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			ANNE FRANK

			GERMAN DIARIST

			
					Born in Frankfurt in 1929.

					Died in Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in 1945.

					Notable works:	The Diary of a Young Girl (1947), autobiographical novel

	Tales from the Secret Annex (1949, revised 2003), miscellaneous prose writings




			

			Anne Frank was a Jewish girl who has become a symbol of the persecution and extermination of Jews under the Nazi regime. Mounting anti-Semitism and the enactment of increasingly stringent anti-Jewish laws in the 1930s forced her family to emigrate from Germany to the Netherlands and eventually to go into hiding.

			Anne and seven other Jews spent two years hidden in the annexe of the building where her father worked in central Amsterdam. Her ambition was to become a writer or a journalist, and during her time in hiding she wrote not only her famous diary, but also short stories, essays and personal recollections, which were published in 1949 under the title Tales from the Secret Annex.

			The family was arrested in August 1944, probably after being denounced by an informer, and deported. Anne was sent to the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, where she contracted typhus and died in early 1945.




		
			THE DIARY OF A YOUNG GIRL

			THE DIARY OF A CONDEMNED JEWISH GIRL

			
					Genre: personal diary

					Reference edition: Frank, A. (2000) The Diary of a Young Girl. Trans. Massotty, S. London: Penguin.

					1st edition: 1947

					Themes: Second World War, anti-Semitism, hiding, friendship, deportation, fear

			

			In 1947, Otto Frank decided to publish his daughter’s diary under the title Het Achterhuis (“The Secret Annexe”). Unlike the vast majority of published accounts of the Second World War, the text was intended to be private: in her diary, Anne describes her daily life in hiding, with all the restrictions that this involved, and reflects on her personality, her relationships with other people and the war in general.

			The Diary of a Young Girl is one of the most widely read books in the world: it has sold over 25 million copies to date and been translated into over 50 languages.

		


		
			SUMMARY

			BEFORE GOING INTO HIDING

			The diary begins on 12June 1942, the day of Anne’s 13th birthday. The diary was given to her as a birthday present. At this point, Anne is leading a relatively uneventful life in Amsterdam: she spends time with her school friends, gets told off for talking too much in class, and has several admirers who do not interest her.

			Along with these typical teenage worries, Anne also writes about the tense situation in Europe at that time. Specifically, she mentions the anti-Jewish laws introduced by Hitler (German leader, 1889-1945), which are now being enforced in the occupied Netherlands (Jews are forced to wear a yellow star on their clothing and are banned from using public transport, going to entertainment venues and visiting the houses of Christians, among other restrictions).

			GOING INTO HIDING

			In early July 1942, Anne’s father Otto tells her that they will soon be going into hiding. Their departure is originally scheduled for 16July, but is brought forward by one week due to an alarming turn of events: Margot, Anne’s older sister, is called up to work in a camp in Germany. Anne writes: “I was stunned. A call-up: everyone knows what that means. Visions of concentration camps and lonely cells raced through my head” (Wednesday, 8July 1942).

			The next day, the Frank family moves to the Annexe, which comprises the unused rooms of the building where Otto works, not knowing that they will remain there for over two years. Anne’s father’s employees (Miep, Bep, Mr Kleiman and Mr Kugler) are in on the secret, and will be in charge of delivering provisions to those in hiding. Anne knows that her carefree childhood is well and truly over, but she still struggles to think of the Annexe as her new home.

			The van Daan family, which consists of Otto’s business partner and friend, his wife and their son, joins them on 13July. The Franks learn that rumours are circulating about their sudden disappearance. At first, Anne is thrilled by the arrival of their new companions, but the novelty soon wears off and tensions flare up: “I think it's odd that grown-ups quarrel so easily and so often and about such petty matters” (Monday, 28September 1942).

			Anne often finds herself at the centre of these arguments, as the van Daans accuse her of being too talkative and conceited. She also clashes with her mother and sister, with whom she feels that she has little in common.

			AN EIGHTH PERSON

			In November, the dentist Albert Dussel joins them in the Annexe and moves into Anne’s room.

			She regularly watches Jews being rounded up from the Annexe’s window, and feels guilty that she can sleep in a bed every night while so many people are being arrested and deported: “I can't help thinking about those who are gone. I catch myself laughing and remember that it's a disgrace to be so cheerful” (Friday, 20November 1942).

			The Jews’ fate and the war effort are constantly on the minds of all the Annexe’s occupants, but they are also preoccupied by other matters that affect them directly: they fear that the new owner of the building will want to visit the Annexe; they do not trust the new shopkeeper, who could inform on them; they are terrified by the idea of being discovered during a burglary; and they fear for their lives during every bombing and round of aerial combat.

			They also have to deal with a number of personal problems, such as a shortage of money, which forces the van Daans to sell some of their clothing, and Anne’s short-sightedness. Furthermore, they are acutely aware that their survival depends on other people, as everything they have (fabric for clothing, books, etc.) comes from the people assisting them, and the issue of food supplies is a constant concern. They are only able to receive food thanks to their protectors’ coupons, and are given potatoes by a man named Mr van Hoeven.

			Aside from these worries, the days in the Annexe are so monotonous that Anne dedicates several diary entries to describing the evenings, nights and meals there. The inhabitants’ only pastimes are listening to the radio, reading books and newspapers, and studying (their subjects include shorthand, French and English). Anne is particularly interested in history, mythology, royal genealogy and cinema, and also spends some of her time writing fiction.

			A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP IN THE ANNEXE

			Anne feels misunderstood and often cries in bed at night. She ends up confiding in Peter and starts visiting his room more and more often, despite her fear of bothering him.

			The two teenagers talk about a range of subjects, including their personalities, sexuality and their relationships with their parents. They also look out of the window in silence. Initially, Anne says that she is not in love with Peter because she loves another boy with the same name. When he appears to her in a dream, she is deeply shaken: “It seems as if I've grown up since the night I had that dream, as if I've become more independent” (Saturday, 22January, 1944). 

			However, as the two friends grow closer, deeper feelings blossom between them: “In the meantime, things are getting more and more wonderful here. I think, Kitty, that true love may be developing in the Annexe” (Wednesday, 22March, 1944). This leads to her first kiss.

			On Tuesday 28March 1944, the cabinet minister Mr Bolkestein announces on the radio that the accounts contained in letters and diaries will be collected and compiled after the war. This inspires Anne to begin rewriting her diary: “Just imagine how interesting it would be if I were to publish a novel about the Secret Annexe. The title alone would make people think it was a detective story” (Wednesday, 29March 1944).

			In April, they are almost discovered after another burglary, as the night watchman notices a hole in the door and inspects the interior of the building with the help of a policeman.

			A TRAGIC ENDING

			Anne sinks into despair: “I feel more miserable than I have in months. Even after the break-in I didn't feel so utterly broken, inside and out.” (Friday, 26May 1944). She takes heart when she learns that the Normandy landings have begun, and follows the news of the British advance every day.

			The last entry in the diary is dated 1August 1944. In it, Anne discusses her hidden personality, which she never reveals and which, according to her, is deeper and more beautiful than the one she shows to other people. Three days later, the Annexe’s inhabitants are arrested.




		
			CHARACTER STUDY

			ANNE

			Anne was born on 12June 1929 and is the Annexe’s youngest inhabitant. When she begins writing her diary, she has just turned 13, and she spends two years in the Annexe before being arrested on 4August 1944. Over the course of these two years, her growing maturity can be seen in her interactions with other people and her changing outlook on the world, as recorded in her diary.

			We are not given much information about her physical appearance. One day, she asks her sister Margot if she is very ugly, and Margot responds that she is “okay and ha[s] nice eyes” (Wednesday, 12October 1944).

			She undergoes a number of mental and emotional changes over the course of the novel: when the family first go into hiding, she still feels like a little girl, and her thoughts mostly revolve around her friends, her birthday presents and boys she does not like. She is lively and boisterous, and is often reprimanded by the adults around her, who see her as overly talkative, nosy and spoilt. Although Anne knows that she is not perfect, she is not too hard on herself and knows that she is lively and cheerful.

			Most of the time, the adults’ criticisms do not bother her, but sometimes they make her feel angry or sad: “I wish I could ask God to give me another personality, one that doesn't antagonize everyone” (Saturday, 30January 1943). As she gets older, she becomes more accepting of her strong personality, and comes to think that her qualities (which the adults see as flaws) allow her to overcome obstacles: “I face life with an extraordinary amount of courage. I feel so strong and capable of bearing burdens, so young and free! When I first realized this, I was glad, because it means I can more easily withstand the blows life has in store” (Saturday, 15July 1944).

			Anne’s relationships with the Annexe’s other inhabitants are often strained: she gets on badly with her sister (of whom she is a little jealous) and her mother (whom she considers too emotionally distant), and although she loves her father, with whom she seems to have a closer relationship, towards the end of her diary (spring and summer 1944), she drifts away from him as she feels that he does not understand her any more.

			She also has some harsh words for the other people who live with them (Mr and Mrs van Daan, Peter and Albert Dussel): for example, she writes that she finds Mrs van Daan unbearable (Saturday, 22January 1944) and claims that Peter is lazy and weak (Wednesday, 2September 1942). Although she becomes less judgmental over the course of the two years she spends with them, she still has exacting standards for other people.

			Perhaps as a result of her modern education, which her parents continue to support in spite of the van Daans’ disapproval, she takes an intelligent, curious view of the world around her, and particularly of the political climate in Europe during the war. A number of her diary entries discuss the anti-Jewish laws enacted by the Nazi regime and the news about the war that she hears on the radio. Due to her education, the fact that she is constantly studying (there is little else to do in the Annexe) and her difficult living conditions, she is very mature for her age, and her own maturity sometimes surprises her (Friday, 5May 1944).

			In the Annexe, she becomes interested in subjects such as sexuality, religion and women’s place in society. She does not want to spend her life as a housewife, and dreams of being a writer or a journalist: “I’ve made up my mind to lead a different life from other girls, and not to become an ordinary housewife later on” (Wednesday, 3May 1944).

			EDITH FRANK

			Anne’s relationship with her mother Edith is particularly tense: the two are not close, and they often argue. For Anne, Edith represents the opposite of what a mother should be. She feels as though she has had to be responsible for her own education (“I miss – every day and every hour of the day – having a mother who understands me”, Friday, 24December 1943).

			On several occasions, Anne is very critical of her mother, but in the entry on 2January 1944, she acknowledges her own flaws and gains a sense of perspective (“The period of tearfully passing judgment on Mother is over. I've grown wiser and Mother's nerves are a bit steadier”). Edith is aware that her relationship with her daughter is fraught, as can
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