Dahl is told by the doctor that his heart defect is infected and he has little time to live. Upset that Cobblepot may receive what they perceive to be "their" inheritance, Dahl's wife Grace and her children Sasha and Charles poison a drink for Cobblepot to ingest. However, Dahl drinks from the bottle and dies, after stating to Cobblepot his intentions of changing his will in favor of him.



	39
	17
	"Into the Woods"
	Oz Scott
	Rebecca Perry Cutter
	April 11, 2016
	4X6217
	3.71[55]



	James Gordon continues to flee the law as he tries to clear his name. When Gordon secretly approaches Nygma for help, he deduces that Nygma framed him. Nygma electrocutes Gordon into unconsciousness, but Gordon awakes just as Nygma is preparing to stuff him in a car trunk. Gordon asks Selina to report to the GCPD. Gordon follows Nygma into the woods, from where he intends to relocate Kristen Kringle's body. Nygma admits that he framed Gordon as the GCPD eavesdrops on the conversation. They arrest Nygma before he can kill Gordon. Nygma is placed in Arkham Asylum. Nathaniel Barnes offers Gordon his job back, but Gordon declines as he has other matters with which to deal. Barbara is released from Arkham Asylum after she stops showing any signs of mental illness. Following the death of his father, Cobblepot is bullied by his step-family. However, when he discovers evidence that they killed his father, his former self returns and he murders his step-family.



	40
	18
	"Pinewood"
	John Stephens
	Robert Hull & Megan Mostyn-Brown
	April 18, 2016
	4X6218
	3.72[56]



	Bruce, Lucius, and Alfred search through the secret files on Thomas Wayne's newly fixed computer with the goal of finding a clue as to who killed him and Martha and why. Barbara tracks down Gordon. Claiming to be cured of her insanity, she tries to reconcile with Gordon, but to no avail. With Barbara's unorthodox assistance, Gordon discovers that the person who contracted Patrick Malone to kill Thomas and Martha Wayne is known as "the Philosopher." Bruce and Alfred track a lead from Thomas Wayne's computer and find Karen Jennings, a former Blackgate inmate on whom experiments were performed at Pinewood Farms, a Wayne Enterprises facility, by the Philosopher. She offers to identify the Philosopher, but Victor Fries is sent to kill her. Following Jennings' death, Lucius does further research and discovers that Hugo Strange is the Philosopher. After many failed attempts, Strange finally succeeds in resurrecting someone from the dead: Theo Galavan.



	41
	19
	"Azrael"
	Larysa Kondracki
	Jim Barnes & Ken Woodruff
	May 2, 2016
	4X6219
	3.59[57]



	Gordon questions Professor Strange about Project Chimera, which later makes Strange send Theo Galavan, now under the name Azrael, to take out Gordon. While at Arkham Asylum, Gordon bumps into Nygma in the playroom. Nygma later overhears Strange and Peabody complaining about Gordon's interference. Nygma suggests that he can help them take out Gordon, but Strange refuses his help. Bruce is told by Bullock and Gordon that there isn't enough evidence to imprison Strange. Azrael gets some memories back after looking at posters from Galavan's election. After, Gordon is in holding when the lights flicker and Azrael shows up, killing a few officers and making an unsuccessful attempt on Gordon's life. Barnes and Gordon flee to the roof, where Barnes fights Azrael with a pipe, breaks his sword, and rips off his mask, revealing Azrael's identity. In the end, Barnes is sent to the hospital and Gordon heads home, watched by Azrael from a distance.



	42
	20
	"Unleashed"
	Paul Edwards[image: External link]
	Danny Cannon
	May 9, 2016
	4X6220
	3.67[58]



	Together with Bullock and a crew of police officers, Gordon arrives at Arkham Asylum with a warrant to inspect Professor Strange's office. Strange is unfortunately one step in front of them, having shredded all of his documents. Nygma, in the meantime, is disturbed by what he saw at Indian Hill and realizes he needs to escape. As Captain Barnes is still in the hospital, Harvey Bullock becomes de facto captain. Bruce decides to go off with Selina to find a way into Arkham. Selina accepts because she wants to rescue Bridgit from Arkham, but insists she go in on her own. Gordon and Bullock arrive at Butch's mansion to talk with Tabitha, who states the sword Azrael used was fake and that the real one is located in her grandfather's tomb. They later arrive at Gotham cemetery, where they steal the sword. Azrael arrives, injuring Tabitha and escaping with the real sword. Gordon warns Alfred about Galavan just as Bruce returns to Wayne Manor. Gordon arrives and shoots Azrael multiple times, but he remains undefeated until Cobblepot and Butch arrive. Butch fires an RPG, killing Azrael.



	43
	21
	"A Legion of Horribles"
	Rob Bailey
	Jordan Harper
	May 16, 2016
	4X6221
	3.84[59]



	Selina begs to be Bridgit's servant, making use of Bridgit's alter-ego. Bruce is troubled after Selina fails to meet with him and learns of her capture. Meanwhile, Strange's project continues and he successfully resurrects Fish Mooney – the first subject to retain full memory. Bruce believes that there is a secret room in Arkham where Strange is experimenting on the dead and that the only way to be certain is if they head in themselves. Bruce, Gordon, and Fox visit Arkham to execute their plan, but their motives are revealed and all three are captured. Bruce and Fox are put in a chamber and interrogated by Nygma on Strange's behalf. Meanwhile, Gordon is brought into another room with Strange and introduced to Basil, a patient whose skin stretches more than humanly possible. Strange places him in a machine and replicates Gordon's visage onto Basil's face.



	44
	22
	"Transference"
	Eagle Egilsson
	Bruno Heller
	May 23, 2016
	4X6222
	3.62[60]



	Disguised as Gordon, Basil pulls the GCPD off of Arkham; however, Barbara later exposes Basil as an impostor. Strange prepares to detonate a bomb beneath Arkham and tells Ms. Peabody to transfer the patients to another facility. Mooney gains control of Peabody, but Strange starts the bomb's countdown under the White-Haired Lady's orders. With Nygma's help, Gordon and Lucius stop the bomb. Mooney escapes in a bus with Strange's other monsters, and encounters a shocked Penguin on the street; she knocks him out, prompting Butch and his gang to flee. Strange is arrested, Gordon leaves to find Lee, Bruce tells Alfred of his plans to find the secret council that wants him dead, and Bullock is trusted to protect Gotham. A homeless woman opens the abandoned bus, unwittingly releasing the monsters upon Gotham; among them is a boy identical to Bruce.
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	Mad City [61][62]



	45
	1
	"Better to Reign in Hell..."
	Danny Cannon
	John Stephens
	September 19, 2016
	T13.19901
	3.90[63]



	Six months after the last sighting of Fish Mooney, Lee has moved on with a new man in her life and Gordon has become a bounty hunter tracking down the Indian Hill escapees. Cobblepot puts a bounty on Fish and visits Nygma at Arkham Asylum, surmising that Fish has an ulterior motive. Bruce's mysterious doppelgänger lurks around Gotham City and learns of Bruce's identity from Ivy, who mistakes him for Bruce. Gordon, with the help of reporter Valerie Vale (Jamie Chung), tracks down Strange's assistant Ethel Peabody, but she is captured and killed by Fish. Fish's gang catches Ivy spying on them, but she runs and falls down a sewage pipe after being touched by a gang member who can accelerate a person's aging process. Bruce and Alfred call a meeting with the Wayne Enterprises Board of Directors, where Bruce threatens to disseminate his evidence pertaining to the cabal in charge behind the scenes, unless they contact him. The Court of Owls sends Talon to kidnap Bruce.



	46
	2
	"Burn the Witch"
	Danny Cannon
	Ken Woodruff[image: External link]
	September 26, 2016
	T13.19902
	3.54[64]



	Bruce is brought before Kathryn, a high-ranking member of the Court, whom he recognizes from various Wayne functions. She orders him to cease his investigations into them, Wayne Enterprises, Indian Hill, and the deaths of his parents, to which he obliges in exchange for the lives of those closest to him. Ivy washes ashore as a grown woman. Fish captures Bullock and uses her powers to make him lead her to the secret facility holding Strange. Gordon makes a deal with Fish to help her escape with Strange if she hands over Bullock, and informs Cobblepot of her escape route. Cobblepot prepares to kill her but, when she reveals that she let him live because he was her greatest creation, he lets her go. The mob breaks into the facility and kills some of Fish's minions. Valerie visits Gordon about his deal with Fish, and they share a kiss. Bruce's doppelgänger breaks into Wayne Manor. Lee returns to Gotham.



	47
	3
	"Look Into My Eyes"
	Rob Bailey
	Danny Cannon
	October 3, 2016
	T13.19903
	3.19[65]



	Hypnotist Jervis Tetch (Benedict Samuel) hires Gordon to find his sister Alice (Naian Gonzalez Norvind), an Indian Hill escapee whose blood contains a virus. Barnes offers Lee her old job back at GCPD. Cobblepot runs for mayor to clean up Gotham's corrupt system; to aid with his campaign, he has Edward Nygma declared legally sane and released from Arkham. Gordon gets into a brawl and is stitched up by Lee's new fiancé, Mario Calvi (James Carpinello), at the ER. After Alice tells Gordon she wants nothing to do with her brother, Gordon questions Tetch, who hypnotizes him into nearly committing suicide. Alice saves Gordon, who brings her into GCPD. Lee and Mario have dinner with Mario's father, the ex-Don Carmine Falcone. Bruce takes in his doppelgänger – Subject 514A – who demonstrates impressive fighting skills and an imperviousness to pain. 514A later impersonates Bruce and takes an oblivious Selina out on the town.



	48
	4
	"New Day Rising"
	Eagle Egilsson[image: External link]
	Robert Hull
	October 10, 2016
	T13.19904
	3.42[66]



	514A assists Selina in robbing a bar and rescues her when she is captured, but she sees the scars on his body and identifies him as an imposter. 514A admits he wanted to experience a normal life by socializing with someone, but Selina reassures him that he is more normal than he thinks, and they kiss. Tetch hypnotizes the wrestling Tweedle Brothers to help him break into GCPD and kidnap Alice, but Gordon and Bullock track them down. Gordon finds himself still under the suicidal influence of Tetch's hypnosis; realizing his suicidal urges are connected to his issues with Lee, Gordon overcomes them and breaks the spell. Alice falls and is impaled on a pipe, leaving a grief-stricken Tetch to escape. While investigating the crime scene, Barnes becomes infected by Alice's dripping blood. Cobblepot bribes campaign officials to buy the election, but Nygma takes the money back; to Cobblepot's shock, he wins the election anyway, and realizes Nygma wanted to show him that the people genuinely want him as Mayor. 514A bids farewell to Bruce and tries to leave Gotham, but is kidnapped by the Court.



	49
	5
	"Anything for You"
	TJ Scott
	Denise Thé
	October 17, 2016
	T13.19905
	3.32[67]



	Cobblepot's term as mayor starts off well, but a new Red Hood Gang appears and openly challenges his authority. Nygma discovers that Butch is behind the new gang as part of a scheme to make himself Cobblepot's right-hand man again. At a celebratory party in the mayor's honor, Nygma manipulates Butch into exposing himself as the mastermind behind the Red Hoods, thus reinforcing his own position as Cobblepot's most trusted friend and ally. Barnes asks Lee about the tests on Alice Tetch's blood without revealing that he was exposed to it. At Gordon's suggestion, Bruce tells Selina how he feels about her, but she dismissively tells him that he only feels that way because he's never dated anyone. Bruce reasserts his feelings and Selina kisses him. Elsewhere, Jervis Tetch mourns his sister's death and plots revenge against Gordon.



	50
	6
	"Follow the White Rabbit"
	Nathan Hope
	Steven Lilien & Bryan Wynbrandt
	October 24, 2016
	T13.19906
	3.48[68]



	Tetch hypnotizes several civilians into life-threatening situations, and forces Gordon to choose whom to save. Tetch later kidnaps Valerie and Lee, and again forces Gordon to make a choice; Gordon says Lee, resulting in Tetch shooting Valerie instead. Valerie is rushed to the hospital. Meanwhile, Cobblepot realizes he's in love with Nygma and plans to confess his feelings for him, but Nygma meets a woman named Isabella who reminds him of Kristen Kringle.



	51
	7
	"Red Queen"
	Scott White
	Megan Mostyn-Brown
	October 31, 2016
	T13.19907
	3.16[69]



	Valerie recovers, but ends her relationship with Gordon, knowing he manipulated Tetch into shooting her instead of Lee. Tetch breaks into the morgue and drains the blood from Alice's corpse. He also exposes Gordon to the powerful "Red Queen" hallucinogen, causing intense hallucinations that bring Gordon to a war-torn GCPD, to a life where he is married to Lee with two children, and to an encounter with his deceased father, who encourages him to be a better protector for Gotham. Mario brings Gordon back to consciousness. Cobblepot attempts to manipulate Isabella and Nygma into breaking off their relationship, but to no avail. Barnes loses control and attacks a suspect while questioning him over the break-in; he and Bullock learn Tetch is planning to spread the virus at the city Founders' Party, and arrest him in time. Gordon decides to honor his father by rejoining the GCPD.



	52
	8
	"Blood Rush"
	Rob Bailey
	Tze Chun
	November 7, 2016
	T13.19908
	3.52[70]



	After losing control and killing a criminal, Barnes visits Jervis Tetch at Arkham Asylum and demands to know if the virus can be cured, but Tetch says it's only a matter of time before it takes him over. Barnes begins hearing voices that urge him to kill more criminals. Lee and Mario throw an engagement party, where Barnes makes plans to turn himself in to police custody. However, his psychosis overpowers him when he learns Dr. Symon, a killer he arrested, has been released thanks to his powerful connections. Losing faith in Gotham's justice system, Barnes kills Symon and plans to murder criminals on a larger scale.



	53
	9
	"The Executioner"
	John Behring
	Ken Woodruff
	November 14, 2016
	T13.19909
	3.63[71]



	Driven mad by the virus, Nathaniel Barnes has become a vigilante, murdering any criminals that cross his path. After Gordon becomes suspicious of Barnes, he attempts to frame Gordon for the murder of a low-level criminal, but is unable to convince the GCPD. After a showdown, Barnes is arrested and incarcerated in Arkham Asylum. After Cobblepot kills Isabella, Nygma suspects Butch Gilzean for the act; Cobblepot promises to help bring retribution to Butch. Ivy Pepper reveals herself to Bruce and Selina in her new adult form. However, she is being followed by people seeking to kill her for a necklace she stole. The three of them escape and later find the necklace's original owner dead; the necklace is revealed to contain a key.



	54
	10
	"Time Bomb"
	Hanelle M. Culpepper
	Robert Hull
	November 21, 2016
	T13.19910
	3.44[72]



	Bruce learns the gang who's after the key is out to destroy the Court of Owls and is therefore not his enemy. Soon after, Talon murders the gang leader. When Mario is targeted by assassins, Falcone deduces that the Court is responsible and successfully blackmails them into ceasing their attack. Nygma kidnaps and tortures Butch and Tabitha before discovering that they are not responsible for Isabella's death; showing remorse after cutting off Tabitha's hand, he allows them to go to the hospital. After investigating the matter, Barbara realizes Cobblepot killed Isabella and plans to use the truth to stage a power grab. Gordon says one final goodbye to Lee before her upcoming wedding to Mario. When Mario sees Lee with Gordon from a distance, he bursts into a fit of rage and exhibits symptoms of the Tetch virus.



	55
	11
	"Beware the Green-Eyed Monster"
	Danny Cannon
	John Stephens
	November 28, 2016
	T13.19911
	3.37[73]



	Infected by Alice Tetch's blood, Mario vows to make Lee hate Gordon and orchestrates a series of events to make her believe Gordon is trying to sabotage their wedding. The plan works and, just before the wedding, she vows never to see Gordon again. On their honeymoon, a deranged Mario attempts to kill an oblivious Lee, but Gordon arrives and guns him down, much to her shock. Barbara informs Nygma that Cobblepot killed Isabella because he's in love with him; after verifying this information, Barbara and Nygma plan to betray Cobblepot and usurp his power in the mob. Bruce, Selina, and Alfred use the key to open the Court of Owls' vault and steal its contents – a crystalline owl statue – but are intercepted by Talon; Selina's mother reveals herself and helps them kill Talon.



	56
	12
	"Ghosts"
	Eagle Egilsson
	Danny Cannon
	January 16, 2017
	T13.19912
	3.69[74]



	In the wake of Mario's death, a vengeful Falcone sends Zsasz to kill Gordon; however, after seeing what the virus has done to Barnes, Lee realizes Gordon may have been justified and persuades Falcone to call off the hit. Unhinged by ghostly sightings of his father, Cobblepot insults Gotham's citizens on live TV and murders his Deputy Chief of Staff, unaware that Nygma is orchestrating his downward spiral. Selina accepts her mother Maria (Ivana Miličević) back into her life, but later learns Maria owes money to criminal Cole Clemons. Investigating the discovery of a briefly reanimated corpse, Gordon and Bullock pursue ex-Indian Hill employee Dwight Pollard (David Dastmalchian) as he prepares to resurrect another corpse: Jerome Valeska.



	57
	13
	"Smile Like You Mean It"
	Olatunde Osunsanmi[image: External link]
	Steven Lilien & Bryan Wynbrandt
	January 23, 2017
	T13.19913
	3.60[75]



	When the reanimation seemingly fails, Dwight cuts off Jerome's face and wears it as a mask while he leads a cult of fanatics to take over a news station. GCPD stops the cult, but Jerome awakens belatedly at GCPD Headquarters and abducts Dwight. Nygma, Barbara, and Tabitha manipulate Cobblepot into believing the other crime bosses have turned against him. Bruce agrees to pay Maria's debt to Cole, but Selina becomes furious upon discovering the whole thing was a con Maria and Cole ran together, and that Bruce even suspected this but didn't want Selina to learn the painful truth. After reattaching his face, Jerome ignites explosives that kill Dwight and knock out Gotham's power, causing a citywide blackout.



	58
	14
	"The Gentle Art of Making Enemies"
	Louis Shaw Milito
	Seth Boston
	January 30, 2017
	T13.19914
	3.46[76]



	During the blackout, the GCPD struggles to contain the riots committed by both Jerome's followers and random citizens gone corrupt. Jerome kidnaps Bruce and drags him to a circus, planning a theatrical execution in front of his followers. Accompanied by Alfred, Gordon and Bullock lead the GCPD Strike Force to the circus. Bruce escapes and fights Jerome in a house of mirrors, but resists the urge to kill him; Jerome is then subdued and sent back to Arkham Asylum by Gordon, restoring order to the city. Barbara, Tabitha, and Butch threaten Cobblepot into helping them find and kill Nygma; realizing he truly loves him, Cobblepot refuses. Nygma then reveals that it was all a ruse to make him realize he is incapable of love. Despite Cobblepot having proven otherwise, Nygma shoots him and drops him into Gotham Harbor. Gordon is reunited with his uncle Frank (James Remar), who is secretly a member of the Court of Owls, and the Court continues to brainwash Bruce's doppelgänger, 514A.



	Heroes Rise [77]



	59
	15
	"How the Riddler Got His Name"
	TJ Scott
	Megan Mostyn-Brown
	April 24, 2017
	T13.19915
	2.99[78]



	Bruce is summoned by Selina through a letter, but she denies sending the letter and orders him to stay away from her. Bruce later realizes the letter was sent by 514A, who drugs him and usurps his identity, while the real Bruce is sent to a faraway dungeon. Gordon reconnects with his uncle Frank, who attempts to persuade him to become a member of the Court of Owls. Nygma attempts to build a name for himself by sending the police on goose chases while also picking Lucius Fox as a potential arch-nemesis. After speaking to hallucinations of Cobblepot, Nygma decides to let him go and embraces his new persona as the Riddler. Meanwhile, Cobblepot wakes up in Ivy Pepper's apartment after surviving the gunshot wound.



	60
	16
	"These Delicate and Dark Obsessions"
	Ben McKenzie
	Robert Hull
	May 1, 2017
	T13.19916
	3.02[79]



	After fully recovering, Cobblepot attempts to build an army to take back power from Nygma, Barbara, Tabitha and Butch. He calls Gabe, who betrays and attempts to auction him, but Ivy uses her perfume to rescue him and Cobblepot kills Gabe in retribution. At the dungeon, a Shaman gives Bruce hallucinogens that cause him to relive the night of his parents' murder, and he begins his training soon after. After learning a weapon is being transported to Gotham, Gordon investigates the Court of Owls further and realizes his father's death was a hit organized by Frank. Frank is ordered to kill Jim, but he instead commits suicide and Jim decides to meet with Kathryn.



	61
	17
	"The Primal Riddle"
	Maja Vrvilo
	Steven Lilien & Bryan Wynbrandt
	May 8, 2017
	T13.19917
	3.03[80]



	After being tipped off by Barbara about the Court of Owls, Nygma goes on a vendetta to solve the riddle of who controls Gotham. Nygma takes Mayor Aubrey James hostage, televising a threat to end his life if he does not learn the identity of the Court. Gordon arranges a meeting with Nygma at GCPD Headquarters, and convinces Nygma to have him escorted to the Court himself; in exchange, Gordon takes the place of the deceased Frank Gordon in the Court. Cobblepot and Ivy recruit Victor Fries and Bridgit Pike for the army that he plans to use against Nygma. 514A struggles to gain Alfred's trust, and attempts to kill Selina by pushing her out of a window to cover up his true nature as a clone.



	62
	18
	"Light the Wick"
	Mark Tonderai
	Tze Chun
	May 15, 2017
	T13.19918
	2.98[81]



	Ivy visits Selina in the hospital and uses her plants to heal her injuries; Selina recovers and heads to Wayne Manor to kill 514A. Lee rules Frank's death a homicide and attempts to have Gordon questioned, but when she suspects Bullock and Lucius are helping Gordon evade justice, she resigns from the GCPD. The Court of Owls kidnaps Barnes and forces Hugo Strange to harness the Tetch virus from his blood; with Strange's assistance, Gordon learns the Court intends to release the virus onto Gotham and discreetly works with Cobblepot to prevent a group of socialites from being exposed. Bruce manages to overcome his rage during his training, and the Shaman deems him ready to return to Gotham and embrace his power. Cobblepot is imprisoned in the Court's headquarters with Nygma. After deeming Gordon a traitor, Kathryn orders Barnes to kill him.



	63
	19
	"All Will Be Judged"
	John Behring
	Ken Woodruff
	May 22, 2017
	T13.19919
	2.92[82]



	Selina attacks 514A and exposes his identity to Alfred, but the clone subdues them and escapes. At a hideout near Gotham, the Shaman purges Bruce of the pain of his parents' deaths and places him under his control, telling him of his mission to destroy the Court. Cobblepot and Nygma reluctantly work together to escape the Court, but resume their feud afterward. Gordon and Bullock discover that the Court's crystal owl statues contain maps of marked locations in Gotham. Gordon and Alfred interrogate Kathryn for Bruce's whereabouts, but Barnes attacks GCPD and beheads her before she can reveal anything. Gordon shoots off Barnes' left hand; Barnes is captured but escapes again. Using the crystal owl that Bruce stole, GCPD finds several locations where Bruce might be. After speaking with Jervis at Arkham and realizing she is the one to blame for Mario's death, Lee steals a vial of the Tetch virus from the GCPD and injects herself with it.



	64
	20
	"Pretty Hate Machine"
	Danny Cannon
	Steven Lilien & Bryan Wynbrandt
	May 29, 2017
	T13.19920
	3.03[83]



	After taking the virus, Lee buries Jim alive in a coffin with his only escape being the Tetch virus. Lee goes to the GCPD to taunt them with a CB radio and ends up locked up in a cell. Jim eventually runs out of oxygen and has no choice but to inject the virus into his body in order to save himself and attempt to save the city from the Alice Tetch virus. The Shaman, who has executed the remaining Court of Owls prepares Bruce to detonate the bomb from Wayne Enterprises. Alfred interrogates Hugo Strange and learns Bruce's location, and tells Harvey he thinks the bomb is at the nearby train station. Alfred then arrives at Wayne Enterprises and kills the Shaman, who, in his last words, redirects Bruce to "the Demon's Head", while the bomb, which was triggered when the Shaman grabbed Bruce's hand, unleashes the virus across the city. Meanwhile, Cobblepot, who is held at his death by Nygma, is taken away by Fish Mooney, who comes to claim him.



	65
	21
	"Destiny Calling"
	Nathan Hope
	Danny Cannon
	June 5, 2017
	T13.19921
	3.17[84]



	Fish kidnaps Strange and manages to find the antidote to the virus but she is murdered by the infected Gordon and the antidote is destroyed. A mourning Cobblepot is arrested by the GCPD after being attacked by the League of Shadows' ninjas. However, Gordon offers to trade Cobblepot to him in exchange for Tetch. Meanwhile, Barbara has Tetch kidnapped in order to forcibly get his help in reversing the effects of the virus. Bruce escapes from police custody when they are overwhelmed by the infected and seeks out Ra's Al Ghul, who has Bruce prove his worth by impaling Alfred with a sword through his chest.



	66
	22
	"Heavydirtysoul"
	Rob Bailey
	Robert Hull
	June 5, 2017
	T13.19922
	3.03[84]



	After killing Alfred, Bruce breaks free from his conditioning and revives him with the waters of the Lazarus Pit, while Ra's escapes. Barbara, Butch and Tabitha track down Nygma after he takes the kidnapped Tetch to trade with Gordon, who begins to feel the effects of the virus. Cobblepot captures Nygma and has him frozen and kept as a trophy. Barbara shoots Butch in the head before being electrocuted by Tabitha. A comatose Butch is placed in hospital, his birth name being revealed as Cyrus Gold. Cobblepot also makes plans to open a new nightclub called "The Iceberg Lounge". Tabitha becomes a mentor to Selina and teaches her how to use a whip. Using Tetch's blood, an antidote is synthesized, and Gordon and Lee are cured. With Gotham cured from the virus, Lee leaves Gotham and leaves a letter for Jim. Bruce is encouraged to make his own decisions by Alfred and then becomes a masked vigilante.
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	67
	1
	"Pax Penguina"[85]
	Danny Cannon
	John Stephens
	TBA
	TBA
	TBD
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 Season 1 (2014–15)





	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Pilot"
	September 22, 2014
	3.2/10
	8.21[4]
	2.7
	5.84
	6.0
	14.15[86]



	2
	"Selina Kyle"
	September 29, 2014
	2.8/8
	7.45[8]
	1.9
	4.33
	4.7
	11.81[87]



	3
	"The Balloonman"
	October 6, 2014
	2.5/8
	6.36[9]
	2.0
	4.52
	4.5
	10.88[88]



	4
	"Arkham"
	October 13, 2014
	2.4/7
	6.39[10]
	1.7
	3.95
	4.5
	10.34[89]



	5
	"Viper"
	October 20, 2014
	2.3/7
	6.09[11]
	1.7
	4.33
	4.0
	10.12[90]



	6
	"Spirit of the Goat"
	October 27, 2014
	2.2/7
	5.89[12]
	1.5
	3.78
	3.7
	9.66[91]



	7
	"Penguin's Umbrella"
	November 3, 2014
	2.4/7
	6.63[13]
	1.7
	3.83
	4.1
	10.47[92]



	8
	"The Mask"
	November 10, 2014
	2.2/7
	6.35[14]
	1.6
	3.68
	3.8
	10.03[93]



	9
	"Harvey Dent"
	November 17, 2014
	2.3/6
	6.49[15]
	1.7
	3.77
	4.0
	10.26[94]



	10
	"Lovecraft"
	November 24, 2014
	2.3/7
	6.05[20]
	1.5
	3.56
	3.8
	9.61[95]



	11
	"Rogues' Gallery"
	January 5, 2015
	2.5/8
	7.06[23]
	1.3
	3.04
	3.8
	10.10[96]



	12
	"What the Little Bird Told Him"
	January 19, 2015
	2.2/7
	6.50[24]
	1.6
	3.49
	3.8
	9.99[97]



	13
	"Welcome Back, Jim Gordon"
	January 26, 2015
	2.1/6
	6.04[25]
	1.3
	3.03
	3.4
	9.07[98]



	14
	"The Fearsome Dr. Crane"
	February 2, 2015
	1.9/6
	5.79[26]
	1.3
	2.80
	3.2
	8.59[99]



	15
	"The Scarecrow"
	February 9, 2015
	1.8/6
	5.63[27]
	1.2
	2.76
	3.0
	8.39[100]



	16
	"The Blind Fortune Teller"
	February 16, 2015
	2.1/6
	6.19[28]
	1.3
	3.06
	3.4
	9.25[101]



	17
	"Red Hood"
	February 23, 2015
	2.3/7
	6.53[29]
	1.3
	3.20
	3.6
	9.73[102]



	18
	"Everyone Has a Cobblepot"
	March 2, 2015
	2.0/6
	6.10[30]
	1.4
	3.11
	3.4
	9.21[103]



	19
	"Beasts of Prey"
	April 13, 2015
	1.5/5
	4.50[31]
	1.1
	2.63
	2.6
	7.13[104]



	20
	"Under the Knife"
	April 20, 2015
	1.6/5
	4.44[32]
	1.1
	2.85
	2.7
	7.28[105]



	21
	"The Anvil or the Hammer"
	April 27, 2015
	1.5/5
	4.58[33]
	1.1
	2.65
	2.6
	7.23[106]



	22
	"All Happy Families Are Alike"
	May 4, 2015
	1.7/6
	4.93[34]
	1.1
	2.64
	2.8
	7.57[107]
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 Season 2 (2015–16)





	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Damned If You Do..."
	September 21, 2015
	1.6/5
	4.57[38]
	1.2
	2.92
	2.8
	7.49[108]



	2
	"Knock, Knock"
	September 28, 2015
	1.6/5
	4.65[39]
	1.3
	2.90
	2.9
	7.54[109]



	3
	"The Last Laugh"
	October 5, 2015
	1.5/5
	4.33[40]
	1.2
	2.78
	2.7
	7.11[110]



	4
	"Strike Force"
	October 12, 2015
	1.5/5
	4.17[41]
	1.3
	2.64
	2.8
	6.81[111]



	5
	"Scarification"
	October 19, 2015
	1.3/4
	4.19[42]
	1.1
	2.43
	2.4
	6.62[112]



	6
	"By Fire"
	October 26, 2015
	1.5/5
	4.32[43]
	1.1
	2.43
	2.6
	6.76[113]



	7
	"Mommy's Little Monster"
	November 2, 2015
	1.6/5
	4.27[44]
	1.1
	2.77
	2.7
	7.04[114]



	8
	"Tonight's the Night"
	November 9, 2015
	1.5/4
	4.11[45]
	1.2
	2.70
	2.7
	6.81[115]



	9
	"A Bitter Pill to Swallow"
	November 16, 2015
	1.5/5
	4.35[46]
	1.1
	2.46
	2.6
	6.79[116]



	10
	"The Son of Gotham"
	November 23, 2015
	1.4/4
	4.00[47]
	1.0
	2.49
	2.4
	6.49[117]



	11
	"Worse Than a Crime"
	November 30, 2015
	1.6/5
	4.51[48]
	1.0
	2.42
	2.6
	6.93[118]



	12
	"Mr. Freeze"
	February 29, 2016
	1.5/5
	4.12[50]
	1.0
	2.44
	2.5
	6.57[119]



	13
	"A Dead Man Feels No Cold"
	March 7, 2016
	1.5/5
	4.54[51]
	1.0
	2.23
	2.5
	6.77[120]



	14
	"This Ball of Mud and Meanness"
	March 14, 2016
	1.3/4
	4.01[52]
	1.0
	2.31
	2.3
	6.32[121]



	15
	"Mad Grey Dawn"
	March 21, 2016
	1.3/4
	3.89[53]
	0.8
	2.09
	2.1
	5.98[122]



	16
	"Prisoners"
	March 28, 2016
	1.3/5
	3.82[54]
	0.8
	1.92
	2.1
	5.72[123]



	17
	"Into the Woods"
	April 11, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.71[55]
	0.9
	2.07
	2.1
	5.78[124]



	18
	"Pinewood"
	April 18, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.72[56]
	0.9
	2.16
	2.1
	5.88[125]



	19
	"Azrael"
	May 2, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.59[57]
	0.9
	2.18
	2.1
	5.77[126]



	20
	"Unleashed"
	May 9, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.67[58]
	0.9
	1.93
	2.1
	5.61[127]



	21
	"A Legion of Horribles"
	May 16, 2016
	1.3/4
	3.84[59]
	0.8
	1.88
	2.1
	5.72[128]



	22
	"Transference"
	May 23, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.62[60]
	0.8
	1.94
	2.0
	5.55[129]
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 Season 3 (2016–17)





	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Better to Reign in Hell..."
	September 19, 2016
	1.3/4
	3.90[63]
	0.9
	2.24
	2.2
	6.14[130]



	2
	"Burn the Witch"
	September 26, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.54[64]
	1.0
	2.39
	2.2
	5.93[131]



	3
	"Look Into My Eyes"
	October 3, 2016
	1.0/3
	3.19[65]
	0.8
	2.05
	1.8
	5.24[132]



	4
	"New Day Rising"
	October 10, 2016
	1.1/3
	3.42[66]
	N/A
	1.82
	N/A
	5.24[133]



	5
	"Anything for You"
	October 17, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.32[67]
	0.7
	1.88
	1.9
	5.21[134]



	6
	"Follow the White Rabbit"
	October 24, 2016
	1.1/4
	3.48[68]
	0.7
	N/A
	1.8[135]
	N/A



	7
	"Red Queen"
	October 31, 2016
	1.0/3
	3.16[69]
	0.8
	2.06
	1.8
	5.22[136]



	8
	"Blood Rush"
	November 7, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.52[70]
	0.8
	1.95
	2.0
	5.47[137]



	9
	"The Executioner"
	November 14, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.63[71]
	0.7
	1.82
	1.9
	5.45[138]



	10
	"Time Bomb"
	November 21, 2016
	1.1/4
	3.44[72]
	0.9
	2.06
	2.0
	5.50[139]



	11
	"Beware the Green-Eyed Monster"
	November 28, 2016
	1.0/3
	3.37[73]
	0.7
	1.70
	1.7
	5.08[140]



	12
	"Ghosts"
	January 16, 2017
	1.2/4
	3.69[74]
	0.7
	1.62
	1.9
	5.31[141]



	13
	"Smile Like You Mean It"
	January 23, 2017
	1.2/4
	3.60[75]
	0.6
	N/A
	1.8[142]
	N/A



	14
	"The Gentle Art of Making Enemies"
	January 30, 2017
	1.1/4
	3.46[76]
	0.7
	1.63
	1.8
	5.09[143]



	15
	"How the Riddler Got His Name"
	April 24, 2017
	1.0/4
	2.99[78]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	16
	"These Delicate and Dark Obsessions"
	May 1, 2017
	1.0/4
	3.02[79]
	0.6
	N/A
	1.6[144]
	N/A



	17
	"The Primal Riddle"
	May 8, 2017
	1.0/4
	3.03[80]
	0.6
	N/A
	1.6[145]
	N/A



	18
	"Light the Wick"
	May 15, 2017
	0.9/3
	2.98[81]
	0.7
	1.59
	1.6
	4.57[146]



	19
	"All Will Be Judged"
	May 22, 2017
	1.0/4
	2.92[82]
	0.6
	1.66
	1.6
	4.59[147]



	20
	"Pretty Hate Machine"
	May 29, 2017
	1.0/4
	3.03[83]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD



	21
	"Destiny Calling"
	June 5, 2017
	1.0/4
	3.17[84]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD



	22
	"Heavydirtysoul"
	June 5, 2017
	0.9/4
	3.03[84]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
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Gotham (TV series)






Gotham is an American crime drama[image: External link] television series developed by Bruno Heller[image: External link], based on characters published by DC Comics and appearing in the Batman franchise, primarily those of James Gordon and Bruce Wayne. The series stars Ben McKenzie as the young Gordon, while Heller executive-produces, along with Danny Cannon, who also directed the pilot.

Originally the series would have related only Gordon's early days on the Gotham City Police Department, but the series subsequently included the Wayne character and the origin stories of several Batman villains[image: External link], including Penguin,[7] Riddler[image: External link],[7] Catwoman,[7] Poison Ivy,[8] Two-Face[image: External link],[9] Scarecrow,[10] Mr. Freeze,[11] Hugo Strange,[9] Mad Hatter,[12] and Ra's al Ghul.[13]

Gotham premiered on Fox[image: External link] on September 22, 2014. In March 2016, the series was renewed for a third season which premiered on September 19, 2016.[14][15] In May 2017, Fox renewed the series for a fourth season.[16]





TOP
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 Plot



In the first season, a new recruit in the Gotham City Police Department named James Gordon is paired with veteran detective[image: External link] Harvey Bullock to solve one of Gotham City[image: External link]'s highest-profile cases: the murders of Thomas and Martha Wayne. During his investigation, Gordon meets the Waynes' son Bruce who is now in the care of his butler Alfred Pennyworth. Meeting the younger Wayne further compels Gordon to catch the mysterious killer. Other characters encountered early on include low-level gang member Oswald Cobblepot, forensics worker Edward Nygma[image: External link], street orphans Selina Kyle and Pamela "Ivy" Pepper, assistant district attorney Harvey Dent[image: External link], and medical doctor Leslie Thompkins. Gordon becomes involved with Gotham's crime families[image: External link] and associates including gangster[image: External link] Fish Mooney and crime lords[image: External link] Carmine Falcone and Salvatore Maroni. Eventually, Gordon forms an unlikely friendship with Bruce, one that will help shape the boy's future in becoming Batman.[7]

In the second season taking place one month later, Gordon deals with a series of events that are being secretly orchestrated by Theo Galavan and his sister Tabitha as part of an elaborate plan to take over Gotham as the new Mayor of Gotham City[image: External link], which involved Mayor Aubrey James' abduction and exacting revenge against the Wayne Family[image: External link] with help from the Order of St. Dumas. After Galavan is subsequently murdered in his run for mayor, the Gotham City Police Department deals with the actions of Victor Fries. At the same time, the enigmatic Hugo Strange and his assistant Ethel Peabody conduct a series of bizarre experiments underneath Arkham Asylum in the underground Indian Hill facility that is secretly owned by Wayne Enterprises and overseen by the Court.

In the third season taking place six months later, Gordon has become a bounty hunter as he works to track down Indian Hill experiments that escaped six months earlier as well as a revived Fish Mooney who has recruited some of the Indian Hill experiments to form another version of her gang. While planning to get Leslie Thompkins back, he also encounters Carmine Falcone's son Mario Calvi[image: External link]. Gordon also has to tangle with hypnotist Jervis Tetch who arrives in Gotham City to look for his lost sister Alice Tetch. While Jim rejoins the GCPD, the city plunges into a state of corruption: Alice Tetch's poisonous blood drives many crazy, including Captain Nathaniel Barnes and Mario Calvi. The deceased Jerome Valeska's followers led by Dwight Pollard revive Jerome, who kills Dwight and resumes previous vendetta against the city, but is eventually stopped by Bruce and Gordon.[17] Later, Gordon has to deal with the Court of Owls working on behalf of Ra's al Ghul, Bruce continues training to defend Gotham, Penguin and Ivy team up to form an army of Indian Hill freaks, and Edward Nygma begins to embrace his new role as "The Riddler."
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 Episodes



Main article: List of Gotham episodes



	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(in millions)



	
	1[image: External link]
	22
	September 22, 2014
	May 4, 2015
	68
	7.56[18]



	
	2[image: External link]
	22
	September 21, 2015
	May 23, 2016
	89
	5.37[19]



	
	3[image: External link]
	22
	September 19, 2016
	June 5, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
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 Cast and characters



See also: List of Gotham characters[image: External link]


	Ben McKenzie as James Gordon – In September 2013, it was reported that Fox[image: External link] was developing a TV series centred on James Gordon's early days as a police detective and the origin stories of various Batman villains[image: External link].[20] In February 2014, McKenzie was cast as the lead character.[21] When describing his character in an interview, McKenzie stated that Gordon "is a truly honest man. The last honest man in a city full of crooked people. He's not an anti-hero, he’s a true hero – but he will have to compromise."[22]

	Donal Logue[image: External link] as Harvey Bullock – In early 2014, it was announced that Logue was cast as Harvey Bullock, a character who serves as James Gordon's ethically conflicted and compromised partner in the GCPD.[23]

	David Mazouz[image: External link] as Bruce Wayne – In March 2014, Mazouz was cast as Bruce Wayne.[24] When discussing his character, Mazouz stated that "you never got to explore what Bruce Wayne was going through or his grieving process or what his anger makes him do. At this point in his life, he’s angry, he's scared, he’s compulsive, and he's lonely. He's looking for any meaning to his parents’ death. You'll see the things that he'll do to himself and to other people while he's grieving, and you'll see how he becomes a regular kid again."[25]

	Zabryna Guevara[image: External link] as Sarah Essen[image: External link] – In February 2014, Guevara was confirmed for the series. Descriptions revealed her character to be a police captain[image: External link] at the GCPD and James Gordon's direct superior.[26][27]

	Sean Pertwee[image: External link] as Alfred Pennyworth – In February 2014, Pertwee was cast as Alfred Pennyworth in the series.[26][27] Pertwee's character would take inspiration from the Earth One[image: External link] iteration of Alfred Pennyworth.[28]

	Robin Lord Taylor[image: External link] as Oswald Cobblepot / Penguin – In February 2014, Taylor was cast as Oswald Cobblepot, an intelligent low-level thug who used to work for Fish Mooney.[26][27]

	Erin Richards[image: External link] as Barbara Kean[image: External link] – In February 2014, Richards was confirmed to have been cast in the show. Richards portrays James Gordon's fiancee, Barbara Kean, though their relationship deteriorates over the course of the season.[26][27] She renews a past romantic relationship with Renee Montoya.[29]

	Camren Bicondova[image: External link] as Selina "Cat" Kyle – In March 2014, Bicondova was confirmed to have joined the show's cast.[24] According to Bicondova, "The main word that I can think of to characterize Selina is that she's just surviving. She's very mischievous and very challenging to play at times, because she feels emotions but she hides them. I realized that she isn't just a street thief and a survivor; she's actually a normal girl."[30]

	Cory Michael Smith[image: External link] as Edward Nygma / Riddler[image: External link] – Smith joined the cast in April 2014.[31][32] In May 2014, Smith was promoted to a series regular.[33][34] "What I love about the character's history is how diverse it is", says Smith. "When I was auditioning for Gotham, I got a handful of comics from different decades, so I had a perspective — it's been around for 75 years, which is a long time. I wanted to see an evolution of the comics — and of the character. Going from this quite innocent, well-intentioned, joyful person to starting to find this other part of him that he didn't know he had. He's a person who's constantly abused, and it's out of anger and exhaustion, and then realizing that when you start taking control of situations like that, you can gain power that way — it'll be something that he can start to enjoy."[35][36]

	Victoria Cartagena[image: External link] as Renee Montoya – Cartagena joined the series in May 2014, but she was not a regular in season 2.[34][37]

	Andrew Stewart-Jones[image: External link] as Crispus Allen – Stewart-Jones joined the series in May 2014, but he was not a regular in season 2.[34][37]

	John Doman[image: External link] as Carmine Falcone – Doman first appeared in the series pilot as Carmine Falcone, a mob boss with ties to James Gordon's father.[38] Doman continued to appear throughout the season.

	Jada Pinkett Smith[image: External link] as Fish Mooney – Smith was cast as Fish Mooney in February 2014.[39] She appeared throughout the season until her character was seemingly killed in the show's Season 1 finale after being dropped off the side of a tall building by Penguin.[40] When asked if her character will return in future seasons, Smith replied, "If she survives the fall. I signed for a year. I don't think any of us really thought that Fish would have the life that she's had or be one of the favorite characters on the show. She was there to service a purpose, as far as helping to tell Penguin's story. I'm a smart girl. I understood I was there to service Penguin. If she survives, I would definitely be willing to do whatever was necessary to continue servicing the story of Gotham."[41] In January 2016 it was announced that Smith would be reprising the role for the second half of season 2.[42]

	Morena Baccarin as Leslie "Lee" Thompkins – Morena Baccarin was cast in October 2014.[43] Baccarin was promoted to a series regular for the second season, after recurring in the first season.[44]

	James Frain as Theo Galavan / Azrael[image: External link] – In June 2015, Frain was announced as a series regular for season two.[45]

	Jessica Lucas as Tabitha Galavan – In June 2015, Lucas was announced as series regular for season two.[45]

	Chris Chalk as Lucius Fox – In March 2015, Chalk was announced as Lucius Fox,[46] and was promoted to a series regular for the second season.[47]

	Drew Powell[image: External link] as Butch Gilzean / Cyrus Gold[image: External link][48] – Fish Mooney's right-hand man and mob enforcer[image: External link]. Victor Zsasz later "worked on" Butch, causing him to obey Oswald Cobblepot's every command, although this was later undone by Tabitha Galavan. Powell was promoted to a series regular for the second season.[49]

	Nicholas D'Agosto[image: External link] as Harvey Dent[image: External link] – In July 2014, it was announced that Harvey Dent would appear in the show.[50] D'Agosto was revealed to portray Harvey Dent in October 2014,[51] and was promoted to a series regular for the second season.[52]

	Michael Chiklis as Nathaniel Barnes / The Executioner[53] – In July 2015, Chiklis was announced as a series regular for season two as Captain Nathaniel Barnes.[54]

	Maggie Geha as Ivy "Pamela" Pepper – The character was portrayed by Clare Foley[image: External link] as a recurring character but starting with the second episode of season three, she was promoted to series regular with the role recast.[55][56]

	Benedict Samuel as Jervis Tetch – In August 2016, Samuel was announced as a series regular for season 3. He is described as a psychotic hypnotist with a steadfast desire to find his missing sister Alice.[57]
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 Production
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 Development



Initially, Heller said he was hesitant about doing a series about superheroes[image: External link], telling website Digital Spy[image: External link] that "I don't really know how to write about people with super powers".[58] Further elaborating to Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] that "I don't think Batman works very well on TV",[59] adding that "Frankly, all those superhero stories I've seen, I always love them until they get into the costume",[59] noting that at that point "they've stopped becoming humans."[59] It was Heller's son who suggested that the focus of the series be Commissioner Gordon from which Heller then further developed into the idea of Gordon being the investigator who investigated Bruce Wayne's parents' murder an idea he says that "gave us a starting point and allowed us to tell the saga from a much earlier point than before".[58]

On September 24, 2013, Fox[image: External link] announced that it had bypassed the traditional pilot phase[image: External link] and placed a straight-to-series order for Gotham, to be written and executive produced by Heller.[60] Gotham received a series order from Fox on May 5, 2014,[61] with the first season reported to consist of 16 episodes, rather than the standard 13 or 22.[62] On January 17, 2015, the series was renewed for a second season.[63]

Fox's Chairman of Entertainment Kevin Reilly[image: External link] stated, "We were only contractually obligated to order 13, and we ordered 16, because we think that's the way that show, at least in its first iteration, will be very strong to arc to. Could we do more next season? We certainly could, but that’s where we're starting with that one. That show is going to have a very strong, serialized element."[64] On October 13, Fox ordered an additional six episodes for the show, bringing the first season order to a full 22 episodes.[65]

Speaking of the project at the 2014 winter TCA[image: External link] press tour, Reilly described the series as "this operatic soap that has a slightly larger-than-life quality. This is not some adjunct companion series. This is the Batman franchise, just backing it up [in chronology]."[66] He later added that the series is separate from any DC film universe.[67] As part of a settlement with his heirs, Gotham and Batman Versus Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link] were the first productions by DC that credited Bill Finger[image: External link] as co-creator of Batman.[68]
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 Casting



In January 2014, rumors arose that Donal Logue[image: External link] would portray Gordon in the series. Logue denied these rumors via Twitter.[69] Logue was eventually cast as Harvey Bullock.[70]

In February 2014, Ben McKenzie was cast as James Gordon.[71] McKenzie had shot a previous pilot with Heller for CBS[image: External link], which led to Heller writing his characterization of Gordon with Mckenzie in mind.[72] Casting Bruce Wayne was challenging in part because, as Heller put it "It's such an important casting and it would've been very dangerous to cast the wrong person" adding that the casting process for Wayne "took a lot of negotiation, a lot of back and forth so that everyone was happy and comfortable."[58] In early March 2014, David Mazouz[image: External link] was cast as Bruce Wayne while Camren Bicondova[image: External link] was cast as Selina Kyle.[73] At the 2014 Chicago Comic & Entertainment Expo[image: External link], DC's Jim Cunningham said that Renee Montoya would be a character on the show.[74]
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 Filming



In February 2014, it was reported that production would begin in New York City[image: External link] in March.[70] Filming for the first season finished on March 24, 2015.[75]
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 Music



In July 2014, it was announced that Graeme Revell[image: External link] would be the composer for the series.[76]
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 Release
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 Broadcast



The series premiered on Nine Network[image: External link] in Australia on October 12.[77] In Canada, it is shown in simulcast on CTV[image: External link] and reran on M3[image: External link].[78] In New Zealand, it premiered on TV2[image: External link] on September 28.[79] In the United Kingdom, it premiered on Channel 5[image: External link] on October 13.[80] In Ireland, it premiered on RTÉ2[image: External link] on 26 January 2015.[81]
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 Marketing



The pilot was screened at the Warner Bros. Television and DC Entertainment panel at San Diego Comic-Con International[image: External link] in July 2014.[82]
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 Home media



In September 2014, Warner Bros.[image: External link] sold the series' worldwide video on demand[image: External link] rights to Netflix[image: External link].[83] The first season was released on DVD and Blu-ray on September 8, 2015.[84]
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 Reception



In early October 2014, market research firm Survata[image: External link] polled more than 1,400 viewers to determine that Gotham was the major TV premiere, out of 24, that viewers were most interested to watch that year.[85]
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 Ratings





	Season
	Timeslot ( ET[image: External link])
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	TV season
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(millions)
	18–49 rating

(average)



	Date
	Viewers

(millions)
	Date
	Viewers

(millions)



	1[image: External link]
	Monday 8:00 pm
	22
	September 22, 2014
	8.21[86]
	May 4, 2015
	4.93[87]
	2014–15[image: External link]
	68
	7.56
	2.8[88]



	2[image: External link]
	22
	September 21, 2015
	4.57[89]
	May 23, 2016
	3.62[90]
	2015–16[image: External link]
	89
	5.37
	2.0[91]



	3[image: External link]
	22
	September 19, 2016
	3.90[92]
	June 5, 2017
	3.03[93]
	2016–17[image: External link]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD




In Australia, the first and second episodes received 1.24 million and 896,000 viewers, respectively.[94] The timeshifted broadcasts were watched by 1.43 and 1.03 million, respectively.[95] The Canadian debut got 3.38 million viewers, making it the second most-watched telecast of the night and week.[96] The UK premiere was watched by 3.20 million viewers. The airings on the 1-hour and 24-hour timeshift channels were watched by 597,000 and 142,000 viewers, respectively.[97] In New Zealand, it was the most-watched program on the network, with 278,540 viewers.[98] The time shifted version was watched by 39,580 viewers.[99]
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 Season 1





	Season
	Critical response



	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]



	
	1
	80% (86 reviews)
	71 (34 reviews)



	
	2
	81% (14 reviews)
	62 (6 reviews)



	
	3
	87% (121 reviews)
	TBD




Season 1 of Gotham received generally positive reviews from critics. Review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the season a rating of 80%, based on 86 reviews, with an average rating of 7/10. The site's consensus states, "High production values, a talented cast, and an appealingly stylized approach to the Batman mythos help Gotham overcome its occasionally familiar themes."[100] Metacritic[image: External link] gives the season a score of 71 out of 100, based on 34 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[101]

David Hinckley of the New York Daily News[image: External link] praised the first episode for playing "like a 45-minute movie, with stunning visuals that never feel like a shrunken TV version of the Batman films against which it will inevitably be measured" and lauded Logue's Harvey Bullock as a scene-stealer.[102] The San Jose Mercury News[image: External link]' Chuck Barney called the pilot "a fun, dark, moody and well-paced first hour" and McKenzie's James Gordon a commanding lead, while saying Jada Pinkett Smith is "an absolute blast to watch."[103] Matt Brennan of Indiewire[image: External link] said that Gotham was "the perfect antidote to superhero fatigue", praising the "bright, pop-inflected aesthetic, with urban backdrops that appear as though cut out from the panels of a comic book."[104]

Jeff Jensen[image: External link] of Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] criticized the first half of season one along with the mid-season premiere. He found the personalities of the most characters "already nearly fully formed; all they can become is more or less than what they already are." Jensen added that Gordon not being Gotham's redeemer hurt the premise of the show and heavily criticized what he saw as the under-use of Jada Pinkett Smith[image: External link]'s character. In the end, he does not see Gotham "as a show for comic book fanboys" but rather as "a post-fanboy, or fanboy-irrelevant."[105] Oliver Sava of The A.V. Club[image: External link] lamented that "there have been dozens of interpretations of Batman and his city in the 75 years since their creation, and Gotham has trouble finding the right balance of influences".[106]
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 Season 2



The second season of Gotham received generally positive reviews from critics. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the season has a rating of 81%, based on 14 reviews, with an average rating of 7.1/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "While still tonally uneven in season two, Gotham is back with a renewed focus, moving away from disjointed case-of-the-week plots into a darker, more stable serialized story."[107] Metacritic[image: External link] gives the season a score of 62 out of 100, based on 6 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[108]
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 Season 3



The third season has received positive reviews from critics, receiving a rating of 89% on Rotten Tomatoes based on two reviews so far.[109]
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 Awards and nominations





	Year
	Association
	Category
	Nominee
	Result
	Ref.



	2014
	Critics' Choice Television Awards[image: External link]
	Most Exciting New Series[image: External link]
	Gotham
	Won
	[110]



	2015
	American Society of Cinematographers[image: External link]
	Episode of a Regular Series
	Christopher Norr

"Spirit of the Goat"
	Nominated
	[111]

[112]



	Television Movie, Miniseries or Pilot
	David Stockton

"Pilot"
	Nominated



	Art Directors Guild[image: External link]
	One-hour period or fantasy single-camera television series
	Doug Kraner

"Pilot," "Selina Kyle," "Arkham"
	Nominated
	[113]

[114]



	Gracie Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Drama
	Gotham
	Won
	[115]



	Motion Picture Sound Editors[image: External link]
	TV Short Form Music Score
	Ashley Revell

"Lovecraft"
	Nominated
	[116]

[117]



	NAACP Image Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Jada Pinkett Smith[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[118]



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite New TV Drama
	Gotham
	Nominated
	[119]

[120]



	Favorite Actor In A New TV Series
	Benjamin McKenzie[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Actress In A New TV Series
	Jada Pinkett Smith
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series
	Gotham
	Nominated
	[121]



	Best Performance by a Younger Actor in a Television Series
	Camren Bicondova[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Creative Arts Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Production Design For A Narrative Contemporary Or Fantasy Program (One Hour Or More)[image: External link]
	Doug Kraner

"Pilot"
	Nominated
	[122]



	Outstanding Costumes For A Contemporary Series, Limited Series or Movie
	Lisa Padovani

"Under the Knife"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Sound Editing For A Series[image: External link]
	George Haddad

"All Happy Families Are Alike"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Special Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Joseph Bell

"Lovecraft"
	Nominated



	2016
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite TV Drama
	Gotham
	Nominated
	[123]



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Show - Drama[image: External link]
	Gotham
	Nominated
	[124]

[125]



	Choice TV Actor - Drama[image: External link]
	Benjamin McKenzie
	Nominated



	Choice TV - Villain[image: External link]
	Cameron Monaghan
	Nominated



	2017
	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series
	Gotham
	Pending
	[126]
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 Other media



On February 1, 2016, Fox began airing episodes of a motion comic titled Gotham Stories, meant to tie into the series' second season.[127][128]

On January 31, 2017, the first Gotham tie-in[image: External link] novel[image: External link] was published by Titan[image: External link]. Dawn of Darkness by Jason Starr[image: External link] is described as an "official prequel" to the TV series.[129]
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Police Procedural






The police procedural, or police crime drama, is a subgenre of detective fiction[image: External link] that attempts to convincingly depict the activities of a police force[image: External link] as they investigate crimes[image: External link]. Although traditional detective novels usually concentrate on a single crime, police procedurals[image: External link] frequently depict investigations into several unrelated crimes in a single story. Traditional mysteries usually adhere to the convention of having the criminal's identity concealed until the climax[image: External link] (the so-called whodunit[image: External link]), whereas in police procedurals, the perpetrator's identity is often known to the audience from the outset (the inverted detective story[image: External link]). Police procedurals depict a number of police-related topics such as forensics[image: External link], autopsies[image: External link], the gathering of evidence[image: External link], the use of search warrants[image: External link], and interrogation[image: External link].
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 Early history



The roots of the police procedural have been traced to at least the mid-1880s. Wilkie Collins[image: External link]'s novel The Moonstone[image: External link] (1868), a tale of a Scotland Yard[image: External link] detective investigating the theft of a valuable diamond, has been described as perhaps the earliest clear example of the genre.[1]

However, Lawrence Treat[image: External link]'s 1945 novel V as in Victim is often cited, by Anthony Boucher[image: External link] (mystery critic for the New York Times[image: External link] Book Review) among others, as perhaps the first true police procedural. Another early example is Hillary Waugh[image: External link]'s Last Seen Wearing ...[image: External link], 1952. Even earlier examples from the 20th Century, predating Treat, include the novels Vultures in the Dark, 1925, and The Borrowed Shield, 1925, by Richard Enright[image: External link], retired New York City Police Commissioner[image: External link], Harness Bull, 1937, and Homicide, 1937, by former Southern California police officer Leslie T. White, P.C. Richardson's First Case, 1933, by Sir Basil Thomson[image: External link], former Assistant Commissioner[image: External link] of Scotland Yard[image: External link], and the short story collection Policeman's Lot, 1933, by former Buckinghamshire High Sheriff and Justice of the Peace Henry Wade[image: External link].

The procedural became more prominent after World War II[image: External link], and, while the contributions of novelists[image: External link] like Treat were significant, a large part of the impetus for the post-war development of the procedural as a distinct subgenre of the mystery was due, not to prose fiction, but to the popularity of a number of American films which dramatized and fictionalized actual crimes. Dubbed " semidocumentary[image: External link] films" by movie critics, these motion pictures, often filmed on location, with the cooperation of the law enforcement agencies involved in the actual case, made a point of authentically depicting police work. Examples include The Naked City[image: External link] (1948), The Street with No Name[image: External link] (1948), T-Men[image: External link] (1947), He Walked by Night[image: External link] (1948), and Border Incident[image: External link] (1949).

Films from other countries soon began following the semidocumentary trend. In France[image: External link], there was Quai des orfevres[image: External link] (1947), released in the United States[image: External link] as Jenny Lamour. In Japanese cinema[image: External link], there was Akira Kurosawa[image: External link]'s 1949 film Stray Dog[image: External link], a serious police procedural film noir[image: External link] that was also a precursor to the buddy cop film[image: External link] genre.[2] In the UK[image: External link], there were films such as The Blue Lamp[image: External link] (1950) and The Long Arm[image: External link] (1956) set in London and depicting the Metropolitan Police.

One semidocumentary, He Walked By Night[image: External link] (1948), released by Eagle-Lion Films[image: External link], featured a young radio actor named Jack Webb[image: External link] in a supporting role. The success of the film, along with a suggestion from LAPD[image: External link] Detective Sergeant[image: External link] Marty Wynn, the film's technical advisor[image: External link], gave Webb an idea for a radio drama[image: External link] that depicted police work in a similarly semidocumentary manner. The resulting series, Dragnet[image: External link], which debuted on radio in 1949 and made the transition to television in 1951, has been called "the most famous procedural of all time" by mystery novelists William L. DeAndrea[image: External link], Katherine V. Forrest[image: External link] and Max Allan Collins[image: External link].

The same year that Dragnet debuted on radio, Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]-winning playwright Sidney Kingsley[image: External link]'s stage play Detective Story[image: External link] opened on Broadway[image: External link]. This frank, carefully researched dramatization of a typical day in an NYPD[image: External link] precinct[image: External link] detective squad became another benchmark in the development of the police procedural.

Over the next few years, the number of novelists who picked up on the procedural trend grew to include writers like Ben Benson, who wrote carefully researched novels about the Massachusetts State Police[image: External link], retired police officer Maurice Procter[image: External link], who wrote a series about North England cop Harry Martineau, and Jonathan Craig, who wrote short stories and novels about New York City[image: External link] police officers. Police novels by writers who would come to virtually define the form, like Hillary Waugh[image: External link], Ed McBain[image: External link], and John Creasey[image: External link] started to appear regularly.

In 1956, in his regular New York Times Book Review[image: External link] column, mystery critic Anthony Boucher[image: External link], noting the growing popularity of crime fiction in which the main emphasis was the realistic depiction of police work, suggested that such stories constituted a distinct subgenre of the mystery, and, crediting the success of Dragnet for the rise of this new form, coined the phrase "police procedural" to describe it.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Ed McBain



Ed McBain, the pseudonym[image: External link] of Evan Hunter[image: External link], wrote dozens of novels in the 87th Precinct[image: External link] series beginning with Cop Hater[image: External link], published in 1956. Hunter continued to write 87th Precinct novels almost until his death in 2005. Although these novels focus primarily on Detective Steve Carella, they encompass the work of many officers working alone and in teams, and Carella is not always present in any individual book.

As if to illustrate the universality of the police procedural, many of McBain's 87th Precinct novels, despite their being set in a slightly fictionalized New York City, have been filmed in settings outside New York, even outside the US. Akira Kurosawa[image: External link]'s 1963 film, High and Low[image: External link], based on McBain's King's Ransom (1959), is set in Tokyo[image: External link]. Without Apparent Motive (1972), set on the French Riviera[image: External link], is based on McBain's Ten Plus One (1963). Claude Chabrol[image: External link]'s Les Liens de Sang[image: External link] (1978), based on Blood Relatives (1974), is set in Montreal[image: External link]. Even Fuzz[image: External link] (1972), based on the 1968 novel, though set in the US, moves the action to Boston[image: External link].
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 John Creasey/J. J. Marric



Perhaps ranking just behind McBain in importance to the development of the procedural as a distinct mystery subgenre is John Creasey[image: External link], a prolific writer of many different kinds of crime fiction, from espionage to criminal protagonist. He was inspired to write a more realistic crime novel when his neighbor, a retired Scotland Yard[image: External link] detective, challenged Creasey to "write about us as we are." The result was Inspector West Takes Charge, 1940, the first of more than forty novels to feature Roger West of the London Metropolitan Police[image: External link]. The West novels were, for the era, an unusually realistic look at Scotland Yard operations, but the plots were often wildly melodramatic, and, to get around thorny legal problems, Creasey gave West an "amateur detective" friend who was able to perform the extra-procedural acts that West, as a policeman, could not.

In the mid-1950s, inspired by the success of television's Dragnet and a similar British TV series, Fabian of the Yard[image: External link], Creasey decided to try a more down-to-earth series of cop stories. Adopting the pseudonym "J.J. Marric", he wrote Gideon's Day[image: External link], 1955, in which George Gideon[image: External link], a high-ranking detective at Scotland Yard, spends a busy day supervising his subordinates' investigations into several unrelated crimes. This novel was the first in a series of more than twenty books which brought Creasey his best critical notices. One entry, Gideon's Fire, 1961, won an Edgar Award[image: External link] from the Mystery Writers of America[image: External link] for Best Mystery Novel. The Gideon series, more than any other source, helped establish the common procedural plot structure of threading several autonomous story lines through a single novel.
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 Sjöwall and Wahlöö



Maj Sjöwall[image: External link] and Per Wahlöö[image: External link] planned and wrote the Martin Beck[image: External link] police procedural series of ten books between the 1960s and 1970s, set in Sweden[image: External link]. The series is particularly renowned for its extensive character development throughout the series.[3] Beck himself is gradually promoted from detective[image: External link] in a newly nationalised Swedish police force to Chief[image: External link] Inspector[image: External link] of the National Murder Squad, and the realistic depiction, as well as criticism of the Swedish welfare state[image: External link] at the time whilst the tedium of the police procedural continues in the background, is something still widely used today, with authors such as Jo Nesbø[image: External link] and Stieg Larsson[image: External link].[4] The books gave rise to the Swedish noir[image: External link] scene, and The Laughing Policeman[image: External link] earned a "Best Novel" Edgar Award from the Mystery Writers of America in 1971. The books were translated from Swedish into 35 different languages, and have sold roughly ten million copies. Sjöwall and Wahlöö used black humour[image: External link] extensively in the series,[5] and it is widely recognised as one of the finest police procedural series.
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 Elizabeth Linington/Dell Shannon/Lesley Egan



A prolific author of police procedurals, whose work has fallen out of fashion in the years since her death, is Elizabeth Linington[image: External link] writing under her own name, as well as "Dell Shannon" and "Lesley Egan." Linington reserved her Dell Shannon pseudonym primarily for procedurals featuring LAPD Central Homicide[image: External link] Lieutenant[image: External link] Luis Mendoza (1960–86). Under her own name she wrote about Sergeant Ivor Maddox of LAPD's North Hollywood Station, and as Lesley Egan she wrote about suburban cop Vic Varallo. These novels are often considered severely flawed, partly due to the author's far-right political viewpoint (she was a proud member of the John Birch Society[image: External link]), but primarily because Miss Linington's books, notwithstanding the frequent comments she made about the depth of her research, were all seriously deficient in the single element most identified with the police procedural, technical accuracy. However, they have a certain charm in their depiction of a kinder, gentler California, where the police were always "good guys" who solved all the crimes and respected the citizenry.
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 Georges Simenon



It has been suggested[by whom?[image: External link]] that the Inspector Maigret[image: External link] novels of Georges Simenon[image: External link] aren't really procedurals because of their strong focus on the lead character, but the novels have always included subordinate members of his staff as supporting characters. More importantly, Simenon, who had been a journalist covering police investigations before creating Maigret, was giving an accurate depiction, or at least the appearance of an accurate depiction, of law enforcement in Paris. Further, Simenon's influence on later European procedural writers, like Sweden[image: External link]'s Maj Sjöwall and Per Wahlöö[image: External link], or Baantjer[image: External link], is obvious.
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 Joseph Wambaugh



Though not the first police officer to write procedurals, Joseph Wambaugh[image: External link]'s success has caused him to become the exemplar of cops who turn their professional experiences into fiction. The son of a Pittsburgh[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link], policeman, Wambaugh joined the Los Angeles Police Department after a stint of military duty. In 1970, his first novel, The New Centurions[image: External link], was published. This followed three police officers through their training in the Academy, their first few years on the street, culminating in the Watts riots of 1965. It was followed by such novels as The Blue Knight, 1971, The Choirboys[image: External link], 1975, Hollywood Station, 2006, and acclaimed non-fiction books like The Onion Field[image: External link], 1973, Lines and Shadows, 1984, and Fire Lover, 2002. Wambaugh has said that his main purpose is less to show how cops work on the job, than how the job works on cops.
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 Tony Hillerman



Tony Hillerman[image: External link], the author of 17 novels involving Jim Chee and Joe Leaphorn, wrote procedurals in which the procedures were those of the Navajo Tribal Police[image: External link].
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 Detective novel writers



It is difficult to disentangle the early roots of the procedural from its forebear, the traditional detective novel, which often featured a police officer as protagonist. By and large, the better known novelists such as Ngaio Marsh[image: External link] produced work that falls more squarely into the province of the traditional or "cozy" detective novel. Nevertheless, some of the work of authors less well known today, like Freeman Wills Crofts[image: External link]'s novels about Inspector French or some of the work of the prolific team of G.D.H.[image: External link] and Margaret Cole[image: External link], might be considered as the antecedents of today's police procedural. British mystery novelist and critic Julian Symons[image: External link], in his 1972 history of crime fiction, Bloody Murder, labeled these proto-procedurals "humdrums," because of their emphasis on the plodding nature of the investigators.
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 Televised stories
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 TV creators




	Barbara Avedon[image: External link]: co-creator of Cagney & Lacey[image: External link].

	Donald P. Bellisario[image: External link]: creator of NCIS[image: External link] and JAG[image: External link]

	Steven Bochco[image: External link]: creator of Hill Street Blues[image: External link], the experimental musical police procedural Cop Rock[image: External link], the longer-lived NYPD Blue[image: External link] and short lived Brooklyn South[image: External link].

	Andy Breckman[image: External link]: creator of Monk[image: External link].

	Stephen J. Cannell[image: External link]: creator of Silk Stalkings[image: External link], 21 Jump Street[image: External link] and The Commish[image: External link]

	Barbara Corday[image: External link]: co-creator of Cagney & Lacey[image: External link].

	Bruno Heller[image: External link]: creator of The Mentalist[image: External link].

	Jeff Davis[image: External link]: creator of Criminal Minds[image: External link].

	Tom Fontana[image: External link]: creator of Homicide: Life on the Street[image: External link] and The Beat[image: External link].

	Steve Franks[image: External link]: creator of Psych[image: External link].

	Leonard Freeman[image: External link]: creator and producer of Hawaii Five-O[image: External link].

	Hart Hanson[image: External link]: creator of Bones[image: External link].

	Tim Kring[image: External link]: creator of Crossing Jordan[image: External link].

	Richard Levinson[image: External link]: co-creator of Columbo[image: External link].

	William Link[image: External link]: co-creator of Columbo[image: External link].

	Barbara Machin: creator of Waking the Dead[image: External link].

	Abby Mann[image: External link]: creator of Kojak[image: External link].

	Andrew W. Marlowe[image: External link]: creator of Castle[image: External link].

	Quinn Martin[image: External link]: producer of such shows as The Untouchables[image: External link], The F.B.I.[image: External link] and The Streets of San Francisco[image: External link].

	Christopher Murphey[image: External link]: creator of Body of Proof[image: External link].

	Geoff McQueen[image: External link]: creator of The Bill[image: External link].

	David Milch[image: External link]: co-creator of NYPD Blue[image: External link].

	Shawn Ryan[image: External link] creator of The Shield[image: External link].

	David Simon[image: External link]: co-creator of Homicide: Life on the Street[image: External link] and creator of The Wire[image: External link].

	Hank Steinberg[image: External link]: creator of Without a Trace[image: External link].

	Meredith Stiehm[image: External link]: creator of Cold Case[image: External link].

	Joseph Wambaugh[image: External link]: creator of Police Story[image: External link].

	Jack Webb[image: External link]: creator, producer, and principal actor in Dragnet[image: External link], and co-creator of Adam-12[image: External link].

	Dick Wolf[image: External link]: creator of the Law & Order franchise[image: External link].

	Anthony Yerkovich[image: External link]: creator of Miami Vice[image: External link].

	Anthony E. Zuiker[image: External link]: creator of the CSI franchise[image: External link].
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 TV series



Main article: List of police television dramas[image: External link]
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 United States




	Dragnet[image: External link] (1951–59, 1967–70, 1989–91 and 2003–04) was a pioneering police procedural that began on radio in 1949 and then on television in 1951. Dragnet established the tone of many police dramas in subsequent decades, and the rigorously authentic depictions of such elements as organizational structure, professional jargon, legal issues, etc., set the standard for technical accuracy that became the most identifiable element of the police procedural in all media. The show was occasionally accused of presenting an overly idealized portrait of law enforcement in which the police (represented by Sgt. Joe Friday[image: External link]) were invariably presented as "good guys" and the criminals as "bad guys", with little moral flexibility or complexity between the two. However, many episodes depicted sympathetic perpetrators while others depicted unsympathetic or corrupt cops. Further, though Jack Webb may have seemed to go to extremes to depict the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link] in a favorable light, most depictions of cops at the time of Dragnet's debut were both unsympathetic and unrealistic. Webb's depiction was meant to offer balance. Also, the show benefited from the unprecedented technical advice, involvement, and support of the LAPD, a first in TV, which may also have been an incentive to depict the Department favorably. After the success of Dragnet, Webb produced other procedural shows like The DA's Man, about an undercover investigator for the Manhattan District Attorney[image: External link]'s Office, Adam-12[image: External link], about a pair of uniformed LAPD[image: External link] officers patrolling their beat in a radio car, and O'Hara, U.S. Treasury[image: External link], with David Janssen[image: External link] as a trouble-shooting federal officer.

	The Untouchables[image: External link] (1959–63) fictionalized real-life Federal Agent Eliot Ness[image: External link]'s ongoing fight with prohibition-era gangs in Chicago[image: External link] and elsewhere. Originally a two-part presentation on the anthology series Desilu Playhouse[image: External link], it made such a splash that a series was launched the following fall. That two-part pilot, later released to theaters under the title The Scarface Mob, stuck comparatively close to the actual events, with Ness, as played by Robert Stack[image: External link], recruiting a team of incorruptible investigators to help bring down Al Capone[image: External link]. Later episodes showed Ness and his squad, after Capone, going after just about every big name gangster of the era, and when the writers ran out of real-life figures to pit against Ness, they created new ones. Quinn Martin[image: External link], who would become closely associated with police and crime shows like this, produced the series during its first season, leaving to found his own company, QM Productions, which would go one to produce police procedural shows like The New Breed[image: External link], The F.B.I.[image: External link], Dan August[image: External link], and The Streets of San Francisco[image: External link] over the next twenty years. The success of the series led to an Academy Award[image: External link]-winning motion picture[image: External link] in 1987, and a new TV series[image: External link] that was syndicated to local stations in 1993.

	Police Story[image: External link] (1973–78) was an anthology series set in Los Angeles created by LAPD[image: External link] Detective Sergeant Joseph Wambaugh. Hard-hitting and unflinchingly realistic, its anthology format made it possible to look at LAPD police work from many different perspectives, what it was like to be a woman in a male-dominated profession, an honest cop suspected of corruption, a rookie cop, an undercover narc, a veteran facing retirement, or a cop who had to adjust to crippling injuries incurred in the line of duty. Despite its anthology format, there were a number of characters who appeared in more than one episode, including Robbery/Homicide partners Tony Calabrese (Tony Lo Bianco[image: External link]) and Bert Jameson (Don Meredith[image: External link]), vice cop turned homicide detective Charlie Czonka (James Farentino[image: External link]), and stakeout-surveillance specialist Joe LaFrieda (Vic Morrow[image: External link]). Several series were spun off from the show, including Police Woman[image: External link], Joe Forrester, and Man Undercover[image: External link]. During its last two seasons, the show appeared as an irregular series of two-hour TV movies[image: External link] rather than a weekly one-hour program. The show was revived for a season in 1988, using old scripts reshot with new casts when a writers' strike made new material inaccessible.

	Kojak[image: External link] (1973–78, 1989–90) created by Abby Mann[image: External link], focused on a veteran New York City[image: External link] detective-lieutenant played by Telly Savalas[image: External link]. Its exteriors were filmed at New York's Ninth Precinct, the same place where NYPD Blue[image: External link]'s exteriors would be filmed. In 1989 Savalas returned to the role briefly for five two-hour episodes, in which Kojak had been promoted to inspector[image: External link] and placed in charge of the Major Crimes Squad. It rotated with three other detective shows on ABC[image: External link]. A 2005 remake for the USA Network[image: External link] starred Ving Rhames[image: External link]. Kojak's most memorable character trait was his signature lollipop.

	Hill Street Blues[image: External link] (1981–87) featured a number of intertwined storylines in each episode, and pioneered depiction of the conflicts between the work and private lives of officers and detectives on which the police procedural was centered. The show had a deliberate "documentary" style, depicting officers who were flawed and human, and dealt openly with the gray areas of morality between right and wrong. It was set in an unidentified east coast or Midwestern US city. The show was written by Steven Bochco[image: External link] and Michael Kozoll.

	Cagney and Lacey[image: External link] (1982–88) revolved around two female NYPD detectives who led very different lives. Christine Cagney, played by Sharon Gless[image: External link], was a single-minded, witty, brash career woman. Mary Beth Lacey was a resourceful, sensitive working mom. Loretta Swit[image: External link] was the original choice for Cagney [she played the role in a TV movie] however she couldn't get out of her contract on M*A*S*H[image: External link]. During the first season, Meg Foster[image: External link] played the part of Cagney, while Tyne Daly[image: External link] played Lacey, the role she'd originated in the pilot. CBS[image: External link] canceled the series claiming low ratings. It was brought back due both to a letter-writing campaign which drew millions of letters nationwide and because the ratings went up during summer reruns. A TV Guide[image: External link] magazine read "Welcome Back". Daly continued as Lacey, but Foster was replaced with Gless, who would become the actress most identified with the part. It had 36 nominations and 14 wins during its run. Four TV movies were broadcast after the series ended.

	Miami Vice[image: External link] (1984–90) and 21 Jump Street[image: External link] (1987–91) showed the MTV style of Police procedurals.

	The Law & Order franchise[image: External link], which started with the long-running series Law & Order[image: External link] (1990–2010), focuses on the two 'halves' of a criminal proceeding in the New York City[image: External link] criminal justice system: the investigation of the crime by the New York City Police Department[image: External link] homicide detectives and the subsequent prosecution of the criminals by the New York County District Attorney[image: External link]'s office. The success of the original Law & Order inspired nine other spin-off[image: External link] series in four different countries:

	Five in the U.S.: Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link] (1999–present), which focuses on sex crimes such as rape and child molestation, Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link] (2001–11), focusing on major crimes from the point of view of the criminal and capturing them from a psychological side, Law & Order: Trial by Jury[image: External link] (2005–06), which focuses more on the trial from both the prosecution and the defense teams' points of view, Conviction[image: External link] (2006) and Law & Order: LA[image: External link] (2010–11). Special Victims Unit, Criminal Intent, and LA series focused more on the police procedurals than Trial by Jury and Conviction. As of August 2011, Special Victims Unit is the only currently running American series in the Law & Order franchise.

	Two in Russia[image: External link]: Adaptations of Special Victims Unit (2007) and Criminal Intent (2007), both set in Moscow[image: External link].

	Paris enquêtes criminelles[image: External link] (2007), a French[image: External link] adaptation of Criminal Intent set in Paris[image: External link].

	Law & Order: UK[image: External link] (2009–present), a British[image: External link] adaptation of the original Law & Order set in London[image: External link].








	Aside from being its depiction of police investigation, this program also relates to the legal drama[image: External link] and "forensic pathology" subgenres, and has inspired such other programs as the CSI[image: External link] series[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]




	Homicide: Life on the Street[image: External link] (1993–99; TV movie in 2000), a police procedural focusing on the homicide unit of the Baltimore[image: External link] city police department. Critically praised[citation needed[image: External link]] (although frequently struggling in the ratings), the show was more of an ensemble piece, focusing on the activities of the unit as a whole (although significant characters such as Detective Frank Pembleton[image: External link] and Detective John Munch[image: External link], who has also appeared on the various Law & Order shows, among others, became popular with viewers). The show (particularly in its first three seasons) used long-form arcs to depict ongoing criminal investigations, such as the investigation of a murdered child in the first season, which ran through 13 episodes but ended without an arrest or conviction, or even conclusive proof of who committed the crime. The show also heavily featured the complex internal politics of the police department, suggesting that rising through the ranks has more to do with personal connections, favors and opportunism than genuine ability.[citation needed[image: External link]]

	NYPD Blue[image: External link] (1993–2005) explored the internal and external struggles of the assorted investigators of the fictional 15th Precinct of Manhattan. The show gained notoriety for profanity and nudity never previously broadcast on American network television. NYPD Blue was created by genre veteran Steven Bochco[image: External link] and David Milch[image: External link]. The cast of NYPD Blue included actor Dennis Franz, who previously played Detective Buntz on Hill Street Blues, as well as on a spin-off series, Beverly Hills Buntz. Another cast member, David Caruso, would later play Lt. Horatio Caine on CSI: Miami.

	The CSI franchise[image: External link] which started with CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link] (2000–2015) and eventually spawned three spin-offs focused on solving ordinary crimes using forensics, CSI: Miami[image: External link] (2002-2012) and CSI: NY[image: External link] (2004-2013). These three shows focus on three groups of forensic scientists in Las Vegas[image: External link], Miami[image: External link] and New York City[image: External link] who investigate how and why a person has died and if it is a murder or not by investigating not only whodunit[image: External link] but also howdunit. A fourth spin-off, CSI: Cyber[image: External link] (2015-2016), focused on cyber crime and its impact on modern society.

	The CSI franchise inspired other forensic shows such as Body of Proof[image: External link] (2011–2013), Bones[image: External link] (2005-2017) and Crossing Jordan[image: External link] (2001–2007).

	The CSI franchise also inspired other crime dramas involving teams solving crimes but not relying on forensics; these include victim and witness memory for cold cases and missing people in Cold Case[image: External link] (2003–2010) and Without a Trace[image: External link] (2002-2009) respectively, physiological profiling in Criminal Minds[image: External link] (2005-), using mathematics[image: External link] in Numbers[image: External link] (2005-2010) and using deception in The Mentalist[image: External link] (2008–2015).





	The Shield[image: External link] (2002–08) is about an experimental division of the Los Angeles Police Department set up in the fictional Farmington district ("the Farm") of Los Angeles, using a converted church ("the Barn") as their police station, and featuring a group of detectives called "The Strike Team", who will do anything to bring justice to the streets. Michael Chiklis (Chiklis previously played the title character in the TV series The Commish) has top billing with his portrayal of Strike Team leader Detective Victor "Vic" Mackey. The show has an ensemble cast that will normally run a number of separate story lines through each episode. It was on the FX network[image: External link] and was known for its portrayal of police brutality and its realism. The show inspired other shows similar to The Shield such as Dark Blue[image: External link] and Southland[image: External link]. The Shield was created by writer/producer Shawn Ryan[image: External link].

	The Wire[image: External link] (2002–08), a television drama series set and produced in and around Baltimore, Maryland, created and primarily written by author and former police reporter David Simon[image: External link]. Simon has stated that he originally set out to create a police drama loosely based on the experiences of his writing partner Ed Burns[image: External link], a former homicide[image: External link] detective[image: External link]. Burns, when working on protracted investigations of violent drug dealers using surveillance[image: External link] technology, had often been frustrated by the bureaucracy of the Baltimore police department; Simon saw similarities with his own ordeals as a police reporter for The Baltimore Sun[image: External link]. The show is realistic in depicting the processes of both police work and criminal activity, with many of the plot points based on the experiences of Simon and Burns. Despite only receiving modest ratings and never winning major television awards, The Wire has been described by many critics as the greatest television series ever made and one of the most accomplished works of fiction of the 2000s.[6][7][8][9][10][11]

	NCIS franchise[image: External link] was spun off from JAG[image: External link] and features NCIS[image: External link] (2003-), NCIS: Los Angeles[image: External link] (2009-) and NCIS: New Orleans[image: External link] (2014-). The focus of the franchise is the Naval Criminal Investigative Service[image: External link] as they investigate crimes related to the US Navy[image: External link] and Marine Corps[image: External link]. NCIS deals with the caseload of the Major Case Response Team, while NCIS: Los Angeles deals with special undercover assignments and NCIS New Orleans focuses on a small group of agents who handle cases from the Mississippi River to the Texas Panhandle.

	Castle[image: External link] (2009-2016), The Mentalist[image: External link] (2008-2015), Monk[image: External link] (2002–2009) and Psych[image: External link] (2006-2014) feature quirky investigators with their own district methods of solving crimes and are equally comedic shows as they are police procedurals.

	Chicago franchise[image: External link] is a multi-genre franchise that focuses on the Chicago[image: External link] Police Department[image: External link], the Fire Department[image: External link] and the Medical branch[image: External link] respectively.
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 India




	C.I.D.[image: External link] (1995–present) C.I.D. is an Indian crime detective series that airs on Sony TV. It is about a team of detectives belonging to the Criminal Investigation Department in Mumbai. The protagonists of the show are played by Shivaji Satam[image: External link], Aditya Srivastava[image: External link], Dayanand Shetty[image: External link], Dinesh Phadnis[image: External link], Hrishikesh Pandey[image: External link], Vivek Mashru, Jasveer Kaur[image: External link], Ansha Saeed.The forensic experts are played by Narendra Gupta[image: External link] and Shraddha Musale[image: External link] respectively.
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 United Kingdom




	Fabian of the Yard[image: External link], (1954–55) – possibly the first police drama to be made for British TV, this series, based on the memoirs of real-life Scotland Yard detective Robert Fabian, had a lot in common with Dragnet[image: External link]. Just as Dragnet had been the first network drama series with continuing characters to be shot on film, so Fabian of the Yard was one of the first British series to be filmed. Both shows featured voice-over narration by the main character; both fictionalized stories derived from real-life cases; and both ended with an epilogue that revealed the ultimate fate of the criminals. On Fabian, this took the form of a medium-shot of Bruce Seton, who played Fabian in the series, seated at a desk. The shot slowly dissolved into one of the real-life Fabian in the same pose at the same desk. At that point, the actual Fabian stood up and told the audience what happened to the criminal he'd caught in the real-life case that had just been dramatized.

	Dixon of Dock Green[image: External link], (1955–76) – Jack Warner[image: External link] reprised the role of Constable[image: External link] George Dixon, the uniformed beat cop he had played in The Blue Lamp[image: External link], despite the fact that the Dixon character had been tragically murdered in that film. During the course of this somewhat gentle series, Warner's character became, for many, the living embodiment of what every British "bobby" was supposed to be. As the series progressed, Dixon went through several promotions, eventually winding up as the Station Sergeant[image: External link] at his local division. By the final season, with Warner now over 80, Dixon retired and the focus shifted to the younger officers he'd trained up over the years.

	No Hiding Place[image: External link], (1957–67) – Produced with the cooperation of Scotland Yard, this long-running series featured Raymond Francis as high-ranking Met detective Tom Lockhart. During its run, the series went through several title changes. When it began in 1957, it was known as Murder Bag, referring to the bag of investigative tools[image: External link] that Superintendent[image: External link] Lockhart carried with him whenever he was called to a case. In 1959, with Lockhart promoted to Chief Superintendent[image: External link], it became Crime Sheet. Later in 1959, the series was given its final and best-remembered title, No Hiding Place, which lasted until the series ended in 1967.

	Z-Cars[image: External link], (1962–78) – a police drama about two teams of uniformed constables (Brian Blessed[image: External link], Joseph Brady[image: External link], James Ellis[image: External link], and Jeremy Kemp[image: External link]) assigned to "Crime Patrol" duties in a pair of powerful Ford Zephyrs[image: External link], under the supervision of Detective Sergeant John Watt (Frank Windsor[image: External link]) and Detective Chief Inspector[image: External link] Charlie Barlow (Stratford Johns[image: External link]). A franker, and often less flattering portrait of police work than audience were used to seeing on Dixon of Dock Green, the show was an immediate hit, its popularity generating spin-offs like Softly, Softly[image: External link] (1966–76), Barlow at Large[image: External link] (1971–75), and Second Verdict[image: External link] (1976).

	Gideon's Way[image: External link], (1965–66) – a crime series produced during 1964/65 and based on the novels by John Creasey[image: External link] (as J. J. Marric). The series was made at Elstree in twin production with The Saint[image: External link] TV series. It starred Liverpudlian John Gregson[image: External link] in the title role as Commander George Gideon of Scotland Yard[image: External link], with Alexander Davion as his assistant, Detective Chief Inspector David Keen, Reginald Jessup as Det. Superintendent LeMaitre (nicknamed Lemmy), Ian Rossiter as Detective Chief Superintendent Joe Bell and Basil Dignam[image: External link] as Commissioner Scott-Marle.

	New Scotland Yard[image: External link], (1972–74) – a police drama series produced by London Weekend Television[image: External link] (LWT) for the ITV[image: External link] network between 1972 and 1974. It features the activities of two officers from the Criminal Investigations Department[image: External link] (CID) in the Metropolitan Police[image: External link] force headquarters at New Scotland Yard[image: External link], as they dealt with the assorted villains of the day.

	The Sweeney[image: External link], (1975–78) – a drama series focusing on the Flying Squad[image: External link] of the Metropolitan Police[image: External link] and their twenty-four-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week job of catching some of the most dangerous and violent criminals in London. The television program[image: External link] featured Detective Inspector[image: External link] Jack Regan (John Thaw[image: External link]) and other tough-talking hard-drinking members of his elite unit, both on and off duty. With its high level of violence, location filming, bold frankness, and well written scripts, The Sweeney revolutionized the genre. The series was so phenomenally popular that two feature-length movies, Sweeney! (1976) and Sweeney 2 (1978) were released to theatres during the show's original broadcast run.

	The Gentle Touch[image: External link], (1980–84) – a British police drama television series made by London Weekend Television for ITV. Commencing transmission on 11 April 1980, the series is notable for being the first British series to feature a female police detective as its leading character, ahead of the similarly themed BBC series Juliet Bravo by four months.

	Juliet Bravo[image: External link], (1980–85) – a British television series, which ran on BBC1. The theme of the series concerned a female police inspector who took over control of a police station in the fictional town of Hartley in Lancashire.

	Taggart[image: External link] (1983–2010)

	The Bill[image: External link], (1984–2010) – a drama series focusing on both the uniformed and plain-clothes police officers working out of a fictional inner-London police station. The original conception of this series was as purely procedural, with an almost fly-on-the-wall approach that survived to an extent throughout.

	The Prime Suspect[image: External link] series, (1991–2006) – featuring Helen Mirren[image: External link] as Detective Chief Inspector (later Chief Superintendent) Jane Tennison, which focused on the police investigations and on Tennison's conflicts with her fellow officers as a prominent female detective in a heavily male-dominated work environment, as well as her personal problems concerning her family and after-work life.

	Cracker[image: External link] (1993–95) - hard-hitting drama series following dysfunctional criminal psychologist Dr Edward "Fitz" Fitzgerald, played by Robbie Coltrane[image: External link]

	McCallum[image: External link] (1995–98)

	Hamish Macbeth[image: External link] (1995–97) - police drama-comedy set in the west coast Highlands of Scotland, starring Robert Carlyle[image: External link]

	The Cops[image: External link] (1998–2000) – perhaps the most realistic police drama series yet seen on British TV, noted for its documentary-style camerawork and uncompromising portrayal of the police force.

	Heartbeat[image: External link] (1992–2010) is made by Yorkshire Television[image: External link] at The Leeds Studios[image: External link] for broadcast on ITV[image: External link]. It lasted 18 series. Set in 1960s Yorkshire[image: External link], in the fictional town of Ashfordly and the nearby village of Aidensfield in the North Riding of Yorkshire[image: External link], the motorcycle-riding Aidensfield village bobby was originally played by Nick Berry[image: External link].

	Rebus[image: External link] (2000–07)

	Law & Order: UK[image: External link] (2009–present) is an adaptation of the Law & Order franchise[image: External link] for the British market. The programme is financed by Kudos Film and Television[image: External link], Wolf Films (a company owned by Dick Wolf[image: External link], the creator of the franchise) and NBC Universal[image: External link] and airs on ITV[image: External link]. The show is adapted from scripts and episodes of the original U.S. Law & Order[image: External link].

	Suspects[image: External link] (2014–present) is an East London-based police procedural shot in a stripped-back documentary style using improvised dialogue,[12] and follows DS Jack Weston (Damien Molony[image: External link]), DC Charlie Steele (Claire-Hope Ashitey[image: External link]) and their superior DI Martha Bellamy (Fay Ripley[image: External link]) as they investigate various crimes.

	No Offence[image: External link] (2015-present) is a Manchester[image: External link]-based police procedural created by Paul Abbott[image: External link]. The show follows a team of detectives from Friday Street police station, a division of the Manchester Metropolitan Police (a fictionalised version of Greater Manchester Police[image: External link]), and stars Joanna Scanlan[image: External link] as Detective Inspector Viv Deering.
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 Ireland




	The Burke Enigma[image: External link] – RTÉ[image: External link] 1978.

	DDU: District Detective Unit[image: External link], (1998–99) was made by RTÉ, set in Waterford City and starring Sean McGinley[image: External link].

	Single-Handed[image: External link] (2007–) is set in the west of Ireland.

	Proof[image: External link] (2003–04) set in Dublin and starring Orla Brady[image: External link].

	Na Cloigne (The Heads) a 2010 three-part supernatural police procedural produced for TG4[image: External link].
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 Italy




	Il commissario Montalbano[image: External link] is an Italian television series produced and broadcast by RAI since 1999, based on the detective novels of Andrea Camilleri.

	Commissario Guido Brunetti[image: External link] is a German television series based on the books of Donna Leon[image: External link]. It has been produced since 2000 by the ARD[image: External link] in Germany. This TV series is also shown in Spain. Music: André Rieu[image: External link].
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 Germany




	Tatort[image: External link] (Crime scene) is German television series running since 1970 with Austrian and Switzerland's national broadcast in a joined production pool.
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 New Zealand




	Mortimer's Patch[image: External link] (1980-84) - set in provincial New Zealand and starring Terence Cooper[image: External link], Sean Duffy, Don Selwyn[image: External link] and Jim Hickey[image: External link]

	Shark in the Park[image: External link] (1989–92) – set in Wellington and starring Jeffrey Thomas[image: External link]

	Duggan[image: External link] (1997–99) – set in New Zealand's Marlborough Sounds and starring John Bach[image: External link]

	Plainclothes (1995) – set in Auckland and starring Alan Dale[image: External link]

	The Brokenwood Mysteries[image: External link] (2014–) – set in a fictitious small town in the north of New Zealand and starring Neill Rea
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 Australia




	Bellamy[image: External link] (Network Ten 1981)

	Bluey[image: External link] (Seven Network 1976–77)

	Blue Heelers[image: External link] (Seven Network 1994–2006) 510 episodes set in the fictional rural town of Mount Thomas[image: External link], Victoria, was produced by Southern Star Entertainment[image: External link] for the Seven Network[image: External link].

	City Homicide[image: External link] (Seven Network 2007–11) Set in Melbourne[image: External link], Victoria[image: External link]. Follows the investigations of six detectives and their two superior officers in the homicide squad of the Victoria Police[image: External link].

	Cop Shop[image: External link] (Seven Network, 1977–84)

	Division 4[image: External link] (Nine Network 1969–75) made by Crawford Productions, ran on the Nine Network for 301 episodes.

	The Feds (Nine Network 1993–96)

	Homicide[image: External link] (Seven Network 1964–76) was an Australian police procedural television series made by Crawford Productions for the Seven Network. One of the first commercial TV series produced especially for Australian TV, and the first to depict the operations of a modern-day Australian police force, its historical significance in Australian television is analogous to the importance of Dragnet in the United States.

	The Link Men[image: External link] (Nine Network 1970)

	The Long Arm[image: External link] (Network Ten 1970)

	Matlock Police[image: External link] (Network Ten 1971–75) was set in the rural town of Matlock, Victoria[image: External link] and lasted 229 episodes.

	Murder Call[image: External link] (Nine Network 1997–99)

	Phoenix (ABC 1992–93)

	Police Rescue[image: External link] (ABC 1991–96)

	Rush[image: External link] (Network Ten 2008–11) follows the stories of a tactical police unit in Melbourne, Victoria.

	Skirts (TV series)[image: External link] (Seven Network 1990)

	Small Claims[image: External link] (Network Ten 2005–06)

	Solo One[image: External link] (Seven Network 1976) a short-lived spin-off from Matlock Police

	Special Squad[image: External link] (Network Ten 1984)

	Stingers[image: External link] (Nine Network 1998–2004)

	Water Rats[image: External link] (Nine Network 1996–2001) 177 episodes set in Sydney Harbour, New South Wales, focusing on the Sydney Water Police.

	White Collar Blue[image: External link] (Network Ten 2002–03)

	Wildside[image: External link] (ABC 1997–99)

	Young Lions[image: External link] (Nine Network 2002)
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 Comic strips and books



The comic strip[image: External link] Dick Tracy[image: External link] is often pointed to as an early procedural. Indeed, in his introduction to a 1970 collection of Tracy strips entitled The Celebrated Cases of Dick Tracy, no less an authority than Ellery Queen[image: External link] suggested that Tracy, predating Webb, Treat, Creasey, and McBain, was the first "truly" procedural policeman in any fictional medium.

Certainly Tracy creator Chester Gould[image: External link] seemed to be trying reflect the real world. Tracy himself, conceived by Gould as a "modern-day Sherlock Holmes[image: External link]", was partly modeled on real-life law enforcer Eliot Ness, and his first, and most frequently recurring, antagonist, the Big Boy[image: External link], was based on Ness's real-life nemesis Al Capone. Other members of Tracy's Rogues Gallery[image: External link], like Boris Arson, Flattop Jones[image: External link], and Maw Famon, were inspired, respectively, by John Dillinger[image: External link], Charles "Pretty Boy" Floyd[image: External link], and Kate "Ma" Barker[image: External link].

More to the point, Gould was making a genuine attempt to portray police work realistically. Once Tracy was sold to the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] syndicate, Gould enrolled in a criminology class at Northwestern University[image: External link], met with members of the Chicago Police Department[image: External link], and did research at the Department's crime lab, to make his depiction of law enforcement more authentic. Ultimately, he hired retired Chicago[image: External link] policeman Al Valanis, a pioneering forensic sketch artist, as both an artistic assistant and police technical advisor.

Later stories, in which Gould veered into space opera[image: External link] and extraterrestrial contacts, mitigated somewhat against the strip's being recognized for its early use of realistic police procedure, but any examination of the Tracy strip from its beginnings in 1931 through the 1950s makes Gould's status as a pioneer in the police procedural subgenre clear.

The success of Tracy led to many more police strips. While some, like Norman Marsh's Dan Dunn[image: External link] were unabashedly slavish imitations of Tracy, others, like Dashiell Hammett[image: External link]'s and Alex Raymond[image: External link]'s Secret Agent X-9[image: External link], took a more original approach. Still others, like Eddie Sullivan's and Charlie Schmidt's Radio Patrol[image: External link] and Will Gould's Red Barry, steered a middle course. One of the best post-Tracy procedural comics was Kerry Drake[image: External link], written and created by Allen Saunders and illustrated by Alfred Andriola[image: External link]. It diverged from the metropolitan settings used in Tracy to tell the story of the titular Chief Investigator for the District Attorney of a small-town jurisdiction. Later, following a personal tragedy, he leaves the DA's Office and joins his small city's police force in order to fight crime closer to the grass roots level. As both a DA's man and a city cop, he fights a string of flamboyant, Gould-ian criminals like "Stitches", "Bottleneck", and "Bulldozer."

Other syndicated police strips include Zane Grey[image: External link]'s King of the Royal Mounted[image: External link], depicting police work in the contemporary Canadian Northwest, Lank Leonard's Mickey Finn[image: External link], which emphasized the home life of a hard-working cop, and Dragnet, which adapted stories from the pioneering radio-TV series into comics. Early comic books[image: External link] with police themes tended to be reprints of syndicated newspaper strips like Tracy and Drake. Others adapted police stories from other mediums, like the radio-inspired anthology comic Gang Busters[image: External link], Dell's 87th Precinct issues, which adapted McBain's novels, or The Untouchables, which adapted the fictionalized TV adventures of real-life policeman Eliot Ness.

More recently, there have been attempts to depict police work with the kind of hard-edged realism seen in the novels of writers like Wambaugh, such as Marvel's[image: External link] four-issue mini-series Cops: The Job, in which a rookie police officer learns to cope with the physical, emotional, and mental stresses of law enforcement during her first patrol assignment. With superheroes[image: External link] having long dominated the comic book market, there have been some recent attempts to integrate elements of the police procedural into the universe of costumed crime-fighters. Gotham Central[image: External link], for example, depicts a group of police detectives operating in Batman's Gotham City[image: External link], and suggested that the caped crimefighter is disliked by many Gotham detectives for treading on their toes. Meanwhile, Metropolis SCU tells the story of the Special Crimes Unit, an elite squad of cops in the police force serving Superman[image: External link]'s Metropolis[image: External link].

The use of police procedural elements in superhero comics can partly be attributed to the success of Kurt Busiek[image: External link]'s groundbreaking 1994 series Marvels[image: External link], and his subsequent Astro City[image: External link] work, both of which examine the typical superhero universe from the viewpoint of the common man who witnesses the great dramas from afar, participating in them tangentially at best.

In the wake of Busiek's success, many other writers mimicked his approach, with mixed results – the narrative possibilities of someone who does not get involved in drama are limited. In 2000, however, Image Comics[image: External link] published the first issue of Brian Michael Bendis[image: External link]'s comic Powers[image: External link], which followed the lives of homicide detectives as they investigated superhero-related cases. Bendis's success has led both Marvel Comics and DC Comics to begin their own superhero-themed police procedurals (District X[image: External link] and the aforementioned Gotham Central), which focus on how the job of a police officer is affected by such tropes as secret identities, superhuman abilities, costumes, and the near-constant presence of vigilantes[image: External link].

While the detectives in Powers were "normal" (unpowered) humans dealing with super-powered crime, Alan Moore[image: External link] and Gene Ha[image: External link]'s Top 10[image: External link] mini-series, published by America's Best Comics[image: External link] in 2000–01, centered around the super-powered police force in a setting where powers are omnipresent. The comic detailed the lives and work of the police force of Neopolis, a city in which everyone, from the police and criminals to civilians, children and even pets, has super-powers, colourful costumes and secret identities.
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