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HOW THIS BOOK WILL HELP YOU IN AQA GCSE HISTORY


a) It will help you to learn the content

Is your main worry when you prepare for an exam that you won’t know enough to answer the questions? Many students feel that way – particularly when a course covers nearly 1,000 years of history! And it is true you will need good knowledge of the main events and the detail to do well in this thematic study. This book will help you acquire both the overview and the detail.

The author text explains the key content clearly. It helps you understand each period, and each topic and the themes that connect the topics.
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The Factfiles and Profiles are packed with facts and examples to use in your own work to support your arguments.
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Diagrams and timelines help you to visualise and remember topics. We also encourage you to draw your own diagrams – an even better way to learn.
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It’s full of sources. This course deals with some big issues and sources help pin those issues down. History is at its best when you can see what real people said, did, wrote, sang, watched, laughed about or cried over. Sources can really help you understand and remember the story because they help you to see the big concepts and ideas in terms of what they meant to people at the time.
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SOURCE 1

The design for a medallion created by Josiah Wedgwood in 1787 as part of the anti-slavery campaign.
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SOURCE 3

From the rule book of the Warwickshire Agricultural Labourers Union, set up by Joseph Arch in 1872. By the end of 1873 this union had become national, with over 1,000 branches and 72,000 paid-up members.

[T]o elevate the social position of the farm labourers of the county by assisting them to increase their wages; to lessen the number of ordinary working hours; to improve their habitations; to provide them with gardens or allotments; and to assist deserving and suitable labourers to migrate and emigrate.
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Think questions direct you to the things you should be noticing or thinking about in the sources and text. They also help you practise the kind of analytical skills that you need to improve in history.
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THINK


	1  What can Source 1 tell you about what was wrong with elections in the nineteenth century?
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Every subject and topic has its own vocabulary. If you don’t know what these words mean you won’t be able to write about the subject. So for each chapter we have provided a key word list. These are the words or terms that could be used in sources or in an exam question without any explanation so you need to be able to understand them and use them confidently in your writing. They are all defined in the Glossary on page 114. But we also want you to create your own key word list – in a notebook or on your phone write down each word with your own definitions.
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KEY WORDS

Make sure you know what these terms mean and are able to define them confidently.


	•  Amnesty

	•  Annulled

	•  Arbitrary
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Finally there is a Topic Summary at the end of every topic. This condenses all the content into a few points, which should help you to get your bearings in even the most complicated content. Some people say it is good to read that summary before you even start the topic to know where you are heading!
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TOPIC SUMMARY

Minority rights: Ethnic minorities


	•  Migrants have long come to Britain, and have made a valuable contribution to economic life.
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b) It will help you to apply what you learn

The second big aim of this book is to help you apply what you learn, which means to help you think deeply about the content, develop your own judgements about the themes, and make sure you can support those judgements with evidence and relevant knowledge.

This is not an easy task. You will not suddenly develop this skill. You need to practise studying an issue, deciding what you think, and then selecting from all that you know the points that are really relevant to your argument. One of the most important skills in history is the ability to select, organise and deploy (use) knowledge to answer a particular question.
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The main way we help you with this is through the Focus Tasks. These are the big tasks that appear at the end of each topic or at the end of each chapter. Most of these Focus Tasks are repeated again and again so that you can build your big picture of the story of power and protest. For example, we ask you to create your own:


	•  living graph period by period to show whether and how power has shifted in the period

	•  protestometer topic by topic to analyse who is involved in each protest

	•  factor chart noting examples of how different factors have caused change.



These tasks help you think through the big issues and the resulting charts will also help you revise.

Most Focus Tasks have tips that help you get started – highlighting a couple of key points that you can use in your answers.
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FOCUS TASK

Who holds power?

To start your living graph make your own large copy of the graph (right). Then using the information on this page plus what you already know about England in the Middle Ages, show where you think each group lies on the power graph in 1200.


	1  Start with the king. How much power do you think he has? Where should he appear on the graph? Then do the same for all the other groups in society and mark them on your graph around the date 1200.

	2  Compare your graph with those of other students in your group. How similar is your graph, and how different?

	3  What conclusions can you make about people and power from your graph? Keep your graph safe as you will be referring to it regularly as we progress through this unit.
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c)It will help you prepare for your examination

If you read all the text and tackled all the Focus Tasks in this book you should be well prepared for the challenges of the exam, but to help you more specifically:
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Progress Check questions focus on the skills and concepts that will be the focus of exam questions. These are not exam-style questions – but they deal with the kind of issues that the exams will focus on (usefulness of sources, significance of events, causes of events, factors for change, similarities and differences between events). They help you judge how well your thinking is developing about these issues
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PROGRESS CHECK

Causes and factors


	1  How important were Wat Tyler and John Ball in the revolt?



Similarity and difference


	2  How similar and how different were the Poll Tax revolts of 1381 and 1989?

	3  In your opinion, which protest was more successful – Magna Carta or the Peasants’ Revolt?
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An Assessment Focus section appears on page 110. These pages take you step by step through the requirements of the specification and the kinds of questions you might be asked. They provide some practice questions and some sample answers that help you to see what an effective answer might look like.
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Introduction: The big story of power
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FOCUS

A thematic unit covers a vast period of time – 800 years – and includes a lot of detail. Each chapter covers one event or development that helped change who held power in Britain. But you will need to keep on connecting these little stories to the big story. That is what this introduction helps you with. It gives you an overview of the themes you will be studying and some activities to help you see the patterns over time. Good luck!
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What’s this all about?

Think of a time when you knew something was wrong, or you disagreed with someone who insisted that they were right. How did you feel? What could you do about it? How could you put it right? Was it easy to assert your opinions and ideas, or was it hard? Did anyone listen to you, or take any notice? Did you manage to change anything?

This book looks at the history of Britain from around 1200 to today largely through the eyes of people who thought something was wrong and wanted to put it right. Either the law was, in their eyes, wrong and ought to be changed; or they thought those in control were doing something wrong and it ought to be put right.

This is the story of power – of who runs the country, about who makes the laws, who is in control.

This is also the story of protest – and there have been lots of protests over the last 800 years. One academic has counted at least 300 serious attempts to take power away from the rulers and give it to someone else. That’s far too many protests for us to look at in any great detail, so we are going to focus on a few, perhaps the most important ones that brought about the greatest change. Perhaps when you have finished your studies you might disagree with our choice!

In one sense, it is also the story of the spread of DEMOCRACY. At the start of our period the king ruled the country largely at his own whim. He could do as he wished. Absolute power was in his hands. There were some constraints – the pope in Rome ruled over the Church and thus had influence over kings. And, of course, other rulers tried to chip away at a country’s borders so a country could only be as strong as its monarch. Over time the rich demanded a say in the running of the country and gradually more and more people have become involved in making laws until today, when we have universal suffrage, where all men and women (over the age of eighteen) can vote at election time to choose the government, and therefore have a very direct say in the way Britain is run and hold our rulers to account.



Protest!

Look carefully at the placards in Source 1. Can you decide what is happening and what this protest is about?

The placards in Source 1 were carried at the protests known as the Bristol Bus Boycott, 1963. The Bristol Omnibus Company, although it was short of drivers and conductors, refused to employ black or Asian bus crews. For four months there were protests in the city led by the West Indian Development Council until finally the bus company backed down and agreed to the demands of the protesters. In this case the protest – totally peaceful – was successful. It was no doubt inspired by the American civil rights movement and its successful bus boycott in Montgomery in 1955–56.

Now look carefully at Source 2. What is happening in it? When do you think it was produced? Can you work out what the people are protesting about? Why have they set Newgate Prison on fire? Why are they letting the FELONS [prisoners] out? What kind of protest is it? Why were the protesters labelled as ‘The Mob?’ What is the attitude of the person who produced this source towards the protesters? How can you tell?
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SOURCE 1
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SOURCE 2
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The picture is from 1780 and shows the Gordon Riots in London. The Government passed the Papists Act in 1778 intending to reduce discrimination against Catholics. This led to protests and riots, not just about religion but also about unemployment and low wages. It was at the time of the American War of Independence and feelings were running high. The riots were thought to be London’s worst for a century – a time labelled as a period of ‘mob rule’ by historians such as George Rude.
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THINK

Compare the two images (Sources 1 and 2) then discuss what they tell you about protest through time.


	1  What has changed? What has stayed the same?

	2  Who is challenging authority in each of the pictures, and how are they doing this?

	3  Can you tell from the image how those in power responded to each of these protests?

	4  How reliable a conclusion can you draw about protest from these two images?

	5  What else do you want to know about these protests? Where can you find out?
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The big story of power and the people

On this page you can see some of the events that help us to tell the story of the changing relationships between rulers and ruled over the last 1,000 years or so. Can you place them in the appropriate place on the timeline? (For the answers, see the bottom of page 10.)
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FOCUS TASK

Stage 1: Create your timeline


	1  Sort the events into chronological order.

	2  Draw your own version of the timeline 1000–2000 and pencil in each of the events in the appropriate place.

	3  Check your answers at the bottom of page 10. Plot the correct dates onto your timeline. Which of these answers do you find surprising?



Stage 2: Look for the patterns


	4  Now colour code your timeline into sections that show what you think is the changing balance of power throughout the period we are studying:




	•  when only the king had power

	•  when 10 per cent of people had power

	•  when 33 per cent of people had power

	•  when 50 per cent of people had power

	•  when 100 per cent of people had power.



Save your timeline. You will be coming back to it after you have studied each period in detail and you will then be able to amend your thinking.

Stage 3: What do you think?


	5  When, in your opinion, did Britain become a democracy?

	6  If you are not allowed to vote, does that mean you have no way to influence the policies of rulers? Think about how you influence family decisions, or decisions in your friendship groups or at school.

	7  If adults – both men and women – can’t select the government, as was the case before the twentieth century, what might they do to get their voices heard?

	8  What does your timeline tell you about the big story of power and the people?
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The right to vote
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One of the big stories in this book is how ordinary people won the right to vote.

Some historians argue that there was an Anglo-Saxon ‘Golden Age’ when England was very democratic. The Witan, or Council, helped the king make decisions and rule the country. Then, with the arrival of the Normans, barons and knights depended on the king for their land, wealth and power so became subservient to him.

Since then, according to these same historians, British history has been a conflict between those in power and those wanting power. First, the barons forced the king to share power with them, then in turn the merchants, the business people, then the workers and, finally, women, all won the right to vote and have some say in who governed them. However, it was a slow process. It was 1928 before everyone over 21 could vote, and 1969 before that age was reduced to eighteen.

This was the result of a long hard struggle over many centuries. Attitudes changed slowly and those in power were often reluctant to introduce democracy.
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THINK

Study this table which shows the turnout at British general elections since 1945, then discuss the questions below it.



	Election date
	% of eligible voters who turned out to vote
	Political party which won the election



	July 1945
	72.6
	Labour



	Feb 1950
	83.6
	Labour



	Oct 1951
	81.9
	Conservative



	May 1955
	76.8
	Conservative



	Oct 1959
	76.7
	Conservative



	Oct 1964
	77.1
	Labour



	Mar 1966
	75.8
	Labour



	June 1970
	73
	Conservative



	Feb 1974
	78.8
	Labour (minority government)



	Oct 1974
	72.8
	Labour



	May 1979
	76
	Conservative



	June 1983
	72.7
	Conservative



	June 1987
	75.3
	Conservative



	April 1992
	77.7
	Conservative



	May 1997
	71.3
	Labour



	June 2001
	59.4
	Labour



	May 2005
	61.4
	Labour



	May 2010
	65.1
	Coalition (Conservative + Lib Dem)





	1  What has happened to the percentage of people who voted in British general elections since 1945?

	2  Why, after spending more than 800 years demanding more input into government, do you think fewer people now vote?

	3  In May 2010 nearly half of all women under 35 didn’t vote. Why do you think so few younger women use their right to vote?

	4  Do you think that voting is a good way to assert power?

	5  Will you vote in the next election?

	6  Do you think the voting age should be reduced to sixteen?

	7  In some countries, like Australia and Brazil, voting is compulsory – you must vote in elections. But in Britain it is up to you whether you vote or not. Which system do you think is best?
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Who holds power?

One way to keep track of changes in the relationship between people and power is to use a ‘living graph’, like the one below. At regular points through this unit you will be asked to decide who, in your opinion, at this point in time has political power and who does not; and who has gained influence and power through the period you have been studying and who has lost power. Revisiting this graph at the end of each chapter will help you keep track of the changes taking place, and help you to think about the question ‘what has changed, and why?’


Powerful people

The panel below shows the groups you are going to analyse.

Each group has an icon. As you study each period decide whether, as a result of the events you have studied, each of these groups has more power or less, and how much change there has been. Plot on a graph (like the one below) where you think they stand.
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King
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At the start of our study in 1170 the king had absolute power. Under the FEUDAL SYSTEM, the King owned all the land and thus controlled wealth and power. He would get advice from his barons but did not necessarily follow it!

Barons
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In the early Middle Ages the barons depended on the king for their power and influence. A king could take away their land and destroy them. On the other hand, it was not unknown for the barons to remove a king they thought was not behaving as he should!

Bishops
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In the Middle Ages, Church leaders (bishops) were as powerful as barons. They advised the king. They owned lots of land. Sometimes bishops refused to do what the king wanted.

Commons
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The COMMONS become increasingly important throughout our story. The merchants, traders, businessmen and minor landowners become increasingly wealthy and rulers therefore depended on their taxes. In return for paying taxes, the Commons demanded a say in the running of the country.

Peasants
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In the twelfth century the peasantry was almost everyone in Britain! They were farmers who worked the land growing enough food to feed themselves and their families. They might be free peasants, with a small amount of land they own for themselves or, more likely in medieval times, they were serfs or VILLEINS under the authority of the lord of the manor. They could not even leave their village without permission.

Workers
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Later in our study workers begin to appear as towns and cities grow, and industry begins. They depend on the wages they can earn. Some skilled workers (craftsmen) become quite well off, but most workers struggle to make ends meet.

Women


[image: ]

For much of our period women were regarded as different from men. They had different strengths, characteristics and roles in life. Most poor women had to work as well as bring up families, but wealthy women were expected to stay at home. They had very few rights in law until late in the nineteenth century.

Minorities
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These were often regarded with suspicion. Anyone ‘different’ whether in religion, appearance or beliefs, was often treated as an outsider with few, if any, rights.
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FOCUS TASK

Who holds power?

To start your living graph make your own large copy of the graph above. Then using the information on this page plus what you already know about England in the Middle Ages, show where you think each group lies on the power graph in 1200.


	1  Start with the king. How much power do you think he has? Where should he appear on the graph? Then do the same for all the other groups in society and mark them on your graph around the date 1200.

	2  Compare your graph with those of other students’ in your group. How similar is your graph, and how different?

	3  What conclusions can you make about people and power from your graph? Keep your graph safe as you will be referring to it regularly as we progress through this unit.




[image: ]

[image: ]







Why things change

History is not just about what has changed. We also need to think about why changes occur, and the consequences of these changes. This factor chart identifies eight factors that influenced the story of power in British history.



	FACTOR
	How each factor might influence the story of power
	Example



	War
	After a war or an invasion new rulers can take over with new ideas on how to run a country
	 



	Religion
	One group with strong religious views might force their religion on others
	 



	Chance
	Some things happen purely by accident or good (or bad) luck
	 



	Government
	Government decisions can change the balance of power – deliberately or not
	 



	Communication
	Protest groups might use improved communication to spread ideas more effectively
	 



	The economy
	Economic depressions cause hardship and can make people desperate for change
	 



	Ideas
	New ideas can emerge about who should have power and how they should use it
	 



	Role of the individual
	One person who strongly believes in something can inspire others to protest
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FOCUS TASK

Start your factor chart

This is another task that you will use throughout your study. You will be looking for examples of these factors in action.


	1  Here are some examples that you may have come across in previous history lessons. Which factor are they examples of?

	•  The Normans introduced the feudal system as a way of controlling and ruling England.

	•  In 1812 handloom weavers broke into factories and smashed new weaving machines that were putting them out of work.

	•  King Charles I believed in the Divine Right of Kings (that God had put him in charge of England) and this led to clashes with Parliament, which believed that the king’s power must be controlled.




	2  Create your own factor chart – in your notebook or on a poster. Then add some more examples of your own. Try to fill in as many rows as possible based on what you already know from your earlier history lessons.



As you go through the course keep adding to your factor chart whenever you find another good example.
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Answers for Focus Task on page 6: A: 1596; B: 1649; C: 1688; D: 1832; E: 1789; F: 1918; G: 1381; H: 1763; I: 1834; J: 2015; K: 1649; L: Before 1066; M: 1979; N: 1649; O: 1991; P: 1278; Q: 1832; R: 1928; S: 110.






1 The Middle Ages: Challenging authority and feudalism
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1.1 Context: Medieval Britain, 1170–1450

Here are some pictures to sum up life in medieval Britain.
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THINK

You have probably studied the Middle Ages before. You may be quite an expert already. So what do you think of our visual summary of this period: sheep, peasants, castles, monasteries, villages and wars! Discuss these questions:


	1  Do you agree with our summary? What important things have we left out?

	2  How much change do you think there was between 1066 and 1485?

	3  Do you think ordinary people were better off in 1485 than they were in 1066?

	4  Who do you think had the most power in 1485 – King, barons, the Church, Parliament, merchants, landowners, ordinary people in towns, or ordinary people in the countryside?
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The power of the king

William the Conqueror developed the feudal system. In this system, a hierarchy of land ownership that already existed in Anglo-Saxon England, the king owned all the land, and that was the source of his wealth and power. He granted land to his followers, in exchange for obligations – to swear loyalty to the king, to fight for the king when required, to pay taxes, to keep the countryside safe. Most followers received several parcels of land, spread across the country so they would not become too powerful in one area and strong enough to challenge the king. The exception to this was in the border regions – the Welsh Marches and northern England – where strong local landowners were needed to stop invasions. Lots of land was set aside as Royal Forests kept for the king to use for hunting. The New Forest in Hampshire is one example.


The barons

In turn, the king’s chief supporters (who became the barons) would grant land – usually a local manor – to each of their knights, in exchange for support. The knights would have to fight for the baron, protect his castles and so on. The knight’s wealth came from the peasants, or villeins, who did the actual farming and who would have to work for the knight, without pay, for three or four days every week in exchange for the land they farmed but did not own. In this way the king kept personal control of everything!



The Church

Over time the Church became a powerful landowner as the king and the barons granted land and money to build churches and monasteries. There were even church courts to try priests who broke the law. And don’t forget that for most of the medieval period the king of England owned land in France and was often fighting the French king for control of that part of his kingdom.



Charter of Liberties

It became the custom, when a new king was crowned, to issue a Charter of Liberties. Henry I, for example, when he became king in 1100, issued a charter ‘to all his barons and faithful men’ in which he promised to ‘abolish all the evil customs by which the kingdom of England has been unjustly oppressed’ and restore the English laws dating back to Edward the Confessor.
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THINK


	5  In your opinion, how well did the feudal system work?

	6  What do you think would be the main causes of the conflict between king and barons? Why?

	7  In theory the king was firmly in control of the country and the people in it. But of the 21 monarchs between 1066 and 1485 six died while fighting and at least two died in prison! What does that suggest to you about the power of the monarch?
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1.2 Constraints on kingship


Magna Carta: What was great about the Great Charter?
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FOCUS

In 1215 King John was forced by the barons to sign a charter outlining the relationship between ruler and ruled. This became known, in 1217, as the Great Charter (in Latin, Magna Carta). This chapter will explore why the barons wanted a charter, what the Charter said, and what happened following the events of June 1215. Finally, you will be asked to explore the subsequent impact and significance of Magna Carta.
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June 1215: England on the verge of civil war – again!

In June 1215 two armed camps faced each other across the meadow at Runnymede, next to the River Thames. One was made up of most of the leading barons in the country; the other, King John and his few remaining supporters. Months of tension had led to this moment. Now, faced by a superior army King John felt he had no choice. He must sign the Charter.
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SOURCE 1

King John signs Magna Carta in June 1215. This comes from a Chronicle of England published in 1864 and is one of the most commonly reproduced pictures of the signing.
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How did it come to this?

John succeeded his brother Richard in 1199. Not long after this Arthur, John’s nephew and a possible alternative king, was murdered. Some say John did it himself, others merely that he ordered it. In 1204 John lost his land in Normandy to the French king, and spent the rest of his rule trying to win it back. This was expensive. War and money – and military defeat – are at the heart of our story. John used every means at his disposal to collect money to pay MERCENARIES to fight for him in France. For example:


	•  In 1208 William de Briouze paid 40,000 marks (about £27,000) to make his peace with the King and have his lands restored to him. However King John still arrested William’s wife and son who both died in custody.

	•  Robert de Vaux was fined 2,000 marks (£1,300) in 1211 ‘for the king’s benevolence’.

	•  In 1213 John de Lacy paid 7,000 marks (£4,666) to inherit his father’s lands.



There were many more examples. John’s style of government was causing unrest among the barons.
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ACTIVITY

Look carefully at the image in Source 1 of the events of June 1215. It was produced much later – in the nineteenth century.


	1  Can you identify:

	a)  King John

	b)  the leading barons

	c)  the leading churchmen?




	2  What is happening in the picture? How can you tell?

	3  How useful is a picture like this in explaining:

	a)  What happened at Runnymede in June 1215?

	b)  What people much later thought about the events of June 1215?

	c)  Who held power in England in 1215?




	4  Can you find any historical inaccuracies in the picture?
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Taxes

John made great use of a tax called SCUTAGE. This was a payment knights and barons could make instead of fighting for the king. He had used it eleven



Religion




War
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	1  What did the barons want?

	2  What caused the barons to rebel? And why do you think this happened in 1215 rather than 1213 or earlier?

	3  In 1199, the barons had sworn an oath of allegiance to the King. Were they right to rebel against their ruler?

	4  In your opinion, who was most to blame for the crisis of 1215 – King John, the Pope or the barons?



[image: ]






Runnymede





What exactly did Magna Carta say?
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Previous charters
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	1  Read Source 2. Which of these clauses do you think King John would find hardest to accept? Why?

	2  In what ways was Magna Carta similar to Henry I’s Charter of 1100?

	3  In what ways was Magna Carta different to Henry I’s Charter of 1100?

	4  What kind of change did the barons want – a conservative ‘return to the old ways of running the country’ or a radical new way of governing?
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What happened next?
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	5  Read Source 4. On what grounds does the Pope declare Magna Carta to be null and void?

	6  What would be the consequences if Magna Carta was implemented?

	7  In what ways has Innocent III’s attitude to King John changed?

	8  How does Source 3 present the relationship between King John and his barons?
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	Factor
	How this factor affected the Magna Carta story
	Relative importance in the Magna Carta story



	War
	X John’s failures in war and the taxes he raised to pay for the war made the barons want to bring John under control
	 



	Religion
	X
	 



	Chance
	 
	 



	Government
	X
	 



	Communication
	X
	 



	The economy
	 
	 



	Ideas
	 
	 



	Role of the individual
	X
	 





	1  We have selected five factors that we think affected Magna Carta. On your own copy of this chart, add your comment summarising how that factor helped lead to Magna Carta. The first has been started for you.

	2  Which of these factors had the greatest influence in the Magna Carta? Rank your factors where 1 is least important, and 5 most important. For your most important factor, explain why you chose it.
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	•  Prince Louis was the son of Phillip II and distantly related to John.

	•  He led the French army in the campaigns against King John.

	•  When the barons rebelled against King John in 1215–16 they asked Louis to become King of England. He arrived in England with an army in 1216, but once King John died most barons supported John’s son, who became Henry III.

	•  After being defeated at the Battle of Lincoln in May 1217, Louis gave up the throne and went home to France.
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	•  November 1216

	•  November 1217 (along with the Charter of the Forest or ‘small charter’; Forest Law covered about 33 per cent of England at this time)

	•  in 1225

	•  in 1265 when Henry was a prisoner of Simon de Montfort (see page 23)

	•  by Edward I in 1297 and again in 1300.






	1  Why was Magna Carta re-issued in each of those years?

	2  Which is regarded as the definitive version of Magna Carta?
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The significance of Magna Carta through the ages




	•  Sir Edward Coke, in Stuart times, claimed that ‘Magna Carta is such a fellow that he will have no sovereign’.

	•  Arthur Beardmore, arrested in 1762 for LIBELLING the king’s mother, made sure he was teaching his son to read Magna Carta when he was arrested (see Source 6).

	•  Even the Zapatista Army of National Liberation in Mexico quoted Magna Carta in 1994 to try to protect INDIGENOUS people in southern Mexico from exploitation by big business.

	•  The Philippines Government talked, in 2010, of introducing a ‘Magna Carta for Women’.

	•  Alexander Lock of the British Library, writing in 2015, argued that Magna Carta ‘still flourishes as a potent and recognised symbol of freedom under the rule of law’.
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	1  Do you think Source 6 is a useful source?

	2  What does it tell us about the way Magna Carta was used in the nineteenth century?





	3  Explain why the barons were unhappy with King John.

	4  Explain why the barons revolted in 1215 and not earlier.





	5  Pick out the most important content of Magna Carta.

	6  Explain the significance of the events of 1215 for the relationship between the King and the people he ruled.

	7  Record some examples of how Magna Carta has been used by other people in later times to try to bring about change.





	8  Why might a document that was a total failure in 1215 be held in such high regard through much of British history since 1215?



[image: ]






[image: ]




	•  According to some historians, in Anglo-Saxon times kings worked together with the Witan, or Council, to run the country.

	•  The Normans used the feudal system in which the king had all the power and the barons depended on the king for land and wealth.

	•  Strong monarchs could do much as they liked, but weaker ones, and those who lost land or made unrealistic demands on the barons, could expect trouble. This is what happened to King John.

	•  John was forced by the barons to concede a charter – which became known as Magna Carta.

	•  This was the first time a king had been forced to agree legal limits on his power. There had been a previous charter issued by Henry I but that was voluntary – he had issued a charter on his coronation to increase his support.

	•  The idea gradually grew that kings were subject to the law, too.

	•  Despite having very little legal power, Magna Carta has remained a powerful icon for freedom to this day.
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1.3 The origins of Parliament


Simon de Montfort: Sinner, saint or champion of democracy?
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A violent death
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	1  How do we normally remember people who rebel against the king?

	2  How is Simon remembered on the plaque in Source 1?

	3  Can you explain the differences?
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More revolting barons





	1  Financial – Henry was always short of money and after more.

	2  Judicial – royal favourites appeared to receive preferential treatment.

	3  The role of foreigners [or ‘aliens’ as they were called] in governing the country who appeared to exclude those outside a small royal circle from power and influence.

	4  The way sheriffs in the counties were favouring Henry rather than applying the law fairly.
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	4  Which of the four grievances mentioned in the text had been addressed by Magna Carta in 1215?

	5  Why do you think they were still an issue at this time?
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Simon de Montfort
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	1  Why is there a statue of Simon de Montfort on a clock tower in Leicester?

	2  What does this tell us about:

	a)  Simon de Montfort

	b)  the people of Leicester’s attitude towards him?
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Simon’s conflict with Henry
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Father of ‘Parliament’
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	FACTOR
	Simon de Montfort and the first Parliament
	Relative importance of the factor



	War
	 
	 



	Religion
	X
	 



	Chance
	 
	 



	Government
	 
	 



	Communication
	 
	 



	The economy
	 
	 



	Ideas
	X
	 



	Role of the individual
	X Simon de Montfort provided leadership. Without him it is quite unlikely that the rebels would have forced Henry III to change, or invite the Commons to Parliament.
	5





	1  Use pages 20–23 to find examples of other factors that influenced the development of the first Parliament. The crosses suggest what you should be looking for.

	2  On your own copy of the chart, add a comment summarising how that factor helped lead to the first Parliament.

	3  Do you agree with our view that the role of the individual was the most important factor? Explain your view.
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	3  Why do you think Simon de Montfort thought it necessary to re-issue Magna Carta in 1265?
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How should Simon de Montfort be remembered?
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	1  Why do views of Simon de Montfort vary so much?

	2  To what extent did Simon de Montfort change the relationship between people and ruler:

	a)  at the time

	b)  today?
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The development of Parliament
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	1  Do you think the human figure should be quite small (because only the barons were involved in the dispute with King Henry III), or should it be larger than your Magna Carta figure (because the Commons and two armies were heavily involved, too)?

	2  The slide bar would be set low if you think the revolt of 1264–65 made very little difference; or would be set much higher if you think the foundations of Parliament made a fundamental difference to the way Britain was ruled.
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	1  How useful is Source 4 for finding out about the life of Simon de Montfort?





	2  Why were many people unhappy with Henry III?

	3  Why was Simon de Montfort unhappy with Henry III?

	4  What does the life of Simon de Montfort tell us about the role of the individual in creating change or fighting injustice?





	5  What did Simon de Montfort achieve?

	6  Simon de Montfort was a central character in the events of 1264–65, and is regarded by many people as the ‘Father of Parliament’. Does he, in your opinion, deserve that title?

	7  What do the events surrounding the life and times of Simon de Montfort tell us about Magna Carta and its influence on the way England was governed?






	8  In what ways were the events of 1265 similar to those of 1215, and in what ways were they different?
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	•  The barons tried to stop King Henry III from ruling unjustly.

	•  King Henry re-issued Magna Carta, reaffirming the rights of the barons, on several occasions during his rule.

	•  Simon de Montfort was heavily involved in attempts to force the King to rule justly.

	•  Simon de Montfort rebelled against the King and ruled the country for several months.

	•  Simon invited the Commons to join Parliament for the first time.

	•  After his death any changes made by Simon were removed by Henry III.
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1.4 Medieval revolt and royal authority


The Peasants’ Revolt: Protests and Poll Taxes
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	1  Why were many people so angry about the Poll Tax in 1989?

	2  Look carefully at Sources 1A and 1B. Do these images give an accurate picture of the reaction to the introduction of the Poll Tax?

	3  What else do you need to know to reach a definitive conclusion about the impact of the Poll Tax?

	4  Why do you think the Government dropped the Poll Tax in 1993?

	5  Is this, in your opinion, a successful example of protest in action?
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Poll Tax: 1989
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Poll Tax: 1381
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	6  Why were many people angry in 1381?

	7  How useful is Source 2 in telling you about the events of 1381?

	a)  What does it add to your understanding of the Peasants’ Revolt?

	b)  What doesn’t it tell you?

	c)  Can you deduce anything about the peasants’ demands from the source?

	d)  Can you tell how King Richard felt about the Revolt?

	e)  Does Source 2 suggest that the protestors had won?




	8  What are the similarities, and differences, between events in 1381 and in 1989?
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	•  One of the key leaders of the Peasants’ Revolt.

	•  Not much is known about his life before the Revolt. It is thought he came from Kent, but there is no clear evidence of this.

	•  It is said that he seized the sheriff of Kent and forced him to march to Sittingbourne and hand over his official records, which were then burned.

	•  Tyler had great authority over the rebels, and was largely responsible for the disciplined way they behaved.

	•  He was severely wounded by the King’s men at the meeting at Smithfield on 15 June then executed on the spot.
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Why did the peasants revolt?



Earlier disputes
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	•  Yeomen’s wives were not allowed to wear silk veils.

	•  The wife or daughter of a labourer was not allowed to wear a girdle garnished with silver.

	•  Yeomen and craftsmen were not allowed to wear any clothes worth more than 40 shillings for the whole cloth.

	•  Carters, ploughmen and the like could only wear russet cloth (12d per length) and use rope as a belt.

	•  Servants were not to eat meat or fish more than once a day.
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Impact of the Black Death
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	1  What can we tell about the impact of the Black Death from images such as Source 3?
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War with France




Poll Taxes
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	•  Richard II’s uncle and ‘the power behind the throne’.

	•  The richest man in England. He was Duke of Lancaster, as well as Earl of Derby, Lincoln and Leicester.

	•  When Edward III died in 1377, Richard was only eleven years old so John of Gaunt helped run the country. It was rumoured that he wanted to seize the throne for himself!

	•  He made many enemies. He was blamed for many of the political and economic failings that led to the Peasants’ Revolt.

	•  He died in 1399.
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Who joined the revolt?



Afterwards
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	2  Compare Sources 2 (page 27) and 4. How has Richard changed his mind between 15 June and 1 July. Can you explain why he has changed his mind?

	3  In your opinion, were the rebels treated unfairly?
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	1  Use the text to make a list of the causes of the Peasants’ Revolt.

	2  Sort them into different categories – political, economic, social, religious and military.

	3  Now re-sort them into whether they are long-term causes, short-term causes or ‘trigger’ events.

	4  Finally, sort them in order of importance – put those you think are most important at the top of your list, and the least important at the bottom.





	5  Compare your list with others’. How similar, and how different, is your list?

	6  Does your list satisfactorily explain why the Peasants’ Revolt happened?





	7  Finally, write a short essay answering the question, ‘Why did the peasants revolt in 1381?’
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A significant individual: John Ball, priest extraordinaire
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	1  What do we definitely know about John Ball?

	2  What can we deduce from the evidence here?

	3  Why do you think the rebels were so quick to release John Ball from prison?

	4  Which aspect of John Ball’s message do you think the Government thought was more damaging, his religion or his politics?

	5  How significant do you think John Ball was in the Peasants’ Revolt?
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The significance of the Peasants’ Revolt
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	6  What aspects of the Peasants’ Revolt, in your opinion, caused most fear among the ruling classes? Why?

	7  What does the plaque (Source 7) tell us about the continuing significance of the Peasants’ Revolt?
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	1  How important were Wat Tyler and John Ball in the revolt?





	2  How similar and how different were the Poll Tax revolts of 1381 and 1989?

	3  In your opinion, which protest was more successful – Magna Carta or the Peasants’ Revolt?
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	FACTOR
	Peasants’ Revolt
	Relative importance of the factor



	War
	 
	 



	Religion
	 
	 



	Chance
	 
	 



	Government
	X
	4



	Communication
	 
	 



	The economy
	 
	 



	Ideas
	 
	 



	Role of the individual
	 
	 





	1  Write your own summary of how government actions helped cause the Peasants’ Revolt.

	2  Find examples of any other factors that influenced this topic and add them to your own copy of the chart – with your comment summarising how that factor influenced it. You could fill out nearly all the rows!

	3  Give each factor a relative importance. Do you agree with us that government is the most important factor?
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	•  The fourteenth century was a difficult time – poor harvests, INFLATION, the Black Death, attempts to limit freedom.

	•  However, wages were rising for many. Those unrepresented in Parliament were making their voices heard.

	•  The rich fought hard to maintain their privileged position.

	•  The events of 1381 was not only a peasants’ revolt; other groups in society were involved, too.

	•  The fact that the ‘humble classes’ asserted their rights caused real consternation among the ruling classes.

	•  The peasants remained powerless; but 70 years later all had been freed.

	•  The Peasants’ Revolt was used as an inspiration in many succeeding rebellions, and is still regarded by many today as a significant step on the road to democracy.
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1.5 Pulling it all together: The Middle Ages


A medieval success story!


What can the Pastons tell us about people and power in the medieval period?
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	1  Read Source 3. We have kept the original spelling. Try to work out what it says. Who is leasing what to whom and when?

	2  What does this lease add to our understanding of the Paston family?

	3  What does this lease add to our understanding of the Middle Ages?
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	1  Thinking about the groups on page 9, how did the status of the Pastons change over four generations?

	2  What part did the following play in the rise of the Pastons?

	a)  education

	b)  marriage

	c)  good fortune

	d)  the chaotic times of the Black Death and Wars of the Roses.




	3  Which factor (education, marriage, luck, chaos or war) do you think is the most important? Why?

	4  Do you think it is right to classify the Pastons as a ‘medieval success story’?

	5  What does the story of the Pastons tell us about the nature of power and influence in the medieval period?
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Summary: How did power shift in the Middle Ages?
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	1  Extend your original graph and mark on it how powerful each of the following groups is now: monarch, barons, Church, commons, workers, peasants, women or minorities.

	2  Then write an explanation of your 1381 graph. To what extent has the focus of power changed between 1215 and 1381?



[image: ]






[image: ]




	•  Amnesty

	•  Annulled

	•  Arbitrary

	•  Commons

	•  Democracy

	•  Dictator

	•  Excommunicate

	•  Feudal system

	•  Impeach

	•  Radical
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