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Copyright Notice

© [2026] [David W. Ball]. All rights reserved.

This eBook is protected under international copyright law. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the author, except in the case of brief quotations used for reviews or other non-commercial purposes.

Scripture quotations, if included, are used with permission and are credited to their respective sources.

For permissions or inquiries, please contact: [daffydbee@duck.com]

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011. By Biblica, Inc.TM. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com

*Please note, American English is used in this little book.
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While this short volume has been prayerfully written, I acknowledge my shortcomings, and accept that any errors, oversights, or missteps in this work are entirely my own, stemming from moments when my own insights and opinions failed to fully respond to the Spirit.

I confess that I am not a medical professional, psychologist, or expert in any related field, and that the insights shared in this book are based solely on my personal experiences and research, guided by what I believe to be the truth revealed through Scripture. 

While I hope this work encourages and edifies readers in their own faith journey, I urge you to seek the advice of a pastor or counselor for long standing unhappiness or depression. This author thereby indemnifies himself against all legal claims should the reader fail to take proper self-care.
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Every person carries a story - some chapters are filled with joy, others with regret, and yearning for missed opportunities. Many would believe that their failures have written the final line of their lives, that forgiveness is for others but not for them. 

This little book was written for those who feel that way.

Manasseh, the son of a godly king, became one of the most wicked rulers in Judah’s history. Yet his story does not end in tragedy but surprisingly, in his redemption. Through his downward spiral and fall - and later renewal, we glimpse the heart of a God who does not give up on His children, no matter how far they may wander into the darkness.

My prayer is that these pages will draw you to that grace that still reaches down, to that mercy that still stoops to mend, and to the same God who restored a shattered king - and who still redeem hearts today. 

If you think your past is beyond forgiveness, step into Manasseh’s story - let it reveal a greater truth - that one act of humble prayer can open the door to a lifetime of peace, and joy with God.

Allow this badass’ story to strengthen your faith in a Savior who delights to make all things new. He seeks out, and picks up those broken things, the things discarded and rejected by the world, and refashions them into a masterpiece for His glory.

˜*˜

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Introduction

[image: ]


The King Everyone Thought Was Too Broken for God

Manasseh, son of the righteous King Hezekiah, ruled Judah longer than any other monarch in its history (697-642 BC). Yet his reign began as one of the darkest chapters in that nation’s story (2 Kings 21:1-18 and 2 Chronicles 32:33-33:20, Jeremiah 15:4).

Scripture calls him a man who did evil in the sight of the Lord. He desecrated the temple, worshiped false gods, practiced sorcery, and even shed innocent blood. 

On a ‘badness’ scale, he was b-a-a-a-a-d!

By every human measure, he was beyond hope, a man too far gone to ever find his way back to God.

If anyone deserved to be hell bound and tormented for eternity because of his wickedness - so our traditions would lead us to believe - it was this man.

And yet, the story of Manasseh is not ultimately about rebellion - it is about redemption. 

This is the story of a king who fell so low that only grace could reach him... and grace did. 

In captivity, broken and forgotten, he cried out to the very God he had rejected, and heaven answered.

Who This Book is For

	This short book is for those who believe they have crossed a line too far for forgiveness.

	It’s a book for those whose past mistakes, guilt, or shame whisper, “You will never be accepted; its hopeless.” 

	Anyone who feels too broken, too dirty, too far gone for God.


Through Manasseh’s story, we glimpse the boundless mercy of a God who:

	Never stops pursuing, 

	Never stops forgiving

	Never stops transforming hearts - no matter how hardened they once were. 


If grace could find Manasseh, it can surely find you too.
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Manasseh’s story begins not in poverty or obscurity, but in privilege. 

He was the son of Hezekiah - one of Judah’s most faithful kings. A man who:

	Had torn down idols.

	Restored temple worship.

	Trusted God for miraculous deliverance. 


Manasseh grew up surrounded by truth. He saw prayers answered, heard hymns of praise in the temple courts, and witnessed his father’s reverence for the Lord. If anyone had every chance to walk in righteousness, it was him. 

Yet from the moment he ascended the throne at just twelve years old, something shifted in his spirit.  The light of Hezekiah’s reign began to dim under the shadow of his son’s rebellion. 

The Scriptures record that Manasseh “did what was evil in the sight of the Lord.” 

He willfully:

	Rebuilt the pagan altars his father had destroyed.

	Set up shrines to false gods.

	Placed an image of Baal in the very temple where God’s Name had once been honored. 


The fragrance of sacrifice now carried the stench of defilement.

It wasn’t just idolatry - it was deliberate defiance. 

Manasseh turned from the living God and embraced everything his father had renounced. He went so far as to:

	Practice witchcraft and sorcery.

	Consult spirits and mediums.

	Offer his own son in the fire as a living sacrifice to idols. 


And Judah followed its king into darkness, and the downward spiral was swift. Soon the nation that had once cried out to God for deliverance from Assyria was bowing before the same idols their enemies worshiped.

How Does Someone with such a Godly Heritage Fall so far? 

The answer lies in the same struggle that faces every human heart. 

Knowledge of truth does not equal obedience to truth. 

We can:

	Live close to holy things without letting holiness reach us. 

	Inherit blessings but ignore the God who bestowed them. 


For Manasseh, power fed pride, and pride hardened his heart. The more he tried to distance himself from his father’s faith, the deeper he sank into corruption. His thoughts became futile as his heart grew darker (Romans 1: 21-23).

Secular psychologists would point to ‘daddy issues’ resulting from feelings of abandonment and unresolved conflict with his father.  The Bible is silent on these, merely recording the son’s rejection of all his father had adhered to and worked toward. 

And yet, even here - in the depths of rebellion - God was watching. 

Divine patience held back the judgment that Manasseh’s actions deserved. The Lord sent prophets to warn him, messengers to call him back. But the king would not listen. His heart, once exposed to light, now grew accustomed to darkness (John 3:19). And festered...

Still, beneath the story’s tragedy lies the thread of redemption that has not yet been pulled taut. 

For even when Manasseh turned his back, God did not turn His back. Grace was waiting - not yet seen, not yet understood- but waiting all the same.

Every generation tells the story of a heart that knew better but chose otherwise. Sometimes ours is that story. We look back and realize how often we’ve ignored truth while walking in the comfort of spiritual familiarity – even compromise.

But Manasseh’s descent reminds us: 

	No fall is beyond God’s reach. 

	Where sin grows deep, mercy’s reach grows deeper still. 


The same God who once revealed Himself to Hezekiah would, in time, reveal His mercy even to the son who broke His heart.

Real Talk: Reflection Questions

	Where have you relied on your background or “good deeds” instead of a living relationship with God?

	Are there areas of complacency that keep you near the symbols of faith but far from its power?

	How might Manasseh’s early choices mirror the quiet compromises we make today?
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