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Introduction

Ranger—the very word conjures up visions of small, highly trained units executing lightning-fast raids on an unexpecting enemy. It is also synonymous with high esprit de corps and excellence at arms. The Rangers, however, have not been without their problems. Their missions and capabilities have often been misunderstood, and their personnel misused. Ranger organisation and missions have changed with each war, which has led to an additional problem—lack of continuity between the wars. Experience was lost, there was no evolutionary progress in development of techniques and equipment, and old lessons had to be relearned. In short, they were usually considered a provisional organisation, to be raised when needed, but disbanded when the need apparently ceased. Rangers have, until recently, suffered from lack of a centralised command and control headquarters to standardise doctrine and training, oversee equipment needs, look out for the units’ interests, and ensure that they are employed as intended—to execute direct action missions against the enemy.

There are other organisations related to Rangers, which may be divided into two categories. ‘Ranger-type’ units were those specially trained for behind-the-lines direct action missions similar to units designated ‘Ranger’. They possessed high esprit de corps, and their personnel selection and training standards were also higher than those of conventional units. The term ‘Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol’ (LRRP—pronounced ‘lurp’) is used as a generic term to describe units tasked with passive deep penetration reconnaissance missions. During certain periods they, too, were designated ‘Rangers’, but they have borne other titles.

*      *      *

The historical associations of the term ‘ranger’, used to describe a far-ranging forester or borderer, stretch back at least as far as 13th-century England. By the 17th century it was being used at least semi-officially in the titles of rather irregular and glamorous military organisations—e.g. the ‘Border Rangers’ who guarded England’s troubled frontier with Scotland. There is evidence for the use of the word in North America during the intermittent Indian warfare of 1675–1715, the first confirmed locally-raised company to so style themselves being ‘Church’s Rangers’.

Rangers came into their own during the French and Indian (or Seven Years’) War of 1755–63, which saw the raising of numerous companies of huntiers, frontiersmen, mixed-bloods and Indians to scout and raid for the British troops. The first was ‘Gorham’s Ranger Company’, one of six ‘Independent Companies of Rangers’ raised from 1747 onwards. After Capt. John Gorham’s death in 1751 his brother Joseph went on to command the six ranger companies at Quebec in 1759. The best-known unit, however, and that from which today’s Rangers choose to trace their traditional lineage, was that led by Capt. Robert Rogers.

Originally the ‘Ranger Company of the New Hampshire Provincial Regiment’, and separated off in 1756 as ‘His Majesty’s Independent Company of American Rangers’, the unit usually known as ‘Rogers’ Rangers’ eventually grew to embrace nine companies. They mounted many daring operations, including deep penetrations of enemy-held country; and although disbanded at the end of the war in 1763 (a melancholy precedent indeed!), they did leave an indelible mark on American military history and traditions. This was reinforced over the generations by those other ‘partisan-type’ units which operated briefly, but along recognisably similar tactical lines, during the War of Independence, the various Indian wars, the Mexican War and the Civil War.
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An impression of Rogers’ Rangers uniforms. Their principal uniform was forest green with a mixing of grey items, usually supplemented with buckskins. Scots bonnets and fur caps were the usual headwear. Maj. Rogers favoured a turned-up bill infantry cap. He is seen in the back centre conferring with a Stockbridge Indian from his Indian company. (Courtesy Ronald Embleton)
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Standing Orders, Rogers’ Rangers—Cards bearing the original 1759 orders are still given to today’s Ranger students. (US Army)


World War II: Europe

North Africa, Sicily, Italy

The British formed their first Commando1 units in the summer of 1940. They were raised to conduct amphibious raids on enemy-held coasts and later to seize objectives behind enemy lines. Intended primarily as a time-buying measure, while the British Army rebuilt itself in the aftermath of Dunkirk, the concept proved successful. It was expanded until, by the war’s end, there was a bewildering array of British Commonwealth Commando, Special Air Service, raiding, covert reconnaissance, and other special operations units.

The birth of the modern Rangers owed more than just its basic concept of operations to the British Commandos. President Roosevelt had expressed an interest in the formation of US commando-like units, perhaps influenced by Churchill—ever enthusiastic about such ideas. In the spring of 1942 Gen. George Marshall, Chief of Staff of the US Army, sent Col. Lucian K. Truscott Jr. to England to co-ordinate the participation of American troops in British Commando raids. In May, Truscott recommended that a US commando unit be formed. Gen. Marshall ordered the formation of an ‘American Commando’ unit on 1 June 1942. Maj.Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, Chief of Operations Division of the General Staff, asked for a different title, due to the strong British identity of ‘commando’. Col. Truscott suggested Ranger, with the exploits of Rogers’ Rangers in mind.

The unit’s formation was ordered on 7 June 1942, and within days volunteers began to pour into the unit’s camp at Carrickfergus, Northern Ireland. They came primarily from the 34th Inf. and 1st Armd. Divs. and V Corps troops. Over 2,000 men volunteered, with hundreds ‘washing out’ during the first two weeks. It was formally activated on 19 June as the 1st Ranger Bn.; Maj. William O. Darby, a Field Artillery officer serving as aide to the commanding general of US Army Northern Ireland, had been selected to command. On 28 June the 1st Rangers were sent to the Commando Training Depot at Achnacarry Castle, Scotland. A rigorous training programme followed, and the new Rangers learned much in the way of tactics and techniques as well as physical conditioning. They graduated on 31 July, and moved to Argyle for a month of amphibious training with the Royal Navy. It was during this period that 50 Rangers, attached to Nos. 3 and 4 Commandos and the 2nd Canadian Div., took part in the ill-fated Dieppe landing. Six Rangers were killed, seven wounded, and four captured. In September the battalion moved to Dundee to conduct coastal raid training, and subsequently to the outskirts of Glasgow for attachment to the 1st Inf. Division. Following a minor internal reorganisation, the unit began training for the invasion of French North Africa. Co. D was temporarily reorganised as an 81mm mortar unit.

Departing England in Oct. 1942, the 1st Rangers landed at Arzew, Tunisia on the night of 8 November. Their mission was to seize two batteries which threatened the main landing beaches. Cos. A and B went straight into the harbour to take the smaller fort; the other companies landed four miles to the north-west and attacked the larger battery from the rear. The mission was a success with few casualties. Detached companies then assisted 1st Inf. Div. units to secure several nearby towns.

The next phase for the Rangers proved to be uneventful, as they were not committed to combat for three months; they were attached to the Fifth Army Invasion Training Center at Arzew as demonstration troops. At the end of Jan. 1943 over a hundred new volunteers were formed into a temporary Co. G and trained as replacements. Co. D divested itself of its 81mm mortars and reorganised as an assault company. The unit was soon back in action with Cos. A, E, and F raiding Italian positions at Station de Sened on 11 February. Again attached to the 1st Inf. Div., the Rangers assisted in securing Gafsa and El Guettar. On the night of 20/21 March the battalion, reinforced with a 4.2-in. mortar company and engineers, crossed ten miles of extremely rugged terrain to attack the rear of the Italians defending Djebel el Ank Pass in support of frontally attacking 1st Inf. Div. units. The Rangers secured the pass, killing over a hundred Italians and capturing hundreds more while suffering only one dead. The last Ranger action in North Africa was conducted at Djebel Berda, a defensive operation in late March. The companies were then sent to different locations to perform security patrols until moved to Nemours, Algeria in April.
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The 1st Rangers at Achnacarry Castle, July 1942. (L to R): Lt.Col. William Darby, 1st Rangers CO; Lt.Col. M. E. Vaughn, Commando Depot Cdr.; Brig.Gen. Lucian Truscott, the Army Chief of Staff’s Ranger project officer; Maj. Max Schneider, 1st Rangers XO (later 5th Rangers XO and CO). (US Army)

The Rangers now entered a new phase. On Darby’s recommendation, Gen. Marshall authorised the formation of two additional battalions on 19 April 1943. This group, with the attached 83rd Chemical Mortar Bn. (4.2-in.), was to be designated the Ranger Force (Prov.), and came to be known as ‘Darby’s Rangers’; however, no headquarters/staff were authorised. Darby had to command both the 1st Rangers and the Force. Ranger recruiting teams scoured replacement depots and units for troops of the high quality required. The 1st Rangers’ Cos. A and B formed the cadre for the 3rd Rangers; Cos. E and F went to form the 4th Rangers, while Cos. C and D formed a new 1st Rangers. The two new battalions were activated on 21 May 1943; both were initially designated ‘Provisional’, although this was dropped on 21 July. Only six weeks were allotted to form and train the new units for their next missions.

The invasion of Sicily was to be spearheaded by two Ranger assaults. The 1st and 4th Rangers, under Darby and attached to the 1st Inf. Div., landed against opposition at Gela on 10 July 1943. They cleared coastal defences, took Gela, and defeated armoured counterattacks. They then went on to take the San Nicola fortress and the town of Butera. The 3rd Rangers, attached to the 3rd Inf. Div., conducted an unopposed landing near Licata; after securing it, they took Montaperto and Porto Empedocle. The three battalions were reunited and formed part of X Force, which included the 39th Inf. Regt., under Darby’s command. This was one of the attacking columns tasked with sweeping around the western end of the island and driving to Palermo. The 1st and 4th Rangers were then placed in reserve. The Rangers were used exclusively as shock troops during this period. The 3rd Rangers accompanied X Force as far as Menfi, where they were again attached to the 3rd Inf. Div.; they continued the drive to cut off the enemy’s retreat from the north-eastern end of the island to Italy. Again used as assault troops, they assisted in the effort to reach Messina, which was secured on 17 Aug.; the battalions then assembled at Palermo, and immediately began preparations for the invasion of Italy. This included the formation of a Ranger Cannon Company with four 75mm half-track mounted guns. On 1 Aug., all Ranger Bns. were re-designated Ranger Infantry Battalions.

The Ranger Force landed on the Sorrento Peninsula ten miles west of Salerno on 9 Sept. 1943, their mission being to secure the western flank of the invasion beachhead. Landing unopposed at Maiori, the 1st and 3rd Rangers moved north to secure Chiunzi Pass. The 4th Rangers secured the beach and west flank. They then moved west to Amalfi and north to Castellmmare while the other two battalions prevented the Germans from re-occupying the critical peninsula. A see-saw battle continued until the end of the month, when Allied forces broke out of the main beachhead; the Rangers took Pagani and Castellmmare, followed by a drive to Naples.
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1st Ranger Bn. troops negotiate an obstacle course at Argyle, Scotland, Aug. 1942. They are still wearing the M1917A1 helmet, but have recently been issued the M1 rifle. (US Army)

In early Nov. 1943 the 1st Rangers were attached to the 45th Inf. Div. and the 4th to the 3rd Inf. Div.; the 3rd Rangers, suffering the most from the previous battles, continued training replacements. The 1st Rangers became involved in prolonged mountain fighting in the Venafro area. This went on for weeks, and they were joined by the 4th Rangers. The 3rd Rangers were committed in late November in the San Pietro area, attached first to the 45th and then to the 36th Inf. Division. During this period of taking and defending mountains, ridges, and towns, the Rangers performed tasks for which they were not originally intended. In December the Rangers were disengaged and moved to the Naples area.
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A 1st Ranger Bn. tech. sgt., holding an M1 Thompson SMG, displays his unit’s weapons. (L to R): 60mm M2 mortar (off frame), British Boys AT rifle, M1 rifle, M1919A4 MG, M6 CN-DM (tear and vomiting gas) grenade, MkII frag. grenade, M1911A1 pistol, M1903A1 rifle with M9 AT grenade on an M1 launcher, M1918A2 BAR, and 81mm M1 mortar. Note his subdued rank stripes. (US Army)

At Lucrino Station the Ranger Force began the now familiar cycle of training replacements—a continuing problem, as no formal Ranger replacement programme was in effect—and preparing for the next amphibious assault. The ad hoc Ranger Force was now formalised with its redesignation as the 6615th Ranger Force (Prov.) on 16 Jan. 1944; while still a provisional unit, it was authorised an HQ. Besides the three Ranger battalions, the 509th Parachute Inf. Bn.; 83rd Chemical Mortar Bn.; Co. H, 36th Engineer Regt.; and the Ranger Cannon Co. were attached. Darby was promoted to colonel to command the 6615th.

On 22 Jan. 1944 the 1st and 4th Rangers executed a pre-dawn unopposed landing on a beach in the centre of the port of Anzio. The 3rd Rangers and 509th Parachute came ashore in the second wave. Resistance mounted, followed by increasing German counterattacks. The Rangers established defensive positions north-east of Anzio until 28 Jan., when the three battalions were relieved by the British. They were ordered to assemble at Nettuno by 3rd Inf. Div., to which the Ranger Force was attached.

On the night of 29 Jan., after moving to their assault positions, the 1st and 3rd Rangers began their infiltration through enemy lines towards the town of Cisterna di Littoria: the 1st Rangers were to secure the town while the 3rd were to engage any enemy force which reacted to the 1st. The Force HQ 4th Rangers, and the Ranger Cannon Co. were to move by road to Cisterna as reinforcements, while the 83rd
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« DON'T FORGET NOTHING.

2. HAVE YOUR MUSKET CLEAN AS A WHISTLE, HATCHET =
SCOURED,SIXTY ROUNDS POWDER AND BALL,AND BE
READY TO MARCH AT A MINUTE'S WARNING.

WHEN YOU'RE ON THE MARCH, ACT THE WAY YOU WOULD |
1F YOU WAS SNEAKING UP ON A DEER.SEE THE ENEMY FIRST. ¥
. TELLTHE TRUTH ABOUT WHAT YOU SEE AND WHAT YOU
00.THERE IS AN ARMY DEPENDING ON US FOR CORRECT
INFORMATION. YOU CAN LIE ALLYCU PLEASE WHEN YOU

TELL OTHER FOLKS ABOUT THE RANGERS, BUT DON'T
NEVER LIE TO A RANGER OR OFFICER.

OON'T NEVER TAKE A.CHANCE YOU DON'T HAVE TO.

WHEN WE'RE ON THE MARCH,WE MARCH SINGLE FILE,
FAR ENOUGH APART SQ ONE SHOT CAN'T GO THROUGH
TWO MEN.

IF WE STRIKE SWAMPS, OR SOFT GROUND, WE SPREAD
OUT ABREAST, SO IT'S HARD TO TRACK US.

WHEN WE MARCH,WE KEEP MOVING TILL DARK,SC AS TO )
GIVE THE ENEMY THE LEAST POSSIBLE CHANCE AT US. .
WHEN WE CAMP, HALF THE PARTY STAYS AWAKE WHILE&
THE OTHER BALF SLEEPS.

IF WE TAKE FRISONERS WE KEEP'EM SEFARATE TILL

WE HAVE HAD TIME TO EXAMINE THEM, SOTHEY CA)lT
COOK UP A STORY BETWEEN 'EM .
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CONTINVATION

{1. DON'T EVER MARCH HOME THE SAME WAY, TAKE A
DIFFERENT ROUTE SO YOU WON'T BE AMBUSHED.

N

12. NO MATTER WHETHER WE TRAVEL IN BIG PARTIES OR
LITTLE ONES,EACH PARTY HAS TQ KEEP A SCouT 20
YARDS AHEAD,TWENTY YARDS ON EACH FLANK AND
TWENTY YARDS IN THE REAR, SO THE MAIN 8ODY
CAN'T BE SURPRISED AND WIPED PUT.

I3. EVERY NIGHT YOU'LL BE TOLD WHERE TO MEET IF
SURROUNDED BY A SUPERIOR FORCE.

14. DON'T SIT DOWN TO EAT WITHOUT POSTING SENTRIES.

15. DON'T SLEEP BEYONO DAWN . DAWN'S WHEN THE
FRENCH AND INDIANS ATTACK,

16. DON'T CROSS A RIVER BY A REGULAR FORD.

17, IF SOMEBODY'S TRAILING YOU, MAKE A CIRCLE, COME
BACK ONTO YOUR OWN TRACKS, AND AMBUSH THE
FOLKS THAT AIM TO AMBUSH YOU,

18. DON'T STAND UP WHEN THE ENEMY'S COMING AGAINST
YOU.KNEEL DOWN, LIE DOWN , HIDE BEHIND A TREE.S
19. LET THE ENENY COME TILL HE'S ALMOST CLOSE

ENOUGH TO TOUCH. THEN LET HIM HAVE IT AND
JUMP QUT AND FINISH HIM UP WITH YOUR HATCHET,

MAJ ROBERT ROGERS 1759

GW©,






