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Preface

During His earthly ministry, the Lord Jesus noticed that religious leaders of the time had a habit of telling and teaching people their own ideas and thoughts and ritualistic traditions as requirements of the laws of Moses. They taught that certain things should be done in certain ways, often in contradiction to both the letter and intent of the law. Jesus would often challenge them, sometimes describing them as laying burdens on the people.

Some of these leaders were reported in the Book of John, Chapter 5, to have challenged someone who carried his bed on a Sabbath, telling him, in verse 10:

It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your bed. (Jn. 5:10)

They had taught that no work, absolutely none, should be done on the Sabbath. This meant people couldn’t carry anything or go to get something from the field to eat on that day. They accused Jesus’ disciples of breaking the Sabbath (law) when they (the disciples) plucked grains to eat while walking through a field on a Sabbath (Lk. 6:1–2; Matt. 1:1–8; Mk. 2:23–28). One of these leaders was even enraged at Jesus for healing someone on the Sabbath.


But the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; and he said to the crowd, ‘There are six days on which men ought to work; therefore, come and be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day.’ (Lk. 13:14)



They also questioned Him about His disciples’ eating with unwashed hands, as reported in the Book of Mark, Chapter 7.


For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands in a special way, holding the tradition of the elders. When they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other things which they have received and hold, like the washing of cups, pitchers, copper vessels, and couches. Then, the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, ‘Why do Your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashed hands?’ (Mk. 7:3–5)



While their questioning seems sensible, it was based on a tradition, traditions they have, over the years, taught as requirements of the law. In a book about abusive leadership, Twisted Scriptures1, the author summed up the reason it is usually very easy to accept and rationalise extra-biblical teachings and why the Lord Jesus opposed those leaders.

They wrote, ‘Is there something intrinsically wrong with asking someone to wash their hands? No. It sounds like good, healthy instructions, although this is referring to a religious ceremony. Why did Jesus refuse such rules? Because the rules were made equal to, or more important than, the Commandments of God.’2

The Lord’s answer to them captures the essence of this book.


He answered and said to them, ‘Well, did Isaiah prophecy of you hypocrites, as it is written: “This people honour Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.” For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men—the washing of pitchers and cups, and many other such things you do.’ He said to them, ‘All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition.’ (Mk 7:2–9)‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬



Teaching and advocating commandments of men as doctrines and laws of God was not limited to Pharisees and leaders of Jesus’ days on earth. It continued after His ascension in the church. The Bible records that, during the early years of the New Testament church, when non-Jews, Gentile believers were increasing in number, that believers in Galatia were approached by some Jewish believers who told them that they needed to be circumcised for their salvation to be complete.


And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, ‘Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’ (Acts 15:1)



Although many in the early church didn’t know better, especially the Gentile believers, not being able to differentiate between traditions, the Mosaic laws and requirements of the new faith, there was a group of believers that didn’t just accept everything they were told. These were the Berean believers.


Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. (Acts 17:10–11)



The apostles tried their best to guide believers of their days and steer them aright, not laying unnecessary burdens on them but teaching them simple faith in the atoning sacrifice and finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Noteworthy is the fact that through the many decades of church history, this practice of non-biblical teachings and doctrines did not stop.

There are records of many errant leaders and teachers who taught and promoted extra-biblical teachings. Some were based on incomplete knowledge or understanding of scriptures, while others were plainly made up (maybe for the purpose of achieving some greater good for the church).

Church leaders, however, have, in the past, taken time to come together and agree to address many of the doctrines and steer saints away from the most heretical ones. But that doesn’t seem to be happening anymore. It is funny that one of the topics covered in this book arose from this sort of coming together of church leaders.

The influence of non-biblical teachings and practices has led many into falsehoods. A large number of believers follow and observe traditions and perform rituals. Many believe/accept incredible and bizarre claims about God, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and heaven, even the nature and abilities of the believer. These incredible and bizarre claims, concepts, or doctrines are nothing but ideas and thoughts, imaginations, of men that have been reverse-engineered to sound and appear scriptural or biblical by linking them to phrases and words from the Bible.

Some of them are derived from the Bible, relating to or outright portions of the Mosaic laws. None of them, however, show or demonstrate the love, kindness and mercy of God. They also do not reveal God’s disdain for sin nor lead people to repentance.

An interesting feature of the body of Christ today is that many believers do not challenge or question their pastors/leaders and any of the teachings they hear. Some don’t even make any attempt to verify and/or confirm whether the Bible text presented in support of the teachings actually says or supports what the teacher claims. As a result, those extra-biblical teachings have become accepted as laws or doctrines of God and biblical precepts.

Many of these human ideas, which are taught as laws and doctrines of God, are really old and widespread, while others are more recent and prevalent within particular movements, or branches, of the church, being not yet widely spread but gaining popularity.

This book makes an attempt at discussing some of these non-biblical teachings and doctrines in relation to scriptures, particularly the texts used as evidence and/or justification for them. These Bible passages, in most cases, say nothing resembling what is being taught or presented.

The book seeks to draw a comparison between what is being taught and what the Bible actually says, looking into what the apostles taught the churches as revealed in their letters and epistles. It looks at practices of the New Testament church when it began and a short time after the death of the apostles.

The endgame being to establish the non-biblical nature of some of the teachings and practices prevalent in the church today, many of which are often claimed to be new revelations that had been hidden from the church for generations.

The book is not exhaustive, as there are many non-biblical teachings and doctrines, some of which their teachers do not even make any pretence about the absence of a biblical basis. So blatant and bold are some teachers and pastors that one once told his congregants, during the sermon, that he would be saying some things that they would not find in the Bible.

Several other man-made doctrines have not been discussed in the book, not because they are not important or have less impact on the body of Christ, but because those discussed are the ones that appear to have become normalised and accepted by many, if not most, believers as true biblical doctrines. And they have a rather worldwide reach and acceptance. An example is tithing. It has become mainstream that any talk to the contrary is seen as an error, or even heretical. Yet, none of the apostles or the early church paid tithes, as will be shown later in the book.

In writing the book, focus and attention was placed on the teachings of the apostles, as seen from their narration and depiction of events about the Lord’s earthly ministry, their reference to and application of past historical Bible events and from letters they wrote to churches, church leaders, and other individuals, the epistles. These, I believe, are what influenced practices and beliefs of the early church.

Also, great care was taken not to mention people, pastors, and church leaders by name. However, some descriptions of events and quotes of statements and writings clearly reveal people. These were unavoidable.

Concerted efforts have also been made to do simple contextual reading of the Bible and to include actual biblical texts. This is born from a desire to have the reader hear (read) the Bible and see what it says rather than the opinion of one individual, which seems to be what is missing in the church today.

Often, multiple verses are quoted without breaks and numberings as one continuous writing. This is deliberate and is because the writers of the books of the Bible did not write them in chapters and verses. They didn’t put numbers. This was our (modern-day) invention, and for good reason. They aid with quick and easy referencing.

However, this useful invention has been abused to the point that many teachers/preachers take and splice together single, and sometimes half, verses from several books to teach concepts that none of the book writers discussed or even imagined would/could be attributed to their writings.

As many can relate, most of us have huge notepads with which we take notes of messages and conference presentations. These notes, to the credit of many, are detailed, containing reference Bible passages and summations, or interpretations, by the preacher or speaker. However, only the summations are often ever reviewed in most cases. A large proportion of the few who take time to read the referenced Bible texts tend to simply accept the summations as correct, while those who note discrepancies between texts and summations convince themselves of reasons for the minister’s conclusions (or errors).

Some simply dismiss their observations, claiming to understand what the speaker meant, or take and regard the erroneous interpretations as new revelations the minister must have received.

The objective of this book is to stir up the kind of nobility that the Berean Christians were reported to have had, which many believers once had, a short while after being saved. That longing to know God, to study the Bible, and to meditate upon the words, that made us check and verify everything. This desire, sadly for many, has given way to feel-good statements and catchy phrases, prophetic utterances and quotes by popular (celebrity) ministers.

Sound biblical exegesis and contextual reading of scriptures have given way to story-telling, myriads of fun and exciting programmes and activities where people make bizarre claims about God and His word, supported by half of passages ripped out of context that end up doing nothing but make us feel good.

My hope and earnest prayer is that this book will act as a seed that germinates and produces fruit that is the return of many back to their Bibles for thorough examination of what they hear, searching the scriptures, like the noble Berean believers…to find out whether those things are true.

All Bible quotes are written in italics. Most are written in separate paragraphs with single indentation and have the books, chapters, and verses written in parentheses after them. Others, which may be a portion of a verse that has already been referenced in a separate paragraph, are included within sentences. Some of these have the reference books, chapters, and verses in parentheses after them, and some do not.





1 Chrnalogar, M. A. (2010) Twisted Scriptures: Breaking Free from Churches That Abuse, United States: Zondervan.

2 Chrnalogar, M. A. (2010) Twisted Scriptures: Breaking Free from Churches That Abuse, United States: Zondervan.
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Tithes

There have been heated debates, around the issue of tithe payment by New Testament believers. Opponents say it is an old covenant requirement that does not apply to believers today, that it is part of the law that the Lord Jesus fulfilled on the cross. Believers are no longer under the law, they claim, and Christ has redeemed us from its curse. Therefore, it isn’t required of believers today.

Proponents, on the other hand, argue that tithing precedes the Law of Moses. They describe Jacob’s vow to give God a tenth of all that God gives him and Abraham’s tithe to Melchizedek as evidence of tithing before the law.

They also allude to Paul’s depiction of Abraham’s giving a tenth of ‘the spoils’ to Melchizedek as confirmation of tithing mentioned and taught to believers in the New Testament. Or maybe I misunderstand them. So, they conclude, it couldn’t have ended with the old covenant. It should be observed and practised by present-day believers.

Some proponents agree with opponents that it is an old covenant requirement but declare that it is still required of believers today because, among other reasons, they believe it was not cancelled or annulled in/by the New Covenant/Testament. They say it is primarily a way for believers to show trust and faith in God. They claim that before one can grow to trust (give) God with 50%, one needs to start with 10.

Some claiming to be, and trying very hard to appear, neutral, as neither for nor against, somehow end their arguments with suggestions that the one who paid tithes would be the better off after getting to heaven, regardless of how it turns out, whether it was required or not.

This group claims that such people would have lived a life of discipline in comparison to those who did not pay, who, possibly, have some unresolved issues with generosity and/or money.

In all, and as vehement as the stands, for or against, it appears that something important is left out, ignored, or not considered in most discussions or arguments about the subject. This will be fleshed out subsequently after examining the different points and arguments presented, mostly in support of tithing for believers.





Tithe of Abraham

Abram, aka Abraham, is the person to whom everyone refers as being the first to give a tithe. He is reported in the Book of Genesis as giving tithes to Melchizedek after returning victorious from the battle against some kings who had taken Lot, his nephew, captive. Proponents of tithing assert that this was how giving/payment of tithes was instituted, and it is what proves that the practice transcends the law given through Moses.

They also point to the reference of the same action (Abraham giving tithe to Melchizedek) in the Book of Hebrews as an indication of its continuation in the New Testament. The reference passages are verses 18 to 20 of Genesis, Chapter 14, and verses 9 and 10 of Hebrews, Chapter 7.


Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High. And he blessed him and said: ‘Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and Earth; And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.’ And he gave him a tithe of all. (Gen 14:18–20)

Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, so to speak, for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him. (Heb. 7:9–10)



The discussion of Abraham’s action, tithing, in the letter to the Hebrew church will be discussed in the next chapter. But we begin with the account in Genesis, Abraham’s giving a tithe to Melchizedek. What may have prompted him, and how does it relate to practices of his days and his belief in God?

Abraham lived in ancient Babylonia and Persia in a period when battles and wars were commonplace and regular for everyone. Something that continued even many centuries afterwards. During these periods, people also worshipped multiple gods. They had gods for almost everything and for every trade or endeavour. There was a god of farming, harvest, goldsmithing, iron forging, war, etc. Remember, God’s first instruction to Abram was to leave his family and his father’s house (Gen 12:1), presumably to leave their gods and idolatrous practices behind.

One can tell the man’s awareness, understanding, and knowledge of the God who called him by his referring to Him, God, as God Almighty, the God who is mighty in all things; different to the gods he knew growing up. This fact was made apparent to Moses when God told him, in Exodus, Chapter 6, that


I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name LORD I was not known to them (Ex 6:3).



To Abram, the God who called him was the god who had power in everything, in farming, harvest, fertility, etc. Unlike all the gods he knew from childhood, this God could do everything and was mightier and higher than all other gods. He is the Most High.

Another practice of the people in that time was that after returning victorious from battles, soldiers would take a tenth of what they spoiled from their vanquished (the spoils of war) and give to their god’s priest or priest of the god of war.

In actual fact, tithing, or payment of tithes, was a common practice among all ancient peoples. Quoting from HarperCollins Bible Dictionary (HCBD), “Tithing was very common throughout the ancient Near East, especially in Mesopotamia where Neo-Babylonian texts from the sixth century BC discuss the collection of tithes as a means of supporting a sanctuary.”3 Tithes of cattle were offered by people in Lydia to their gods.

Also, the Arabians paid tithes of their incense to the god Sabis, as did the Carthaginians to Melkarth, the god of Tyre4. There was also a Hercules tithe in ancient Greece5. According to the Catholic Encyclopaedia4, the tenth part was offered to the gods because the number ten was perceived to have a mystical significance. It signifies totality. Ten, containing all the numbers of the numerical system, was regarded as representing all kinds of property. So, “Tithing is not a new concept. It has existed for over 4,000 years, predating the Patriarchs.”6

Is it possible that what Abram did was, more or less, similar to a prevalent practice of the period? He had just returned victorious from battle and gave a tenth of the spoils to a priest of his God. He wouldn’t have taken the tenth of his spoils to a random temple because he no longer believed in any of those other gods, but God Almighty.

So, when Melchizedek spoke about a God, describing Him as “most High” and acknowledging him (Abram) as being of this God, he would have understood that this is a priest of the Almighty God. “This is the priest”, he would have thought, “to whom I can give the tenth of my spoils”.


Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High. And he blessed him and said: ‘Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and Earth; And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.’ And he gave him a tithe of all. (Gen 14:18–20)



Now, some disagree, claiming that Abraham would not have continued in some old pagan practices nor followed in the traditions of people around him because of his newfound faith. There may be some truth to that. However, it is clear that there are no accounts of him giving tithes before this encounter nor afterwards. One cannot establish a practice with a single act!

Also, he gave of the spoils, not of his properties. But it was of his increase, an increase from a battle. Also, there is nothing in the account to suggest that he took anything from those spoils for himself. He gave the rest to the king of Sodom after taking food for his men and portions for the kings that accompanied him into battle.


Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, ‘Give me the persons, and take the goods for yourself.’ But Abram said to the king of Sodom, ‘I have raised my hand to the Lord, God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and Earth, that I will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, “I have made Abram rich”—except only what the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men who went with me: Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.’ (Gen. 14:21–24)



Some may argue, doesn’t this still show that tithes paying preceded the law? Yes, Abraham gave a tithe before the law. But is it a mandatory or required practice for believers today, emphasis on “required”? This has been the nagging question.





3 Powell, M. A. (2009) HarperCollins Bible Dictionary: Condensed Edition, HarperCollins, ISBN: 9780061469077, 0061469076

4 Catholic Encyclopaedia (https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14741b.htm)

5 https://quod.lib.umich.edu/e/eebo/A68720.0001.001/1:5.1?rgn=div2;view=fulltext)

6 https://byamukama.com/tithing-in-the-torah-and-today/#:~:text=The%20Harper%20Collins%20Bible%20Dictionary,means%20of%20supporting%20a%20sanctuary



In the New Testament?

Ardent proponents of tithing are convinced that it is for believers today. Whether a law or not, many claim it was discussed, or mentioned, in the New Testament to establish that it continues into and should be observed under the New Covenant. Others, who do not accept/believe that it was discussed in the New Testament, say there are, however, many inferences to it. Both point to Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 9, and, particularly, the reference to Abraham’s tithe to Melchizedek in Hebrews, Chapter 7.

While this is true, tithing was mentioned in the New Testament. Was the writer of Hebrews talking about tithing? The answer is no! The entire Book of Hebrews is a letter of encouragement written to Jewish believers who had concerns about their faith in Jesus in relation to the old ways of worshipping God.

They had stopped doing their traditional “worship” of offering sacrifices according to the Law of Moses. The Bible makes it clear that for the Israelites, under the old covenant, giving offerings and sacrifices of animals and of their harvest to the Levitical priests was the prescribed way to worship God.

It was how they thanked Him for harvest, appreciated Him for births, and dedicated their children. It was how they celebrated any and everything. It was even how they made requests and asked forgiveness for sins, as well as when they sought counsel or divination. Also, they were required, by law, to make several offerings and sacrifices, which included, not least of all, a tenth of their produce, tithes.

The writer of the Book of Hebrews felt, among other things, that it was necessary to explain why and how faith in Christ satisfied the requirements of the law and its practices. More importantly, how the priesthood of Jesus is superior to that of the Levitical priests, of Aaron and of Levi, and how He, Christ, has become the mediator of a better covenant. This was to address concerns about their stopping to go before priests and Levites to give offerings and sacrifices. This was why the writer wrote about Melchizedek receiving tithes from Abraham in verses 5 and 6 of Chapter 7.


And indeed those who are of the sons of Levi, who receive the priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the law, that is, from their brethren, though they have come from the loins of Abraham; but he whose genealogy is not derived from them receiving tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promise. (Heb. 7:5–6)



By adding that he, Melchizedek, blessed him who had the promise, the writer was showing that the Levitical priesthood, through Abraham, as great as it might have been, was inferior to Melchizedek’s. The writer had already made this point in verse 4 of the same chapter, 7.


Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils. (Heb. 7:4)



And, in verse 7, they added,

Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better. (Heb. 7:7)

They were telling Jewish believers that the Levitical priesthood had not been the highest, or greatest. It had, even since Abraham, in whose loins the Levites were, been lower than another’s.

Mind you, the writer had made a, somewhat, similar comparison between Christ and Moses earlier, in the third chapter, declaring that He…has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses.


Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house. For this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house has more honour than the house. For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God. And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end. (Heb. 3:1–6)



The writer went on and on about how there was a need for a new high priest and how that high priest would have to be from a different tribe than Levi. This priesthood was also going to be according to a different order than that of Aaron or Levi, the order of Melchizedek. The writer gave the reason for this new priesthood and priest. In verse 11, they wrote:


Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron? (Heb. 7:11)



Since the priesthood had changed (or is changing), they pointed out, there was a need to also change the law.


For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law. (Heb. 7:12)



This was to let them know that the law, the one that required them to perform those rituals, had been changed.

As a matter of fact, Chapter 7 is actually about Melchizedek, not tithing. The writer was talking about his (Melchizedek’s) greatness in relation to Abraham, “…the patriarch of faith”. The chapter even begins with the phrase, For this Melchizedek… to signify they wanted to talk about Melchizedek.

Apart from a few, almost all Bible translations use this same phrase to translate the words the writer used in the beginning of that chapter.


For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated “king of righteousness”, and then also king of Salem, meaning “king of peace”. (Heb. 7:1–2).



Consider this: if someone began a statement or conversation with “For this Peter, who denied knowing the Lord Jesus 3 times, as predicted, and so on”, would the conclusion be that they wanted to talk about Peter’s denial of Jesus, when or how it happened, or even Jesus? No! The obvious object of that conversation would be Peter.

Similarly, the object of Hebrews Chapter 7 is Melchizedek. Not Abraham, not the kings he slaughtered, from which he was returning, and definitely not the tenth (tithe) he gave to Melchizedek.

The discussion in Hebrews is not about paying tithes; rather, it is about the superiority of Christ’s priesthood and faith in Him as the way to please God under the New Covenant for which He mediates.

Quoting from the Good News Bible’s introduction to the Book of Hebrews, “The Letter to the Hebrews was written to a group of Christians who, faced with increasing opposition, were in danger of abandoning the Christian faith. The writer encourages them in their faith primarily by showing that Jesus Christ is the true and final revelation of God.

“In doing this, he emphasises three truths: (1) Jesus is the eternal Son of God, who learned true obedience to the Father through the suffering that he endured. As the Son of God, Jesus is superior to the prophets of the Old Testament, to the angels, and to Moses himself. (2) Jesus has been declared by God to be an eternal priest, superior to the priests of the Old Testament. (3) Through Jesus the believer is saved from sin, fear, and death; and Jesus, as High Priest, provides the true salvation, which was only foreshadowed by the rituals and animal sacrifices of the Hebrew religion.”7

The writer had to refer to Levitical priests and the tradition of tithes payment, and the law, because they were writing to Hebrews, Jews, and Israelites. These people understood priestly worship and were worried about “abandoning” the practice and needed assurance that they were not walking contrary to God’s purpose and plan, nor displeasing Him by no longer following the Mosaic order of worship.

The other assertion that Paul made references to or talked about tithing, and the use of Chapter 9 of his first letter to the church at Corinth as evidence of him doing this is rather strange. This is because the part of the law that Paul quoted in the chapter is not the part of the law that discusses tithing.

Reading from the first verse of Chapter 9, Paul wrote:


Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord? If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to you. For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. My defence to those who examine me is this: Do we have no right to eat and drink? Do we have no right to take along a believing wife, as do also the other apostles, the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working? Whoever goes to war at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its fruit?

Or who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk of the flock? Do I say these things as a mere man? Or does not the law say the same also? For it is written in the Law of Moses, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain.’ Is it oxen God is concerned about? Or does He say it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he who ploughs should plough in hope, and he who threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope. If we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your material things? If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not even more?

Nevertheless, we have not used this right, but endure all things lest we hinder the gospel of Christ. Do you not know that those who minister the holy things eat of the things of the temple, and those who serve at the altar partake of the offerings of the altar? Even so, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel. But I have used none of these things, nor have I written these things that it should be done so to me; for it would be better for me to die than that anyone should make my boasting void.

For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel! For if I do this willingly, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have been entrusted with a stewardship. What is my reward then? That when I preach the gospel, I may present the gospel of Christ without charge, that I may not abuse my authority in the gospel. (1 Cor. 9:1–18)



Paul was talking about how it was not too much for him to expect to be treated as the other apostles, to marry or even stop working, and have the church cater for his needs. He asked,


Do we have no right to eat and drink? Do we have no right to take along a believing wife, as do also the other apostles, the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working? Whoever goes to war at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its fruit? Or who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk of the flock? Do I say these things as a mere man? Or does not the law say the same also? (1 Cor. 9:4–8)



And in verse 9, he quoted Deuteronomy 25:4,


For it is written in the Law of Moses, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain.’ Is it oxen God is concerned about? (1 Cor. 9:9)



This is the passage he quoted,

You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain. (Deut. 25:4)

He was trying to show why it was not out of the ordinary for one to derive benefits from where one labours/works. He was explaining to them what he had liberty to do and/or expect from them. That him not using the privilege, or taking advantage of those opportunities, was not because he could not but that he simply chose not to. And for good reasons. He said in verses 12 and 15,


If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not even more? Nevertheless, we have not used this right, but endure all things lest we hinder the gospel of Christ. (1 Cor. 9:12)

But I have used none of these things, nor have I written these things that it should be done so to me; for it would be better for me to die than that anyone should make my boasting void. (1 Cor. 9:15)



Although he referred to the law, the part that Paul quoted, verse 4 of Deuteronomy, Chapter 25, has nothing to do with tithes. How is that a reference to tithing? However, one may say it is, referencing tithing, if one links the previous statement in verse 13 about those who minister the holy things, with what constitutes the holy things, offerings at the altar. And this includes tithes.


Do you not know that those who minister the holy things eat of the things of the temple, and those who serve at the altar partake of the offerings of the altar? (1 Cor. 9:13)



Based on that logic, the reference to tithing in that passage, 1 Cor. 9:9, would have to also be a reference to all the other offerings at the altar. And there are plenty: the grain… …sin… …trespass… heave… and wave offerings… the best of the oil …the best of the new wine and the grain… the …first-fruits… etcetera, etcetera (read Num. 18:1–24).

Now, this is just being facetious. The obvious emphasis of Paul in that part of the letter was that it would not be out of place for him to expect some benefit from them. Overall, though, his point was discipline and self-denial/sacrifice for the sake of the gospel, which he made clear in the remaining verses of the chapter.


For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more; and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law; to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law towards God, but under law towards Christ), that I might win those who are without law; to the weak I
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