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Prologue
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Have you ever asked a question that made grown-ups pause and think? Maybe something like, “What makes something true?” or “How do we know what’s right?” If so, you’re not alone—and you’re already thinking like Socrates!

Socrates lived a long, long time ago in Ancient Greece, over 2,400 years ago. He didn’t wear fancy clothes, write books, or become rich and powerful. Instead, he walked around the city of Athens, talking to people and asking big questions. Lots of people thought he was strange. Others thought he was a genius. Some even thought he was dangerous—just for making people think in new ways!

Even though Socrates never wrote anything down, his ideas changed the world. His way of asking questions became the foundation of Western philosophy—big thinking about life, truth, justice, and more.

This book will take you on an exciting journey through Socrates’ life, the world he lived in, and the powerful ideas he shared. Along the way, you’ll learn how to think like a philosopher, challenge what you know, and maybe even come up with your own big questions.

So, grab your imagination, open your mind, and get ready to meet the man who believed that the best way to learn... is to ask.

Let’s begin!
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Chapter 1: The Curious Boy from Athens
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A long time ago, in the bustling city of Athens, Greece, there lived a boy who was not like most other kids. While others liked to run races, throw stones, or watch plays in the open-air theaters, this boy had a different kind of fun. His name was Socrates, and from the time he was very young, he was full of curiosity. He didn’t care much about money, clothes, or even being the fastest or strongest. What he really wanted was to understand the world and why people believed the things they did.

Even as a child, Socrates loved to ask questions. But not just regular questions like “What’s for dinner?” or “Can I go play outside?” He asked big, deep questions like “What is justice?” and “How do we know what’s right or wrong?” If someone said, “Being good means following the rules,” Socrates might ask, “What if the rules are unfair?” He didn’t ask questions to be rude—he asked because he truly wanted to understand. He believed that if people thought more carefully, they could become wiser and kinder.

Socrates grew up in a time when Athens was full of amazing things. It had temples with tall columns, busy marketplaces where people traded everything from olives to sandals, and schools where boys learned about poetry, music, and how to speak well in public. But while many boys dreamed of becoming famous soldiers, rich merchants, or powerful politicians, Socrates had his own dream—he wanted to find out how to live a good and meaningful life.

As a young boy, Socrates was known for his unusual behavior. He didn’t mind getting dirty, and he didn’t care much for fancy clothes or expensive shoes. In fact, as he got older, he often walked around barefoot and wore the simplest robes. Some people laughed at him or thought he was odd, but Socrates didn’t seem to mind. What mattered most to him was using his mind to explore important ideas.

Socrates’ father was a sculptor, someone who carved beautiful shapes out of stone. His mother was a midwife, someone who helped women give birth to babies. Socrates would later say that he was like a midwife, too—but instead of helping people give birth to babies, he helped them give birth to ideas! He believed that everyone had the ability to discover the truth inside themselves, if they just asked the right questions and thought carefully about the answers.

From a young age, Socrates would wander through the streets of Athens, talking to all kinds of people. He would speak with farmers, merchants, teachers, artists, and even people in the government. He asked questions that made people stop and think. Some were surprised. Some got confused. Others even got frustrated, especially when they realized that they didn’t know as much as they thought. Socrates didn’t do this to embarrass anyone. He just believed that admitting we don’t know everything is the first step toward learning something new.

He also believed that wisdom wasn’t about memorizing facts, but about understanding what those facts really meant. It’s one thing to say “Being kind is good,” but it’s another to understand why kindness matters and how it can change people’s lives. Socrates was always searching for answers, and his journey began when he was just a curious boy who dared to wonder about everything.

Other kids might have thought he was strange because he didn’t enjoy gossip or games as much as they did. Instead, he could often be found staring off into the distance, deep in thought. Sometimes, he would stop right in the middle of the street and stay still for hours, thinking about a question in his mind. People around him would just shrug and say, “That’s Socrates being Socrates.”

Even though he didn’t grow up with riches or high status, he believed that true happiness didn’t come from money or fame. He believed it came from living an honest life and always trying to be better. His curiosity never went away, not even as he grew older. That curious boy from Athens would eventually become one of the most famous thinkers the world has ever known. But it all started with a child who couldn’t stop wondering about life, truth, and what it meant to be truly wise.

So, the next time you find yourself wondering why the sky is blue, or why people sometimes argue even when they both want the same thing, think of Socrates—the boy from Athens who believed that every question was worth asking, and every answer could lead to something greater. His curiosity was like a spark that lit a fire, a fire that still burns brightly today in every person who loves to learn, explore, and ask big questions.
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Chapter 2: Life in Ancient Greece

[image: image]


Life in Ancient Greece was full of activity, traditions, and ideas that still influence our world today. It was a place where people walked through bustling marketplaces called agoras, climbed steep hills to worship gods in grand temples, and gathered to watch plays in giant stone theaters. Greece wasn’t one big country like it is now—it was made up of many small city-states, like Athens, Sparta, Corinth, and Thebes. Each of these city-states had its own way of doing things, but they all shared the same language, gods, and love for stories, learning, and beauty.

In Athens, where Socrates lived, daily life was busy and colorful. The city was filled with white stone buildings, open courtyards, and long columns that held up roofs. People wore simple clothes made of wool or linen—usually tunics for boys and dresses for girls. On their feet, they wore sandals, but many walked barefoot, just like Socrates liked to do! Most families lived in small homes made from clay bricks. These homes were built around an open space called a courtyard, where families could cook, relax, or let their animals wander.

People in Ancient Greece started their day early. The sun rose, and so did the citizens. Men would head off to work or take part in city meetings, while women, who stayed mostly at home, would cook, weave, care for the children, and manage the household. Girls were taught to be good at home life, while boys, especially in Athens, went to school if their families could afford it. A typical boy’s education included reading, writing, learning to play musical instruments like the lyre, and practicing sports like wrestling or running.

The Greeks loved learning, and schools were very different from the ones we have today. There were no chalkboards or pencils—students scratched words into wax tablets with pointed tools. They didn’t have desks either. They sat on the floor or simple stools while listening to their teacher, who might even teach in a shaded outdoor spot. Learning how to speak clearly and argue well was very important in Athens, especially because every male citizen had the right to vote and speak at meetings. That meant they needed to know how to express their ideas clearly.

Food in Ancient Greece was simple but healthy. People ate bread, cheese, olives, fruits like figs and grapes, and lots of vegetables. They also ate fish, especially if they lived near the sea, but meat was only eaten during special celebrations or festivals. People drank water, milk, and a drink called diluted wine, which was just a small amount of wine mixed with a lot of water. There were no forks, so people used their hands or spoons to eat, and food was often shared with guests and neighbors.

The Greeks believed in many gods and goddesses, and religion was a big part of everyday life. They believed these gods controlled everything from the weather to the outcome of battles. Zeus was
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