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Preface

Why I Chose To Write About America

Every book begins before the first sentence is written. It begins in the life of the author, in the experiences that shaped the mind, in the pain that produced questions, in the opportunities that created new understanding, and in the responsibilities that eventually demanded expression. This book began in that way. It began long before I arrived in the United States. It began in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the country of my birth, a nation of extraordinary beauty, enormous natural wealth, rich cultures, strong communities, and immense human potential, but also a nation deeply wounded by war, political instability, violence, exploitation, displacement, and the painful consequences of conflicts that have destroyed families and interrupted the future of millions of people.

I was born in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, but war changed the direction of my life. Like many people from eastern Congo, I experienced the fear, uncertainty, and suffering that come when violence becomes part of everyday existence. War does not only destroy roads, schools, homes, farms, and communities. It also attacks the human spirit. It interrupts education, separates families, destroys dreams, creates poverty, and forces people to live in constant uncertainty. When people are forced to flee their homeland, they do not leave only houses and possessions behind. They leave memories, relationships, identity, security, and the familiar world that once gave meaning to life. They leave without knowing when they will return, whether they will return, or what kind of future is waiting beyond the border.

Because of war, I left my country and eventually found myself living as a refugee in Uganda. What was expected to be a temporary season became more than sixteen years of my life. Those years were not easy. They were years of hardship, waiting, uncertainty, struggle, limitation, and repeated disappointment. Refugee life can feel like living between worlds. You are no longer living fully in the country you left, but you have not yet found a permanent place in the country where you have taken refuge. You may be physically alive, but your plans remain suspended. You may have dreams, but few resources. You may have abilities, but limited opportunities to use them. You may possess knowledge, determination, and vision, but you live under conditions that continually remind you that survival must come before progress.

For more than sixteen years, I lived with the difficult reality of not knowing what the future would become. There were days when hope felt distant. There were moments when the path ahead was impossible to see. I experienced the pressure of poverty, the frustration of limitation, and the emotional burden of watching time pass while many dreams remained unfinished. Yet even through those difficult years, I refused to believe that suffering would have the final word over my life. I continued to believe in God. I continued to believe that purpose could survive pain. I continued to believe that a person can lose many things without losing the ability to rise again. The years in Uganda were painful, but they also taught me endurance, patience, gratitude, spiritual strength, and the importance of recognizing opportunity when it finally appears.

After more than sixteen years of refugee life, a new door opened. I was given the opportunity to come to the United States of America as an immigrant. Arriving in America was one of the greatest transitions of my life. I came from a background shaped by war, displacement, struggle, and uncertainty, and suddenly I entered a nation known throughout the world for freedom, technology, education, business, innovation, opportunity, diversity, and the possibility of beginning again. I did not arrive with wealth, influence, power, or a large network of people. I arrived with my history, my faith, my experiences, my determination, and the hope that this country would allow me to rebuild my life.

America immediately impressed me because it brought together people from nearly every part of the world. I saw people of different colors, different languages, different religions, different cultures, different political beliefs, and different life experiences working, studying, worshiping, building businesses, raising families, and participating in the life of one nation. I saw people who had come from Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, the Caribbean, and many other regions of the world living under the same flag. I saw that America was not built by one people alone. It was built by generations of people whose stories, sacrifices, labor, creativity, intelligence, courage, and perseverance became part of the national story.

When I arrived, I understood that opportunity did not mean comfort and that freedom did not mean success without effort. Like many immigrants, I had to begin with humble work. I had to learn the systems, understand the culture, improve my communication, adapt to new expectations, and work hard to establish stability. Eventually, I found employment as a fleet technician. That work became more than a source of income. It became part of my education in American life. Through daily responsibility, teamwork, discipline, punctuality, problem-solving, and service, I learned that America rewards people who are willing to work, learn, improve, and contribute. I also learned that every job has dignity when it is done with honesty and excellence.

Working as a fleet technician taught me many practical lessons. Vehicles, buses, and transportation systems do not continue functioning simply because people hope they will work. They require attention, maintenance, knowledge, responsibility, patience, and discipline. A small neglected problem can eventually become a serious failure. In many ways, the same principle applies to individuals, families, communities, and nations. Freedom must be maintained. Opportunity must be recognized. Unity must be protected. Character must be developed. Institutions must be strengthened. Problems that are ignored do not disappear; they often grow more dangerous over time. As I worked and adapted to life in America, another calling began to become stronger within me. I started writing books. At first, writing became a way of expressing the lessons I had learned through suffering, faith, survival, leadership, human behavior, spiritual struggle, war, family, responsibility, and the search for truth. Over time, I realized that writing was not only something I enjoyed. It was part of my purpose. 

Through books, I could communicate with people I might never meet. I could preserve knowledge. I could raise questions. I could encourage readers. I could challenge harmful thinking. I could speak about issues that many people experience but do not always know how to explain. The more I observed America, the more I felt compelled to write about it. I became fascinated by the greatness of the nation, but I also became aware of its contradictions. I saw extraordinary wealth, yet I also saw poverty. I saw world-class universities, yet I saw people who did not know how to access education. I saw businesses growing, technology advancing, and opportunities multiplying, yet I also saw people feeling trapped, discouraged, and disconnected from those opportunities. I saw freedom, but I also saw confusion about how to use freedom wisely. I saw people surrounded by information, yet lacking direction. I saw individuals working constantly, yet struggling to find peace, meaning, connection, and purpose.

This led me to one of the central questions of this book: How can people live in the same country, under the same flag, within the same economy, and under many of the same laws, yet experience such different outcomes? Why do some people rise from difficult beginnings and build extraordinary lives while others remain trapped by circumstances, habits, fear, lack of knowledge, or missed opportunities? Why do some immigrants arrive with almost nothing and eventually create successful businesses, strong families, and lasting influence, while others lose hope? Why do some people recognize opportunities that others never see, even when both live in the same city or work in the same environment? The answer is not simple. It cannot be reduced only to race, only to poverty, only to government, only to education, only to personal responsibility, or only to historical injustice. All these factors matter, but human outcomes are shaped by a complex relationship between systems, opportunities, character, discipline, knowledge, relationships, faith, family, preparation, responsibility, and personal choices. Some people face disadvantages they did not create. 

Others inherit advantages they did not earn. Yet within those realities, decisions still matter. Preparation still matters. Wisdom still matters. Character still matters. Community still matters. Opportunity recognition still matters. I chose to write about America because I have seen the nation from the perspective of someone who once dreamed of reaching it and who later had the opportunity to live within it. I know what it means to come from a place where war can destroy opportunities before they begin. I know what it means to live for years with very limited choices. Because of that, I do not take the possibilities available in America lightly. I see value in things that others may consider ordinary. The ability to work, learn, travel, write, publish, build, worship, speak, create, and dream without living under the constant threat of war is not something I consider small.

At the same time, gratitude should not prevent honesty. Loving a nation does not require pretending that it has no problems. In fact, genuine love often produces the courage to speak truth. America has accomplished extraordinary things, but it also carries deep wounds. It has a history of courage and injustice, freedom and exclusion, unity and division, progress and pain. Its strength has often emerged from its willingness to confront contradictions and continue moving forward. The purpose of this book is neither to praise America without examination nor to condemn it without fairness. It is to look deeply at what America represents, what it offers, what it struggles with, and what it could still become. America is often described as the land of opportunity, but opportunity alone does not guarantee success. A door can be open while a person remains unaware of it. A school can exist while a student lacks direction. A job can be available while a person is unprepared. Information can be everywhere while wisdom remains rare. 

Freedom can be given while discipline is absent. The existence of opportunity is only one part of the story. People must also develop the mindset, knowledge, courage, relationships, and responsibility required to recognize and use it. This is one of the deep truths I want readers to understand. America opens many doors, but not every person sees them, understands them, or prepares to enter them. Some people are limited by real barriers. Others are limited by fear, poor decisions, lack of guidance, destructive environments, hopelessness, or patterns of thinking that have convinced them that nothing can change. The tragedy is that opportunity may exist near a person while remaining invisible to them. The purpose of wisdom is to help people see what they could not see before. I also chose to write about America because I believe diversity is one of the nation’s greatest strengths, but diversity alone does not automatically produce unity. People can live near one another without understanding one another. They can share the same workplace while remaining divided by assumptions. 

They can vote in the same elections while seeing the country through completely different realities. They can live under one flag while carrying different memories, fears, hopes, and experiences. Unity therefore requires more than proximity. It requires humility, communication, respect, truth, responsibility, and the willingness to recognize the dignity of people whose stories are different from our own. The title The American Mosaic reflects this truth. A mosaic is created from many pieces. Each piece has its own color, shape, history, and position, but together the pieces create a larger picture. The value of the mosaic does not come from erasing the differences between the pieces. It comes from arranging those differences in a way that produces beauty, meaning, strength, and unity. America is such a mosaic. Its people come from different nations, cultures, races, languages, and traditions, yet they participate in one shared national future.

But a mosaic can also be damaged. Pieces can become separated. The design can lose clarity. Cracks can spread. For America to remain strong, it must protect not only freedom but also responsibility. It must defend not only individual rights but also the common good. It must encourage not only success but also character. It must create not only wealth but also wisdom. It must preserve not only diversity but also unity. A nation cannot survive on economic strength alone. It also needs moral strength, social trust, stable families, responsible citizenship, and leaders who understand that power is a responsibility rather than a possession. This book is therefore personal, but it is also national. It is shaped by my journey, but it is written for a broader conversation. I write as an immigrant who is grateful for the opportunity to rebuild his life. I write as a worker who understands the dignity of labor. I write as an author who believes ideas can shape society. 

I write as someone who has seen what happens when nations collapse into violence and division. And I write as someone who believes America still has the capacity to become stronger, wiser, more united, and more faithful to its highest ideals. My purpose is not to tell Americans that I understand their country better than they do. My purpose is to offer the perspective of someone who arrived from outside, learned from inside, and came to value both the beauty and the complexity of the nation. Sometimes those who have always lived within a system no longer notice what makes it remarkable. Sometimes newcomers see what long-time citizens overlook. At the same time, newcomers must also listen, learn, and respect the sacrifices of those whose families have carried the nation through generations of struggle and progress.

I hope this book will speak to people born in America and to those who arrived later. I hope it will speak to young people searching for direction, parents concerned about the future, immigrants seeking a place in the national story, workers trying to build stability, entrepreneurs pursuing dreams, educators shaping minds, leaders carrying responsibility, and citizens who still believe the nation can rise above division. This book asks difficult questions, but it is ultimately a book of hope. I believe America is still being built. It was not completed by the founders, by presidents, by wars, by movements, or by past generations. Every generation receives a nation that is unfinished. Every generation decides what to preserve, what to repair, what to reject, and what to build. America’s future will not be determined only in Washington, in courtrooms, in corporate offices, or in universities. It will also be determined in homes, schools, churches, workplaces, neighborhoods, and individual hearts.

The future of America depends on whether its people can still value truth more than comfort, responsibility more than entitlement, character more than appearance, unity more than division, wisdom more than noise, and service more than selfish ambition. It depends on whether people can disagree without hatred, succeed without forgetting others, use freedom without destroying themselves, and pursue opportunity without losing humanity. I wrote this book because America gave me an opportunity to begin again. I came from the Democratic Republic of the Congo. I lived more than sixteen years as a refugee in Uganda. I arrived in the United States carrying the memories of war, hardship, waiting, and survival. I found work as a fleet technician. I began building a new life. I started writing books. And through that journey, I discovered that America is not only a place on a map. It is a continuing human experiment, a national promise, a complex reality, and a responsibility shared by everyone who calls it home.

My hope is that The American Mosaic will help readers see America more clearly, appreciate it more deeply, question it more honestly, and contribute to it more responsibly. I hope these pages will encourage people to recognize opportunity, develop character, value diversity, protect freedom, strengthen unity, and understand that the future of the American Dream will depend on what this generation chooses to do with it. America is made of many colors, many histories, many sacrifices, many failures, many victories, and many dreams. Yet beneath those differences stands one unavoidable truth: we share one future. That future is still being written, and every one of us holds a pen.

Joseph Habimana Ngoma

Introduction

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

America: A Nation Still Becoming
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Every nation has a history, but few nations have a story quite like that of the United States of America. Some countries were formed over thousands of years by a single civilization, one dominant culture, or one ancient language. America followed a different path. It became a nation where people from every continent, every culture, every race, and every walk of life could contribute to building something larger than themselves. That remarkable journey has made America one of the most influential nations in human history. America is often described as the land of opportunity, the land of freedom, and the land of dreams. These descriptions have inspired millions of people throughout the world. They have encouraged immigrants to leave behind familiar homes, families, languages, and traditions in search of new beginnings. They have motivated inventors to transform ideas into industries, entrepreneurs to build businesses from nothing, students to pursue education, families to seek security, and countless individuals to believe that tomorrow can be better than today.

Yet America is more than a destination. It is an ongoing experiment. From its earliest days, America has continually been tested by difficult questions. How can people with different histories live together as one nation? How can liberty be protected while maintaining order? How can diversity become a source of strength rather than division? How can opportunity remain available for future generations? How can justice continue to grow while preserving freedom? These questions have never completely disappeared. Every generation has inherited them, wrestled with them, and answered them in different ways. Unlike many nations whose identities are rooted primarily in ethnicity, language, or ancient traditions, America has developed around a shared civic vision. The Constitution, the rule of law, representative government, freedom of speech, freedom of religion, private enterprise, and the belief that every individual possesses inherent dignity have become part of the nation's foundation.

Although America has not always lived perfectly according to these principles, they continue to shape the nation's aspirations and provide a standard against which its progress can be measured. One of America's greatest strengths is its extraordinary diversity. Walk through almost any American city and you will hear different languages, encounter different cultures, taste foods from around the world, and meet people whose families came from every continent. Generations of immigrants have contributed their labor, creativity, knowledge, courage, and traditions to the ongoing development of the nation. Native-born citizens and newcomers alike continue to write new chapters of the American story every day, yet diversity alone does not automatically produce unity. People may live in the same neighborhoods while remaining strangers to one another. They may work in the same companies while carrying different assumptions about life, history, and success. They may pledge allegiance to the same flag while understanding the nation through different personal experiences. 

Unity requires more than geography. It requires mutual respect, shared responsibility, honest dialogue, trust, and a commitment to the common good. America is also a nation of remarkable opportunities. Its universities educate some of the world's brightest minds. Its businesses have transformed industries. Its scientific discoveries have improved millions of lives. Its technological innovations have reshaped communication, medicine, transportation, agriculture, finance, and entertainment. Throughout history, people with ordinary beginnings have achieved extraordinary success through hard work, education, perseverance, creativity, and determination. At the same time, opportunity does not guarantee equal outcomes. Two people may begin in the same city and travel very different paths. One may build a thriving business while another struggles to find stability. One may recognize opportunities that another never notices. One may overcome obstacles through preparation and perseverance while another remains trapped by fear, discouragement, lack of knowledge, or circumstances beyond personal control. Understanding these differences is one of the central purposes of this book.

Many discussions about America become trapped in extremes. Some people speak as though America can do no wrong. Others speak as though America has accomplished nothing good. Neither perspective tells the whole story. Every nation possesses both strengths and weaknesses, victories and failures, achievements and unfinished work. Honest love for a country does not ignore its imperfections. Instead, it seeks to understand them, learn from them, and contribute to a better future. This book approaches America with both gratitude and honesty. It recognizes the nation's extraordinary accomplishments while acknowledging its continuing challenges. It celebrates freedom while emphasizing responsibility. It appreciates diversity while encouraging unity. It values opportunity while recognizing that opportunity must be understood, prepared for, and wisely used.

The title of this book, The American Mosaic, reflects this vision. A mosaic is created by bringing together many different pieces. Each piece has its own color, shape, texture, and history. Individually, the pieces may appear ordinary. Together, they create a picture of remarkable beauty. America resembles such a mosaic. Its people come from different races, cultures, languages, religions, and traditions, yet together they contribute to one national story. The strength of the mosaic does not come from making every piece identical. It comes from arranging differences in ways that produce harmony, resilience, and purpose. This image also reminds us that mosaics require care. If individual pieces become separated, neglected, or broken, the beauty of the whole is diminished. In the same way, America's future depends upon its ability to preserve both unity and diversity, both freedom and responsibility, both innovation and integrity, both individual opportunity and shared commitment.

This book is not written only for those who were born in America. It is also written for immigrants who now call this country home, for students preparing to shape the future, for parents raising the next generation, for educators, business leaders, public servants, entrepreneurs, and anyone who desires a deeper understanding of one of the most influential nations on earth. As an immigrant, I have experienced America from a unique perspective. I have seen the nation through the eyes of someone who once dreamed of reaching it and later had the privilege of living within it. That perspective has deepened my appreciation for freedoms that many people understandably consider ordinary while also helping me recognize challenges that deserve thoughtful attention. I have learned that America is neither a perfect nation nor a hopeless one. It is a nation continually becoming what each generation chooses to build.

Throughout the chapters that follow, we will explore America's history, its diversity, its opportunities, its economic strength, its educational system, its spirit of innovation, its challenges, its responsibilities, and the values that continue to shape its future. We will examine why some people flourish while others struggle, why opportunity remains one of America's greatest gifts, and why character, discipline, wisdom, and service remain essential to preserving the American Dream. The future of America will not be determined only by elected officials, judges, corporations, or institutions. It will also be determined by ordinary citizens who choose honesty over corruption, truth over deception, responsibility over entitlement, unity over division, and service over selfishness. Every generation inherits a nation that is unfinished. Every generation decides whether it will strengthen or weaken the foundations upon which future generations will stand.

America is still becoming. Its story is not finished, and its destiny has not yet been fully realized. Although much has already been accomplished throughout its history, many of its greatest chapters remain unwritten. The nation continues to evolve as each generation adds its own contributions, confronts its own challenges, and leaves its own legacy. The America that exists today is the result of countless sacrifices, bold decisions, remarkable achievements, painful struggles, and extraordinary acts of courage made by those who came before. Yet history reminds us that no generation is ever the final author of the American story. Every generation inherits a nation that is still under construction and receives the responsibility of determining what kind of country it will leave behind. Its greatest opportunities have not yet been fully discovered. Its greatest innovators may still be children sitting in classrooms, asking questions that no one has yet imagined how to answer. Its greatest scientists, entrepreneurs, educators, artists, inventors, public servants, and community leaders may still be preparing for futures they cannot yet see. 

Its greatest acts of courage, compassion, generosity, sacrifice, and service may still lie ahead, waiting for ordinary men and women to respond to extraordinary moments with wisdom, integrity, and faithfulness. The American Dream is not merely a historical achievement preserved in museums, monuments, or the memories of previous generations. It is a living responsibility that must continually be renewed. Every generation receives both the blessings and the unfinished work of those who came before. Every generation enjoys freedoms that were purchased through sacrifice, yet every generation must also decide whether it will preserve those freedoms with wisdom and responsibility. The future of America will never be guaranteed simply because of its past successes. It will depend upon the character, vision, discipline, and moral courage of the people who shape its future.

America's future will not be determined only by presidents, members of Congress, governors, judges, military leaders, business executives, or influential institutions. It will also be determined by parents who raise children with integrity, teachers who inspire young minds to pursue knowledge and wisdom, workers who perform their responsibilities with excellence, entrepreneurs who create opportunities for others, immigrants who embrace both the privileges and responsibilities of citizenship, neighbors who care for one another, communities that choose cooperation over division, and ordinary citizens who continue to believe that honesty is stronger than corruption, truth is more enduring than deception, character is more valuable than popularity, service is greater than selfish ambition, and unity is more powerful than hatred. The future therefore remains open. The next chapter of the American story has not yet been written. Its pages remain unfinished, its possibilities remain vast, and its direction will ultimately be determined by the decisions made in homes, schools, churches, workplaces, neighborhoods, communities, and institutions across the nation.

Every act of integrity strengthens the foundation of the country. Every act of service enriches its communities. Every commitment to justice, responsibility, freedom, compassion, and truth contributes to the future that succeeding generations will inherit. The question, therefore, is not simply what America has been, nor is it only what America is today. The greater question is what America is becoming, and what responsibility each of us bears in helping to shape that future. Whether we were born in this nation or arrived here from another part of the world, whether our families have lived here for generations or we have only recently become part of its story, we now share a common responsibility. The future of the American Mosaic will not be determined by one race, one culture, one political party, one generation, or one group of people. It will be built by millions of individuals whose diverse backgrounds, experiences, talents, and dreams come together to create one nation with one shared future.

It is in that spirit that I invite you to journey through the pages of this book. Together we will explore the ideas, opportunities, responsibilities, challenges, values, and hopes that continue to shape one of the most remarkable nations in history. My hope is that by the time you reach the final page, you will not only understand America more deeply but also recognize your own place within its continuing story. The American Mosaic is more than a description of a nation; it is an invitation to participate in building its future with wisdom, humility, gratitude, responsibility, and hope. The story of America is still being written, and every one of us holds the opportunity, and the responsibility to help write the next chapter.

Part One: The Nation Unlike Any Other

Every nation possesses characteristics that make it unique, but few countries have shaped the modern world as profoundly as the United States of America. Throughout history, civilizations have risen and fallen, empires have expanded and disappeared, and powerful kingdoms have influenced the course of humanity for a season before fading into history. America, however, represents something different. It is not merely another country among many nations. It is an ongoing experiment in freedom, self-government, diversity, innovation, and opportunity. Its story continues to influence politics, economics, science, education, technology, culture, and human aspirations across every continent. Unlike nations whose identities are rooted primarily in one ethnic group, one language, one ancient civilization, or one religious tradition, America developed through the contributions of people from every corner of the world. Individuals arrived with different histories, different customs, different beliefs, different languages, and different dreams, yet over generations they became participants in one national story. That extraordinary diversity has become one of America's defining characteristics. The nation demonstrates that people with different backgrounds can build institutions together, strengthen communities together, defend liberty together, and pursue a shared future while preserving many of their unique cultural identities.

America's influence extends far beyond its geographical boundaries. Its Constitution has inspired governments throughout the world. Its universities attract students from nearly every nation. Its scientific discoveries have transformed medicine, engineering, agriculture, and technology. Its businesses have changed the global economy. Its innovations have reshaped communication, transportation, entertainment, and commerce. The ideas developed within its borders have influenced the way billions of people work, learn, communicate, create, and imagine the future.

Yet America's uniqueness cannot be measured only by its economic strength, military capability, technological leadership, or international influence. Its greatest distinction lies in the ideals upon which it continues to build. Freedom, equality before the law, individual dignity, religious liberty, freedom of expression, representative government, and the belief that opportunity should remain available to every generation have formed the foundation of the American experiment. Although the nation has not always perfectly fulfilled these ideals, they continue to serve as guiding principles that inspire progress, encourage self-correction, and challenge each generation to build a more just and more united society.

One of the remarkable realities of America is that millions of people around the world continue to dream of becoming part of its story. Every year, individuals leave familiar countries, families, languages, careers, and traditions because they believe that America offers possibilities unavailable elsewhere. Some come seeking safety. Others pursue education, employment, entrepreneurship, religious freedom, or a better future for their children. Their journeys remind us that America is more than a place on a map; it is a symbol of hope for countless people whose lives have been marked by hardship, conflict, poverty, persecution, or limited opportunity.

However, the very qualities that make America extraordinary also create significant challenges. A nation composed of people from many cultures must continually work to strengthen unity without destroying diversity. Freedom must be balanced with responsibility. Opportunity must be accompanied by preparation. Prosperity must be sustained by integrity. Diversity must become cooperation rather than division. These challenges have accompanied America throughout its history, and they continue to shape its future.

As an immigrant, I have experienced America from a perspective that combines admiration with thoughtful observation. Having lived through war, displacement, and more than sixteen years as a refugee before arriving in the United States, I recognize freedoms and opportunities that many people understandably consider ordinary because they have known them throughout their lives. My experiences have taught me that nations should never take their greatest blessings for granted. Freedom can be lost, peace can disappear, institutions can weaken, opportunity can diminish if responsibility is neglected. For this reason, understanding what makes America unique is not merely an academic exercise; it is an essential step toward preserving the principles that have made the nation a beacon of hope for millions.

This first part of the book explores the foundations of America's identity. Before examining opportunity, diversity, leadership, innovation, responsibility, or the future of the American Dream, it is important to understand what kind of nation America truly is, how it came to occupy such a unique place in history, and why people from every corner of the world continue to see it as a land of possibility. Only by understanding these foundations can we fully appreciate both the remarkable achievements and the ongoing responsibilities that accompany the privilege of belonging to the American Mosaic.

Chapter 1: The Nation Built By Many Peoples

Every nation has a beginning, but few nations have been shaped by as many different peoples, cultures, languages, traditions, and life experiences as the United States of America. Throughout history, many countries have been built primarily around one dominant ethnic group, one language, one ancient civilization, or one cultural identity. America followed a different path. From its earliest years, it became a meeting place where people from different backgrounds gradually contributed to the growth of one nation. Although this journey has not always been peaceful or just, it has produced one of the most diverse and influential societies in the history of the world. Long before the United States became an independent nation, the land was home to many Indigenous peoples. For thousands of years, Native American communities developed their own governments, economies, cultures, languages, and spiritual traditions across the continent. They cultivated the land, established trade networks, created sophisticated societies, and passed their knowledge from one generation to the next. Their history forms an important part of the story of America and reminds us that the nation's past reaches far beyond the establishment of the United States itself.

Beginning in the late fifteenth century, European explorers arrived in North America, followed by settlers from England, Spain, France, the Netherlands, and other parts of Europe. These settlers established colonies that would eventually grow into towns, cities, and expanding communities. They brought with them their languages, legal traditions, religious beliefs, skills, technologies, and political ideas. Some came seeking economic opportunity, while others sought religious freedom or a chance to begin new lives. Their efforts contributed significantly to the institutions that later shaped the United States. The history of America also includes one of its deepest tragedies: the transatlantic slave trade. Millions of Africans were forcibly taken from their homelands and brought to the Americas under brutal conditions. 

They were denied freedom, separated from their families, and subjected to generations of slavery. Despite unimaginable hardship, enslaved Africans and their descendants made enduring contributions to agriculture, music, literature, science, business, military service, education, faith communities, civil rights, and every aspect of American life. Their resilience, courage, and determination became an essential part of the nation's development and continue to shape its identity today. As the nation expanded, additional waves of immigrants arrived from every region of the world. Families came from Ireland, Germany, Italy, Poland, Greece, Scandinavia, Eastern Europe, Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. They arrived carrying different languages, customs, foods, traditions, professions, and hopes for a better future. 

Some escaped famine, persecution, poverty, war, or political oppression. Others were attracted by the promise of education, employment, entrepreneurship, religious liberty, and the possibility of creating a new life for themselves and their children. These immigrants did not merely settle in America; they helped build it. They laid railroad tracks across vast distances, constructed roads, bridges, factories, schools, hospitals, farms, and businesses. They served in the Armed Forces, became teachers, physicians, engineers, scientists, artists, entrepreneurs, public servants, and community leaders. They strengthened local neighborhoods while contributing to the national economy and enriching American culture through music, literature, architecture, cuisine, innovation, and countless other fields.

The story of America therefore cannot be told through the experience of only one group of people. It is the combined story of Indigenous communities, descendants of enslaved Africans, generations of European settlers, and immigrants from every part of the globe. Each group has experienced the nation differently. Each has contributed in unique ways. Together they have shaped a country whose identity continues to evolve with every generation. One of the remarkable characteristics of America is its ability to bring together people who often have very different histories. A person may have ancestors who arrived on the Mayflower, while another person's family became American citizens only a few years ago. One family may trace its roots to Mexico, another to Nigeria, another to India, another to Korea, another to Italy, another to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and another to dozens of other nations. 

Yet all can participate in the life of the same country, contribute to the same communities, and work toward a shared future. This diversity is one of America's greatest strengths, but it also requires continual effort. People who come from different backgrounds naturally carry different memories, values, customs, and perspectives. Differences alone are not a problem. The challenge is learning how to transform diversity into cooperation rather than conflict. A nation becomes stronger when differences are treated as opportunities to learn rather than reasons to divide.

As an immigrant, I understand this truth in a deeply personal way. I was born in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, a nation blessed with extraordinary natural resources and resilient people but deeply affected by decades of conflict and instability. 

After living for more than sixteen years as a refugee in Uganda, I was given the opportunity to begin a new life in the United States. When I arrived, I did not come to erase my past. I came to build upon it. My experiences shaped who I am, but America gave me new opportunities to work, contribute, write, learn, and participate in the life of a nation that welcomes people from around the world. Living in America has reminded me that diversity is more than the color of our skin or the language we speak. Diversity includes our experiences, our ideas, our professions, our talents, our beliefs, and our dreams. Every individual carries something valuable that can contribute to society. A nation grows stronger when it creates opportunities for those gifts to flourish and when people choose to serve the common good rather than only personal interests.

The image of a mosaic beautifully illustrates this reality. A mosaic is created from many individual pieces that differ in color, shape, and texture.  No single piece can produce the complete picture, its beauty emerges only when the pieces are brought together with purpose and care. America resembles such a mosaic. Its people come from different places, yet together they contribute to one nation. The strength of the mosaic does not come from making every piece identical. It comes from recognizing that each piece has value and that the completed picture depends upon the contribution of all. This understanding is essential because America has never been a finished project, it has always been a nation in the process of becoming. Each generation has added something new to its story while confronting challenges inherited from the past. Every generation has been called to expand opportunity, strengthen justice, improve institutions, protect liberty, and build stronger communities. The responsibility of preserving and improving the nation now belongs to those who live in it today.

Being American is therefore more than possessing citizenship or living within national borders. It also involves participating in a shared responsibility. Every citizen, every immigrant, every worker, every parent, every student, every entrepreneur, every educator, every public servant, and every community leader contributes in some way to the nation's future. America's continued success depends not only upon its natural resources, military strength, or economic power but upon the character, integrity, wisdom, and responsibility of its people. The United States was built by many peoples, and it continues to be strengthened by many peoples. That truth is not a weakness to overcome but one of the defining characteristics of the nation. The challenge before every generation is not to erase differences but to transform them into a source of cooperation, innovation, mutual respect, and shared purpose. When people of many backgrounds unite around principles of freedom, responsibility, justice, opportunity, and respect for human dignity, they demonstrate that diversity and unity are not opposing ideas. Together, they form the foundation of one of the most remarkable national experiments in human history.

America's story is still being written, and its future has never belonged to one generation alone. Every citizen, every immigrant, every worker, every entrepreneur, every educator, every parent, every public servant, every student, and every community has the opportunity to contribute another meaningful chapter to the continuing story of this remarkable nation. The strength of America has never rested solely upon its vast natural resources, its economic power, its military strength, or its technological achievements. Its greatest strength has always been found in the character, resilience, creativity, faith, determination, and shared responsibility of its people. A nation built by many peoples cannot flourish if those people choose division over unity, prejudice over understanding, selfishness over service, or fear over hope. The American Mosaic reaches its greatest beauty when every individual recognizes that differences do not have to become barriers. 

Instead, they can become opportunities to learn, cooperate, innovate, and build something greater than any one person or community could accomplish alone. Unity does not require that every person think alike, worship alike, speak alike, or come from the same background. True unity is created when people with different stories choose to respect one another, work together, and remain committed to the principles that make freedom possible. The responsibility of preserving America does not belong only to government leaders or public institutions. It belongs to every person who calls this nation home. Every act of honesty strengthens the nation's foundation. Every act of kindness strengthens its communities. Every act of responsibility protects its future. Every child educated with wisdom, every family built upon love and integrity, every business conducted with fairness, every citizen who values truth, every immigrant who embraces both opportunity and responsibility, and every neighbor who chooses service over selfishness becomes part of the continuing construction of the American story.

America is not merely a nation inherited from previous generations; it is a nation entrusted to the present generation. What future generations receive will depend upon the decisions we make today. They will inherit the values we preserve, the institutions we strengthen, the freedoms we protect, the communities we build, and the example we choose to leave behind. The American Mosaic will remain strong only if every generation continues adding its own unique piece with wisdom, humility, gratitude, and a commitment to the common good. The story of America, therefore, is far from complete, the next chapter has not yet been written, the next generation has not yet reached its full potential, and the nation's greatest possibilities may still lie ahead. The question is not whether America will continue to change, because every nation changes with time. The greater question is whether its people will have the vision, courage, character, and unity to ensure that every new chapter brings the nation closer to its highest ideals. The future of America will ultimately be written not by history alone, but by the choices, sacrifices, and dreams of the people who continue building one nation, composed of many peoples, with one shared future.

Chapter 2: One Flag, Many Stories

A flag is more than a piece of cloth. It is a symbol of identity, history, sacrifice, hope, and shared purpose. Throughout history, flags have represented nations, kingdoms, movements, and ideals. They have been carried into battle, raised over schools, displayed in homes, honored during moments of celebration, and lowered during times of national mourning. For millions of people, a flag represents far more than the government of a country. It represents the people, the principles, the struggles, and the dreams that have shaped a nation across generations.

The flag of the United States of America carries this profound meaning. Its stars and stripes are recognized throughout the world as one of the most familiar national symbols in history. To some, it represents freedom. To others, it represents opportunity, democracy, innovation, or hope. For countless immigrants, it has represented the possibility of beginning life again after war, persecution, poverty, or political oppression. 

For members of the Armed Forces, it represents service, sacrifice, and the willingness to defend the nation. For many families, it symbolizes generations of hard work, perseverance, and commitment to building a better future, yet the American flag represents something even deeper than its visible design. It flies over a nation unlike any other, a country where millions of people from different races, cultures, languages, religions, traditions, and life experiences live under one Constitution and one national identity. Every day, people whose ancestors came from different parts of the world work together, study together, worship together, build businesses together, serve in the military together, vote together, and participate in the continuing story of the United States. While their individual journeys may differ greatly, they are united by a shared commitment to the nation they call home.

One of the remarkable characteristics of America is that two people may stand side by side beneath the same flag while carrying completely different histories. One person's family may have lived in America for centuries, while another may have arrived only months ago. One may trace family roots to Europe, another to Africa, another to Asia, another to Latin America, another to the Middle East, another to the Caribbean, another to the Pacific Islands, or to the Indigenous peoples whose history on this land stretches back thousands of years. Their journeys are different, but their future increasingly becomes interconnected. This diversity of stories is not a weakness to overcome but one of America's greatest strengths. Every family carries experiences that enrich the nation. Some stories speak of courage during war. Others tell of escaping persecution, surviving poverty, rebuilding after disaster, pursuing education, creating businesses, serving communities, discovering scientific breakthroughs, or raising families committed to values that strengthen society. Together, these stories form a national narrative far richer than any single experience could produce.

My own story is one small piece of this larger mosaic. I was born in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, a country blessed with abundant natural resources, remarkable cultural diversity, and resilient people, yet deeply affected by decades of conflict and instability. Because of war, I was forced to leave my homeland and eventually spent more than sixteen years living as a refugee in Uganda. Those years taught me endurance, patience, faith, and the value of hope when circumstances seem impossible. When I finally arrived in the United States as an immigrant, I carried with me more than luggage. I carried memories of war, years of waiting, lessons learned through suffering, and gratitude for the opportunity to begin again. Like millions of immigrants before me, I came not to erase my past but to build a future. America became the place where I could work with dignity, contribute to society, pursue education, write books, and participate in a nation that welcomes people from every corner of the world.

Although my journey is unique, it is not unusual. Across America, millions of people carry stories that began somewhere else. Some fled war. Others escaped political oppression or religious persecution. Some sought educational opportunities unavailable in their home countries. Others came seeking employment, entrepreneurship, safety, or a better future for their children. Each journey is different, but many share the same hope: the opportunity to build a meaningful life through freedom, hard work, and personal responsibility. America's greatness has never depended on people having identical backgrounds. Instead, it has depended on people with different backgrounds embracing common principles. Freedom becomes stronger when citizens respect one another's rights. Opportunity expands when education, innovation, and honest work are valued. Communities flourish when neighbors choose cooperation instead of suspicion. 

Diversity becomes an advantage when differences inspire learning rather than conflict. However, unity does not happen automatically. Living under one flag does not eliminate misunderstanding, prejudice, fear, or disagreement. Every generation must learn how to balance individual freedom with shared responsibility. Differences in culture, politics, religion, and personal experience will always exist, but these differences need not become permanent barriers. A healthy nation is not one where everyone agrees on everything. It is one where people can disagree respectfully while remaining committed to the constitutional principles and democratic institutions that protect the freedom of all. The American flag therefore represents both privilege and responsibility. It reminds citizens of freedoms secured through sacrifice, but it also reminds them that preserving those freedoms requires continual commitment. Liberty cannot survive without responsibility. 

Democracy cannot flourish without informed citizens. Opportunity cannot remain available without hard work, education, innovation, and integrity. Rights remain strongest when people also recognize their responsibilities toward one another and toward future generations.

History demonstrates that nations become stronger when people understand that patriotism is not merely expressed through words or ceremonies. Genuine patriotism is demonstrated through daily actions. It is reflected in honest work, faithful service, respect for the law, care for one's community, willingness to help others, responsible citizenship, and the determination to leave the nation stronger than it was inherited. Every teacher who inspires students, every healthcare worker who serves patients, every entrepreneur who creates jobs, every parent who raises responsible children, every volunteer who strengthens a neighborhood, every soldier who protects the nation, and every immigrant who embraces both opportunity and responsibility contributes to the strength of the American story.

The image of one flag covering many stories reminds us that national unity does not require personal uniformity. America does not ask every citizen to abandon his or her unique history. Rather, it invites people to bring the best of their experiences into a shared national future. Diversity becomes meaningful when it strengthens the common good instead of weakening it. Individual identity becomes richer when it contributes to something larger than itself. The future of America will continue to be shaped by millions of individual stories that have not yet unfolded. Children growing up today will become tomorrow's scientists, teachers, business leaders, judges, artists, engineers, entrepreneurs, military officers, ministers, physicians, inventors, and public servants. Some will be born into families that have lived in America for generations. Others will be the sons and daughters of recent immigrants. Still others will become immigrants themselves, adding new chapters to the continuing American narrative. Their stories will differ, but they will all contribute to the same national future.

That is the remarkable beauty of the American Mosaic. Beneath one flag stand millions of individual stories, each carrying its own history, struggles, victories, disappointments, sacrifices, hopes, and dreams. Some stories began in small towns across America, while others began thousands of miles away on distant continents before finding a new chapter on American soil. Some families have called this nation home for centuries, while others have only recently pledged their loyalty to its ideals. Some stories are marked by extraordinary achievement, while others are defined by quiet perseverance through adversity. Some speak of military service, scientific discovery, entrepreneurship, education, public leadership, or community sacrifice. Others tell of overcoming poverty, escaping war, surviving persecution, rebuilding after personal tragedy, or simply working faithfully every day to create a better future for the next generation. Every story is different, yet each possesses value because every life contributes another piece to the larger picture of the nation.

America has never been defined by a single race, one language, one culture, one profession, one generation, or one personal experience. Its identity has always been shaped by the remarkable ability of people with different histories to live together under common principles while contributing their unique gifts to the common good. The nation's greatest strength is not found in making every citizen identical but in creating a society where differences can become sources of creativity, innovation, understanding, resilience, and shared progress. The American story grows stronger each time people choose cooperation instead of division, respect instead of prejudice, responsibility instead of selfishness, and hope instead of despair.

The stars upon the American flag offer a meaningful picture of this reality, every star has its own place, yet none shines alone. Together they form one constellation that represents one united nation. In the same way, the greatness of America has never depended upon the success of one group of people alone. It has always depended upon millions of individuals whose diverse talents, experiences, sacrifices, and contributions strengthen one another and move the nation forward. When freedom is protected with wisdom, when justice is pursued with fairness, when opportunity is expanded with responsibility, when diversity is embraced with mutual respect, and when every individual is encouraged to contribute according to his or her abilities, America moves closer to the ideals upon which it was founded. yet this vision cannot be taken for granted. Every generation must decide whether it will strengthen or weaken the bonds that unite the nation. 

Every generation chooses whether fear will overcome trust, whether division will replace cooperation, whether selfish ambition will overshadow service, or whether truth, integrity, compassion, and responsibility will continue to guide the American experiment. The future of the nation will never be determined by history alone. It will be shaped by the daily decisions of ordinary people who understand that the strength of a country is built one family, one neighborhood, one classroom, one workplace, one act of kindness, one honest decision, and one responsible citizen at a time. The American Mosaic therefore remains unfinished. New stories are being written every day. New families are beginning new journeys. New immigrants are arriving with fresh hopes. New children are growing into future leaders. New discoveries are waiting to be made. 

New businesses are waiting to be created, new communities are waiting to flourish. The next chapter of America's story has not yet been completed, and its greatest possibilities may still lie ahead. Under one flag, countless stories continue to become one national story. That story is still unfolding. Its pages remain open. Its future is still being shaped, and every person who embraces the responsibilities of freedom, serves others with integrity, and contributes to the common good becomes an author of the next chapter in the continuing story of the United States of America.

––––––––
[image: ]


Chapter 3: The Country Where The World Meets

Throughout history, certain cities became crossroads of civilization. Merchants, travelers, scholars, explorers, and diplomats gathered there to exchange goods, ideas, cultures, and knowledge. These places influenced regions, kingdoms, and continents because they connected people who otherwise might never have met. In the modern world, however, it is not only cities that serve as meeting places. Entire nations can become crossroads where people from every corner of the globe live, work, study, innovate, and build a common future. The United States of America has become one of the most significant examples of such a nation. Every year, people arrive in America from nearly every region of the world. Some come seeking higher education. Others accept employment opportunities, establish businesses, reunite with family members, or seek protection after fleeing conflict or persecution. Many hope to contribute their skills and build stable lives. 

Their journeys are different, but together they reflect a simple truth: America continues to attract people with a wide variety of goals, experiences, and aspirations. Walk through many American neighborhoods, universities, hospitals, airports, businesses, houses of worship, or workplaces, and you may hear dozens of languages spoken in a single day. You may meet physicians trained on one continent, engineers educated on another, entrepreneurs who grew up in different cultures, students whose families recently immigrated, military veterans whose ancestors have lived in America for generations, and artists whose work reflects influences from around the world. These encounters are part of everyday life in many communities across the nation. This remarkable diversity did not emerge overnight. It developed over generations through migration, education, commerce, scientific collaboration, cultural exchange, and the willingness of people from different backgrounds to participate in a shared civic life. 

While immigration policies and migration patterns have changed throughout history, the broader result is that the United States has become home to people whose family histories reach nearly every part of the world. One of the reasons America attracts so many people is the opportunity to pursue education. Its colleges, universities, research institutions, and technical schools have earned international recognition for teaching, innovation, and scientific discovery. Students travel from many countries because they hope to develop knowledge, gain professional skills, and prepare themselves to contribute both within the United States and in their countries of origin. Education has long been one of the bridges connecting America with the rest of the world.

The nation's economy has also drawn people from diverse backgrounds. Throughout its history, the United States has offered opportunities for entrepreneurship, skilled trades, agriculture, manufacturing, technology, healthcare, finance, scientific research, public service, and many other professions. While success is never guaranteed, many individuals believe that dedication, preparation, and perseverance can open doors that may be more difficult to access elsewhere. This belief has inspired countless people to invest their energy, creativity, and determination in building businesses, developing careers, and strengthening local communities. America's leadership in science and technology has further expanded its global connections. Researchers, engineers, physicians, innovators, and entrepreneurs frequently collaborate across international boundaries to address challenges related to medicine, energy, transportation, communications, agriculture, environmental protection, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, and space exploration. 

Many of these partnerships include people who were born in different countries but now work together in laboratories, universities, hospitals, and businesses throughout the United States. Their cooperation demonstrates that progress often grows through the exchange of ideas rather than isolation. The nation's cultural influence has also contributed to its role as a global meeting place. American literature, music, films, sports, architecture, technology, fashion, and educational institutions have reached audiences around the world. At the same time, America itself has been enriched by traditions brought by people from other nations. Restaurants, festivals, languages, music, religious traditions, artistic expressions, and cultural celebrations from across the globe have become part of everyday American life. This exchange reminds us that cultural influence often flows in multiple directions, with people learning from one another while preserving important aspects of their own heritage.

As an immigrant, I have experienced this reality personally. I was born in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, spent more than sixteen years living as a refugee in Uganda, and later arrived in the United States with the opportunity to begin again. When I entered American society, I discovered that I was joining a nation filled with people whose journeys had also begun elsewhere. Some had come from Africa, others from Europe, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean, or the Middle East. Each carried unique memories, traditions, and experiences, yet all were participating in the life of one country. 

This experience changed the way I viewed America. I realized that the nation is not simply defined by geography. It is also shaped by the relationships that develop between people whose lives might never have crossed in any other place. Individuals who once lived on opposite sides of the world can become neighbors, classmates, colleagues, business partners, fellow citizens, or lifelong friends. Such encounters create opportunities for learning, understanding, and cooperation that enrich both individuals and communities. Yet becoming the place where the world meets also brings important responsibilities. Diversity alone does not guarantee harmony. People from different cultures naturally bring different assumptions, communication styles, traditions, and expectations. Misunderstandings can occur when individuals fail to listen carefully or assume that every culture approaches life in the same way. Building trust therefore requires humility, patience, curiosity, and respect. It requires a willingness both to teach and to learn, to preserve one's identity while appreciating the experiences of others, and to recognize that every person possesses inherent dignity regardless of his or her background. America's future will depend in part upon its ability to continue transforming diversity into strength. When people of different backgrounds collaborate with honesty, fairness, and mutual respect, they expand the nation's capacity for innovation, creativity, economic growth, and civic life.

Diverse perspectives often lead to better solutions because they encourage broader thinking, deeper understanding, and more effective problem-solving. A nation that values both unity and diversity is better equipped to respond to the opportunities and challenges of an increasingly interconnected world. The image of America as the place where the world meets is therefore more than a description of immigration or demographics. It is a reminder that the nation occupies a unique position in the modern world. Every day, millions of people with different histories, languages, professions, beliefs, and dreams interact in classrooms, workplaces, neighborhoods, houses of worship, research laboratories, military units, hospitals, and community organizations. These ordinary interactions gradually build relationships that strengthen both local communities and the nation as a whole, this reality also carries a deeper lesson. 

When people from many nations choose to live together peacefully, work together productively, and contribute to a shared future, they demonstrate that diversity and cooperation are not opposing ideas. Differences do not have to produce conflict, they can produce understanding. Different experiences do not have to divide people. They can broaden wisdom, distinct traditions do not have to weaken national identity. They can enrich it while strengthening a shared commitment to the constitutional principles and civic responsibilities that unite Americans.

The United States will continue to welcome new stories, new talents, new ideas, and new generations. Children who are growing up in American cities, suburbs, small towns, and rural communities today will become tomorrow's teachers, physicians, engineers, entrepreneurs, scientists, artists, military leaders, public servants, innovators, and community builders. Some will be born into families whose roots in America stretch back for centuries, while others will be the sons and daughters of immigrants who arrived only recently with little more than hope, determination, and the desire to build a better future. 

Still others will come from distant nations, bringing with them experiences, knowledge, cultures, languages, and perspectives that enrich the continuing American story. Although their journeys will begin in different places, they will all have the opportunity to contribute to the same nation and to participate in shaping its future. This continuing flow of people, ideas, cultures, and innovation reminds us that America has never been a finished project. It has always been a nation in the process of becoming. Every generation inherits both the achievements and the unfinished work of those who came before. Every generation receives the responsibility of protecting freedom, strengthening democratic institutions, expanding opportunity, promoting justice, encouraging innovation, and preserving the principles that have allowed millions of people from different backgrounds to build lives together. The future of America will not be determined only by the decisions of political leaders, business executives, judges, or public institutions. 

It will also be shaped by millions of ordinary people who choose each day to work honestly, serve faithfully, raise responsible families, educate future generations, strengthen their communities, respect one another, and contribute their gifts for the benefit of the nation. America is, in many ways, the place where the world meets. Yet the true measure of its greatness is not found simply in the number of people who arrive on its shores or the diversity reflected in its population. Its greatness is measured by what happens after people arrive. It is measured by whether individuals from different nations, cultures, languages, races, and traditions can learn to trust one another instead of fearing one another, cooperate instead of competing destructively, build instead of divide, and recognize their shared humanity while respecting their differences. Diversity alone cannot create a strong nation. Diversity must be joined with mutual respect, personal responsibility, justice, opportunity, compassion, and a shared commitment to the common good.

The American Mosaic becomes stronger every time people choose understanding over prejudice, dialogue over hostility, service over selfishness, truth over deception, and unity over unnecessary division. A nation cannot flourish when people see one another primarily as competitors, strangers, or enemies. It flourishes when they recognize that every person possesses dignity, every community has value, and every individual has something meaningful to contribute. The strength of America has never depended upon making everyone the same. Rather, it has depended upon creating a society where different people can pursue a common future while preserving the freedoms that allow those differences to exist. History has repeatedly demonstrated that nations become stronger when they welcome talent, encourage education, reward innovation, protect liberty, uphold justice, and
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