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  Last, but first in my heart, my beloved 13-year-old feline companion Molly died during the final busy weeks of the last update in 2013. I still miss her “help” very much, particularly on deadline days.


  Southwestern New Mexico


  
    This rugged region of the state is often referred to as Old West Country. Its wild-and-woolly past echoes in the remains of ghost towns, in museums, and in the memories of many old-timers. Mining and ranching have traditionally dominated the landscape and have given residents their fiercely independent nature.


    This is also the only region in New Mexico that borders a foreign country—our state’s namesake to the south, Mexico. In southwestern New Mexico you’ll find the 558,014-acre Gila Wilderness, the nation’s first designated wilderness area, set aside in 1924, as well as New Mexico’s largest lake, Elephant Butte Reservoir, near Truth or Consequences. And on a more somber note, this region was the site of the world’s first nuclear bomb explosion, near White Sands National Monument.


    Gila Wilderness is part of Gila National Forest, which spans much of Grant and Catron Counties. This region is New Mexico’s birders’ paradise. Some 400 bird species arrive seasonally or make their home here year-round, most popular among them 17 species of migratory hummingbirds, which arrive in the early spring from their wintering grounds in Mexico and fascinate both old and young alike. Hummingbird watching is immensely pleasurable and a mainstay for several birder-friendly bed-and-breakfasts in the Silver City area.

  


  
    SOUTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO
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  Socorro County


  As you approach the Very Large Array (VLA) from Socorro, 50 miles to the east on US 60, you’ll start to see a pattern of massive white dishlike objects interrupting the grassy plains of the horizon. As you get closer, the picture focuses a bit—“Looks like rows of huge sci-fi ray guns aimed at distant otherworldly enemies,” you muse. But at this point, little do you know that the Plains of San Agustin are alive with the sounds of outer space.


  You can’t get more basic or accurate in the naming business than whoever came up with the name of this oft-photographed, high-tech haven.


  The Very Large Array is a very big deal. Really. The VLA is an astronomical observatory used to study not only our solar system but also distant galaxies at the edge of the universe. Consisting of 27 dish-shaped antennas, each 82 feet in diameter, that are connected to form a single radio telescope, the VLA is the most powerful of its kind in the world. Astronomers from all over the world come here to study the universe. (The acclaimed sci-fi blockbuster Contact, starring Jodie Foster, was filmed here.)


  In the unstaffed visitor center, a 20-minute video, produced in 2013 and narrated by Jodie Foster, orients you to the history of the VLA, after which you can check out displays in the museum dedicated to radio astronomy. Next take the walking-tour trails on the grounds of the VLA. One of the first stops is the “Whisper Gallery,” where two dishlike structures face each other about 50 feet apart. Have a friend stand at one while you stand at the other. By whispering into a small ball attached to the dish by a string, the two of you can communicate clearly. On a minute and simplified scale, the structure illustrates how the VLA works.


  
    
      newmexicotrivia

    


    
      Created in July 1850, Socorro County is New Mexico’s oldest county.

    

  


  To get to the VLA, drive about 50 miles west of Socorro on US 60, turn south onto Highway 52, then take a right onto Highway 66 to the visitor center; (575) 835-7000; vla.nrao.edu. It’s open daily from 8:30 a.m. to sunset; gift shop is open daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $6 for adults, $5 for seniors age 65 and over, age 17 and under are free. Forty-five-minute guided tours and family-friendly hands-on activities are offered the first Saturday of each month at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m. No reservations are required; just show up at the visitor center 15 minutes before each tour is due to start. The first Saturday tour event culminates in an evening of free guided night sky telescope viewing at the Etscorn Observatory at New Mexico Tech in Socorro. The evening event begins at dark and lasts two hours. In April and October, free admission and expanded first Saturday tours between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m., known as Open House Events, are offered to accommodate the larger number of visitors returning from touring the Trinity Site (see page 7) near Alamogordo.


  Near the center of Socorro County, in the small community of San Antonio (pop. 165), you’ll find not one, but two cafes serving up some of the best green chile cheeseburgers in New Mexico—chile burgers so good they both appear on New Mexico’s famed Green Chile Cheeseburger Trail.


  The Owl Bar & Cafe has been serving customers since 1945. It’s a hole-in-the-wall joint with a spit-and-sawdust local vibe and has long been known for its hot green chile cheeseburgers. The bar was opened during the Manhattan Project era by Frank and Dee Chavez in Dee’s family’s grocery store, which was saved from a fire that destroyed the town’s A. H. Hilton Mercantile Store in the early 1940s.


  New Mexicans traveling in these parts make a point to pass through San Antonio around lunchtime, just to get their daily chile fix at the cafe.


  Choose one of the many booths to get a good view of the old wooden bar that runs the length of the dining area, or, better yet, prop yourself on a barstool as a vantage point from which to count up all the “wise ones” that constitute the cafe’s owl-deco motif.


  The Owl Cafe is ¼ mile east of I-25 on US 380, near the intersection with Highway 1, about 10 miles south of Socorro; (505) 835-9946. It’s open daily, except Sunday, from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. (or 10 p.m., if they’re busy).


  The Buckhorn Tavern, also opened in the 1940s and now run by Bobby and Debby Olguin, third-generation owners, is located close by in an equally rustic building. It has its own claim to fame in the long-running New Mexico green chile cheeseburger wars. Competition ramped up in 2005, when GQ magazine voted its green chile cheeseburger no. 7 in GQ ’s “The 20 Hamburgers You Must Eat Before You Die.” Then, in 2009, chef Bobby Olguin, a larger-than-life character, competed with well-known chef Bobby Flay on his Throw-down with Bobby Flay show on the Food Network, with the results judged by a local chile expert.


  The Buckhorn Tavern is at 68 US 380 in San Antonio; (575) 835-4423; buckhornburgers.com. It’s open Mon through Fri from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sat from 11 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.


  San Antonio’s other claim to fame is as the birthplace of hotelier Conrad Hilton. It was in his father’s San Antonio hotel that Conrad began as a baggage carrier, only to end up starting one of the world’s largest luxury hotel chains years later.
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      Chile peppers are New Mexico’s top cash crop. New Mexico ranks first in the amount of chiles produced and acreage planted, double that of its nearest rival, California.

    

  


  You won’t find many owls at the nearby 57,331-acre Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge, but if you time your visit for late fall or winter, you’re sure to spot lots of migratory birds in this sanctuary along the Rio Grande. Bring plenty of film—and a telephoto lens if you have one—to join the ranks of international photographers who are drawn by the beauty of the bosque (bottomlands) and its birds.


  Established in 1939 as a “refuge and breeding grounds for migratory birds and other wildlife,” the refuge also provided winter habitat for greater sandhill cranes. In 1941 only 17 cranes visited the refuge, whereas their number is now as high as 17,000. A program to breed endangered whooping cranes took place at this refuge, but unfortunately was unsuccessful; whooping cranes have not been seen here for several years now.


  Staff at the visitor center can fill you in on what to expect on the driving or walking tour. The migratory patterns of different bird species are highlighted, and you can put your back against the wall, spread-eagle, in the “How Big Is Your Wingspan?” display to see how you measure up to the feathered ones. Then there’s the Birdcall Game, in which you listen to a recorded call and try to match it to a list of birds.


  The self-guided, 15-mile tour loop is available for driving, cycling, and walking and takes you through the birds’ habitat in the bosque. Here’s where, during peak winter migrations, you get a close view of snow geese, sandhill cranes, peregrine falcons, and bald eagles, along with 290 other bird species. Each year during the third weekend in November, the refuge hosts the Festival of the Cranes, which celebrates the wildlife of the Middle Rio Grande Valley and the return of the snow geese and cranes. The festival includes bird-related demonstrations as well as wildlife art exhibits and area tours.


  Bosque del Apache is 8 miles south of Highway 380 (at the Owl Cafe) on Highway 1; (575) 835-1828; fws.gov/refuge/bosque_del_apache. The daily admission fee is $5 per vehicle. Visitor center hours are weekdays from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and weekends from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The tour loop is open daily from one hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset.


  The mass ascensions and returns of flocks of birds in the skies over the bosque are famous, and a huge draw for both birders and photographers. To get there early, you’ll want to stay nearby. Casa Blanca Bed and Breakfast Guesthouse in San Antonio is less than 10 miles from Bosque del Apache. The 1880s Victorian country farmhouse is owned by innkeeper Phoebe Wood; assistant innkeeper Phil Norton was manager of Bosque del Apache from 1986 to 2000, so you are in good hands if you want to learn more about the bosque .


  Whether you’re into birds or not, a stay at Casa Blanca is a relaxing experience away from the noise of the city. During fall and winter, guests enjoy the warmth of a wood-burning stove in one of three guest rooms, all with private baths, named after birds. When it’s warmer, you can avail yourself of the rural serenity of Casa Blanca’s large veranda, which surrounds the front of the home. In addition, the bed-and-breakfast has two sitting areas, one with a piano, and a large selection of books and board games.


  Casa Blanca is located at 13 Montoya St. in San Antonio (575-835-3027; casablancabedandbreakfast.com), a couple of blocks from the Owl Cafe. Rates range from $90 to $110, double occupancy. Pets are negotiable. The inn is closed Apr through Sept.


  
    FAVORITE ATTRACTIONS/EVENTS IN SOUTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO

  


  
    Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge


    Socorro County

    (575) 835-1828

    fws.gov/refuge/bosque_del_apache


    

    Catwalk National Recreation Trail


    near Glenwood

    (575) 539-2481 (Glenwood Ranger District office)

    fs.usda.gov


    

    Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument


    north of Silver City

    (575) 536-9461

    nps.gov/gicl


    

    Very Large Array


    Socorro County

    (575) 835-7000

    vla.nrao.edu


    

    EVENTS


    Great American Duck Race


    August, Deming

    (575) 544-0469

    demingduckrace.com


    

    Hatch Chile Festival


    Labor Day weekend, Hatch

    (575) 267-1095

    hatchchilefest.com


    

    Pie Festival


    September, Pie Town, west of Very Large Array on US 60

    (575) 772-2711

    pietownfestival.com


    

    Festival of the Cranes


    November, Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge

    (575) 835-1828

    friendsofthebosque.org/crane


    
  


  One of the least accessible and most eerie places in New Mexico is open to the public only twice a year. Trinity Site, ground zero to the world’s first nuclear explosion, is located in a remote part of the usually off-limits White Sands Missile Range, deep in southeastern Socorro County. Following more than two years of research and development in Los Alamos (see the Los Alamos County entry in the North-Central New Mexico chapter), the Manhattan Project, which brought together some of the world’s most important scientists to develop a nuclear weapon, culminated in the detonation of the bomb at 5:29.45 a.m. on July 16, 1945. The blast was visible for 160 miles, including in Albuquerque and Santa Fe, and windows were shattered in Silver City, 120 miles from the site.


  Most signs of the blast have been removed—even the 1,200-foot-diameter, 8-foot-deep crater resulting from the blast has been filled in. However, part of the blast area at ground zero has been left intact for display purposes. A fence encloses much of the ground-zero area. Small pieces of Trinitite, the fused silica rock formed by the extreme heat of the blast, still litter the site, and folks say it’s radioactive enough to fog photographic film. A black lava monument erected in 1965 and a National Historic Landmark plaque dedicated by the National Park Service in 1975 are about all that remain.


  Open-house tours of Trinity Site by reservation are held on the first Saturday of April and October from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. For information and reservations, call the White Sands Missile Range public affairs office (575-678-1134). Further information is at wsmr.army.mil/PAO/Trinity/Pages/Home.aspx.


  Catron County


  In the nation’s most lightning-struck region sits The Lightning Field, an art installation by American sculptor Walter De Maria. You can’t just drop by for the show, though: All visits are overnight affairs and require reservations. The Lightning Field is large-scale environmental art created by De Maria and completed in 1977. The work, which was commissioned and is maintained by the New York−based Dia Center for the Arts, is composed of 400 steel poles measuring 15 to 20 feet long that have been placed in a grid measuring 1 mile by 3,330 feet. The tips of the poles form an exact even plane, like a bed of nails for some evil giant. During thunderstorms the poles act as lightning rods, creating a dazzling light show.


  The adventure starts in the town of Quemado, on US 60, where, after meeting with the caretaker early in the afternoon, you’re taken for a 45-minute ride on dirt roads to a visitor cabin. You, along with any other visitors, are then left there until late the next morning. During the day, take the two-hour hike to the field to get a closer look at the rods and wander among them; as long as there’s no lightning, you’re safe. Otherwise, you can safely view the lightning strikes as long as you stay outside the perimeter of the field.


  Because late summer is prime time for thunderstorms, a visit in July or August gives you the best chance for a spectacular show. The field is also attractive during other times of the year, however, because the shiny rods provide shows of another sort with the help of sunshine or, on a clear night, moonlight.


  Visiting season is May 1 through October 31, and reservations are taken from March on. For more information and to check available dates, call (505) 898-3335 in Corrales. For comprehensive information and to make reservations online, visit Dia Center’s website at diaart.org/visit/visit/walter-de-maria-the-lightning-field. A one-night stay costs $150 per person (students/children are $100 per person), which includes meals and transportation to and from Quemado. ( Note: During July and August, rates go up to $250, which still does not cover the center’s actual cost of operations; therefore, additional contributions are appreciated.) Despite the high adventure of viewing the lightning field, keep in mind that it is fine art on a grand scale; no photographs are permitted.


  Just east of Quemado, and about 30 minutes from the Very Large Array, you’ll find Pie Town, a blink-and-you’ll-miss-it hamlet at mile marker 56 on US 60, astride the Continental Divide, which for decades has been famous for—you guessed it—homemade pie. Pie Town was built up during the Dust Bowl years by poor farming families fleeing adverse conditions. By as early as the 1920s, a general store owner had already begun baking pies to sell to miners in the area, and the name Pie Town stuck. It was such a model of hardscrabble ingenuity and enterprise that it attracted the attention of a photographer from Texas, Russell Lee, who, like Dorothea Lange and others, was documenting conditions in rural areas during FDR’s New Deal era. It was largely those 600 or so extraordinary black-and-white photos, now housed in the Library of Congress, that brought wider public attention to Pie Town. That, and the chance of some delicious homemade pie in the back of beyond. Today, residents of this tiny burg continue to serve up good cheer, camaraderie, and fresh pie to grateful and very hungry travelers.


  There are several cafes in town dedicated to pie, and each has its fans. The Pie-O-Neer Cafe, on the north side of the highway in a historic wooden building with a scenic front porch, has a particularly strong following, as much for its upbeat and energetic Pie Lady, Kathy Knapp, as for her delicate and outrageously tasty pies. Kathy is a skilled baker from a family of bakers and has been regularly featured in media and even a documentary and cookbook. When the cafe is open, Kathy and her partner, Stan, are always there to personally greet you and make time for a sit-down and a photo. This is a haven for travelers of all kinds, including bicyclists on the Divide Trail who are looking for good company and food. A Pie Bar showcases the many daily choices, of which I can highly recommend the strawberry-rhubarb, peach-green chile, or chocolate chess with red chile. If you call ahead (a good idea when you are coming this far), Kathy will make your favorite pie and save you a slice or the whole thing to eat in or take home. Pie-O-Neer is only open Mar 14 to Nov 25, Thurs through Sat from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., or until the pies are all gone; (575) 772-2711; pieoneer.com.


  Note: If the Pie-O-Neer is closed when you drive through, you can usually still find pie at The Gatherin’ Place next to the post office (575-772-2909; gatherinplace.wordpress.com), The Pie Source (575-772-1021; piesource.com), or The Top of the World General Store, which are all open daily year-round for longer hours. If possible, try to visit during the famed Pie Town Festival in September, an annual weekend event for the whole family, when all things pie are celebrated with great enthusiasm.


  As New Mexico’s most sparsely populated but geographically largest county, Catron County contains the bulk of the 3-million-acre Gila National Forest. In this region you’ll find the atmospheric semi–ghost town of Mogollon (muggy-on), set in a narrow valley flanked by canyon walls along Silver Creek. For about 60 years after the great gold strike of 1878, Mogollon earned a reputation for lawlessness, as the Mogollon Mountains continued to give up millions of dollars’ worth of gold, silver, and copper. Perhaps because of its inaccessibility, neither territorial troops nor the Apache warriors Victorio and Geronimo could tame this onetime headquarters of Butch Cassidy and his crew.


  Today, Mogollon has a population of 15 souls, and the old buildings are only slightly marred by the presence of facades built for the 1973 Western My Name Is Nobody, starring Henry Fonda. Mogollon is, however, still one of New Mexico’s best-preserved ghost towns. During the summer, several residents run shops, a restaurant, a dusty museum, and a bed-and-breakfast open nightly May through Oct, to serve the trickle of visitors who venture into these parts.


  Mogollon is located about 9 miles east of US 180 (about 37 miles south of Reserve) on Highway 159—a very narrow, cliff-hugging road with many hairpin turns. (It’s paved, but be sure to keep your eyes on the road.) If you’re feeling adventurous and you have the time, keep going past the town and into the Gila National Forest and Mogollon Mountains, where you will find exquisite backcountry hiking and camping. Roads and trails are generally well marked, but take a US Forest Service map, available at the general store back in Glenwood or the Glenwood Ranger Station, for more precise exploring expeditions.


  The best place to stay in Catron County is in Mogollon—the Silver Creek Inn. This historic bed-and-breakfast may be the quietest place you’ve ever slept. The building was constructed in 1885 as a hotel and general store and is one of the few examples in New Mexico of a two-story adobe structure. The owners, Stan King and Kathy Knapp of the Pie-O-Neer Cafe in Pie Town, have renovated it with contemporary southwestern flair, including a terra-cotta tile roof and Santa Fe Territorial−style redbrick trim. You’ll want to arrive early enough to drive safely into Mogollon on the mountain road (check-in is 4 p.m.; the inn door is locked at 10 p.m., so call if you are going to be late) and to spend some time relaxing on the enclosed patio with its waterfall and sweeping, curved exterior staircase.


  There are four rooms, and advance reservations are required. Room rates are $110−$135 per night for two adults with continental breakfast, and $150−$175 per night for two adults with full breakfast. Guests may bring food to cook other meals in the kitchen, and the staff will do the cleanup for a $10 fee. The inn does not have TV or Wi-Fi, only accepts adults age 21 and older, and has a no-pets policy—the owners explain that the ghosts scare them. Open May through Oct. Contact: (866) 276-4882; silvercreekinn.com.


  Dining options are limited in Mogollon, another reason to get here early and be prepared. The Purple Onion Cafe is located in the old 1900 post office and offers food May through October on Sat and Sun from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. It is known for its hearty breakfasts, excellent green chile cheeseburgers, and barbecue. ( Note: Highway 159 is undergoing a yearlong road construction in 2016–2017. Call ahead to check on conditions before making the drive.)


  About 3½ miles farther south of the turnoff for Mogollon, on US 180, you’ll come across the tiny village of Glenwood. Here you can explore one of the truly awesome sights in New Mexico: Catwalk National Recreation Trail. Plan this outing in late fall or early winter, during the week if possible, to avoid seeing another soul. You can’t find a better site for a picnic.


  Set in beautiful Whitewater Canyon, just outside Glenwood, the Catwalk trailhead is covered with stately old sycamores and cottonwoods. The perfectly clear Whitewater Creek rushes alongside the trail, completing the pristine setting. The canyon was a favorite hideout for Apaches and desperados, including Butch Cassidy, in the 1880s.


  The initial rocky trail soon turns into the Catwalk, a narrow metal walkway (with a sturdy rail) that hugs the sheer rock wall of the gorge as it winds along the creek up the canyon for about 1 mile past the gorge. Though the gorge is 100 feet deep (and the canyon walls rise 1,400 feet), the Catwalk stays about 20 feet above the river. The point is that a walk on the Catwalk is exciting and visually stimulating, but it’s not scary. The Catwalk is well maintained for safety.


  The Catwalk got its start in 1893, when pipelines were laid through the canyon to provide water for a mill that serviced nearby gold and silver claims. Because the lines needed continual maintenance, the workers who had to walk along the suspended pipes referred to them as the catwalk. Today, despite a major recent refurbishment, you can still see parts of the old pipelines.


  The Catwalk trailhead is located about 5 miles from US 180 in Glenwood (40 miles south of Reserve), at the end of Highway 174 (well marked with signs), also known as Catwalk Road. For more information, call Glenwood Ranger Station in Glenwood (575-539-2481; fs.usda.gov/gila; Mon through Fri from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.); admission is $3 per vehicle.


  Grant County


  Silver City is the largest community in Grant County and home of Western New Mexico University. As its name implies, mining played a key role in the town’s history. Billy the Kid also figures into Silver City’s past—he spent part of his childhood here before moving on to establish his notoriously lawless career.


  Unlike most of New Mexico’s old mining towns, Silver City survived the boom-bust pattern of the industry to become Grant County’s trade center and county seat. At the turn of the 20th century, the town capitalized on its dry climate to become a haven for people with tuberculosis. This delightful climate, with its four distinct seasons, continues to attract new residents, particularly retirees.


  Take a stroll down Bullard Street (around Broadway) near the city’s center to check out its historic downtown district. You’ll find an eclectic mix of shops and cafes, including the famous Buffalo Bar, housed in architecturally significant late-1800s buildings. Like Las Vegas, New Mexico, up north (see the San Miguel County entry in the chapter on Northeastern New Mexico), Silver City’s core is enhanced by a choice selection of Victorian homes. During the past few years, Silver City has become something of an artists’ colony, and now has about two dozen contemporary art galleries and a couple of coffeehouses with Wi-Fi.


  One of the city’s finest examples of Victorian architecture is now the home of the Silver City Museum. This unusual brick structure was originally the home of mining magnate Harry Ailman, who had it built in 1881. Later it served as the city hall and as a fire station before becoming a museum in 1967. This is the place to start investigating Silver City’s rich history, from the prehistoric Mogollon Indians who inhabited the area, through the mining days, to the present. The museum sponsors special, long-running exhibits such as More Than Civilizers: Women of Silver City, 1870–1910. Visitors can even climb to the top in the museum’s cupola, built for ventilation, and get a 360-degree view of the town.


  Silver City Museum is located at 312 W. Broadway; (575) 538-5921; silver citymuseum.org. It’s open Tues through Fri from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and weekends from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. A suggested donation of $3 per person is requested.


  Another local museum worth a visit is the Western New Mexico University Museum, which houses the country’s largest permanent exhibit of pottery made by a branch of the Ancestral Pueblo people, the Mimbres, living in the Mogollon region of southwest New Mexico. In addition to this spectacular pottery collection, the museum features other pottery, ancient tools, jewelry, and historic artifacts from the archaeologically significant Casas Grandes (Paquime) site in the state of Chihuahua, just south of the border in Mexico. Paquime was a famous trading center, which traded extensively with Ancestral Pueblo people of the Mogollon highlands, as well as Chacoans in northwestern New Mexico. Images on Mimbres pots show some of these trading items, including parrots, which were raised at Paquime and prized for their feathers by people in the Southwest.


  The museum is located in Fleming Hall, 1000 W. College Ave., on the WNMU campus in Silver City; (575) 538-6386; wnmumuseum.org. It’s open Mon through Fri from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Sat and Sun from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; closed school holidays and Christmas break; free admission.


  The most distinctive lodging in the Silver City area can be found at the extensively renovated Bear Mountain Lodge, a luxury bed-and-breakfast located on 178 acres bordering the Gila National Forest. The lodge was originally constructed in 1928 as the Rocky Mountain School (reputedly a place for delinquent boys), with later incarnations as a country club and a dude ranch before being purchased by Myra McCormick, legendary birder and avid conservationist, who ran the lodge for 41 years. Before her death in 1999, McCormick bequeathed her lodge and her land in trust to The Nature Conservancy, with the stipulation they continue to run it as a lodge for 10 years. After spending a significant sum transforming the rustic lodge into a chic establishment emphasizing local and sustainably sourced furnishings, toiletries, and cuisine, the Conservancy used the lodge as a base for tours of the Conservancy’s nearby Gila River preserves and also banded hummingbirds on-site. The Conservancy sold the lodge to the owners of the Blue Dome Gallery in Silver City in 2009. The new owners have kept up the lodge’s reputation as a relaxing, upscale destination B&B with excellent birding and delicious, substantial breakfasts, while also expanding its focus on local arts and cafe offerings to include dinner, by advance request, and packed and restaurant lunches; weekend brunches and holiday meals are also open to local residents.


  The lodge offers 11 luxuriously appointed rooms, each with a private bath and locally handcrafted Mission-style furnishings. Despite the extensive renovations, the lodge retains its historical charm and integrity, as evidenced by the hand-hewn beams, striking pine staircase, stone fireplaces, and hardwood floors throughout.


  
    
      newmexicotrivia

    


    
      The grave of Billy the Kid’s mother, Catherine Antrim, is located in Silver City.

    

  


  To get to Bear Mountain Lodge from Silver City, head north on US 180 (it takes a right turn at Mr. Ed’s Do-It Center and becomes 14th Street in town); turn right (north) on Alabama Street, which becomes Cottage San Road; head north about 2¾ miles; and the road to Bear Mountain Lodge is marked to your left. Nightly room rates range from $160 to $180 in the Main Lodge and Myra’s Retreat; $185 for the Wren’s Nest, which has a queen and full bed but no Wi-Fi; and $265 for the Coop, which has two rooms with king and twin beds. Rates include a full breakfast; surcharge and two-night minimum on major holidays; (575) 538-2538; bearmountainlodge.com. There is Wi-Fi at the lodge, but no TV. The lodge is pet friendly—you can even bring your horse, as long as you feed it; children under 10 are discouraged.


  An economical as well as historical lodging option can be found downtown at the Palace Hotel. Established in a former bank building built in 1882, the hotel originally opened in 1900 as a modern showplace. Restored to its former elegance in 1990, the hotel offers 17 guest rooms and suites and a complimentary continental breakfast served in the skylit garden room upstairs.


  You’ll find the Palace Hotel at 106 W. Broadway; (575) 388-1811; silver-citypalacehotel.com. Rates range from $58 to $94 per room per night.


  Silver City may be remote, but it is a university town, and that means a vibrant student population alongside a burgeoning number of retirees and artists, lots of cultural offerings, outdoor activities in the surrounding mountains, and a growing number of really good historic inns and bed-and-breakfasts and eclectic restaurants begun by young and enthusiastic chefs that offer excellent food at a reasonable price point.


  Silver City restaurants include everything from authentic Mexican and modern American food to globally inspired cuisine, a chef-owned pop-up weekend restaurant, a microbrewery in downtown, hip coffeehouses, and bistros serving fresh takes on continental and Italian cuisine. Plan on eating very well in this great little mountain town.


  Just north of Silver City, on the edge of the Gila National Forest, the village of Pinos Altos (“Tall Pines”) is a prime spot for any off-the-beaten-pather. Though Pinos Altos’s mining history dates from 1803, it was a later gold discovery by three forty-niners from California in 1860 that led to the establishment of Pinos Altos as a mining camp. Roy Bean operated a general store here with his brother before moving to Texas to become “the law west of the Pecos.” During the past few years, several of the town’s old stores have been replaced by modern shops.


  Pinos Altos’s points of interest include Hearst Church, Buckhorn Saloon, Pinos Altos Opera House, and Pinos Altos Museum. The small though architecturally interesting Hearst Church was built in 1898 with money donated by Phoebe Hearst, mother of newspaper tycoon William Randolph Hearst, whose late husband, George, had left her mining interests in Pinos Altos. The adobe, stone, and wooden-shingle church, originally called the Gold Avenue Methodist–Episcopal Church, now houses Pinos Altos Gallery, run by the Grant County Art Guild. It also contains the hearse that carried the body of Pat Garrett (killer of Billy the Kid), along with other horse-drawn vehicles. The building is open mid-May through mid-Oct, Fri through Sun and holidays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; gcag.org.


  With its faded whitewashed facade, Buckhorn Saloon on Main Street in Pinos Altos is one of the West’s finest and most atmospheric old bars, distinguished by 18-inch-thick adobe walls, rustic timbers, and a hidey-hole said to have been used by Billy the Kid. Following a year-long renovation, this famous hostelry reopened under the new ownership of executive chef and California native Thomas Bock in 2010 (575-538-9911; buckhorn saloonandoperahouse.com). Bock has kept the popular steaks and burgers (don’t miss the juicy buffalo burger) that have always made this a wonderful destination dining spot and expanded the menu to include homemade ice cream. You can eat in 3 dining areas, including the bar, from late afternoon on. The adjoining Opera House, which was used to stage popular melodramas in the summer for many years, now is used for concerts by some of the Southwest’s best musicians, including Round Mountain and the Bill Hearne trio. There is live music 4 nights a week, as well as an open-mic night.


  Pinos Altos Museum, just across the road from the Buckhorn, is located in the rear of the Log Cabin Curio Shop. The tin-roofed log cabin was the county’s first private schoolhouse, built around 1866. The museum’s holdings include an extensive collection of Indian arrowheads and equipment and furnishings from the area’s mining heyday. The shop and museum are open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; (575) 388-1882; pinosaltos.org.


  Pinos Altos is located about 6 miles north of Silver City, just off Highway 15. Most of the roads in and around Pinos Altos are dirt, but this should present few difficulties; they remain in good condition unless there’s been a lot of rain.


  If you continue for 40 more miles beyond Pinos Altos on Highway 15—a very narrow and twisting mountain road that requires slow driving—you will come to road’s end in the Gila National Forest at Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument (575-536-9461; nps.gov/gicl).


  Gila Cliff Dwellings is a wonderful little park, the top visitor attraction in the area. It is the only unit of the National Park System that specifically interprets the ancient Pueblo people who lived in the Mogollon region of southwest New Mexico. They were long known as the Mogollon culture, but archaeologists now call them Ancestral Puebloan, in recognition of the cultural florescence that started in southwestern New Mexico and spread north. Several branches of the culture inhabited the region. The best known were the Mimbres, who lived in the adjoining Mimbres River drainage—talented artisans who developed the magnificent black-on-white Mimbres pottery that continues to wow us today. Another branch of the Mogollon lived north of Alamogordo, at what is now the Three Rivers Petroglyph Site.


  In the early Christian era, the Mogollon enjoyed a remote existence in these resource-rich mountains, where they were expert hunter-gatherers who lived in extended family units in scattered pit-house villages. Contact with travelers from Mesoamerica around 2,000 years ago led them to develop pottery very early on, beginning with a lovely basic reddish ware and ending up with the refined Mimbres ceramics. These were recognizably related to Pueblo pottery manufactured in Chaco and Mesa Verde and became the hottest trade items in the prehistoric Southwest. The village in the cliff here was built in AD 1280, in five caves that had been used for centuries by early hunters and later Mogollon people.


  To visit Gila Cliff Dwellings, you will need to hike a mile on a steep trail that ascends some 200 feet up the canyon walls to the site. The dwellings themselves are tucked into caves in the cliff and are made of adobe and timber. Most visitors are extremely quiet when walking among the rooms of the dwellings, partly because the caves’ acoustics amplify voices but also because they’re showing respect for the people who lived here so long ago. On the edge of the Gila National Wilderness, and along the Gila River, the monument is a peaceful and beautiful place for a hike; there is a campground nearby.


  The trail to the cliff dwellings is open daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; all visitors must be off the trail by 5 p.m. The visitor center, 2 miles from the trailhead, is open 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. There are extended opening hours in summer; check with the visitor center before making the drive. Admission is $5 per person for anyone age 16 or older; passholders and those under 16 are free. ( Note: The park is actually in Catron County but is accessible only through Grant County.) The signs along Highway 15 near Pinos Altos claiming the drive to the monument will take two hours seem greatly exaggerated—at least in good weather—but you should allow a full day for a visit to the park.


  There are several places to camp near Gila Cliff Dwellings, including the park’s pleasant little campground. One of the more unusual and reasonably priced private facilities is Wildwood Retreat and Hot Springs, which offers developed hot springs pools of different temperatures along the river, tent and car camping sites, and two cabins. Day use of the hot springs costs $10. Shady campsites are along the river and located not far from bathrooms with hot showers and flush toilets and a basic kitchen. Overnight camping costs $12 per night. Two cabins are available for those who don’t wish to rough it. Willow Cabin has a queen-size bed and rents for $50 per night single, $60 double. The 25-square-foot circular Strawbale Hogan is a unique adobe cabin that has a double futon bed; it rents for $70 per night single, $80 double. Well-behaved and restrained dogs are permitted in the campground; neither dogs nor children are permitted in the Strawbale Hogan. Multiday lodging discounts are available (575-536-3600; wildwoodhotspringsretreat.com).


  While in the Gila region, check out beautiful Lake Roberts along Highway 35, about 3 miles east of its intersection with Highway 15. It’s quite pleasant by New Mexico lake standards, meaning the shoreline is somewhat wooded and meandering—very nice for canoeing!


  About 15 miles east of Silver City along Highway 152, you’ll come across the impossible-to-miss Santa Rita Copper Mine. Regardless of how you feel about the environmental impact of such an open-pit operation, its size and scope are hard to ignore. Currently run by a subsidiary of the mega-mining concern Phelps Dodge Corporation, the mine is 1 1⁄ 2 miles long by 1 mile wide by 1,800 feet deep, and it produces 300 million pounds of copper annually. As one of the oldest operating mines in North America, the site was originally mined by American Indians and later by colonial Spaniards before the modern era of mechanized mining began; it’s been an open-pit operation since 1910.


  Visitors are allowed to view the mine only through a chain-link fence from above; no one is allowed in the pit itself. The stair-step design through the multicolored bedrock—required for trucks to remove the ore—looks somewhat like an inverted version of the ancient Aztec and Mayan ruins in southern Mexico and Central America. The parking and viewing areas are clearly marked; no phone; no fee.


  Heading southeast of Silver City on US 180, toward Deming, you’ll find City of Rocks State Park in Faywood. This relatively flat park is filled with vertical rock formations, some as high as 50 feet, resembling the monoliths at Britain’s Stonehenge. The rocks are the result of erosion on the remains of volcanic eruptions that occurred millions of years ago. Because you can climb on the rocks, as well as hide behind them, this park is a natural playground for kids of all ages. Picnic and camping facilities are available. The park is located 31 miles southeast of Silver City via US 180 and Highway 61; (575) 536-2800; emnrd.state.nm.us/spd/cityofrocksstatepark.html. It’s open daily from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Admission is $5 per vehicle. Camping is available for $8 per night for a primitive campsite (no water), $10 per night for a developed campsite (with water), $14 per night for a developed campsite with electric hookup or sewage hookup, and $18 per night for developed campsites with electricity and sewage hookups.


  Hidalgo County


  Texas and Oklahoma may have their “panhandles,” but New Mexico’s got its “boot heel”—and Hidalgo County is it. Closer to Tucson, Arizona, than to Albuquerque, New Mexico, most of this area is desolate, although cattle ranching and, more recently, vineyards have made their imprint on the land.


  The largest town is Lordsburg, but perhaps the most unusual place is Shakespeare, a ghost town 2½ miles southwest of Lordsburg.


  Originally settled in the 1850s as Mexican Springs, a stage stop on the Butterfield Overland Trail, Shakespeare was named in 1879 by mine promoters to honor the bard and perhaps improve the town’s fortunes. The town was the site of a couple of mining hoaxes, including the Diamond Swindle of 1870—when the area was seeded with diamonds to attract investors—before a real silver boom hit in 1879, only to fizzle some 15 years later. Shakespeare’s last hurrah came with a second silver strike in 1907. The silver played out in the 1930s.


  
    
      newmexicotrivia

    


    
      Hidalgo County was named for the town of Guadalupe Hidalgo in Mexico, where the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed in 1848, bringing the New Mexico Territory into the US. pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/war/wars_end_guadalupe.html

    

  


  Because the town has been privately owned since 1935, it has been protected from weekend ghost-town looters, and the admission charge goes toward further preservation and restoration. It’s accessible to the public only through guided tours that include the interiors of several buildings. One of these structures, the Stratford Hotel, is said to have briefly employed Billy the Kid as a dishwasher.


  

  To get to Shakespeare, take the Main Street exit off I-10 in Lordsburg, turn south, and follow the signs. Tours are offered only at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on the second Saturday and Sunday of each month. Reservations are not required; just turn up at the gate and join either the morning or afternoon tour groups. On the third or fourth weekend of April, June, August, and October, historical reenactments are staged. The ghost town is not open at any other times. Call (575) 542-9034 to verify the current year’s dates. The admission charge is $4 for adults and $3 for children ages 6 to 12 ($1 higher for reenactments). Visit shakespeareghostown.com.


  Luna County


  Luna County’s primary community is Deming, known for its pure air and fast ducks. Yes, ducks. Deming is home of the world-famous Great American Duck Race (demingduckrace.com), held annually on the fourth weekend in August. Thought up just over 20 years ago in a bar as a way to create more interest in the area, the duck races have captured international media coverage for Deming. More than just a duck race, the “fowl event” includes a parade, a golf tournament, a chile cook-off, a hot-air balloon rally, several sporting tournaments, and even a “Duck Queen” contest. It has also become one of New Mexico’s most well-attended events.


  Deming is more than ducks, though. The city is also home to the impressive Deming Luna Mimbres Museum. Located in the three-story, 1916 red-brick National Guard Armory building, the museum has about 25,000 square feet of exhibition space. There’s a bit of everything here, as evidenced by the many “theme rooms,” including the Military Room, the Quilt Room, the Doll Room, and the Tack Room. The museum also depicts life in the Southwest, focusing on ranching, railroading, and mining. The Mimbres Room showcases examples of centuries-old Mimbres Indian pottery (see Silver City). The pottery’s distinctive black-on-white geometric designs are known for the way they mismatch animal body parts.


  The museum is located at 301 S. Silver in Deming; (575) 546-2382; luna countyhistoricalsociety.com. It’s open Mon through Sat from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is by donation. Across the street the museum has renovated an old customs house into another space that showcases the area’s border-town past.


  Most parks make a big deal about leaving everything as you found it and strictly forbid visitors from taking anything with them when they leave. But at Rockhound State Park, located on the west side of the Little Florida Mountains, “taking a little of the park” is encouraged. That’s right—visitors may each take up to 15 pounds of rocks with them per visit. You’ll find all kinds and colors here, including varieties of quartz crystals, agates, and opals. Even after years of rock hounds carrying away mementos of their visit, old-timers say it’s hard to tell that the place is any different than it was years ago. Plan to spend a lot of time staring at the ground here, and while you’re on the lookout for your personal gems, watch out as well for loose rock and inconspicuous drop-offs.


  Rockhound State Park is off Palomas Road via Highway 11, southeast of Deming; (575) 546-6182; emnrd.state.nm.us/spd/rockhoundstatepark.html. It’s open Wed through Sun from 7 a.m. until sunset. There’s a $5-per-vehicle admission charge. Camping is available: $8 per night for a primitive campsite (no water), $14 per night for a developed campsite (with water and/or electric or sewage hookup), and $18 per night for campsites with water and electricity and water hookups.


  If you drive 32 miles south of Deming on Highway 11, you’ll reach the Mexican border at the little town of Columbus. Although it’s so far off the beaten path that most of its 1,634 inhabitants (2014 estimate) are Border Patrol officers and their families, its solitude has, in fact, attracted a number of former Santa Feans. The occasional visitor is surprised to find that the community has a good restaurant (the Patio), a large art gallery, and an attractive modern hotel (Martha’s Place).


  
    
      newmexicotrivia

    


    
      The state of New Mexico shares 175 miles of border with the country of Mexico in Hidalgo, Luna, and Doña Ana Counties.

    

  


  The town’s website (columbusnewmexico.com), which serves as a sort of hometown newspaper and visitor information virtual meeting place, is quite a revelation and makes for great reading. The activities of better-known town residents get column inches in the ColumBUZZ section, and there are also Amazon links to books by Robert Ransom Odom ( Autobiography of a Redneck Hindu ) and cowboy Mexican bride matchmaker Ivan Thompson ( Cowboy Cupid, Cowboy del Amor ), information on border crossings, and even an ad for the adjoining intentional community of City of the Sun (“Does living off the grid in an Earth-ship home flip your lid? Turn On—Tune In
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  Appendices


  NEW MEXICO INDIAN PUEBLOS


  (Listed by county in which most of the Indian reservation land is located.)


  BERNALILLO COUNTY


  Isleta Pueblo


  PO Box 1270

  Isleta, NM 87022

  (505) 869-3111

  isletapueblo.com


  CIBOLA COUNTY


  Acoma Pueblo


  PO Box 309

  Acomita, NM 87034

  (800) 747-0181

  acomaskycity.org


  Laguna Pueblo


  PO Box 194

  Laguna, NM 87026

  (505) 552-6654

  lagunapueblo.nsn.gov


  MCKINLEY COUNTY


  Zuni Pueblo


  PO Box 339

  Zuni, NM 87327

  (505) 782-7000

  ashiwi.org


  RIO ARRIBA COUNTY


  Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo


  (formerly San Juan Pueblo)

  PO Box 1099

  San Juan, NM 87566

  (505) 852-4400

  indianpueblo.org/19pueblos/ohkayowingeh.html


  Santa Clara Pueblo


  PO Box 580

  Española, NM 87532

  (505) 753-7326

  newmexico.org/santa-clara-pueblo


  SANDOVAL COUNTY


  Cochiti Pueblo


  PO Box 70

  Cochiti, NM 87072

  (505) 465-2244

  pueblodecochito.org


  Jemez Pueblo


  PO Box 100

  Jemez, NM 87024

  (575) 834-7235

  jemezpueblo.org


  Kewa Pueblo


  (formerly Santo Domingo Pueblo)

  PO Box 99

  Santo Domingo, NM 87052

  (505) 465-2214

  indianpueblo.org/19pueblos/santodomingo.htm


  Sandia Pueblo


  Box 6008

  Bernalillo, NM 87004

  (505) 867-3317

  sandiapueblo.nsn.us


  San Felipe Pueblo (Katishtya)


  PO Box 4339

  San Felipe, NM 87001

  (505) 867-3381

  newmexico.org/san-felipe-pueblo


  Santa Ana Pueblo (Tamaya)


  2 Dove Rd.

  Bernalillo, NM 87004

  (505) 771-6700

  santaana.nsn.gov


  Zia Pueblo


  Pueblo of Zia

  Administration Building

  135 Capital Square Dr.

  Zia Pueblo, NM 87053

  (575) 867-3304

  zia.com/home/zia_info.html


  SANTA FE COUNTY


  Nambé Pueblo


  Route 1, Box 117-BB

  Santa Fe, NM 87501

  (505) 455-2036

  nambepueblo.org


  Pojoaque Pueblo


  Route 11, Box 71

  Santa Fe, NM 87501

  (505) 455-2278

  pojoaque.org


  San Ildefonso Pueblo


  Route 5, Box 315-A

  Santa Fe, NM 87501

  (505) 455-3549

  indianpueblo.org/19pueblos/sanildefonso.html


  Tesuque Pueblo


  Route 5, Box 360T

  Santa Fe, NM 87501

  (505) 983-2667

  (800) 483-1040

  newmexico.org/tesuque-pueblo


  TAOS COUNTY


  Picuris Pueblo


  PO Box 127

  Peñasco, NM 87553

  (575) 587-2519

  picurispueblo.org


  Taos Pueblo


  PO Box 1846

  Taos Pueblo, NM 87571

  (575) 758-1028

  taospueblo.com


  NON−PUEBLO INDIAN TRIBES IN NEW MEXICO


  Alamo Chapter Navajo Nation


  Alamo Route

  Magdalena, NM 87825

  (575) 854-2686

  alamo.navajochapters.org

  (Socorro County)


  Jicarilla Apache Nation


  PO Box 507

  Dulce, NM 87528

  (575) 759-3242

  newmexico.org/jicarilla-apache-nation

  (Rio Arriba County)


  Mescalero Apache Tribe


  PO Box 176

  Mescalero, NM 88340

  (575) 464-4494

  mescaleroapachetribe.com

  (Otero County)


  Navajo Nation (Dine)


  Tourism Department

  PO Box 663

  Window Rock, AZ 86515

  (928) 871-6647

  discovernavajo.com

  (San Juan and McKinley Counties in New Mexico but also in northeast Arizona and southeast Utah)


  Ramah Chapter Navajo Nation


  PO Box 308

  Ramah, NM 87321

  (505) 775-7140

  ramahnavajo.org

  (Cibola County)


  To’hajiilee Chapter Navajo Nation


  PO Box 3398

  To’hajiilee, NM 87026

  (505) 836-4221

  tohajiilee.navajochapters.org

  (Bernalillo County)


  NEW MEXICO WINERIES


  Acequia Winery


  240 Reclining Acres Rd.

  Corrales, NM 87408

  (505) 264-1656

  acequiawinery.com


  Amaro Winery


  402 S. Melendres St.

  Las Cruces, NM 88005

  (575) 527-5310

  amarowinerynm.com


  Anasazi Fields Winery


  26 Camino de los Pueblitos

  Placitas, NM 87043

  (505) 867-3062

  anasazifieldswinery.com


  Arena Blanca Vineyards


  7320 US 54/70 N.

  Alamogordo, NM 88301

  (575) 437-0602

  (800) 368-3081

  pistachioland.com


  Black Mesa Winery


  1502 Hwy. 68 (mile marker 15)

  Velarde, NM 87582

  (800) 852-2820

  blackmesawinery.com


  Black Range Vineyards


  10701 Hwy. 152

  Hillsboro

  (575) 895-5000

  blackrangevineyards.com


  Camino Real Winery


  13 Tomes Hill Rd.

  Las Lunas, NM 87031

  (505) 307-0469

  caminorealwinery.com


  Casa Abril Vineyards and Winery


  01 Camino Abril

  Algodones, NM 87001

  (505) 771-0208

  casaabrilvineyards.com


  Casa Rondeña Winery


  Rondeña Way

  733 Chavez Rd. NW

  Albuquerque, NM 87107

  (505) 344-5911

  (800) 706-1699

  casarondena.com


  Corrales Winery


  6275 Corrales Rd.

  Corrales, 87048

  (505) 898-1819

  corraleswinery.com


  Don Quixote Distillery and Winery


  18057-A US 285/84

  Pojoaque, NM 87506

  (505) 695-0817

  dqdistillery.com


  Dos Viejos Winery


  69 Pecos Rd.

  Tularosa, NM 88352

  (575) 585-2647

  dosviejoswines.com


  Estrella del Norte Vineyard


  106 N. Shining Sun

  Santa Fe, NM 87506

  (505) 455-2826

  estrelladelnortevineyard.com


  Gruet Winery


  8400 Pan American Freeway NE

  Albuquerque, NM 87113

  (505) 821-0055

  (888) 857-9463

  gruetwinery.com


  Guadalupe Vineyards


  188 San Jose Loop

  San Fidel, NM 87049

  (505) 552-0082

  guadalupevineyards.com


  La Chiripada Winery


  Highway 75

  PO Box 191

  Dixon, NM 87527

  (575) 579-4437

  (800) 528-7801

  lachiripada.com


  La Viña Winery


  4201 S. Hwy. 28

  La Union, NM 88021

  (575) 882-7632

  lavinawinery.com


  Los Luceros Winery


  PO Box 1100

  Alcalde, NM 87511

  (505) 852-1085


  Luna Rossa Winery (also Mesilla)


  3710 W. Pine St.

  Deming, NM 88030

  (575) 544-1160

  lunarossawinery.com


  Madison Vineyards and Winery


  HC 72, Box 490


  Ribera, NM 87560

  (505) 421-8028

  madisonvineyards.com


  Matheson Winery


  103 Pat D’Arco Hwy. B3

  Rio Rancho, NM 87124

  (505) 350-6557

  mathesonwines.com


  Milagro Vineyards


  985 W. Ella

  PO Box 1205 Corrales, NM 87048

  (505) 898-3998

  milagrowine.com


  Pasando Tiempo Winery


  277 Dandelion Rd.

  Corrales, NM 87048

  (505) 228-0154

  pasandotiempowinery.com


  Ponderosa Valley Vineyards and Winery


  3171 Hwy. 290

  Ponderosa, NM 87044

  (575) 834-7487

  ponderosawinery.com


  Rio Grande Winery


  5321 Hwy. 28 (mile marker 25)

  Las Cruces, NM 88005

  (575) 524-3985

  riograndewinery.com


  Sombra Antigua Winery


  430 La Vina Rd.

  Anthony, NM 88027

  (915) 241-4349

  (915) 471-5113

  sombraantigua.com


  St. Clair Winery


  1325 De Baca Rd.

  Deming, NM 88030

  (888) 799-4637

  stclairwinery.com


  Tularosa Vineyards & Winery


  23 Coyote Canyon Rd.

  Tularosa, NM 88352

  (575) 585-2260

  (800) 687-4467

  tularosavineyards.com


  Vivac Winery and Art Gallery


  2075 Hwy. 68

  Dixon, NM 87527

  (505) 579-4441

  vivacwinery.com


  Wines of the San Juan


  233 Hwy. 511

  Blanco, NM 87412

  (505) 632-0879

  winesofthesanjuan.com


  NEW MEXICO SKI AREAS


  As part of the southern reaches of the Rocky Mountains, New Mexico’s mountain ranges are home to many downhill and cross-country ski areas. During ski season, which is roughly late November or early December through mid-March or early April, most ski areas are open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For New Mexico road conditions, call (505) 827-5213 or (800) 432-4269 (out of state), or check online at nmroads.com; and for detailed or updated information on the downhill ski areas listed below, or for information on cross-country ski areas, please call Ski New Mexico at (505) 858-2422; skinewmexico.com. ( Note: Lift fees are included for comparison purposes only; they are subject to change from season to season. Fees for half-day lift tickets and those for children and seniors are lower.)


  Angel Fire


  Angel Fire

  (575) 377-6401

  angelfireresort.com

  Number of trails: 80

  Adult full-day lift ticket: $75


  Pajarito


  Los Alamos

  (505) 662-5725

  skipajarito.com

  Number of trails: 40

  Adult full-day lift ticket: $49


  Red River


  Red River

  (575) 754-2223

  redriverskiarea.com

  Number of trails: 60

  Adult full-day lift ticket: $73


  Sandia Peak


  Albuquerque

  (505) 242-9052

  sandiapeak.com

  Number of trails: 25

  Adult full-day lift ticket: $55


  Sipapu


  (outside of Peñasco)

  (800) 587-2240

  sipapunm.com

  Number of trails: 41

  Adult full-day lift ticket: $45 (special deals on lodging in Santa Fe with 2-day passes)


  Ski Apache


  Ruidoso

  (575) 464-3600

  skiapache.com

  Number of trails: 55

  Adult full-day lift ticket: $40.99


  Ski Cloudcroft


  Cloudcroft

  (575) 682-2333

  skicloudcroft.net

  Number of trails: 25

  Adult full-day lift ticket: $45


  Ski Santa Fe


  Santa Fe

  (505) 982-4429

  skisantafe.com

  Number of trails: 79

  Adult full-day lift ticket: $75


  Taos Ski Valley


  Taos

  (575) 776-2291

  (866) 968-7386

  skitaos.org

  Number of trails: 110

  Adult full-day lift ticket: $98
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