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Alice Flowers Tarot Story 63:

The Sun

Ali Noel Vyain


The Sun

Alone in the tarot reading room, Alice shuffled the remaining cards in the special deck. She drew the top card and turned to leave the room. She stepped into the hallway and was on the stairs when Madeline escorted a client into the same room. The young elf walked upstairs and into her room.

She sat down at her desk and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She laid the three different versions of the Sun card side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She blinked as she studied the cards. She wrote down her notes listening to the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse.

She lost track of time even though she was writing up quite a few notes. She blinked when she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice set her pen down and stood up. She walked out of her room, down the stairs and into the kitchen. She waited until her aunt was ready.

The music ceased and Eliot walked into the kitchen. He set the table and smiled at Alice. She smiled back. He waited to learn about the card of the day.

Without turning around or even turning her head, Madeline asked, “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “The Sun.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is satisfaction, accomplishment, success, love, friendship, reveling in the pleasures of life, freedom from boredom, happiness, truth, coming into the light, clarity, final choice, fame, communication, writings, splendor, long lasting happiness, material happiness or a joyous outcome. It can also refer to new or old friends.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is unhappiness, boredom, loneliness, possibly a broken relationship, attainment of a goal delayed or uncertain future.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down together and ate.

Eliot said, “That sounds like a good card for the upright meaning. I’m not sure about the reverse.”

Alice nodded. “That’s how it goes sometimes.”

Madeline said, “What is done in the dark tends to come out in the light.”

Eliot smiled. “I’m sure that’s true. I don’t think any of us here have an uncertain future.”

Madeline raised an eyebrow and continued eating.

Alice said, “No, we don’t. Aren’t we getting married later today?”

Eliot smiled. “Of course, after we take care of the orders.”

Madeline said, “That’s right. I see why my schedule is open this afternoon. I have it blocked in for rest and then your wedding.”

Alice smiled. “Thank you, Madeline. I do want you there. Hopefully, you won’t be so tired.”

Madeline smiled. “I should be fine. I have to deal with the guests and the Justice of the Peace.”

Eliot said, “Thank you for that.”

Madeline finished eating and left the kitchen to get some rest before the wedding. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. They went to the greenhouse to get to work on their orders. He turned on music.

She crafted the required toiletry items as he packed up and labeled boxes. Then he made notes on which plants they would need for their back stock. He grabbed his tools and went in search of the plants.

She finished her part of the large orders and packed up those items in their respective boxes. She sealed them up just as the delivery person arrived to accept all the boxes with a smile.

Alice went back to crafting the remaining items. Eliot came back and finished up with the back stock. In spite of clients coming and going, they were able to finish and clean up the greenhouse with enough time to go to their respective rooms to get ready.

Madeline was up again and she set out some flowers. Klio and Klia came out of hiding. They watched her and wondered what was going on.

“Meow?”

Madeline blinked. “Alice and Eliot are getting married. We will have some company over too.”

“Meow!” The cats wrestled each other.

Someone knocked on the door. Madeline checked to see who it was. “Hi, Zane. Thank you for coming.”

“Thank you for inviting me. Are they ready yet?”

Madeline shook her head. “No, they will be. They had to work today, but they were done by the time I was done with my nap.”

Zane smiled. “Good. Is anyone else coming? I was under the impression it would be a small wedding.”

Madeline said, “We’re waiting on the Justice of the Peace. Of course, there is Klio and Klia. As you can see, they are quite happy about the wedding.”

Zane laughed as the cats wrestled each other. “They do look quite happy. I’m glad they don’t mind me.”

Madeline smiled. “I’m sure they can tell you’re not up to anything bad. I saw how careful you were with the neighborhood cats. Klio and Klia talk with the neighborhood cats on a regular basis, so I’m sure they know you are allowed to be here.”

Zane nodded. “Good to know.”

Someone else knocked on the door. Madeline answered it. “Welcome, we were just waiting for you.”

The Justice of the Peace said, “Well, I wouldn’t want to miss this event. Is the couple ready?”

Madeline said, “They will be soon.”

The Justice of the Peace nodded. “Good.”

Madeline said, “This is Zane.”

Zane and the Justice of the Peace shook hands. Two ghosts appeared. The Justice of the Peace didn’t see or hear them. Madeline knew he couldn’t see either one and was careful about how she talked with her dad and Mr. Flowers. She wasn’t sure if Zane could see the ghosts or not.

Soon Alice and Eliot meet in the hallway in their best clothes. They tried to smile, but the nerves in their stomachs caused them to fail. Then they held hands and relaxed. They walked down the stairs together with everyone watching them.

The Justice of the Peace got into position and waited for the couple to walk up to him. They reached him moments later. He smiled at them.

“We gather here together to witness the wedding of Eliot Rivers and Alice Flowers. Does anyone have any objections to this marriage?”

Mr. Flowers said, “None whatsoever.”

James said, “I don’t think the Justice of the Peace can see or hear us.”

Mr. Flowers laughed. “I know. I was saying that for my daughter and Eliot.”

James laughed. Madeline and Zane smiled.

The Justice of the Peace continued, “Well, as there are no objections, we will let the two exchange their vows.”

Alice and Eliot turned to face each other and held both hands now. They stared into each other’s eyes and smiled. They glowed.

Eliot said, “Before I met you, I had no idea if you would have anything to do with me. I was quite surprised when Madeline asked me to send you the Fool card and then go check on you. Then you surprised me by coming with me. I’m so glad you did. Now I just want to spend the rest of my life with you. I don’t want anyone else. I want to be faithful and true to just you. I want to support you in your endeavors as we become one person.”

Alice said, “Eliot, I had no idea of your existence and that you were working for my aunt. I am so glad that I met you. I was in a bad situation. I didn’t know what I would do. I just knew I couldn’t stay with my mother. I was miserable and unable to get a job. So, when you came, I finally just took a leap of faith. I am glad that I did. You escorted me safely to my aunt and I’ve been happy ever since.

“You were always patient with me. I’m glad that you are. I wasn’t sure what to think of you, but you showed me how much you cared by helping me and offering me more share in the work. That allows me to earn money with you, so I’m not solely dependent upon you or my aunt. I want to support you in your endeavors and I want to be faithful to just you. I don’t want anyone else. I do hope we can become one person.”

They kissed. Everyone cheered and clapped. The ghosts wiped their tears. Madeline and Zane laughed at the ghosts and the Justice of the Peace smiled.

The Justice of the Peace said, “Then you are now husband and wife. Just sign the license.” He held a pen out for the couple and for Madeline and Zane.

Everyone signed the license where they needed to. The Justice of the Peace soon left, but Zane stuck around.

Zane said, “I see two ghosts live in your house, Madeline.”

Madeline nodded. “Yes, this one is my dad, James Austen. The other is Alice’s dad, Mr. Flowers.”

Zane said, “Pleased to meet you.” He looked at the cats perched on top of the fireplace together. “It was good to meet you, Klio and Klia.”

“Meow.”

Madeline said, “I have baked a cake, if you care to have some.”

Zane smiled. “Sure. Do we get to see the couple feed each other cake?”

Eliot and Alice held hands and laughed. They readily agreed. Everyone followed Madeline into the kitchen. The young elves cut the cake and feed each other. Everyone else laughed and the cats wrestled.
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