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Haiku#102

Like a garden rose

Beauty has no mark or score

Indescribable

About The Author

Martin Hare is a game theorist and programmer based in Leeds, West Yorkshire (UK). Martin enjoys writing and has a keen interest in the natural world.

Before considering becoming an author he was working as a screen-writer and producer; he then began to write poetry and science fiction in 2019. His recent work includes the short movie “Hope” which was released for competition in 2021. He has also completed the books "Inspired by Nature" and “Inspired by Art” which are now available. He hopes to complete two further books "Inspired by the lens" next year, and then finally “Inspired by the past, present and future” to most likely complete the series. There are also several novels on the way in the next couple of years and a couple of children’s books too.

He was also one of the most viewed users in the “Lettrs” writers application, writing under two names, with a view count of over 1 million that he amassed before the sites closure.
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About The Photographer

Bernadette Felice is a freelance photographer and artist/craftswoman based mostly in Malta.

Her photographs are generally linked with nature and she concentrates primarily on plant life.

Bernadette is a fine proof reader and editor of books too; she will be working on the up and coming projects of “Inspired by the Lens” and “Inspired by past, present and future”.
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Foreword by Bernadette Felice

I first witnessed Martin’s poetry while chatting online and his inclusion of poems here and there to express his deeper thoughts. His poems are so original and usually with a deep and hidden meaning that one would appreciate the work even more if read more than once and look for the ‘in between the lines’ messages.

I truly feel privileged to not only be immersed in his poetry but to be the inspiration to some of his poems especially within this same collection.  He has encouraged and taught me a way how to express my own creativity in a world where we are so lost and immersed in many superficial and meaningless objects and things around us lacking imagination and inspiration.

Martin is one of the smartest people I have ever met and has uniqueness around him that one can get a feeling of throughout his work. I love and respect him for the beautiful individual he is especially in a world of ambiguity, he was my inspiration to help me ground myself and be closer to the natural world and pay attention to what really matters in life.

Any lover of poems and literature will absolutely love this book and the collection not only for the originality but for the way the poet himself expresses in words his beautiful mind.
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Haiku#89

A sheltered flower

Not noticed by anyone

It will surely bloom 
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Preface
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At the start of 2019, after writing several poems about love and other topics, I started to put together my favourite poems. I knew one day I could marry up my poems with some art or with photographs to produce something magical.

During the unusual and often isolating times of the “lockdown” of 2020 and 2021, I developed my poems and added feelings of isolation and loneliness into them. But it wasn’t until a chance on-line meeting with Bernadette did things taking a dramatic move forward. We chatted as friends and then met as friends later in the same year. I never imagined that we would be anything more than online friends as we lived 2000 miles apart.......However.....We became more than friends, she became my inspiration and my drive and so much more.

When life was surreal and inadequate, my poems were instrumental in inspiring this book and helping me deal with life. My poems are a snap shot of my feelings as I make my way through love and everyday life. 

It was blind luck finding the love of my life, Bernadette. But this luck was fundamental in moving the project in a massive leap forward with the balanced work of a photographer and a poet. 
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Haiku#110

I roam the fields

I disturb the flower heads

I seek perfection
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Bernadette creates photographs that are captivating and are both imaginative and thoughtful. I love words that are bounded with imagery and together, through vision, words and talent, we’ve endeavoured to compose beauty from love and vice versa.

Bernadette and I share a passion for nature, and the flowers within these photographs, each following our own path to capture the essence of love though imagery and poetry, coming together to create a book that is entirely complimentary. When I started this project some 6 months ago it marked the end of the creation of my previous two books, Inspired by Nature and Inspired by Art.

Bernadette and I wanted this book to be a true experience for the reader; I especially wanted them to feel my journey for true love and for Bernadette to understand my love for her.

Inspired By Love is a collection of poems about the search and the feelings involved in the biggest quest of many of our lives. The photographs were chosen as flowers and love are given as appreciation for your partner.

I have included two poems regarding Covid, I have done this as for me Covid hit in a time when I started looking for love. It made it difficult to meet family and friends and even more difficult to conduct a relationship. I wrote several poems about Covid from February 2020 which became the concept for the short movie “Hope.” These poems can be found before Maltese Yellow at the back of the book.

It was so fortunate for me to find someone perfect for me, someone who understands me as I do them and someone who cares for me as I do for them. Through Brexit problems, Covid, distance and a war in Europe we are making it work.

The literature consists of a mixture of Japanese Haikus, traditional poems and rhymes. Bernadette Felice provides the photographs throughout and the poems are all written by me, Martin Hare.

This book that we have created I dedicate it and give it to my future and present, Bernadette.

This book shows my thoughts and struggles to find my true love...........I found it.

I love you.
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Love's Progression

Forever

Connected By The Words

Words

Haiku#88

Dream Loving – Lines Of A Story

When The Dust Settles

Just A Glimpse

Internet Dating

Why Am I Drawn To Her?

Haiku#224
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Doors

I

Haiku#62

Instantaneous

Darkness

It Snowed Today

Haiku#123

The Quiet Town

Infinity

Stationary

The Best the Man Can Get

Bedside Manner
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The “Virtual” Stranger

Probabilities

Do You Remember?

Self Aware

Silenced

Stationary Tears

My Forever

Vignettes

Duvet Cocoon

Internet Spacing

Over Thinking
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Actions

The Essence

Complete

10 Days To Go

Haiku#155

We And Us

Strike A Prose

Life With You

Flight

Haiku#67

The Passing Of The Days
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Loneliness

Log Dance

Haiku #365

Short And Sweet

Haiku#197

The Tag Team

You Are Just Lovely

Beauty

Never Blue

Haiku#28

Haiku#77

The Lonely mile

Hope

Maltese Yellow
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Forever

We close our eyes but we still see

We are surrounded by our thoughts and collective essence

Even when we don't touch our love warms one another

When we part we are still together

This is our forever
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Connected By The Words

It doesn't matter that I don't know what you really look like

It doesn't matter that we may never meet

It doesn't matter we are miles apart

It doesn't matter that when I look outside it is day when you are in the dark

Nothing else matters because we are connected by the words
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Words

My words are trapped inside an ivory tower

They are oblivious as they blissfully bounce around

The words part waves cracking on often silent walls

Changing form as they dissipate

Then gone, only silence ensues
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Haiku#88

Leave it or pick it

Admire it from afar

Remember always
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Dream Loving - Lines Of A Story

I woke up from a vivid dream

Images of her were so embedded within my conscious

Her perfection imposed in front of the Eiffel Tower

A beacon of striking reality that stood out and cemented my thoughts

Her slowly flowing red dress on, a perfect vision I had of her

I knew this lady, but I didn't deserve her, no one did

I walked to her, I felt butterflies within

I reached out my hand and she held it with a loving touch

As we walked through the park I felt a sense of fulfilment

I knew there was no place in the world that could make this instance better

We turned and faced, I had to kiss her, right there right then

It was as if the whole universe stopped time for us

Because in the complexities of the cosmic dance we were all that mattered

Our lips met....

That's when I woke up, Paris was gone

But as I turned in bed; I saw her, she was there! 

My life had her in it

She turned and beckoned me to embrace her

Delight...

But then I woke up a second time, a dream in a dream....

Only work beckoned

Slowly with coffee in hand I left the house

Dedicated to the love I may never know

To the person who is out there

That one person whom needs me as much as I need her

"Forget Paris”.....I'm in Leeds
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When The Dust Settles

The butterfly's dust will eventually settle

Distributed on the ground and dispersed on a single petal

It will be washed away by the coming rain

Who or what will wash away my pain?
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Just A Glimpse

My poetry is a snap shot

Imprinted like a photograph

It captures the moment

In words, not pictures

A feeling captured for a lifetime

[image: C:\Users\follo\OneDrive\Desktop\New folder\PXL_20220305_121625433.PORTRAIT.jpg]

Internet Dating

I'm putting my trust in another lady

She only texts, maybe to hide the sound of a baby

I am hoping she will be my one true love

Then stay together as if I were a turtle dove

What this, my word... I say

Have I got a credit card to pay!

There's an hour
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