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I should have left.

That's what the wife in the movie does. She screams. She slaps.

She grabs her dress off the floor and pulls it over her head and storms out and slams the door and the hallway swallows her and the audience feels something clean and righteous on her behalf.

She cries in a taxi. She calls her sister. She gets a lawyer. She moves on. The credits roll and she's stronger and the audience claps because she did the right thing.

I was naked on a hotel room carpet with my husband's tears running between my tits and another man's cock six feet behind me and I was wet. Still wet.

Wet through the anger and the Spanish and the six-years-of-lies and the cabrón and the pendejo and the todo este puto tiempo — wet through all of it. My body hadn't gotten the memo.

My brain was on fire and my pussy was throbbing and every time I breathed in I could smell Tyrone — the eucalyptus, the cocoa butter, the musk underneath — and my hips shifted on the carpet and the slickness between my thighs moved with me.

I tried to hold the anger. I really did.

I thought about the doctor's office. The plastic chairs.

The pamphlets about ovulation windows and sperm counts and "unexplained infertility" — that was the phrase they'd used, unexplained, like it was a mystery, like there was no explanation for why a man who couldn't stay hard inside his wife also couldn't get her pregnant.

I'd sat in that office and squeezed Diego's hand and cried in the parking lot after and blamed my body. My eggs. My uterus.

The thing I was supposed to be able to do as a woman that I was failing at.

And the whole time the explanation was kneeling next to me with another man's cum at the back of his throat.

I thought about the lingerie.

The red set I bought for our anniversary — the one from the website, expensive, the kind with the garter belt and the thigh-highs and the bra that pushed everything up and together.

I'd put it on in the bathroom and looked at myself in the mirror and felt sexy for the first time in months and walked into the bedroom and Diego had smiled — the same rehearsed smile, the one I now recognized — and said "you look beautiful, mi vida" and we'd had sex and he'd lasted four minutes and finished with that same watery dribble and rolled off me and fallen asleep and I'd lain there in the red lingerie staring at the ceiling feeling like the ugliest woman in the world.

I wasn't ugly. I was married to a man who wanted cock.

I thought about every time I'd initiating and gotten the excuse. Tired. Long day. Hurting from work. The back, the shoulders, the knees.

Every time I'd reached for him in bed and felt him flinch — barely, just barely, so small I'd told myself I imagined it — before his body reluctantly went through the motions.

Every time I came too fast because his four inches couldn't hold an erection long enough for me to get anywhere close to where I needed to be and I'd faked it. Faked it.

How many times had I faked it? Dozens. Hundreds.

My hand pressed against the headboard and my voice making the right sounds and my body performing the right shudders because I didn't want my husband to feel bad about the sex that was never going to be good because he didn't want to be there.

Six years of anger. Hot. Huge.

Six years of it — six years of doubt and self-blame and secret crying in the shower and thinking maybe I should lose weight maybe I should try harder maybe I should be dirtier maybe I should — and all of it was his fault.

All of it. Every insecurity. Every tear. Every night I'd lain next to him and felt alone.

And then the anger hit a wall.

Because I was in this room too.

I was naked. On my knees. In the hotel room of a man I'd fucked yesterday. A man I'd let rail me for three hours while my husband was fishing.

A man whose cum I'd walked back to my room in, leaking through my bikini bottoms, and kissed my husband hello with the taste of another man's cock still in the back of my throat.

I'd cheated first.

Not by
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