
		
			
				[image: Cover for A Time of Fear]
			

		

	
		
		
			
			ALSO BY ALBERT MARRIN

			Black Gold: The Story of Oil in Our Lives

			FDR and the American Crisis

			Flesh & Blood So Cheap: The Triangle Fire and Its Legacy

			A National Book Award Finalist

			Thomas Paine: Crusader for Liberty

			Uprooted: The Japanese American Experience During World War II

			A Sibert Honor Book

			Very, Very, Very Dreadful: The Influenza Pandemic of 1918

			A Volcano Beneath the Snow: John Brown’s War Against Slavery

			A Light in the Darkness: Janusz Korczak, His Orphans, and the Holocaust

			A YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction Finalist

		

	
		
		
			
			
				
					[image: Book Title, A Time of Fear, Subtitle, America in the Era of Red Scares and Cold War, Author, Albert Marrin, Imprint, Knopf Books for Young Readers]
				

			

		

	
		
		
			
			this is a borzoi book published by alfred a. knopf

			Text copyright © 2021 by Albert Marrin

			Cover art used under license from Shutterstock.com

			All rights reserved. Published in the United States by Alfred A. Knopf, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books, a division of Penguin Random House LLC, New York.

			Knopf, Borzoi Books, and the colophon are registered trademarks of Penguin Random House LLC.

			For picture credits, please see this page.

			Visit us on the Web! GetUnderlined.com

			Educators and librarians, for a variety of teaching tools, visit us at RHTeachersLibrarians.com

			Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available upon request.

			ISBN 9780525644293 (trade) — ISBN 9780525644309 (lib. bdg.) — ebook ISBN 9780525644323

			Random House Children’s Books supports the First Amendment and celebrates the right to read.

			Penguin Random House LLC supports copyright. Copyright fuels creativity, encourages diverse voices, promotes free speech, and creates a vibrant culture. Thank you for buying an authorized edition of this book and for complying with copyright laws by not reproducing, scanning, or distributing any part in any form without permission. You are supporting writers and allowing Penguin Random House to publish books for every reader.

			ep_prh_5.6.1_c0_r0

		

	
		
			Contents

			
				Cover

				Also by Albert Marrin

				Title Page

				Copyright

				Dedication

				Epigraph

				Abbreviations

			

			
				Prologue: Lenin’s Journey

			

			
				Chapter I: Frightened Victors

			

			
				Chapter II: True Believers: A Party Like None Other

			

			
				Chapter III: Black Comrades Awaken!

			

			
				Chapter IV: The Party and Stalin’s War

			

			
				Chapter V: Nightmare Years

			

			
				Chapter VI: Of Atomic Bombs and Spies

			

			
				Chapter VII: The Rosenberg Spy Ring

			

			
				Chapter VIII: A Little List: Joe McCarthy Investigates

			

			
				Epilogue: Brutal Fantasies

			

			
				Notes

				Selected Sources

				Picture Credits

			

		

	
		
		
			
			For those who fought the good fight

		

	
		
		
			
			I want you to listen to me very carefully, Harry. You’re not a bad person. You’re a very good person, who bad things have happened to. Besides, the world isn’t split into good people and Death Eaters. We’ve all got both light and dark inside us. What matters is the part we choose to act on. That’s who we really are.

				—Sirius Black in Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (2007)

				Exactly the point. Fudge isn’t in his right mind. It’s been twisted and warped by fear. Now fear makes people do terrible things, Harry.

				—Remus Lupin in Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (2007)
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			LENIN’S JOURNEY

			
				The worst of all despotisms is the heartless tyranny of ideas.

				—Paul Johnson, Intellectuals (1988)

			

			A young man, whom we may let stand for Everyman, wrote in his diary just days before he was killed in action: “Humanity is mad! It must be mad to do what it is doing. What a massacre! What scenes of horror and carnage! I cannot find words to translate my impressions. Hell cannot be so terrible. Men are mad!”1

			It was the worst of times. The war that began in July 1914 had been raging for nearly three years. It was the most terrible, the most brutal and destructive conflict the world had ever known. Those who lived through the horror, civilians and fighters alike, called it the Great War or the World War, because it was waged worldwide, involving countries and colonies on every continent. Yet few could imagine that it would become the First World War, prelude to the more hideous Second World War, which would start within a generation. For the most part, the First World War was a struggle for supremacy in Europe and for overseas colonies, pitting two alliances against each other. One alliance, known as the Central Powers, was led by the German Empire and included the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the Turkish (or Ottoman) Empire. Opposing them were the Allies: France, Belgium, the Russian Empire, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and India.

			
			Almost from the first shots, the war bogged down on the major European fronts. Advances in weaponry—repeating rifles, machine guns, quick-firing artillery, tanks, airplanes, flamethrowers, poison gas—forced the adversaries to dig lines of deep trenches, zigzagging for hundreds of miles, to avoid the hail of explosives and metal flying overhead. From then on, the war settled into a relentless slugging match, with neither side able to deliver the knockout blow. Battles lasted days, even months, ending with little to show but hundreds of thousands of casualties. On average, 6,000 fighting men were killed every day of the war; before it ended, in November 1918, more than 9.5 million had lost their lives. Millions more were gravely wounded, hideously disfigured, or psychologically crippled. Added to this carnage were the 10 million civilians dead of wounds, starvation, and disease directly related to the conflict.

			By early 1917, Germany had become desperate. Its leading generals and politicians realized that fighting on two fronts, against Russia and the Western Allies, must end in disaster. Their country simply lacked the manpower and material resources to wage war on such a gigantic scale for years on end. Unless things changed soon, Germany would have to yield, dooming the Central Powers. And so Berlin decided that its only hope lay in forcing Russia out of the war.

			Though Russian forces vastly outnumbered the enemy’s, they were poorly trained, clumsily led, and badly equipped. After many battles, Russian bodies lay so close together that one could walk on a carpet of flesh for hundreds of yards without setting foot on the ground. Russian morale—the will to fight—snapped. Frontline troops, seeing the war’s futility, clamored to go home. Some units mutinied, shot their officers, and fled the trenches. Even in elegant Petrograd, the national capital, residents grew desperate. Through mismanagement and corruption, the civilian economy had collapsed. Russia’s overworked railroad system broke down; a train might arrive days late, if it arrived at all. For lack of coal, people froze in their apartments, while necessities like food, medicine, and clothing ran short. To make matters worse, Czar Nicholas II, the reigning emperor, was an incompetent weakling, unfit to rule a nation in crisis. Ex-president Theodore Roosevelt thought him “a preposterous little creature” with an empty head and a backbone of jelly.2
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					Workers demonstrating in Petrograd. The banners read “Feed the children of the defenders of the Motherland” and “Increase payments to the soldiers’ families—defenders of freedom and world peace.” (1917)

				
			
			Starting in Petrograd, factory workers and the soldiers and sailors of the military garrison elected “soviets” (from the Russian for “councils”). The soviets demanded reforms, issued bulletins to keep citizens up to date, and organized massive street protests. Slow-moving rivers of humanity chanted, “Down with the czar!” “Down with the war!” and always “Bread! Bread!” It was too much for the emperor. Unable to cope with the growing disorder, in February 1917, Nicholas II abdicated, giving up the throne and ending the monarchy. People welcomed the news with outpourings of joy and “smiles on all faces.” The Provisional Government, led by Alexander Kerensky, a prominent lawyer and reformer, took over until national elections could be held for the Constituent Assembly to draw up a constitution. Meanwhile, the Provisional Government declared freedom of speech, press, and assembly and abolished the Okhrana, the czar’s dreaded secret police. To show his government’s good faith, Kerensky promised to keep Russia in the war on the Allied side, a move bound to anger the war-weary population.

			
			Germany’s own leaders decided on what we today call “regime change”—toppling a hostile foreign government and putting a more pliant one in its place. To that end, they planned to ignite a second, more radical Russian Revolution. If all went well, the Provisional Government’s successor would betray the Western Allies, taking Russia out of the war and allowing Germany to transfer masses of troops and equipment to the Western Front.
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					Vladimir Lenin. (c. 1920)

				
			
			Berlin turned to a stocky little man, bald as an egg, with a reddish mustache and goatee. Born in 1870 to an inspector of district schools and his wife, Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov, better known by the alias Lenin, led the Bolsheviks. The name means “majority party” in Russian, yet this tiny group of zealots was hardly that. But unlike the far larger political groups, the Bolsheviks were professional revolutionaries. Many, including Lenin, had never done a day’s work for pay, living off their families, contributions from supporters, or outright theft; as a young man, Joseph Stalin, who will play a key role in our story, ran a gang of bank robbers. Though educated as a lawyer, Lenin spent his time plotting to overthrow the czarist regime. Hunted by the Okhrana, he fled to Zurich, Switzerland, where he joined fellow exiles. For a decade, he and his wife, Nadezhda Krupskaya, a stolid, unsmiling woman, lived in a grimy tenement across from a slaughterhouse, awaiting a chance to return. They had no children. When the war began, Lenin called for Russia’s defeat, expecting military disasters to trigger the longed-for revolution.

			
			The powers that be in Berlin saw Lenin as a human wrecking ball. They promised to send him back to his homeland, provided he did his utmost to overthrow the Provisional Government and sue for peace on German terms. Thus, on April 8, 1917, the Bolshevik leader and thirty-one fellow exiles began an eight-day journey aboard a “sealed train,” actually a single engine and a single carriage, from Zurich to Petrograd. Writing about these events years later, the English statesman Winston Churchill said the Germans had “turned upon Russia the most grisly of all weapons”: they introduced a “plague bacillus,” Lenin, into Russia’s weakened body at precisely the moment it was most vulnerable.3

			Shortly before midnight on April 16, the exiles’ train steamed into Petrograd’s Finland Station. As it rolled to a stop, a crowd of well-wishers met Lenin with a bouquet of red roses, red banners, a brass band, and a giant searchlight that sent silvery beams streaking into the black sky. Greeters ushered the grim-faced Lenin into the “Czar’s Room,” the waiting area reserved for the imperial family. The Bolshevik chief stood on a chair and began to speak. Listeners recalled that his words, delivered in a harsh, gravelly voice, came “like a clap of thunder.” “Dear comrades, soldiers, sailors, and workers,” he said. “I am happy to…greet you as the vanguard of the worldwide proletarian army….The Russian revolution accomplished by you…has prepared the way and opened a new epoch. Long live the worldwide socialist revolution!”4

			Socialist revolution! To understand what Lenin meant by this, we must view him as a man possessed, a man captivated by the ideas of a dead German economist named Karl Marx (1818–1883). Co-author with his friend Friedrich Engels of The Communist Manifesto (1848) and author of Capital (1867), a book on economic theory, Marx was a radical socialist thinker whose works are still read, discussed, and debated.

			“Socialism” is not easy to define, because those who used the term often disagreed on its meaning. Hence, there were many varieties of socialism, which needn’t concern us. Despite their differences, however, socialists agreed on a basic principle: Selfishness is wrong. People should not think only of themselves, socialists insisted, prospering at the expense of others. Instead, they must put the interests of society ahead of those of any individual, family, group, or nation. Most socialist groups, such as the American Socialist Party, valued democracy and were committed to peaceful change; today they might be called “democratic socialists.” Rather than resorting to violent revolution, they wished to improve the lot of working people by establishing trade unions and free elections and putting government in control of the “commanding heights” of the economy. This meant running key sectors—manufacturing, energy, transportation, communications, banks—not for private profit, but to benefit society as a whole. These socialists further believed that people should own their own small businesses, provided that they treated their employees fairly, and that farmers should have their own land, so long as they did not have vast estates worked by poor peasants.
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					Painting by Mikhail G. Sokolov depicting Lenin speaking in favor of the revolution of October 1917. A young Joseph Stalin appears just behind him. (c. 1937)

				
			
			Karl Marx was the founder of Marxism, or communism (from the Latin communis, “held in common” or “belonging to all”). Unlike other forms of socialism, Marxism is a rigid ideology. We normally think of an ideology as a belief system that people accept as true, just, and useful. For example, the monotheistic religions—Judaism, Christianity, Islam—share the belief in one God and the moral principles flowing from that belief. In the United States, the dominant ideology since the days of the Founders has been freedom of thought, freedom of speech, free markets, free elections, and equality under the law. Yet “ideology” can mean a lot more. I use it to describe a system of ideas held as infallible science and thus as the key to understanding the “immutable laws” governing human affairs. In this sense, ideology makes seemingly unrelated facts fall into their proper place, like a thousand-piece jigsaw puzzle magically assembled in the blink of an eye. In doing so, it explains everything: all that has happened to humans in the past is happening today, and will inevitably happen in the future. Furthermore, an explain-all ideology dictates rules for the most basic and personal aspects of human existence: how to live, love, learn, labor, relate, read, create, relax, think, and believe. Ideologies are powerful mind shapers, inspiring true believers to sacrifice everything and everyone, including themselves, for the sake of their beliefs.

			
			Oddly, such people are motivated not by a desire to do evil, but by just the opposite. Russian novelist and historian Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn learned this through painful experience. He wrote: “To do evil, a human being must first of all believe that what he’s doing is good, or else that it’s a well-considered act in conformity with natural law….Ideology—that is what gives evildoing its long-sought justification and gives the evildoer the necessary steadfastness and determination. That is the social theory which helps to make his acts seem good instead of bad in his own and others’ eyes.” For the true believer, then, ideology can turn lying into an obligation, hatred into a virtue, and violence against “the Other” into a duty. Let’s call this the evil effects of good intentions.5

			The twentieth century saw the rise and fall of the two most oppressive—no, murderous—ideologies ever conceived. One, racism—which for centuries was used as a justification for slavery—is based on the lunatic idea that skin color and other physical traits determine a person’s or, for that matter, an entire people’s character and aptitudes. Thus, the most extreme form of racism, as preached by Adolf Hitler, portrayed the course of history as a savage struggle between “superior” and “inferior” races for world domination. To Hitler and his followers, the superior “Aryan” race, embodied in the purebred Germanic “superman,” had the right to conquer, enslave, and exterminate its “inferiors” as if they were vermin. During World War II, Hitler’s maniacal racism led to the Holocaust, a systematic effort to murder Europe’s Jews.

			
			By contrast, Marxist ideology explained nearly all human activity in economic terms. Through Marxism, a German Communist declared, “we know the fundamental answer to the riddle of the past, present, and future, for all nations and for all countries.” This is a heady notion, giving believers the conviction of their own virtue, infallibility, and destiny.6
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					Karl Marx. (1875)

				
			
			Marx despised capitalism, the system of privately owned businesses operated for profit. The economist held that businesspeople, called “capitalists” or “bourgeoisie,” would always oppress the “proletariat,” or wage earners. He believed that private property lay at the root of all evil, because desiring it bred greed and exploitation, tyranny and war. The solution was obvious—at least to him and Engels. “The theory of the Communists,” says The Communist Manifesto, “may be summed up in the single sentence: Abolition of private property.” To drive home the point, the authors told critics: “You reproach us with intending to do away with your property. Precisely so; that is what we intend.” Thus, they rejected the age-old Western idea that private ownership of property is a natural right, essential to human existence. As stated in the Declaration of Independence, the right to “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” is given to humanity by a loving God. It follows that every person may use their talents to earn, acquire, keep, sell, and give away the fruits of their labor as they see fit.7

			Marx and Engels thought capitalists would never be swayed by reason. Therefore, they concluded The Communist Manifesto with a promise and a threat: “The Communists…openly declare that their ends can be attained only by the forcible overthrow of all existing social conditions.” They predicted that the old order, if dedicated men and women struggled against it, would give way to the “dictatorship of the proletariat”—that is, the rule of the working class. Under the dictatorship, progress would logically come in two stages. At the outset, the victors would impose socialism, which, as we’ve seen, originally meant turning products and services into community property to be used for the common good. But according to Marxists, achieving socialism was merely a way station, a stage the new society would have to pass through to reach the second and final stage of development: communism. Under communism, workers would not receive wages but rather would get whatever they needed according to the maxim “From each according to his ability, to each according to his need.” Since Marxists believed history was merely the record of injustice driven by greed, it followed that the advent of communism would signal the end of history. Heaven would descend to earth and humanity would enjoy everlasting peace and joy, harmony and prosperity.8

			
			That was not to be, for the Marxist dream was just that—a dream. And with the victory of Lenin’s Bolsheviks, it became a nightmare for millions of innocent people. Russia, a nation spanning one-sixth of the world’s landmass and eleven time zones, was renamed the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR)—Soviet Union for short. The USSR’s red flag—representing revolution, with its crossed hammer and sickle standing for the unity of industrial workers and peasants under communism—became the national symbol. The Bolshevik Party became the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Though Petrograd was renamed Leningrad (today’s St. Petersburg) in Lenin’s honor, the nation’s capital was moved to Moscow. From within the walls of the Kremlin (Russian for “fortress”), Lenin set in motion a horrific chain of events that continues to influence our world.

			Though Lenin held human life cheap, blithely ordering executions, his successor, Joseph Stalin, was truly a monster, among the worst two or three humans who ever lived. Under Stalin’s rule, the USSR became what historian Ralph Raico called “the worst reeking charnel house of the whole awful twentieth century, worse even than the one [Hitler] created.” In time, the USSR aided and encouraged foreign Communists to seize power in Eastern Europe, China, Mongolia, North Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Afghanistan, and Cuba. This expansion came at an estimated cost of one hundred million lives, taken by man-made famines, wars, terror from secret police, torture, mass executions, wholesale deportations, and forced labor under inhumane conditions.9

			
			The effects of the Bolshevik triumph would impact the United States as no foreign force since colonial times had done. Soviet leaders were determined to break “the backbone of the capitalist beast,” as they called the world’s leading industrial nation. To achieve that end, they hoped to transform their own country, economically backward in 1917, into a dynamic industrial and military titan capable of shaping global events. At the same time, they sought to undermine their enemy from within, by means of the Communist Party of the United States of America (CPUSA). We cannot, therefore, understand the Party apart from the development of the Soviet dictatorship from which it took its ideas, its marching orders, and much of its funding. While the CPUSA never came close to succeeding, it aimed at sowing strife and division at every level of society. Even so, its activities were not altogether negative. In attempting to further Moscow’s aims, the Party also championed causes worthy in themselves, notably aiding the unemployed, instituting Social Security, organizing workers, and protesting racial injustice.

			For most of the twentieth century, the CPUSA had an impact on American life far out of proportion to its size. On balance, “the Communist menace,” real or imagined, fostered a climate of fear and, occasionally, hysteria. People will do terrible things to avoid being ruled by those they believe hate them and mean them harm. America’s time of fear saw two “Red Scares”: the first was the Great Red Scare of 1919; the second was spawned by the Cold War—anxiety over the prospect of nuclear annihilation—and panic over Soviet spies in American government and industry. In response to the Great Red Scare, Congress created what became the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) under the fanatical anti-Communist sleuth J. Edgar Hoover. The Second Red Scare saw bodies such as the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) hold countless hearings, documented word for word in millions of pages of transcripts and congressional reports. These contain grim accounts of witnesses badgered to “name names” of fellow Communists or face crippling fines, long jail terms, and loss of livelihood. It was a time of “blacklists” and purges of the “disloyal” from government, education, radio, television, theater, and Hollywood’s film industry. The pursuit of those responsible for stealing the “secret” of the atomic bomb led to the execution of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg—he a genuine Soviet spy; she convicted on tainted evidence. In the meantime, the name Joseph R. McCarthy became a byword for character assassination and abuse of civil liberties, as un-American as the alleged crimes the senator investigated.

			
			The issues raised during America’s time of fear remain with us. In an age of terrorism, when suicidal fanatics crash jetliners into New York’s World Trade Center and blow themselves up amid crowds of peaceful shoppers in Middle Eastern cities, we still grapple with the same questions. How can we balance safety with the rights cherished by a free society? Are there limits to these rights in the face of clear dangers? If so, what are those limits? If there are no limits, do we risk more in the long run, gaining a tenuous feeling of safety at the expense of violating the core principles upon which our nation was founded?
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			FRIGHTENED VICTORS

			
				The people are shivering in their boots over Bolshevism, and they are far more scared of Lenin than they ever were of the Kaiser [German emperor]. We seem to be the most frightened victors that the world ever saw.

				—Walter Lippmann, American journalist (1919)

			

			
				RED OCTOBER

				Lenin bided his time. After arriving in Petrograd, he planned and plotted, aided by German money equal to $1 billion in today’s dollars. Secret German funding was critical, enabling the Bolsheviks to buy a printing plant, publish newspapers, turn out protest signs reading “The Germans Are Our Brothers,” and pay agitators to undermine morale in the army. “Lenin’s entry into Russia successful,” noted a German army intelligence report. “He is working exactly as we would wish.”1

				In October 1917—“Red October”—Lenin gave the word. Bands of armed Bolsheviks called Red Guards, joined by radicalized soldiers, sailors, and workers from the soviets, swung into action. In a series of swift moves, they stormed government buildings, taking control of the capital. But instead of allowing free elections, as millions had hoped, the Bolsheviks began to reshape Russian society. Ruthlessly tearing the economy from private hands, they ordered businesses and factories, buildings and land, seized and declared public property. Depositors could only withdraw a small amount from their bank accounts each month; safe-deposit boxes were broken open and valuables confiscated for “the people’s use.” An edict forbade hiring anyone for wages, because employing others in order to profit from their labor was deemed “class exploitation.” Private trade, even for small-scale shopkeepers, was abolished.

				
				To feed the newly created Red Army, “food brigades,” teams of activists sent from the cities, forced peasants to turn over much, and in many cases all, of their crops. Infuriated peasants reacted by cutting open food thieves’ bellies and filling them with grain as a sign of contempt. The Red Army retaliated, smothering rebels hiding in forests, including women and children, with poison gas.

				
					
						[image: ]
					

					
						A Red Guard unit, machine guns and all. (1917)

					
				
				For Lenin, there was no such thing as an honest difference of opinion. He was an aggressively intolerant man, whose nature didn’t allow him to suffer “idiots.” The Bolshevik leader, an aide noted, “didn’t give a damn for the opinions of others.” He saw no reason to, for Marxism was his absolute truth, beyond question or criticism; anyone who disagreed was by definition not only wrong, but evil. Lenin saw such people as scarcely human. To him, they were “slime and filth,” “blockheads,” “bastards,” “prostitutes,” “dirty scum,” “shits,” “cretins,” “Russian fools,” “windbags,” “stupid hens,” and “silly old maids.” They deserved a bullet in the head, not the give-and-take of reasoned debate. Bullets were very useful things, in Lenin’s view. He’d ask, in all sincerity, “How can you make a revolution without firing squads?” By its very nature, Bolshevik-style revolution meant unbridled violence.2

				
				Lenin and his followers rejected traditional values and moral norms. For the vast majority of Europeans and Americans, these derived from the Ten Commandments and the Golden Rule, which tell us to act toward others as we would have them act toward us. Bolsheviks denounced these principles as “putrid” and silly. “Is there such a thing as communist morality?” Lenin asked a youth group. “Of course, there is….Our morality stems from the interests of the class struggle of the proletariat….We say: morality is what serves to destroy the old exploiting society and to unite all the working people around the proletariat, which is building up a new, communist society….Communist morality is that which serves this struggle and unites the working people against all exploitation, against all petty private property.” In practical terms, this meant that nothing was out of bounds, nothing innately immoral, if it served the Cause. Lenin explained: “We must be ready to employ trickery, deceit, law-breaking and concealing truth. We can and must write in a language which sows among the masses hate, revulsion, scorn and the like, toward those who disagree with us.” In short, Lenin held that the end justified the means—any means, including the murder of whole categories of human beings labeled “class enemies” and “counterrevolutionaries.”3

				Lenin further argued that Bolsheviks must always be “politically correct,” an expression he used and may actually have invented. Nowadays, political incorrectness refers to language deemed offensive to others, often about race and gender. For Lenin’s followers, however, political correctness meant that any position the Communist Party of the Soviet Union took was valid, because its ideology made it infallible. Yet a position could be instantly reversed, and without the slightest misgiving. For example, Lenin said that the politically correct way was not for the courts to put checks on violence, “but to substantiate it and legitimize it in principle,” because “Marxists judge the results, not the methods.” On the other hand, being “politically incorrect” meant believing or doing anything that harmed Soviet interests.4

				
				Though trained as a lawyer, Lenin, as a Marxist revolutionary, rejected any notion of “Equal Justice Under the Law,” the motto engraved on the front of the United States Supreme Court building in Washington, DC. In fact, he scorned the very idea of the rule of law. As understood in democracies, well-defined and enforceable laws protect citizens from government overreach, from officials driven by greed, passion, stupidity, and bigotry. Lenin, however, defined the dictatorship of the proletariat as “unrestrained, lawless power, based on force in the simplest sense of the word. It is nothing other than power totally unlimited by laws, absolutely unrestrained by regulations and based directly on the use of force.” We cannot say it too often: Bolsheviks deemed any action in the service of their ideology moral, regardless of the human costs.5
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						Various images from the Russian Civil War. Note Leon Trotsky at bottom left. (c. 1920)

					
				
				People from all walks of life, especially army officers still loyal to the former czar, rebelled against the new rulers. In the civil war that followed Red October (late 1917 to early 1922), a loose alliance of anti-Bolshevik forces known as the “Whites,” aided by Great Britain and the United States, fought the Bolsheviks, or the “Reds.” Both sides were merciless toward foes. The Bolsheviks, officially and stridently, unleashed the Red Terror. We must note that terrorism and terror are not the same. Terrorism is the weapon of the angry and weak against a stronger foe they have no chance of defeating in open battle. Its methods include assassination, hostage taking, and bombing specific targets.

				
				Terror, however, is very different. It is government by fear—an organized system of violence by the state to create a climate of insecurity. In Russia, the Bolsheviks turned to terror, not democracy, to enable them to control the majority who yearned only for “peace, land, and bread.” The aim of the Red Terror was to crush any and all opposition. Grigory Zinoviev, one of Lenin’s favorite henchmen, excluded whole categories of the population from humanity. “We must,” he said with all the conviction of the fanatic, “carry with us 90 million out of the 100 million of Soviet Russia’s inhabitants. As for the rest, we have nothing to say to them. They must be annihilated.” Yet Zinoviev was merely echoing his leader. In the infamous “Hanging Order,” Lenin instructed Bolsheviks to “choke and strangle” hostages “in such a way that people for hundreds of miles around will see, tremble, know and scream out.” In effect, snuffing out millions of human lives meant nothing when it came to gaining and securing Bolshevik power.6

				The instrument of the Red Terror was the Cheka (a Russian acronym for the All-Russian Extraordinary Commission for Combating Counterrevolution and Sabotage). “Chekists” believed that their superior virtue and lofty intentions gave them license to kill with a clear conscience. For Chekists, their victims were not beings with God-given rights, but obstacles to progress. “Our humanity,” declared their magazine, The Red Sword, “is absolute because it rests on a new ideal. To us, everything is permitted, for we are the first to raise the sword not to oppress races and reduce them to slavery, but to liberate humanity from its shackles….Blood? Let blood flow like water!…For only through the death of the old world can we liberate ourselves.”7

				Lenin charged the Cheka with enforcing “revolutionary legality”—in reality, absolute lawlessness. Those who fell into the Cheka’s hands were to be judged according to their social class. Cheka chief Martin Latsis ordered his men “not to look for evidence as proof that the accused has acted or spoken against the Soviets. First you must ask him to what class he belongs, what his social origin is, his education and profession. These are the questions that must determine the fate of the accused. That is the meaning of the Red Terror.” The head of the Soviet court system, Nikolai Krylenko, added: “We must execute not only the guilty. Execution of the innocent will impress the masses even more.”8

				
				Even under the most oppressive czars, such as Ivan the Terrible (who ruled from 1547 to 1584), Russia had never seen state killing on such a scale. Whereas the oppressive czars executed 6,321 people for capital crimes, primarily murder and treason, between 1825 and 1917, the Cheka shot some 15,000 “class enemies” and “counterrevolutionaries” in just a two-month period in 1918. The Red Terror also claimed the imperial family. On Lenin’s orders, in July, Czar Nicholas II, his wife, his son, his four daughters, and four of his servants were shot. In the gruesome aftermath, their bodies were dismembered, ignited with gasoline, the larger bones dissolved in sulfuric acid, and the remainder thrown down an abandoned mine shaft.9

				Calling themselves “engineers of the human soul,” Bolsheviks believed they had the right to shape the minds and mold the lives of millions of ordinary people—people they had never met and knew nothing about. The word “spirit” did not exist in their vocabulary. As Karl Marx, their prophet, taught, humanity’s spiritual aspect was a myth, and therefore so was religion. Marx reviled religion as “the opium of the people,” because it supposedly dulled their wits, making them incapable of resisting injustice.

				Lenin thought religion “the most dangerous baseness, the most vile infection…a poison which is as sweet as sugar-candy…but truly sickening.” Guided by this belief, the Bolsheviks launched an all-out war on organized religion. They began by seizing all the lands and buildings of the Russian Orthodox Church, until then the official state church, and removing all schools from its control. This was followed by unspeakable atrocities committed against priests, monks, and nuns. Tens of thousands were shot, nailed to doors, thrown into cauldrons of boiling tar, scalped, buried alive, and drowned. Lenin relished these outrages, demanding to be informed “on a daily basis” how many priests had been killed. During the 1920s, Bolsheviks formed the League of the Militant Godless, a mass organization claiming 5.5 million members, to spread hatred of religion along with atheism, disbelief in the existence of God and his moral law.10

				
				The Bolshevik Revolution and Russian Civil War claimed the lives of an estimated thirteen million people—killed in battle, died of wounds, murdered by the Cheka, starved to death—and forced two million Russians into exile, an immense brain drain from which the USSR would suffer for decades. Among the exiles were some of the nation’s best minds: painters, dramatists, dancers, musicians, philosophers, linguists, scientists, mathematicians, and religious thinkers. In decades to come, these exiles and the young people they trained and inspired would enrich Western scholarship, culture, and spiritual life. Lenin, however, had only contempt for “those smart little intellectuals…who fancy themselves the nation’s brains. In point of fact, they are not the brains, but shit.”11

				Lenin and his followers believed that getting rid of these “former people” was but the first step in a grand and glorious design. Bolsheviks regarded humans as nothing special, merely aspects of nature, like water and rocks and lice. Purely material beings, as Lenin explained, humans had no innate dignity or aspirations, but only their five senses: sight, hearing, touch, smell, and taste. This made them merely “raw material,” malleable as wax, and therefore capable of being “processed” by the state. By changing the environment, Lenin declared, the Communist state could shape people according to Marxist principles. He said, “Man can be corrected. Man can be made what we want him to be.” Thus, communism promised to create a higher, healthier, happier type of humanity. Called Homo sovieticus—Latin for “Soviet man”—this new man would be a selfless creature who lived only to serve the community, content to be a cog in the wheel of a great machine, or a worker ant instinctively sacrificing for its colony. Bolsheviks had absolute faith in their ability and right to remake human nature. It was not up to ordinary, “flawed” human beings to decide their fate, but to their enlightened masters. If need be, said Lenin, “we will drive mankind to happiness by force!”12
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						Leon Trotsky, father of the Red Army. (c. 1924)

					
				
				Leon Trotsky, the father of the Red Army, was ecstatic at the thought of the paradise sure to emerge with the remaking of human nature. Guided by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU), Trotsky wrote, people everywhere would change physically and mentally, developing into beings more handsome, intelligent, and creative than had ever existed.

				
				Man at last will begin to harmonize himself in earnest….He will try to master first the semiconscious and then the subconscious processes of his own organism, such as breathing, the circulation of the blood, digestion, reproduction, and, within necessary limits, he will try to subordinate them to the control of reason and will….Man will make it his purpose to master his own feelings, to raise his instincts to the heights of consciousness, to make them transparent…and thereby to raise himself to a new plane, to create a higher social biologic type, or, if you please, a superman….Man will become immeasurably stronger, wiser and subtler; his body will become more harmonized, his movements more rhythmic, his voice more musical….The average human type will rise to the heights of…a Marx.13

				

				We note that there is no mention of freedom for the new man, not a word about one’s right to think one’s own thoughts, go one’s own way, and act according to one’s own desires. For Russia’s new masters did not think in terms of freedom for the individual. That sort of freedom, for them, was merely a “bourgeois prejudice,” incapable of bringing humanity to happiness. Only the dictatorship of the Communist elite could do that.

				Russia’s Communist rulers were determined not only to transform humanity in their own country, but to spread “the Revolution,” for them a sacred phrase uttered with awe. They meant, in Lenin’s words, to use the USSR as a springboard from which to “conquer the whole world.” Communism and capitalism were as fire and water; Lenin thought it inevitable that one would destroy the other. And the most advanced capitalist nation was the United States of America.14

			

			
				
				AMERICA GOES TO WAR

				The United States was partially responsible for the German decision to send Lenin back to Russia. When the war began in 1914, Great Britain, the world’s premier naval power, blockaded Germany, clearing the seas of its merchantmen; only German submarines, called U-boats (for Unterseeboot), were able to put to sea undetected. The blockade succeeded in cutting Germany off from the outside world; even supplies of food and medicine were kept from entering its ports. As a result, hunger and disease stalked the land, killing thousands of civilians each month, including young children. From time to time, the army itself, always short of rations, endured bouts of near starvation.

				Though German U-boats had targeted Allied shipping from the moment the war began, in February 1917 the high command declared “unrestricted submarine warfare.” This meant that any vessel, including merchantmen and passenger liners from neutral countries, found in the frigid waters surrounding the British Isles would be sunk without warning. When American vessels ignored the threat, claiming “freedom of the seas” for peaceful neutrals, the Germans acted. Almost certain death awaited those aboard a torpedoed ship. Even if the Germans had wanted to, they could not have rescued survivors; U-boats were tiny, with no room for anyone other than their crews. Those cast into the sea were left to their fate.
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						German submarines, called U-boats, were the only vessels capable of traveling undetected after Great Britain blockaded Germany. The text reads “Boats out!” (1917)

					
				
				
				The sinkings put America in a difficult position. President Woodrow Wilson, like the public at large, thought it a blessing that the Atlantic Ocean lay between his country and the Old World’s madness. The supposedly advanced nations, the New York Times declared, “have reverted to the condition of savage tribes roaming the forests and falling upon each other in a fury of blood and carnage to achieve the ambitious designs of chieftains clad in skins and drunk on mead.” Since Europe’s quarrels had no bearing on the American nation’s true interests, it seemed best to remain neutral “in fact as well as in name,” as Wilson advised.15

				Neutrality made sense. About a third of America’s 106 million citizens had been born in Europe, or had at least one close relative born there, so going to war seemed a bad idea. People of Irish and English, French and German, Italian and Austrian, Polish and Russian descent had grievances, carryovers from the old country, which might tear the nation apart if it took sides. Moreover, neutrality was immensely profitable. America stood ready to trade with anyone, including savage chieftains clad in skins. Its farm products, machinery, and war materials commanded high prices in Europe. All foreigners needed to do was to order what they wanted, pay, and send their ships to pick up the goods. But here was the rub: Germany believed America’s professed “neutrality” a fraud, designed to aid the Allies at its expense. When Berlin refused to halt the U-boat attacks, on April 6, 1917, ten days before Lenin’s arrival in Petrograd, a joint session of Congress granted President Wilson’s request for a declaration of war against Germany.

				Overnight, public opinion did an about-face. Overcome with patriotic zeal, millions who had sung the hit “I Didn’t Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier” changed their tune to “Over There”:

				
					Over there, over there,

					Send the word, send the word over there,

					That the Yanks are coming, the Yanks are coming….

					And we won’t come back till it’s over over there.16

				

				While the nation prepared to send soldiers overseas, it geared up to fight on the home front. As the French emperor Napoleon Bonaparte used to say, “An army marches on its stomach.” Mass armies require masses of everything from beans to bayonets, boots to bombs. These are produced by civilians working in factories and mines and on farms. But Napoleon also said, “You can do anything with bayonets, except sit on them.” By this he meant that governmental power, even in a dictatorship, has limits. To get the most out of people, they must believe in the nation’s cause and want to do their utmost for it.

				
				Getting them to believe was the job of propagandists. In America, the government sponsored a huge effort, employing every means of communication available at the time. Propagandists built their campaign to “sell” the war around two broad themes. The first theme appealed to idealism. Americans supposedly fought not for selfish ends, but for the highest ideals expressed in the slogans “The war to end all wars” and “The war to make the world safe for democracy.” The second theme was hatred rooted in a basic human emotion: fear. Atrocities are inevitable in war; every side commits them, to a greater or lesser degree. Each side, too, exaggerates enemy atrocities or makes them up. The Germans told wild tales of sadistic French troops gouging out prisoners’ eyes. London newspapers had front-page drawings of Germans shooting British nurses. Americans, too, portrayed the enemy as the embodiment of evil. Wherever you turned, you saw strikingly colored posters depicting Germans as ugly, drooling, ravenous beasts.
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						Bilingual edition of a Liberty Bond poster depicting Germans as ferocious beasts crucifying a captive Allied soldier. (1917)

					
				
				The war to make the world safe for democracy tested American democracy—a test it often failed. Though millions supported the war effort with dignity and decency, hatred infected millions of others. Viewed in hindsight, much of this reaction was absurd, as in renaming sauerkraut “liberty cabbage” or hamburger “Salisbury steak.” Colleges banned the teaching of German, “the language of beasts.” “Hundred percent” Americans broke the windows of shops owned by those with German-sounding names. The Reverend Billy Sunday ignored the biblical command to love your enemy. The famous evangelist opened prayer meetings by damning Germany as “one of the most infamous, vile, greedy, avaricious, bloodthirsty, sensual and vicious nations…a great pack of wolfish Huns whose fangs drip with blood and gore!” God’s people, the American people, he thundered, were in a holy war against the “devil’s hordes,” “the dirty Germans,” “that bloodthirsty bunch of thugs.”17
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						Billy Sunday. (c. 1908)

					
				
				Meanwhile, on March 3, 1918, after intense negotiations, the Bolsheviks made peace with Germany, taking Russia out of the war. By train and truck, on bicycle and on foot, German troops streamed westward, toward the trenches in France. It was a race against time; they had to break through before America could fully join the fight. On March 21, the Germans launched a massive offensive aimed at encircling the French and British armies. Yet it was too little, too late. With 250,000 American “doughboys” landing in France each month, the Allies quickly replaced their losses, while German strength steadily ebbed. Outnumbered and outgunned, the invaders began evacuating sectors of the front they’d held since the start of the war. The end came quickly. With his armies in retreat, Kaiser Wilhelm II fled to neutral Holland. Overnight, Germany became a republic. On November 11, 1918, the new government accepted Allied cease-fire terms. The war was over.18

			

			
				THE GREAT RED SCARE

				As the war reached its climax, Lenin set about spreading communism beyond Russia’s borders. Acting on his orders, agents incited uprisings in defeated Germany and Hungary. “Do you think America is immune?” he asked an American journalist. This was no empty threat. By December 1918, his “Letter to American Workers” was circulating in the United States. In it, Lenin urged workers to rebel against their capitalist masters, a gang of “vultures,” “scoundrels,” “sharks,” and “modern slave-owners,” whose every dollar was “sullied with filth” and “stained with blood.” And as in Russia, the Bolshevik leader said, these loathsome beings would never go away quietly, but would have to be killed in a “necessary and legitimate” reign of terror.19

				
				Inspired by Lenin’s appeal, radical members of the American Socialist Party broke away and formed two factions that eventually united to form the Communist Party of the United States of America (CPUSA). Crying “The people’s hour has arrived,” the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), a trade union organization that recruited unskilled workers, joined the Party. A song captured their mood:

				
					All hail to the Bolsheviks!

					We will fight for our class and be free.

					If you don’t like the red flag of Russia,

					If you don’t like the spirit so true,

					Then just be like the cur in the story

					And lick the hand that’s robbing you.20

				

				At the same time, exaggerated reports of Soviet atrocities filled the American press. In grisly detail, they told of electrified guillotines that lopped off heads at assembly-line speeds of five hundred heads per hour and of how the Chekists declared women “national property,” turning them into state-owned prostitutes. Yet the reality was awful enough. There already existed confirmed accounts of Red Guards tossing captives into furnaces, drowning them en masse in ice-filled rivers, and skinning them alive. Whether true or false, atrocity stories resonated with millions of Americans already inflamed by propaganda against the “Bloody German Beast.”21

				It was easy to shift the focus from the hate-Germany campaign to the hate-the-Bloody-Bolshevik-Beast theme. Early in 1919, a committee of the U.S. Senate issued a 1,200-page report, with photos, detailing real atrocities. One witness, a noted pre-1918 Russian reformer named Yekaterina Breshkovskaya, had narrowly escaped from the Cheka. “I have been a socialist for fifty years, and I wished to get my people free,” she told the senators. “And the Bolsheviks are now saying, ‘We must destroy, and destroy, and destroy.’ Everywhere where the Bolsheviks are…they destroyed not only our factories and our mills, and not only our schools, but they destroyed, they killed, all the intelligent people, the best professors, the best professional men, the best men we had in Russia. We have no freedom in Russia.”22

				
				Lenin’s “Letter to American Workers” (August 20, 1918), backing mass terror reports of Bolshevik atrocities and threats by Communist agitators, raised anxiety to a fever pitch. Maximilian Cohen, a founder of the CPUSA, took his cue from Lenin. Cohen, a dentist, told a New York State investigating committee in no uncertain terms: “Social revolution means the overthrow of the existing system. We all know enough to know that no ruling class will give up power without a fight. We tell you frankly that what we aim for is the overthrow of your government. That is the principle of all revolutionary organizations. We are carrying out revolutionary propaganda in this country, and we mean the overthrow of the United States government.” Such statements became kindling for the Great Red Scare, an extension of wartime hate-Germany propaganda stoked by fear of those who would destroy “the American way of life.”23

				Nevertheless, the Party’s bark was worse than its bite. Though its activists preached revolution, they lacked the means to turn words into deeds. America was not Russia. In 1919, the CPUSA had fewer than 10,000 members, hardly a serious threat to a nation of nearly 105 million spread over a vast continent, with a strong central government enjoying the loyalty of the overwhelming majority of its citizens. Though Communists used menacing words, they had no armed civilian units like the Petrograd soviets, no supporters in a defeated army, and no leaders of the caliber of Lenin and Trotsky; Joseph Stalin was practically unknown at this time, even among Bolsheviks. To understand why so many Americans panicked over the “Red Menace,” we must look elsewhere.24

				The nation’s entry into the war created a severe labor shortage. While industry struggled to meet rising demands for military supplies by hiring women and African Americans who’d left the South in search of factory jobs, the shortage continued; there never seemed to be enough hands to do all that needed doing. This put union leaders in a strong position—but to show their patriotism, they took no-strike pledges in return for modest pay raises. Yet wars are expensive, and to pay for this one, the federal government raised taxes and borrowed from the public by selling Liberty Bonds. Despite these measures, it had to finance much of the war’s cost by printing huge amounts of paper money. The result was inflation, in which rising prices on common items led to a fall in the dollar’s buying power, wiping out any wage gains. Food prices soared, nearly doubling between 1917 and 1919, and clothing became expensive as the War Department bought trainloads of cloth for uniforms and leather for boots.

				
				The war ended before plans could be made for shifting to a peacetime economy. Practically overnight, a worker shortage became a worker surplus as contracts for war materials were canceled and more than three million jobs vanished. At the same time, returning veterans, expecting to step into their old jobs, found themselves out in the cold. Meanwhile, peace released the unions from their no-strike pledges. Most of their leaders were practical men, not revolutionaries, who sought to protect those who still had jobs. Their demands seemed reasonable to them: wage increases to catch up with inflation, shorter hours, and collective bargaining, the right of a union to negotiate with employers on behalf of its members.

				Business tycoons like Elbert H. Gary, for whom the city of Gary, Indiana, was named, would have none of this. Known as “Judge Gary” for his eight-year tenure as a county judge, he was chairman of the United States Steel Corporation, the industry’s giant. In his steel mills, the typical workweek was sixty hours; some crews had to work eighteen-hour shifts for six days straight. In seeking absolute control of the workplace, Gary urged fellow industrialists to smash the unions. Encouraged by his tough stand, employers began firing union members and hiring goons to beat up union organizers. Paid snitches called “labor spies” roamed factories and stores, reporting anyone who dared speak of workers’ rights. Offenders were fired on the spot.

				These aggressive moves goaded unions into action. In 1919, more than 3,600 strikes involving 4 million workers, or a quarter of the labor force, swept the nation. The biggest, most bitter strikes made headlines. In Seattle, 60,000 workers from 110 unions, many wearing red bandannas, struck, paralyzing the city for a week. Another action shut down half the nation’s steel industry for nearly four months, forcing factories that used steel to close their gates. The White House called the steel strike “a crime against civilization.” In Gary, the U.S. Army took over and ruled by martial law, threatening to shoot anyone found on the streets after sundown. A strike by 349,000 coal miners crippled rail service and cut off the nation’s main source of fuel.25

				
				These strikes backfired on the unions. Operating individually or through their manufacturer and trade associations, employers followed two lines of attack. First, they used aggressive measures against the unions. Shotgun-toting guards, among them ex-soldiers hungry for a paycheck, escorted those willing to work across picket lines. If a strike
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