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INTRODUCTION
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In every culture across the world, we grow up believing in certain things that we gradually stop believing as we grow older. In Western culture, for example, most nations have a St Nicholas, or Santa Claus or Father Christmas, whom we only believe in as children. Other concepts, such as angels and demons, are discarded by many of us as we grow older, while friends and associates may remain believers. For some, the ‘fear of the bogeyman’ and fear of darkness are correlated throughout life. Many religions share the same stories and some of them, such as a ‘great flood’, are based upon actual happenings thousands of years ago. The belief held by many gardeners that plants react to speech and music was held by our animistic ancestors. Many stories, such as the Arthurian legends and the 1001 Nights tales, cross different cultures and may recur in modern fiction as the basis for new plotlines. Some fabulous monsters were based upon travellers’ tales, but turn out to be real animals. Others, like giant birds, are probably based upon extinct species. Humans have always been fascinated by their forefathers, and have passed on elaborate stories from the earliest days of speech and writing. There is a cornucopia of legends about monsters, ghosts and the strange creatures which transfer across many cultures. Today, with our instant access to information and a far, far greater factual knowledge about different countries, animals and natural wonders, we can still be entertained by and learn from our forefathers.
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‘Phantasmagoria’ is the art of creating supernatural illusions, the gathering of phantoms or fantasies. The name was given to a projection ghost show in the 18th century in which a modified magic lantern projected frightening images of demons, skeletons and ghosts onto walls, smoke or semi-transparent screens, sometimes using a technique of rear projection. Multiple projection devices allowed for quick switching between different images. Today we realize that some of our ghosts and demons are based on events in real life or in past experiences, and that our forebears, with less knowledge or information, rationalized things that they could not understand by means of myths, legends and religions. This book is intended to be entertaining, and is written in the full knowledge that in 3000 years time our descendants will view us as just as primitive and non-rational as we regard our early ancestors. However, some beliefs, places, people and animals are ‘magical’ and ‘mysterious’ in so many ways. To lose our sense of wonder at the diversity of life and how history has shaped us, is to lose sight of the purpose of life. This is a magical, exciting planet, which has always been full of wonder and it always will be.
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The book firstly describes strange and interesting people who have affected our perceptions throughout history. They are followed by mythical monsters and ghosts from across the world. Then there are mysterious places that people have sought out or found especially powerful. The legends of flight, from angels to strange beings, form the next chapter, and then come mysteries of the deep seas and flowing water, followed, appropriately enough, by tales of hidden treasure. Strange and mystical artefacts of the past and present come next, and they are followed by an account of those ‘monsters’ and myths which have a basis in reality. Above all, the book is meant to be entertaining. I hope that it will encourage readers to investigate further the strange world in which we live.
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CHAPTER I
Mysterious,
Magical and
Weird People
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ADAM AND EVE

The zoologist Richard Dawkins, in his book River Out Of Eden used a complicated mathematical model to trace us all back to one common female ancestor, a woman who lived in Africa around a quarter of a million years ago. He noted, ‘There has to be a woman of whom this claim can be made. The only argument is whether she lived here or there, at this time rather than at that time. The fact that she did live, in some place and at some time, is certain.’ Dawkins is a noted atheist, but this scientific proof of an ‘original woman’ or African Eve can also be used by those who believe in God to justify their beliefs.
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ALCHEMISTS

Many ‘alchemists’ (as we term them) were not simply involved in trying to transmute base metals, such as copper and iron, into silver and gold, but in genuinely trying to understand chemical processes. Most alchemists sincerely believed that mankind had lost the ‘secrets of the ancients’, and looked backwards in order to rediscover their skills. Many espoused the Aristotelian theory of the four elements of matter. All matter was assumed to have arisen from prime, chaotic material, which might only come into actual existence if impressed by ‘form’. This ‘form’ arose out of the chaos of prime matter creating the four elements of Fire, Air, Water and Earth. The result of blending these ‘simple bodies’ together in different proportions produced the infinite variety of life and matter. Each element possessed two of four prime ‘qualities’. Fire was hot and dry; Air was hot and fluid; Water was cold and fluid; and Earth was cold and dry. In each element, one quality predominated over the other: heat in Fire; fluidity in Air; cold in Water; and dryness in Earth. By ‘transmutation’, any element might be transformed into another, through the quality which they had in common. Air could become water through the medium of fluidity, and fire can become air through the medium of heat etc. Attempts to transmute materials were made by burning, calcination, solution, evaporation, sublimation and crystallization. If copper and gold were metals consisting of fire, air, water, and earth in differing proportions, then changing the elemental proportions of copper could give the elemental proportions of goal. Alchemists thus wished to alter the elemental proportions of base metals, to make rarer ones such as silver and gold. Alchemists were bound by secret oaths and wrote down their formulae in complex codes. Not until the end of the 16th century did alchemists begin moving away from classical theory and become what we today call chemists. However, even in the 18th century, eminent scientists such as Isaac Newton were studying alchemy.
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ALIENS FROM OUTER SPACE

Astronomers estimate there are millions of billions of stars in the universe and the likelihood is that many of them are orbited by planets. We know there are eight main planets in the Solar System, a handful of dwarf planets (including Ceres, Pluto, Sedna, Eris and a few others), and 429 extra-solar planets in the nearby portion of our own galaxy. Now, NASA has announced that its Kepler probe has found another 700 suspected new planets, including 140 of a similar size to Earth. We are lucky that the UN has chosen a ‘Leader’ to represent us Earthlings in any communication or visit that may emanate from any of these planets. Like all massive, unelected organizations reliant on public money, the UN has a large number of committees of which the purpose and use is obscure. One such is the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA), headed by a female Malaysian astrophysicist, Mazlan Othman, who has in 2010 now officially been delegated as the Earth ‘leader’ to negotiate any dialogue with aliens. UNOOSA actually oversees the Outer Space Treaty of 1967, whereby UN members agreed to protect Earth against contamination by alien species by ‘sterilizing’ them. For over four decades this has been Earth’s official policy to visitors from outer space, although two Voyager spacecraft launched in 1977 carried a message saying: ‘We step out of our Solar System into the universe seeking only peace and friendship.’ Unfortunately the message was recorded by the then UN Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim, subsequently disgraced, and once stationed with the Nazis just outside Auschwitz where sterilization and worse was taking place. Professor Stephen Hawking has warned of the dangers of humanity trying to seek out alien life: ‘I imagine they might exist in massive ships, having used up all the resources on their home planet. The outcome for us would be much as when Christopher Columbus first landed in America, which didn’t turn out very well for the native Americans.’

ARCHIMEDES (c.287 BCE – c.212 BCE) – THE MECHANICAL GENIUS

Archimedes was born in the Greek colony of Syracuse in Sicily and educated in Alexandria in Egypt. He returned to Syracuse, where he spent most of the rest of his life devoting his time to research and experimentation in many fields. There is a possibility that Archimedes built a steam cannon to fire incendiary projectiles against the Roman fleet which was besieging Syracuse. There are drawings by Leonardo da Vinci in which a steam cannon is described and attributed to Archimedes. One of Archimedes’s war machines to defend Syracuse against the Romans was supposed to consist of large concave mirrors to concentrate solar rays and set fire to Roman ships. This so-called ‘heat-ray’ has been reconstructed using highly polished copper shields to set fire to small wooden ships coated with tar. In 2010 Cesare Rossi, an Italian professor, argued that these two inventions, the solar heat ray and the steam cannon, were one and the same device. Rather than reflecting sunlight directly onto moving ships, he thinks that Archimedes used mirrors to heat ‘kettles’ of water to power his prototype artillery. Curved mirrors concentrated the Sun’s rays on a tank filled with water. The water boiled and the trapped steam would have fired the gun, sending flaming cannonballs towards the Romans, 1500 years before gunpowder was used in Europe. Rossi designed his own version and stated that a heated cannon barrel would only need to convert just over an ounce of water into steam to hurl a 13-pound (6-kg) projectile a distance of 500 feet (150 m). Rossi thinks the cannonballs were made of clay and filled with the incendiary mixture known as ‘Greek Fire’, a lethal combination of sulphur, bitumen, pitch and calcium oxide which would have exploded like a firebomb on the tarred wooden decks of the Roman galleys.

[image: Image]

Archimedes is quoted in later Arabic texts in relationship to advances in mathematics and mechanics, including the construction of hydraulic devices, such as water-clocks. His treatise ‘On Floating Bodies’ established the physical foundations for the buoyancy and stability of ships. It was long lost, and it was many centuries before his brilliant insights were actually applied in ship design and ship safety assessment. Archimedes was also the greatest mathematician of his age. His contributions to geometry revolutionized the subject and his methods anticipated integral calculus 2000 years before Isaac Newton and Gottfried Leibniz. His practical inventions included a wide variety of machines including pulleys and the Archimedean screw pumping device. In mechanics he defined the principle of the lever and is credited with inventing the compound pulley and the hydraulic screw for raising water from a lower to a higher level. He once said of his work with levers: ‘Give me a place to stand on, and I will move the Earth.’ He is most famous for discovering the law of hydrostatics, sometimes known as ‘Archimedes’ principle’, stating that a body immersed in fluid experiences a buoyant force equal to the weight of the amount of fluid it displaces. When Syracuse was captured, Archimedes was killed by a Roman soldier. It is said that he was so absorbed in his calculations that he admonished his killer not to disturb him. Cicero visited the tomb of Archimedes, which was surmounted by a sphere inscribed within a cylinder. Archimedes had proven that the sphere is two-thirds of the volume and surface area of a cylinder that circumscribes it, and he had regarded this as the greatest of his mathematical achievements. Space here does not permit the full description of his dozens of inventions, which ranged from odometers to block-and-tackle pulley systems, but after the capture of Syracuse the Roman general Marcellus took two mechanisms used as aids in astronomy, which showed the motion of the Sun, Moon and five planets. These were mechanical planetariums or orreries, and to work they would have needed differential gearing like the Antikythera Mechanism (q.v.), which Archimedes may also have designed. In 1906, a 174-page, 13th-century goatskin parchment of prayers was found in Constantinople. It was discovered to be a palimpsest, where ink had been scraped from an earlier work before the parchment was reused. The older document was shown to contain tenth-century copies of seven unknown treatises by Archimedes, including the only surviving copy of ‘On Floating Bodies’ in the original Greek.



Arthur – The Most Potent Legend in Europe

The time of Arthur is one of the most debated areas of British history. It is termed ‘The Age of Saints’ in Wales, yet known as ‘The Dark Ages’ across the rest of Europe. Arthur was a sixth-century Celtic warlord, around whom the mythology of Camelot, Guinevere, Merlin, Lancelot, The Holy Grail, the Fisher King, Sir Galahad, Morgan le Fay, the Black Knight and the Round Table gathered. He repulsed the Saxon threat from the east, and the Pictish threat from the north and west. Until the 19th century Arthur was always identified as a real person, Prince Athrwys, or Arthmael – the Bear Prince (Arthwyr ap Meurig ap Tewdrig). His son Morgan became king of Glamorgan. This author has written more than 20 books on Welsh history, and considers that other claimants to be Arthur can be dismissed. Arthwyr ap Meurig ap Tewdrig lived in Glamorgan-Gwent and was a documented son and grandson and great-grandson of kings of the region which had been controlled by the Celtic tribe of the Silures. Boverton in Glamorgan is suggested as the site of one of his courts. There are more than 100 sixth-century Welsh saints with Arthurian connections, and also with connections to the ruling kings of Glamorgan-Gwent, which are described in stories that predate the medieval romances.
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THE BABUSHKA LADY

In analysis of the film footage of the assassination of John F. Kennedy in Dallas, Texas in 1963, a mysterious woman was spotted. She was wearing a brown overcoat and a scarf on her head. She wore it in a similar style to Russian grandmothers – also called babushkas. She appeared to be holding something in front of her face which is believed to be a camera, and can be spotted in many photos of the scene. When most people had fled the area, she remained and continued to film. Shortly after, she was seen moving away up Elm Street. The FBI publically requested that the woman should come forward and gave them the footage that she shot, but she never did so. No one knows who the Babushka Lady was, what she was doing there or why she did not come forward to give evidence.

THE BALDLANDERS OF BALDLAND AND THE ONE-EYED ARIMASPI

Around 450 BCE, the Greek historian Herodotus wrote: ‘As far as [the Scythians’] country [modern Turkmenistan], the tract of land whereof I have been speaking is all a smooth plain, and the soil deep; beyond you enter on a region which is rugged and stony. Passing over a great extent of this rough country, you come to a people dwelling at the foot of lofty mountains, who are said to be all, both men and women, bald from their birth, to have flat noses, and very long chins. They live on the fruit of a certain tree, the name of which is Ponticum; in size it is about equal to our fig-tree, and it bears a fruit like a bean, with a stone inside. When the fruit is ripe, they strain it through cloths; the juice which runs off is black and thick, and is called by the natives “aschy”. They lap this up with their tongues, and also mix it with milk for a drink; while they make the lees, which are solid, into cakes, and eat them instead of meat; for they have but few sheep in their country, in which there is no good pasturage …Thus far, therefore, the land is known; but beyond the bald-headed men lies a region of which no one can give any exact account. Lofty and precipitous mountains, which are never crosssed, bar further progress. The bald men say, but it does not seem to me credible, that the people who live in these mountains have feet like goats; and that after passing them you find another race of men, who sleep during one half of the year. This latter statement appears to me quite unworthy of credit. The region east of the bald-headed men is well known to be inhabited by the Issedonians, but the tract that lies to the north of these two nations is entirely unknown, except by the accounts which they give of it…The regions beyond are known only from the accounts of the Issedonians, by whom the stories are told of the one-eyed race of men and the gold-guarding griffins. These stories are received by the Scythians from the Issedonians, and by them passed on to us Greeks: whence it arises that we give the one-eyed race the Scythian name of Arimaspi, “arima” being the Scythic word for “one”, and “spû” for “the eye”.’

BANSHEE

This is a supernatural being in Irish and other Gaelic folklore, sometimes called ‘the woman of the fairies’. Her screaming or lamentation in the night is thought to presage either the death of a family member or of the person who heard the banshee’s cries. Sometimes the banshee takes the form of an old woman who walks under the windows of the house of the person who is soon to die. In Ireland it is believed that banshees only warn families of pure Irish descent. The Welsh counterpart, the ‘gwrach y Rhibyn’ (the Rhibyn witch), visits only families of pure Welsh stock.
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BASIL THE BULGAR-SLAYER

Basil Bulgaroktonos ruled the Eastern Roman Empire from Byzantium from 976–1025 CE. Basil oversaw the expansion of the Byzantine empire’s eastern frontier, and the final and complete subjugation of Bulgaria, the empire’s foremost European enemy. At his death, the empire stretched from southern Italy to the Caucasus, and from the Danube to the borders of Palestine, its greatest territorial extent since the Muslim conquests of four centuries earlier. The Bulgars began raiding Byzantine lands on Basil’s accession in 976. Basil permitted the escape of his captive, Boris II of Bulgaria, hoping that the resulting internal power struggle would weaken the Bulgars. Basil then invaded in 986, besieging Sofia, but retreated and was badly defeated at the Battle of the Gates of Trajan. Samuel I of Bulgaria consolidated his victory, taking lands from the Adriatic to the Black Sea and raiding Greece. From 1000, Basil was able to focus entirely upon the Bulgarian threat, and from that year onward was continually fighting in Bulgarian territories. Samuel became isolated in his core territories in the mountains of western Macedonia, and was defeated in 1009 near Thessaloniki. In 1014, after 15 years of war, Basil outmanoeuvred the Bulgar army at the Battle of Kleidion, and Samuel only just escaped. Basil was said to have captured 15,000 prisoners and blinded 99 of every 100 men. This left just 150 men to lead them back to their ruler. Samuel was physically struck down by the sight of his blinded army, and he died two days later after suffering a stroke. This incident gave rise to Basil’s nickname of Bulgaroktonos, ‘the Bulgar-slayer’. Because of Basil’s cruelty, the Bulgars fought on for four more years but finally submitted in 1018.

[image: Image]

BÁTHORY, COUNTESS ELIZABETH – THE BLOOD COUNTESS (1560–1614)

Countess Elizabeth Báthory de Ecsed is remembered as the ‘Bloody Lady of Čachtice’, so named after her castle in Slovakia. The countess was said to have been very beautiful in her youth, but as time ravaged her features she turned to ‘witchcraft’ to retain her youth. Her assistant, Dorka, told her that she would regain her beauty if she bathed in the blood of virgins at the ‘magical hour’ of 4 o’clock in the morning. The remedy did not work, so Dorka told the countess that she should torture the girls and let their blood splash over her face for the spell to work. Locals girls were abducted, tortured and killed. The people of the village below her castle lived in fear of the countess, but were too frightened to take action. Her assistants were brought to trial, and found guilty of torturing and murdering 80 young girls. Two of the countess’ female servants were sentenced to have their fingernails ripped out and then be burned at the stake. Elizabeth Báthory, however, because of her lineage, was neither tried nor convicted but remained under house arrest walled up in a set of rooms in Čachtice Castle, where she was found dead four years later. Since then she has been identified with Vlad the Impaler and been called ‘Countess Dracula’, the ‘Blood Countess’ and the like. She was one of the leading nobility of Transylvania, and as a Protestant was opposed to the Catholic Habsburg Holy Roman Emperor. Emperor Matthias had pressed for a death sentence, as he owed her family money, and upon her death he was able to confiscate her possessions and wealth.
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BOA SR – THE LAST OF AN ANCIENT TRIBE

The last member of a unique tribe which had inhabited the Andaman Islands 750 miles (1200 km) off India for 65,000 years died in February 2010. Boa Sr was the last member of the Bo, one of the ten Great Andamanese tribes considered indigenous inhabitants. Aged 85, she was the last speaker of the Bo language, which was distinct from those of the other Great Andamanese tribes, but had been unable to converse in her own language for some years since the penultimate Bo survivor had died. The last king of the Bo died in 2005. Boa Sr had survived the 2004 tsunami, which killed over 3500 of the islanders, and felt jealous of the neighbouring Jarawa tribe who lived in the forest away from settlers. The 200-300 Jarawa live in nomadic bands hunting pigs and lizards, with little contact with the outside world. The Onge of Little Andaman Island number only around 100 people. The Sentinelese live on their own island of North Sentinel and have no contact with outsiders. After the 2004 tsunami they were photographed firing arrows at a helicopter that was trying to assist them.



Sawney Bean

One of the strangest stories in Europe – but a true one – concerns a cannibal family which terrorized part of the Ayrshire coast in Scotland in the 15th century, committing mass murder on a terrible scale. The family of some 48 members, headed by Sawney Bean, practised incest, and also captured and ate passing travellers. They were found hiding in a sea cave full of pickled body parts and booty they had taken from their victims. The family members were taken to Edinburgh, where the men were burned alive without trial. The women and children had their hands and feet cut off and bled to death. Their victims may have numbered over 1000 people.



BOGEYMEN AND BLACK MEN AND LULUS AND COCOS

In many countries the ‘bogeyman’ or ‘boogyman’ is a ghostly monster of which children are scared. He is imagined as hiding behind a bedroom door or under the bed. In Holland he is thought to hide under water. The term has become a metaphor for something or someone of which we have an irrational fear. Even sports fans refer to a ‘bogey team’ which their side always has difficulty in beating. Parents often use the bogeyman as a way to discipline misbehaving children, or children who bite their nails, suck their thumbs etc., telling them that ‘The bogeyman will get you!’ Some believe that the word originated with a fear of ‘Old Boney’, Napoleon Bonaparte, who was nicknamed the ‘Boneyman’ by the British. Others believe that its origin lies in the Middle English ‘bugge’ or Scottish ‘bogle’ or Welsh ‘bwg’ meaning hobgoblin or ghost. Again, the Bugis pirates of the Straits of Malacca may have been called ‘bugismen’ by returning sailors. The most accepted origin for bogeyman as a devil links it to the Slavic ‘bog’ (god). English cognates were bugabow, bugaboo, bugbear and boggle-bo, names that used to designate the pagan image carried in a procession to the Maypole (q.v.) for May Day games. ‘Humbug’ came from the Norse ‘hum’ (night) and bog or bogey, originally meaning a night spirit. If you do not believe in something fantastical, you may say ‘Humbug!’ The word ‘bug,’ from the Welsh bwg (spirit), was applied to insects because of the belief that insects were souls in search of rebirth. Other words derived from bog are the Scottish bogle, Yorkshire boggart, English Pug, Pouke and Puck, Irish Pooka and Welsh Pwcca. From the Danish derivation Spoge and Swedish Spoka, we have spook.
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In Germany the bogeyman is known as der Schwarze Mann (the Black Man), as he hides in dark places like forests at night, or in a bedroom cupboard or under the bed in the dark. In Italy, the bogeyman’s equivalent is also ‘l’uomo nero’ (the black man), a tall man wearing a heavy black coat, with a black hood or hat which hides his face. Sometimes, parents will knock loudly under the table, pretending that someone is knocking at the door, and saying: ‘Here comes l’uomo nero! He must know that there’s a child here who doesn’t want to drink his soup!’ L’uomo nero is not supposed to eat or harm children, but rather takes them away to a mysterious and frightening place. In Iran, naughty children are warned to be afraid of the Lulu-Khorkhore (the bogeyman who eats everything up) to make them finish their meals. The Spanish bogeyman is known as El Cuco or El Coco, a shapeless figure, sometimes a hairy monster, that eats children who misbehave when they are told to go to bed. Parents will sing lullabies or tell rhymes to the children warning them that if they don’t sleep, El Coco will come and get them. The rhyme originated in the 17th century and has evolved over the years, but it still retains its original meaning. The term is also used in Spanish-speaking Latin American countries. In Sweden the bogeyman is referred to as Monstret under sängen which essentially means ‘the monster under the bed’.

BOYLE, ROBERT (1627–91) AND PREDICTIONS OF THE FUTURE

A founder member of the Royal Society in 1660 and a contemporary of Isaac Newton, this remarkable scientist asked an assistant to write down his hopes and predictions for the future. At a time when the average lifespan was 40, Boyle forecast far greater longevity, and ‘the Recovery of Youth, or at least some of the Marks of it, such as new Teeth, new Hair coloured as in Youth.’ Almost all of his 24 predictions have come true, such as ‘A Ship to sail with All Winds, and A Ship not to be Sunk’; ‘Freedom from Necessity of much Sleeping exemplified by the Operation of Tea and what happens in Mad-Men’; ‘Potent Drugs to alter or Exalt Imagination, Waking, Memory, and other functions, and appease Pain, procure innocent Sleep, harmless Dreams, etc.’; ‘The making Armour light and extremely hard’; ‘The Acceleration of things out of Seed’; ‘The practicable and certain way of finding Longitudes’; ‘The Art of Flying’; and ‘The Cure of Diseases at a distance or at least by Transplantation.’

THE BRAHAN SEER (c.1650–c.1677)

The Brahan Seer from Uig on the Isle of Lewis was probably known in Gaelic as Coinneach Odhar. He is thought to have been a Mackenzie, born on lands owing to the Seaforths. Having become famous as a diviner, he was invited to work as a labourer for the 3rd earl of Seaforth, Kenneth Mackenzie, at Brahan Castle near Dingwall. He is thought to have used a stone with a hole in the middle to conjure up his visions. He was said to have predicted the bloody Battle of Culloden. He foresaw that Strathpeffer would be full of crowds seeking health and pleasure. With the discovery of mineral springs in 18th century, it did indeed became a popular spa. According to one source, the Brahan Seer predicted that Bonar Bridge over the Kyle of Sutherland would be ‘swept away under a flock of sheep’. On 29 January 1892 the bridge was swept away by a flood. Eyewitnesses ‘likened the foam-current to a densely packed flock of sheep’.
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He said that if five churches were built in Strathpeffer, ships would anchor themselves to their spires. Shortly after the First World War, an airship’s grapnel became entangled in a spire, fulfilling that prophecy. The Seer forecast that when five bridges spanned the River Ness in Inverness that there would be worldwide chaos. In August 1939 there were five bridges over the Ness and the Second World War started.

He also predicted that when there were nine bridges that there would be fire, flood and calamity. The ninth bridge was built in 1987 and in 1988 the Piper Alpha oil rig disaster occurred. His most remarkable prediction seems to be, ‘One day ships will sail round the back of Tomnahurich Hill’. In his day, there was already a passage for shipping using the River Ness, but it was on the opposite side of the hill from today’s great Caledonian Canal which bisects Scotland and which was completed in 1822. The Seer made four prophecies regarding Fairburn, at least three of which are reputed to have been fulfilled. According to one prophecy, ‘The day will come when the Mackenzies of Fairburn shall lose their entire possessions; their castle will become uninhabited and a cow shall give birth to a calf in the uppermost chamber of the tower.’ This apparently heralded the demise of the Mackenzies of Kintail and Seaforth. In 1851, the now-ruined Fairburn Tower was being used by a farmer to store hay, and a cow gave birth in the garret. It is believed that the animal, following a trail of hay, entered the tower, climbed to the top and got stuck. Both the cow and the calf were taken down five days later, allowing enough time for people to come and see the prophecy fulfilled. Unfortunately he further predicted that the absent earl of Seaforth was having extramarital sex with one or more women in Paris. Lady Seaforth was incensed, and had the Seer burnt to death in a spiked tar barrel at Chanonry Point. The date of the execution may have in 1677 as a ‘Keanoch Odhar’ was prosecuted for witchcraft in that year, and the 3rd earl of Seaforth died in 1678. From the barrel he shouted to the crowd that the line of the Seaforths would come to an end with a deaf earl whose sons would die before him. He yelled that the gift lands of the estate would be sold and the line become extinct when there were four great contemporary lords with certain physical defects. The four were Sir Hector Mackenzie of Gairloch (buck-toothed); Chisholm of Chisholm (hare-lipped and squint-eyed); MacLeod of Raasay (who stammered) and Grant of Grant (halfwitted). Lord Seaforth’s last surviving son died in 1814, around the time that the earl sold certain gift lands.

CAGLIOSTRO, COUNT (1743–95) – THE ‘DEMON OF HELL’

The Comte de St-Germain (q.v.) called Cagliostro ‘the demon of hell’. Cagliostro’s biographer Iain McCalman (2003) noted Cagliostro’s enemies: ‘Casanova, the greatest lover of the age, was bitterly jealous of him; Catherine the Great, Empress of Russia, wanted to strangle him; Johann von Goethe, the most revered of Germany’s writers, was driven almost mad by hatred of him; King Louis XVI of France persecuted him as a dangerous revolutionary; Queen Marie-Antoinette wanted him locked permanently in the Bastille for involving her in a diamond necklace swindle; and Pope Pius VI accused him of threatening the survival of the Catholic church.’ He was born Giuseppe Balsamo in Palermo, Italy. In a Benedictine monastery he discovered a talent for medicine and chemistry, but later ran away and joined a band of ‘vagabonds’. Aged 17, he became interested in the dark arts of alchemy and the occult. He convinced a goldsmith named Marano that he could transmute base metals, and asked for 60 ounces of gold to prove it. Cagliostro’s colleagues beat up the goldsmith and the newly rich Cagliostro took the money and travelled throughout the world, visiting Egypt, Greece, Persia, Rhodes, India and Ethiopia, studying the occult and acquiring alchemical knowledge. Back in Naples in 1768 he opened a casino in order to cheat rich foreign travellers out of their money, but he was forced to leave the city. In Rome, he became a doctor but was suspected of heresy by the Inquisition and forced to decamp to Spain with his new wife. Returning to Palermo, he was arrested for cheating the goldsmith Marano, but after defrauding an alchemist of a huge sum of money, he escaped to England. Here he met the Comte de St-Germain, who initiated him into freemasonry and gave Cagliostro recipes for the elixirs of youth and immortality. Cagliostro now established Egyptian Rite Masonic Lodges in England, Germany, Russia and France. He went to Paris in 1772, selling medicines and elixirs and holding séances. Louis XVI became interested, and was entertained by the count who held magic suppers to please the court at Versailles. Cagliostro was a favourite of the French court, but in 1785 he was involved in the Affair of the Diamond Necklace, one of the major scandals that led to the French Revolution in 1789. The scandal concerned a plot to defraud a jeweller of the price of a hugely expensive necklace, and it involved Marie-Antoinette, Cardinal de Rohan and Cagliostro who was held in the Bastille for nine months. Acquitted, he was banished from France and left for England. Here Cagliostro was accused of being Giuseppe Balsamo, which he denied in his published ‘Open Letter to the English People’, forcing a retraction and apology from his accuser. Cagliostro left England for Rome with his wife in late 1789, taking up the practice of medicine and séances once more. However, he attempted to found a Masonic Lodge in Rome, so the Inquisition arrested him in 1791. He was imprisoned in the Castel Sant’Angelo in Rome (a wonderful circular tower, which was originally the tomb of Roman Emperor Hadrian) and was tried for the crimes of heresy, magic, conjury and freemasonry. After 18 months of deliberations, the Inquisition sentenced Cagliostro to death, but his sentence was commuted by the pope to life imprisonment.
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Cagliostro attempted to escape, so was sent to solitary confinement in the castle of San Leo near Montefeltro, one of the strongest castles in Europe, where he died on 26 August 1795. The reports of Cagliostro’s death were not believed throughout Europe and only after a report commissioned by Napoleon did people accept the fact of his death. He was an extraordinary forger. In his autobiography, Casanova wrote of an encounter in which Cagliostro was able to forge a letter by Casanova, despite being unable to understand it. Once considered one of the greatest figures in occult, since the late 19th century he has been dismissed by academics as a charlatan.

CASSANDRA’S PROPHECIES

She was the daughter of King Priam of Troy and was loved by the god Apollo, who gave her the gift of prophecy. In return, he expected her favours but she refused him, so he determined that although her prophecies would come true, no-one would believe her. Despite her warnings, Priam allowed her brother Paris to sail for Greece. There he took Helen, wife of Agamemnon, and shipped her back to Troy, so precipitating the terrible Trojan War. Cassandra warned the Trojans not to allow the Trojan Horse into the city, but was again ignored. This led to the destruction of Troy. Sheltering from the Greeks in the Temple of Athena, she was raped on its altar by Ajax, then was taken as a slave and concubine by Agamemnon. According to Aeschylus, just before her death she pronounced a curse of bloodshed to overtake the royal line of Agamemnon, the so-called ‘Curse of the House of Atreus’.

DEE, JOHN (1527–1608) – THE ORIGINAL ‘BLACK JACK’, ‘THE MAGUS OF HIS AGE’

Ieuan Ddu, John Dee, Black Jack, the man who became Elizabeth I’s tutor, was a respected figure at court who was also a noted mathematician, antiquary, astronomer, philosopher, geographer, propagandist, astrologer and spy. John Dee was better known in Wales as a magician and practitioner of the Black Arts than as a court adviser to Queen Elizabeth. Dee moved to Louvain (Leuven) in Flanders as he believed that the discipline of English humanism was not scientific enough, and he made contact there with some of the finest minds in mathematics and geography, such as Mercator, Ortelius and Gemma Phrysius. He then lectured in mathematics at Paris ‘to enormous acclaim’ when he was 23, and in 1551 returned to the court of Edward VI.



Cambyses II and the Lost Army

This King of Persia conquered Egypt in 525 BCE. Herodotus records that he sent an army of 50,000 men to take the Oracle of Amun at the Siwa Oasis in western Egypt. When they were halfway there, it appears that there was a great sandstorm, and no trace of the army has ever been found.

[image: Image]



‘An astounding polymath… the lectures of this twenty-three-year-old at Paris were a sensation; he was to be courted by princes all over Europe. He returned to England with navigational devices like the balestila or cross-staff, was taken up by the Queen, the retinue of the Earl of Leicester and the Sidneys, and was at the heart of the Elizabethan Renaissance.’ By the skin of his teeth he escaped the Marian persecution of Protestants. Upon the accession of ‘Bloody Mary’ in 1553 Dee was accused of ‘using enchantments against the queen’s life’ and imprisoned at Hampton Court. Dee noted in his translation of Euclid’s Elements that he was always regarded as ‘a companion of the hellhounds, a caller and a conjurer of wicked and damned spirits’. In 1555 Dee was freed by an act of the Privy Council and was taken into the heart of Queen Elizabeth’s court. He is said to have been the model for both Shakespeare’s character Prospero and Marlowe’s Faust. ‘With his remarkable library at Mortlake, [Dee] became the thinker behind most of the ventures of the English in their search for the North-East and North-West Passages to Cathay, pouring out treatises, maps, instructions, in his characteristic blend of technology, science, imperialism, speculation, fantasy and the occult.’ Dee invented the term ‘the British Empire’ for Queen Elizabeth in 1576 to prove her right to North America, which had been ‘discovered’ by the Welsh prince Madog ap Owain Gwynedd in 1170 (i.e. the Brythonic Celts, or the British, were the founders of her empire). Dee claimed Scandinavia, the Arctic and America for Elizabeth, using the Madoc story to justify the American claims. Dee also advised Drake upon his circumnavigation, and planned a Northwest Passage with the explorer Humphrey Gilbert.
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In 1581 Dee began to search for the ‘Philosopher’s Stone’ and to experiment with crystalomancy (crystal gazing), a mode of divination using a glass globe or a clear pool of water (the method that Nostradamus also used to compose his quatrains). According to his diary on 25 May 1581 Dee first saw spirits while crystal gazing, and during the following year he saw a vision of the angel Uriel, who gave him a convex piece of crystal that would allow communication with the spirit world. After developing further interests in spiritualism and alchemy, a London mob sacked his fabulous library of 4000 books and over 70 manuscripts in 1583 after denouncing it as the den of a black magician. Dee now disappeared to Bohemia, Prague and Poland from 1584–9. In 1587–8 Dee was spreading prophecies from Prague about ‘the imminent fall of a mighty kingdom and fearsome storms’. These reached the Vatican via Dee’s patron, the Emperor Rudolph, and were reprinted across Holland, undermining the morale of its Spanish occupying army. Dee’s exultant letter to Queen Elizabeth on the Spanish Armada’s defeat in 1588 justifies his predictions. However, her successor James I later refused Dee’s petition to clear him of the slander that he was ‘a conjuror or caller or invocator of spirits’. While Dee sometimes brought suspicion on himself because of his prodigious intelligence and occult practices, the whispering campaign against him arose because of a wonderful stage device in the Cambridge production of an Aristophanes play. People saw his scientific brilliance as proof of collusion with occult forces. The Dictionary of Welsh Biography states: ‘…it would seem certain that if he had adhered to pure science and steered clear of the esoteric or occult, he would rank amongst the foremost British pioneers of science’. Most of his 79 treatises remain in manuscript, but his works on hieroglyphics were published across Europe, and his Diary in England after his death. Dee prepared an edition of Robert Recorde’s mathematical studies, Recorde being a fellow-Welshman and inventor of the ‘equals’ (=) sign. Dee is credited with making the calculations that would enable England to adopt the Gregorian calendar, and championed the preservation and the collection of historic documents. Dr Dee was a great astronomer and mathematician and one of the first modern scientists. Interestingly, he was also one of the last serious alchemists, necromancers and crystal gazers.

THE DOGON AND ‘THE SIRIUS MYSTERY’

The Sirius Mystery is a 1976 book by Robert K.G. Temple, in which he describes the extraordinary knowledge of the Dogon tribe of Mali in west Africa. The tribe was apparently aware for centuries that Sirius, the ‘Dog Star’, was orbited by a white dwarf neighbour that is invisible to the naked eye, and was only recently discovered. Temple believes that this knowledge of the Dogon tribe is 5000 years old, and also was known to the ancient Egyptians in the pre-dynastic times prior to 3200 BCE, so that the Dogon people could be partially descended from them. There are about 400,000–800,000 Dogon living in Mali, south of the River Niger. They believe that the brightest star, Sirius (sigui toloor, star of the sigui), has two companion stars, Digitaria (po tolo) and Sorghum (the female star emme ya tolo). When Digitaria is closest to Sirius, it is brightest, and when at its furthest away, every 60 years, it twinkles like several stars. Sirius B is totally invisible to the naked eye, and ‘digitaria’ means the smallest grain of sand known to the Dogon. The existence of Sirius B had only been inferred through mathematical calculations undertaken in 1844. The Dogon’s highest god is the creator, Amma, worshipped once a year (the Egyptians had a major deity called Amon). The Dogon’s most important ceremony is the Sigui, which happens every 50 years, the same cycle as governs sigui toloor, the white dwarf Sirius B. Recently, some astronomers have postulated that there is a third star next to the binary stars of Sirius A and Sirius B.

DOPPELGÄNGER

This frightening image seen at a window, or caught out of the corner of your eye, could be your own. It is your ‘double’, or doppelgänger (from the German for double-goer or double-walker), the sight of which can foretell your imminent death. It is sometimes described as the soul embodied, sometimes an astral projection or an aura, and presents itself as a warning. Queen Elizabeth I reportedly saw such a vision of herself lying on her deathbed, pale and still, soon before she died. Goethe and Abraham Lincoln also claimed to have seen their doubles, and when Catherine the Great of Russia saw her own coming toward her, she ordered her soldiers to shoot at it. The poet Percy Bysshe Shelley saw his double shortly before drowning in 1822. It is recorded that Lady Diana Rich, daughter of the earl of Holland, saw her mirror-image double while walking in a garden a month before she died of smallpox. Witches, it was long accepted, could project their own doubles and set them loose to do mischief far and wide. As a result, many women were executed as witches even though it could be proven beyond a shadow of a doubt that they were somewhere else entirely when the barn burned down, the cow died or whatever else had happened with which they were charged.

[image: Image]

An old Halloween custom holds that if a young girl lights two candles before a mirror while eating an apple, she will see in the mirror the ghostly image of her future husband, staring back at her as if from over her shoulder. If she is brave enough to venture out to a graveyard, and walk all the way around it 12 times, she will meet the double itself. The old custom of covering all the mirrors in a house where a death has just occurred is to prevent anyone from seeing the aura, or double, of the deceased. Under different names, such as the ‘fetch’ in England and Ireland (the double has come to ‘fetch’ you to death) the double is known all over the world. The Egyptians believed that the soul had a double called the ka. Upon death the ka resided in the tomb along with the corpse, while the soul went to the underworld. A special part of the tomb was called ‘the house of ka’, which was reserved for the double, where the priest ministered to it with food, drink and funerary offerings.

EARHART, AMELIA – HER MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE

The first woman to fly the Atlantic, Earhart set off on a round-the-world flight with navigator Fred Noonan in 1937, and had completed all but 7000 miles (11,265 km) of her 29,000-mile (46,670-km) journey. The next leg was from Papua New Guinea to a tiny atoll named Howland Island where a runway had been constructed and a US Navy coastguard cutter was stationed to provide radio guidance. Poor radio contact eventually broke up and the cutter headed northwest to search for the missing aircraft. For 16 days a huge search and rescue operation was mobilized by the US Navy, scouring deserted islands. The most prevalent theory is that she was operating as an American spy, passing over Japanese-held territory. Photographs of her were found on the island of Saipan in 1944, and an army sergeant claimed he had seen US marines guarding her plane, which was later burned. A marine gunner was shown her grave on the neighbouring island of Tinian in 1944 and told that she and Noonan had been shot as spies. It is thought that rather than admit it had used this famous heroine as a spy, the US government covered up the facts. Equally the Japanese would not admit to another war crime, so complied with the cover-up. Another theory is that the plane ran short of fuel and the aviators landed on the uninhabited island of Nikumaroro, starving to death when no rescue ship could find them.



Fairies

These are supernatural beings and spirits that can be either good or bad. Some think they exist in a realm between heaven and earth, and others that they dwell on earth. They appear in various shapes and are dressed in different ways. For instance, a dwarf creature might have green clothes and hair, live underground or in stone heaps and exercise magical powers to benevolent ends. A fairy might be a tiny, delicate, feminine creature dressed in white clothing, which lives in a fairyland, and has benevolent intentions towards humans.

The Irish leprechaun usually wears a cocked hat and apron and can be either good or bad. A tiny cobbler by trade, his tapping makes others aware of his presence, and he may possess a hidden crock of gold, the whereabouts of which he is not about to divulge unless his capturer threatens him with bodily harm. The belief in fairies is ancient, and their many forms include Sanskrit gandharva (semidivine celestial musicians), the nymphs of the Greeks, the jinns of Arabia mythology, brownies, goblins, dwarves, elves, trolls, goblins, pookas et al.

King James I, in his book of witchcraft, ‘Daemonologie’, named Diana the goddess of witches, and also the queen of fairies. Oberon, the name of the king of fairies, also was the name of a demon summoned by magicians.
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FREDERICK WILHELM II (1688–1740) AND THE ‘POTSDAM GIANTS’

This king of Prussia (from 1713) built up an army of 40,000 foreign mercenaries. He loved very tall soldiers, who comprised his regiment of the ‘Grand Grenadiers of Potsdam’. The grenadiers had to be at least 6 Prussian feet tall, about 6 feet 2 inches (1.88 m), and they came from all over Europe. The king needed several hundred recruits each year. The king trained and drilled his own regiment every day. He liked to paint their portraits from memory. He tried to show them to foreign visitors and dignitaries to impress them. Sometimes he would cheer himself up by ordering them to march before him, even if he was in his sickbed. This procession, which included the entire regiment, was led by their mascot, a bear. He never risked his ‘giants’ in battle, and told the French ambassador that ‘the most beautiful girl or woman in the world would be a matter of indifference to me, but tall soldiers – they are my weakness.’

THE GREEN MAN

This is the legendary pagan deity who roams the woodlands of Europe, possibly a remnant of the animistic beliefs of the Celts and druids. He is often depicted as a horned man peering out of a mask of foliage, usually made of the sacred oak. He is known by other names such as ‘Green Jack’, ‘Jack-in the Green’ and ‘Green George’, and represents the spirits of trees, plants and foliage. It is believed he has rainmaking powers to foster livestock with lush meadows. He is sometimes seen in church decorations in Britain.
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HENRI IV AND LOUIS XIV

Henri IV was the 14th king of France and Navarre (following the extinction of the family of Navarre), and he was born on 14 December 1553 (1+5+5+3 = 14). His wife Marguerite de Valois was born on 14 May 1553 (again totalling 14). There are 14 letters in his name Henri de Bourbon. He won a great victory at Ivry on 14 March 1590, but on 14 May of that year a huge demonstration was held against him in Paris. Gregory XIV placed a papal ban on the king, who was assassinated on 14 May 1610 in Paris. Louis XIV came to the throne in 1643 (1+6+4+3 = 14), and died in 1715 (=14), living for 77 years (=14). His birth date of 1638 and death date of 1715 add together to make 3353, the sum of these figures adding up to 14.

THE HOLY BLOOD

The only real evidence we have about the family of Jesus of Nazareth comes from the New Testament, and it is contradictory in places. Nevertheless, all the sources agree that the mother of Jesus was called Mary, that she was married to Joseph (although the story of the virgin birth would mean that Joseph was not the father of Jesus). We also read that Jesus had at least four brothers (James ‘the Just’, Joses, Simon and Judah) and at least two sisters. None of the sources (whether canonical or otherwise) indicates that Jesus was married and only a few apocryphal texts suggest that there was anything special about Jesus’ relationship with Mary Magdalene. Proponents of a bloodline stretching from Christ believe that he married Mary Magdalene. According to the historian Hegesippus (c. 110–180 CE), as quoted by Eusebius (c.260–340 CE), descendants of Jesus’ brothers continued to lead the Jerusalem church until the early second century CE. Any other relations named by modern authors are nothing more than speculation.
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HUBBARD, L. RON AND THE BEST OPENING LINE TO A BOOK ON BELIEF

‘The creation of Dianetics is a milestone for man comparable to his discovery of fire and superior to his invention of the wheel and the arch.’ (L. Ron Hubbard, Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health, 1950). Hubbard’s first article on dianetics was published in Amazing Science Fiction in 1950, and the Church of Scientology disseminates his work. The best-known scientologists are Tom Cruise and John Travolta. In the above book, Lafayette Ronald Hubbard tells us: ‘It is well accepted that life in all forms evolved from the basic building blocks: the virus and the cell.’ He develops this into a theory of evolution in his 1952 title A History of Man. Each cell in our bodies has a memory dating back to our evolutionary inception, and it remembers each trauma of our forefathers, which is the source of our psychological weaknesses. Trillions of years ago a cosmic impact created a single-cell organism known as a Helper. The next evolutionary step for man was the Clam, a ‘scalloped-lipped creature’. Among its traumas was ‘to get its shell stuck open and be unable to shut it.’ Then came another shell, a Weeper which had ‘two pumping tubes’ to allow transition from sea to land, and these tubes evolved into eyes. Next we evolved into defenceless sloths, then into Piltdown Man, and then into mankind as we know it. The next stage in the lives of believers in Hubbard’s religion of Scientology is to become a Thetan, but I am afraid it is too late for this evolved sloth.

IBN BATTUTA (1304–68 or 1377) AND THE CHINESE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA

Abu Abdullah Muhammad Ibn Abdullah Al Lawati Al Tanji Ibn Battuta was a Moroccan Berber scholar and Sunni Islamic judge, who covered 73,000 miles (117,000 km) as a traveller and explorer. These journeys covered almost all of the known Islamic world and beyond, including Europe, Africa, India and China. His account was A Gift to Those Who Contemplate the Wonders of Cities and the Marvels of Traveling, often simply referred to as the Rihla or Journey. He tells of a conversation with a Chinese captain in Zanzibar, who told him that he had made in his youth a voyage to ‘a land of gold… so many days east of China they were unaccountable’. The Chinese expedition brought back gold and silver from a place of high mountains and a holy lake. This may be Peru and Lake Titicaca – where else east of China could it be?

THE IMMORTAL WOMAN

Henrietta Lacks, a 31-year-old black woman from Virginia, was killed by extremely aggressive cervical cancer in Baltimore in 1951. Unknown to her family, a piece of her tumour was given to the head of tissue culture research at the hospital. Scientists had been trying to grow human cells and had failed, but Lacks’ cells grew rapidly. Under the codename HeLa, they were sent to laboratories around the world, quickly becoming a primary tool for medical research and being used for the development of cancer treatments, the polio vaccine and countless other conditions. They have been sent into space and blown up in nuclear explosions, and there are now tons of Henrietta Lacks’ fast-growing cells to be found across the world.

LAZARUS – THE RETURN FROM THE DEAD

Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, and such an occurrence is a rare but well-documented phenomenon, now known in medical textbooks as ‘Lazarus Syndrome’. Its causes are not well understood, but at least 25 times since 1982 it has been recorded that a heart has spontaneously restarted after failed attempts at resuscitation. In the United States in 2008 the heart of Velma Thomas stopped beating three times, and she lay clinically brain dead for 17 hours. Her son left the hospital to make funeral arrangements. Ten minutes after her life support mechanism was shut down, doctors were preparing to remove her organs for donation when the 59-year-old woke up.
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LEONARDO DA VINCI (1452–1519) – THE TRUE RENAISSANCE MAN and THE END OF THE WORLD

Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci’s achievements encompassed both the world of art and the world of the sciences. He was a painter, sculptor, architect, mathematician, botanist, geologist, anatomist, cartographer, writer, musician, engineer, inventor and scientist, the epitome of the ‘Renaissance Man’. He was an illegitimate child of the Florentine notary, Piero da Vinci, and a peasant woman, Caterina. In his adolescence Leonardo became an apprentice in one of the most acclaimed studios in Italy. He stayed there until 1483, when he left for Milan. In that city he was called upon by Duke Ludovico Sforza to construct an equestrian statue in honour of Sforza’s father. It was here that he completed an early masterpiece, the Madonna of the Rocks. Leonardo was also a great engineer and inventor. There were many instances when Leonardo was commissioned by the government to design elaborate state buildings or churches, or to conceive of new armaments that would take an enemy by surprise. He was also was one of the greatest scientific minds ever to have lived. Huge numbers of observations and experiments were executed and recorded in his sketches. There are elaborate, detailed drawings of bone and muscle structure, organ-system observations, and anatomical studies. He is widely revered as one of the greatest painters of all time and the most diversely talented person ever to have lived. Two of his works, the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper, are probably the most famous paintings in the world, along with his contemporary Michelangelo’s Creation of Adam. His drawing of a hillside waterfall near his home in Tuscany, painted in August 1473, is the earliest pure landscape study in Western art, the first surviving example of an artist choosing the natural world as his sole subject rather than using it as a backdrop to a mythological or religious scene. Leonardo even conceptualized a design for a helicopter, a tank, the calculator, solar power, the submarine, the double hull and many other inventions of engineering.
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Legend has it that King Francis I of France, who had become a close friend, was at his side when he died, cradling Leonardo’s head in his arms. Twenty years after Leonardo’s death, King Francis was reported by the goldsmith and sculptor Benvenuto Cellini as saying: ‘There had never been another man born in the world who knew as much as Leonardo, not so much about painting, sculpture and architecture, as that he was a very great philosopher.’ Sabrina Sforza Galitzia, a Vatican researcher, believes that there are clues in Leonardo’s The Last Supper mural that indicate that the world will end on 1 November 4006. The central half-moon window contains a mathematical and archaeological puzzle in which he foresaw the end in a ‘universal flood’, which would mark ‘a new start for humanity.’
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LEPRECHAUN

This Irish fairy usually appears as a solitary old man, the size of a small child, dressed in a red or green coat. He enjoys making mischief. Leprechauns spend their time making and mending shoes, and store away all their coins in a hidden pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. If ever captured by a human, the leprechaun has the magical power to grant three wishes in exchange for his release. Popular depiction shows the leprechaun as being no taller than a small child. Stories of ‘the little people’ appear across the world, spanning the centuries since recorded history.

Until the 20th century, the leprechaun wore red, not green. Samuel Lover in 1831 wrote: ‘… quite a beau in his dress, notwithstanding, for he wears a red square-cut coat, richly laced with gold, and inexpressible of the same, cocked hat, shoes and buckles.’ W.B. Yeats tells us that solitary fairies, like the leprechaun, wear red jackets, whereas the ‘trooping fairies’ wear green. The leprechaun’s jacket has seven rows of buttons with seven buttons to each row. On the western coast, the red jacket is covered by a frieze one, and in Ulster the creature wears a cocked hat, and when he is up to anything unusually mischievous, he leaps on to a wall and spins, balancing himself on the point of the hat with his heels in the air. David McAnally gave the best description: ‘He is about three feet high, and is dressed in a little red jacket or roundabout, with red breeches buckled at the knee, gray or black stockings, and a hat, cocked in the style of a century ago, over a little, old, withered face. Round his neck is an Elizabethan ruff, and frills of lace are at his wrists. On the wild west coast, where the Atlantic winds bring almost constant rains, he dispenses with ruff and frills and wears a frieze overcoat over his pretty red suit, so that, unless on the lookout for the cocked hat, ye might pass a Leprechawn on the road and never know it’s himself that’s in it at all.’ He also stated that the Northern Leprechaun or Logheryman wore a ‘military red coat and white breeches, with a broad-brimmed, high, pointed hat, on which he would sometimes stand upside down.’ The Lurigadawne of Tipperary wore an ‘antique slashed jacket of red, with peaks all round and a jockey cap, also sporting a sword, which he uses as a magic wand’. The Luricawne of Kerry was a ‘fat, pursy little fellow whose jolly round face rivals in redness the cut-a-way jacket he wears, that always has seven rows of seven buttons in each row’. The Cluricawne of Monaghan wore ‘a swallow-tailed evening coat of red with green vest, white breeches, black stockings, shiny shoes, and a long cone hat without a brim, sometimes used as a weapon’.
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WILLIAM LILLY (1602–81) AND THE FORETELLING OF THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON

Lilly was the foremost English astrologer of the 17th century, and he began studying astrology in 1632. In 1641 he launched a professional practice and soon became heavily involved on the Parliamentary side in the English Civil War. It was said that if King Charles I could have persuaded Lilly to his side, he would have been worth a half a dozen regiments. Lilly published many astrological almanacs and in 1647 wrote Christian Astrology, the most definitive work on horary astrology ever produced in English. It remains popular even today and has never gone out-of-print. He is perhaps most famous for predicting in 1651 the outbreak of the Great Plague and Great Fire of London of 1666. After the Restoration, Lilly was repeatedly investigated as a Parliamentary supporter, and was hauled before a Parliamentary committee in 1666 when aged 64. He was asked ‘if you can say anything as to the cause of the late fire, or whether there might be any design therein’, as he was suspected of starting it. Lilly blamed ‘the finger of God’ for the tragedy, and was set free. He continued his thriving astrological practice and died on 9 June 1681.

LÓPEZ, FRANCISCO SOLANO (1826–70), THE MADDEST SOUTH AMERICAN DICTATOR

López succeeded his father Carlos as president, effectively dictator, of little, land-locked Paraguay. He bought himself an exact replica of Napoleon’s crown, expanded his army, kitting the troops out with Napoleonic army uniforms, and brought a courtesan from Paris to live with him. In the War of the Triple Alliance (1864–70) López took on the might of neighbours Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay. After sacrificing all his best troops against overwhelming odds, he retreated into the interior with thousands of civilian refugees. In 1868, he convinced himself that his Paraguayan supporters had actually formed a conspiracy against his life. Several hundred prominent Paraguayan citizens were seized and executed by his order, including his two brothers, two brothers-in-law, cabinet ministers, judges, prefects, military officers, bishops and priests, and nine-tenths of the civil officers, together with more than 200 foreigners, among them several members of the diplomatic legations (an event known as the San Fernando massacres). During this time he also had his 70-year-old mother flogged and ordered her execution, because she revealed to him that he was born out of wedlock. López also attempted to have himself canonized by the local bishops. In 1870 he proclaimed himself a saint. Twenty-three Paraguayan bishops disputed the canonization and were executed on López’s orders. By the time he was killed, over half the population of Paraguay (more than a quarter of a million people) was dead. Only 28,000 men survived the carnage of the war.

THE LOST TRIBES OF ISRAEL

In 1492 the voyages of Colombus brought news of humans not accounted for in the Bible. Europeans were puzzled where they had come from. The solution was that they were the tribes of Israel which had disappeared with the fall of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah in the middle of the 1st millennium BCE. A Spanish priest, Bartolomé de Las Casas (1484–1566), became a champion of the Native American cause protesting against the carnage carried out by the conquistadores in the West Indies, Peru and Guatemala. Las Casas believed that the Native Americans should be converted to Christianity, as he was convinced that they had originated in Ancient Israel. He believed that the Bible contained the proof that they were members of the Lost Tribes of Israel. Eventually Pope Paul III declared that the Native Americans were ‘fully human’ in 1537.
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A 1644 report (unfortunately fictional) by the Portuguese traveller, António Montezinos, claimed that there was a Jewish tribe living beyond the mountain passes of the Andes, and that he saw them practising Jewish rituals. Thomas Thorowgood’s Jewes in America of 1650 argued for the need to convert these lost tribes. Certain Christian traditions claimed that when the Ten Tribes of Israel were found and restored to the Holy Land, the return of Christ to reign supreme would be imminent. The ‘Ten Lost Tribes of Israel’ disappeared from the Biblical account after the kingdom of Israel was totally destroyed, its people enslaved and exiled by the Assyrian empire. There are various ethnic claimants to be these tribes, e.g. the British/Welsh and the Pashtun. The Bene Ephraim (southern India) claim descent from the Tribe of Ephraim, and the Bnei Menashe (northeast India) claim descent from the lost Tribe of Manasseh. Beta Israel are an ancient group of Ethiopian Jews who believe they are descended from the lost Tribe of Dan. Persian Jews (especially the Bukharan Jews) claim descent from the Tribe of Ephraim and Igbo Jews in Nigeria claim descent variously from the Tribes of Ephraim, Menasseh, Levi, Zebulun and Gad. The Lemba tribe (South Africa) claim to be descendants from a lost tribe of Jews which fled from modern Yemen and journeyed south.

PRINCE MADOC AND THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA

The Daughters of the American Revolution paid for a plaque to be erected at Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay, in 1953. The plaque read: ‘In memory of Prince Madoc, a Welsh explorer, who landed on the shores of Mobile Bay in 1170 and left behind, with the Indians, the Welsh language’. This son of King Owain Gwynedd of north Wales is claimed to have visited America, where he and his followers were assimilated into a tribe on the upper Missouri. This tribe fuelled tales of fair-haired Indians living in round huts and using round coracle-like boats, both of which were common in Wales but unheard of in America at the time. They were also said to speak a language similar to Welsh. On arrival in America, they sailed from Mobile Bay up the great river systems, settling initially in the Georgia/Tennessee/Kentucky area where they built stone forts. They warred with the local Indian tribe, the Cherokee. When they decided to return downriver some time after 1186, they built big boats but they were ambushed trying to negotiate the falls on the Ohio River (where Louisville, Kentucky now stands). A battle took place lasting several days. A truce was eventually called and, after an exchange of prisoners, it was agreed that Madoc and his followers would depart the area never to return. They sailed down river to the Mississippi, which they sailed up until the junction with the Missouri, which they then followed upstream. They settled and integrated with a powerful tribe living on the banks of the Missouri called Mandans. In 1781-2 smallpox, reduced the Mandans, a tribe of 40,000 people, down to 2000 survivors. They partially recovered, increasing their numbers to some 12,000 by 1837, when a similar epidemic almost wiped the tribe out completely. It is recorded that there were only 39 survivors, but the Mandan-Hidatsa claim it was about 200. The survivors were taken in by the Hidatsa who had also been affected by the disease but to a much lesser extent. George Catlin, the American painter, was positive that the Mandans were originally Welsh.
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Magicians and Wizards

People have long believed that some individuals were skilled in hidden or arcane arts and skills. Those who claimed secret knowledge were called magicians or wizards, and often attributed with supernatural powers. Some alchemists could be included in this characterization, dealing in ‘magic’, while others were simply trying to advance the science of chemistry. Magicians were respected and feared, and sometimes prosecuted, depending upon their reputation. In some cultures, they were thought of as shamans or seers. In Egypt, priests were regarded as having magical powers, overseeing the Pharaoh’s passage into the next life. In their lifetimes, men mentioned in this book, the Count of St Germain, John Dee, Nostradamus and Alessandro Cagliostro were regarded as magicians and courted for their powers.

Doctor Faust

The prototype for Doctor Faust was probably the alchemist Johann Georg Faust (c.1480–c.1540), who was accused of practising magic. From 1506 for three decades, he is recorded as performing magic tricks and giving horoscopes. He was variously accounted for as a physician, doctor of philosophy, alchemist, magician and astrologer, and was often accused as a fraud. The church denounced him as a blasphemer in league with the devil. However, in 1520, he received money for carrying out horoscopes for the bishop and town of Bamberg. In 1528 Faust was banished from Ingolstadt, and in 1532 tried to enter Nuremberg, where a junior mayor called him a necromancer and sodomite. In 1536 a professor recommended Faust as a respectable astrologer, and a physician in Worms in 1539 praised Faust’s medical knowledge. Faust allegedly died in an explosion during an alchemical experiment, in which his body was ‘grievously mutilated’, proof that the Devil had tried to collect him.

Faust’s near contemporary in Germany was Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa von Nettesheim (1486–1535). He was regarded as a magician, theologian, occult writer, astrologer and alchemist. In 1510, he finished an early draft of his masterpiece, De occulta philosophia libri tres, a summary of occult thought. He was advised to keep this controversial work secret and it was not published for 20 years. Lecturing in France in 1512, he was denounced as a ‘Judaizing heretic’, which was probably a case of anti-Semitism. Agrippa travelled through France, Germany and Italy, gaining employment variously as a soldier, legal expert, theologian and physician, studying the occult and being constantly denounced because of his opinions. Among his sayings are: ‘Nothing is concealed from the wise and sensible, while the unbelieving and unworthy cannot learn the secrets’ and ‘All things which are similar and therefore connected, are drawn to each other’s power.’
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Gypsy Magic

Roma people are known as gypsies in Britain, stemming from the belief that they came from Egypt, and
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The Man in the Iron Mask





MARINUS OF TYRE (c.70–130 CE) AND THE FORTUNATE ISLES


MERLIN (5th–6th century CE) – ARTHUR’S WIZARD




METHUSELAH AND THE SECRET OF LONG LIFE






Mister Eat-Everything







Mythological Immortals of
the Greek Pantheon


PROTOGENOI – THE FIRST-BORN GODS


NYMPHAE – NYMPHS, THE SPIRITS OF NATURE


DAIMONES – THE SPIRITS OF THE MIND AND BODY


THE THEOI – THE GODS OF NATURE AND ARTS












THE TWELVE GODS OF OLYMPUS – THE OLYMPIAN GODS





THE KING AND QUEEN OF THE DEAD – HADES AND PERSEPHONE




THE SPIRITS OF THE CONSTELLATIONS
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Some Olympian Gods















MOTHER SHIPTON c.1488–1561 – THE GROTESQUE SIBYL OF KNARESBOROUGH



NEPHILIM – THE SONS OF GOD


NOSTRADAMUS (1503–66)



ODD PEOPLE


PARACELSUS (1493–1541) – THE ‘GERMAN HERMES’




POPE JOAN



PRESTER JOHN – FACT OR FICTION?


REICH, WILHELM (1897–1957) AND THE COPERNICAN REVOLUTION


ST-GERMAIN, LE COMTE DE – THE WONDERMAN





THE SILBADORES OF LA GOMERA




The Sibyls and the Sibylline Chronicles





THE SIXTH SENSE




SOUTHCOTT, JOANNA (1750–1814) AND THE BOX OF PROPHECIES



TESLA, NIKOLA (1856–1943) – THE GREATEST INVENTOR SINCE DA VINCI




THOMAS THE RHYMER – TRUE THOMAS (c.1220–c.1297)


THE TIBURTINE SIBYL



TIMUR THE LAME (1336–1405) AND THE HILLS OF SKULLS










TRUTH WIZARDS
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VLAD III, VOVOIDE (PRINCE) OF WALLACHIA (1431–76) – VLAD THE IMPALER or DRACULA




VOODOO (VODOUN) WORSHIPPERS



WILKINS, JOHN – THE INVENTION OF THE METRE AND THE FIRST ATTEMPT TO LAND ON THE MOON




Hugh Williams – the Luckiest Name Aboard Ship







WITCH-FINDER GENERAL MATTHEW HOPKINS (c.1620–47)



ZHENG HE (1371–1435) – THE ADMIRAL OF THE WESTERN SEAS



ZOMBIES




Zoology of Human Senses
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