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​Chapter 1: Tappy Time
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Lila loved her tablet. She loved it in the morning, when her cereal turned squishy in the bowl

because she was too busy tapping and swiping to eat.

She loved it after school, when she still had her backpack on and one shoe half-off, but she couldn’t wait to sit down and dive into her favorite videos.

​

There were dancing cats


wearing sunglasses. Flying pancakes that flipped themselves.



Monkeys that played drums with bananas.

Lila laughed so hard sometimes, she had to pause the video to catch her breath!
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She didn’t even notice the sunshine pouring through her window or the sound of birds chirping outside.

​

She didn’t see the squirrels chasing each other across the fence or the kids riding bikes and blowing bubbles down the sidewalk.

“Just one more video!” Lila

would say with a giggle. But it was never just one. Then it was, “Okay, just ONE more!”

And then... another. Her tablet was her favorite

thing in the whole wide world.
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​

It made her happy. It made her laugh.

It made time fly by so fast, she didn’t even realize the day was almost over. Even when Mommy called her to come outside or help bake cookies, Lila would say, “In a minute!”
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But minutes turned into hours, and the world outside kept spinning without her.
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